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PREFACE, 



THE Reverend ^ames Savrik^ 
the author of the enfain^ difcourfes, 
was born at Nifmes, a noted city of 
^ ' France, in 1677. His father was a 
lawyer, eminent for his learning and 
eloquence, of the proteftant profef- 
fion, who, upon the revocation of the 
edid of Nantz, retired to Greneva, 
where he ended his days. James re- 
moved with him, and was educated 
, under fome of the raoft learned and 
pious profeffors of the age. 

Having completed his ftudies, in 
^ 170Q he vifited England, where he 

cp^ ^efided nearly five years, and was re- 
^ markably acceptable as a preacher 

«^ among his fellow exiles in the city 

^ of London. 

^ ** His ftyla,'* fays the tranflator of 

I hk fermoris, the Reverend Robert 

0^ Rqbinfon^ ** was puce, unafFefted, and 

eloquent, fometimes plaita, fometimes 
flowery j but never improper, as it 
was always adapted to the audience 
4br whofc fake he ipoke,'^^ 

332303 



iv. PREFACE. 

In 1 705, a chaplainflfiip to fome 
of the nobility at the Hague was of^ 
feredhim, which he accepted. Here 
lie continued till his deaths, He was 
conftantly attended by a very crowd- 
ed and brilliant affernbly. He was 
heard with the utmoft attention/aad 
his miiaifterial labors were abundant-, 
ly bleffed by the great Head of the 
church. 

'He departed this life, for a better, 
on the 30th of December, 1730, at 
theage of 52, fincerely and univcrfal- 
ly regretted by the people of his 
charge, and by all, who had the hap- 
pinefs of an acquaintance with him. 

*Mr. Saurin's printed fermons are 
comprifed in twelve volumes. From 
thofe, which have been tranflatcd, 
this feleftion has been carefully made 
by a gentleman of leifure, judgment,' 
and tafte. • 

To thofe, who have not had op- 
portunity for perufing the fermons . 
of this celebrat_ed divine, the follow- 
ing recommendation may not be un- 
acceptable. 

jipprobatim 



PREFACE. V 

Jlj^probation of the Walloon Church at 

Dorty employed by the Synod of 

Utrecht^ to examne the fermons of 

. Mr. Saurin. 

*' WE have . found notKing in all 
thefe fermonSjContrary to the dodlrine 
received among us. We have re- 
marked every where, a manly elo- 
quence ; a clofe reafoning ; an im- 

. agination, lively and proper, to eftab- 
lifti the Truth of our holy religion ; 
and to explain,^ fubftantially and ele- 
gantly, the dodrines of morality. Ac- 
cordingly, we believe they will efFeo- 
tually contribute to edify the Church, 
and to render more and more refpedk- 
able the memory of this worthy fer- 
vant of God ; whofe death, the ex- 
amination of his works, hath givea 
lis a frefh occafion to lament. We 
atteft this to the venerable Synod at 

: Utrecht. In the fame fentiments, we 

ifend the prefent atteftation to^Micdear 
brother, Mr. Dumont, pallor and pro- 

JbfTor .at Rotterdaoxi whom^ the latf 
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PREFACE. 



Mr. Saurin appointed, by hia will, to 
take the charge of publifhing fuch of 
::his works as were fit for the prefs. 

Done at^ the Conjiftory of the WaU 
loon Churchy atDort^ May 2otb^ 
1 73 1, a7td ftgntd by order of 
oih hy 
H, G. Certon, Pajlor. 
.S., Gpmp^-at, ^^pr. ^ 

Adrian Bruet^ Jacobz, Elder. 
Jojjbp BaiQkris, Elder. 
-John V^n^ Bf«4d| Deacotu 
uSi^aon Taay Van Campen, Dmc^ 
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[\ jS/L^. SAUEI^, the father of our a«. 
*thor) was an eminent prbtedant lawyer at Nifmes, 
\vI)o^' after fl^e repeal* of the'edift of Name, 
t6;8S, retired toXJenitva, He was confidered at 
*Geney^!a«.^he. oracle of the, French language, the 
^atui^ an.4'f>ca.uty of wliich he thoroughly under- 
ftopd. ^e had fourfons, whom lie* trained op ia 
'learning) and who we're all fo remarkably eloquent, 
ths(t eloquence* was faid to be hereditary in the 
family* TKc Reverend Lewis Saurin, one of thie 
fons* w^as afterwards paftor of a French churcti 
in Lond!o.Q.* oaurvin, the father, died at Geneva* 
James,.. the author oT the 'followtngTcrmons, was 
born at^ Nifmes, in 1677,* ana went with his fa- 
ttier into esffile, to Geneva, where lie..profited very 
jniichip' learning^. 

: In the feventecntb year of bis age, 4694, Sau* 
rin quitted his (ludies to go into the army, and 
siad^ » caxpf^ai^ a^ ;4 cfdet in. }prd ^Gallo-way's 
•company. The next year, 169|, >his captain 
gave 41119 a. pur of colours io his regiment| which 
ttitn ferved in vPie4.i9Pnt ; . t^ut the year after, 
>l696i the dnk^ of S^iroy,^ .under^ whog) Sauri^i 
ierved,. having. made, bis peace with -France, Sau- 
Jri0^^QiCted tHc^profeifion of arms, for which he 
"was/ncT^r d^Ogaed, and returned to Geneva to 
Audy* , * 

Geneva was, «t that tiniey the refidenCe of fome 
of the.beft fofaoltfs iav^ii-ope, wbd. were tn tbfi 
lii^heft eftimation in «)ie republic :0f letters*- Fio 
ttit) l«ewi8 TronchiB, and PhilipitMeftresat^ were 

. L- I B .• - •.„ profcflora 
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profeffors of divinity there ; Alph^nfo Tufrctin 
w« pofeCTor of facrecHuTiory ; andChouet, who 
was afterwards taken from h'xA j)rpJ^OK&ip^ and 
admitted* intb tbc' gdVerbmcut' oK^the' republic, 
was profefTor of natural philofophy- The otber 
departments werenfftfcd ^f!r"mcn, equally emi- 
nent in their feveral profeifions. :Soaie of them 
were, natives of <Gcn^va, otbeiJ^ ^vere ^iies from- 
Italy and France, feycral were of ftobrefarailics, 
and all of them wer^s^ men of erbinent piety- 
Under thcfc great roaftera,/Sa^riii'tccVme A ftu- 
dent, and particularly appjiedjhlmfclf to divinity^ 
as he now tcgan to tlsink of devottfag liimfelf lb 
the n^iniftry, 1696. To dcdicite' oie^^lerf'to 
the minillry in a wealthy, ''Soqriftiing chiiVch, 
where rich benefices are every 3ay' be^oYning;* va- 
cant, icquires very little virtue, arijj !foinctimca 
only a ilrong propenfity to vice ; bbt to' tiioofc 
to be a QiiniQer ,in tuch a^ poor, banifiied, ^^erfe- 
cuted church as that of t'he' French "^rote&ants, 
argues a noble contecipt of ,t1ie woir^d,^ iirid afu* 
premc love to God and to. tbc fouls of foVpV 
Thefe are the beft tcrtimonials, howl^vcfv of a 
young minifter, whofe profeilioh is, not toenritb, 
but to sai^ ihimselfy and' I htm vfho hear him* 
1 Tim. iv, l^» '* ' 

After Mr.lSiuHnliad.finifliedbis ftiidies, iroo, 
be viQted Holland and England, in th$ firft he 
made a very (hort Jday.; but in the liall he ^txi 
^loioft five years, tind prcicbed' wit?h great aceepis- 
^ance among his fdllowt exiles in libndon. 'Of^ his 
'perfoii an idea nray'be foi'nied"by the annealed 
copper^plate, wbkh is faid to b*f a great Ifbetiti^ 
and 'for which I am ^indebtid tO my^iwgcniotts 
friend Mr. Thomas Holloway. fiis drefs/was 
that of the French clmrgy^ the, gi9\yik aiyl caflbck. 
His addnefa was.<p^rfetUy.g)i$ntee)^(a happy cdq)* 
-povod^f^^ kflfabfle aod^lbe; gi»^^9 at^aq::€^{liMil 
dtftanceiirito TuQjwity: and ftppftrjft i JW%. T W« ' 
was-flirdngt cleat*, and harmsinious, and he never 

loft 



»-* Rev. James Saurin* ii 

toft the tx^nagement of it. Hii ftylc was pure, 
unafFedled, aikl eloquent, fometimes plain, and 
fomctimes flowery ; but never improper, as it was 
always adapted to the audience, for whofe fake 
be i^ke. An Italian acouaintance of mine, 
who often heaM him dt the Hagoe, tells me, that 
in ^hfc intrddtr€tion3 of his fermons be ofed to 
deliver himiellT in a tone taiodeft and low ; in the 
body of the fermoui which was adapted to the 
vnderftanding, he was plain, clear, and argu- 
ment ieitive, paofing at the clofe of each period, 
that he might difcover, by the countenances and 
liietions of his hearers, whether they were con- 
vinced by his reatbning ; in his addreffes to the 
wicked,' (and it is a folfy to preach as if there 
were none in our aflemblies, Mr. Saurin knew 
mankind too well) he v^as often fonorous, but of* 
tener a weeping fuppliant at their feet. la the 
cine he fudained the authoritative dignity of his 
•fiice,^ in the othcV be expreiTed hi« Mafler^s and 
Ms own benevolence' to* bad men, praying th»m 
M Christ^s stead to be reconciled to God* 3 Cor. 
¥; 20; In gene rah ^^^ ^Y friend, his preach- 
ings refembled a plentiful- (bower of dew, foftly 
and imperceptibly infinuating itfclf into the minds 
of^his numerous hearers, as the dew into the pores 
of plants, till. the whole church was diiTolved, and 
^11 iii tears under his fermons.. Hia do^'rine was 
that of the French proteftantt^ which, at that 
time,, waa moderate calvinifm. He approved of 
the .difcipline of his- own churches* which was 
preibyterian. He W4is an admirable fcbolar, and, 
which were his highed encomiums, he had an 
unconquerable averfion to (in, a fupreme love to 
God and to the fouls of men, and a holy unblem« 
iihed life. Certainly he had fome faults ; buty 
is F have never heard of any,! can plibiifh none* 
^ ^During his ftay in England, he married a Mifa 
Catherine' Boytoo, in 1703, by wHom he had » 
fon, named Philip, who furvived hjm \ but wbeth* 

er 
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er be had any more childreo I know not.. Tfw^"» 
years after his marriage he returned tp Hplland,. 
in ]705> where he had a miiKt. to f^^ttle ; bot^ 
the paftoral ' ofEcea 'being a}|^ ftill) *and meetin|^: 
with no proTpp^ of a fettlement, ll;bpugh. bis- 
preachmg Was received witb univerfal applavfe;,. 
he was prepiriBg t& v^turn to England, - when a. 
chaplainfhip to fome of .the nobility at-tbe UagACf. 
with a ftipenf}^ was. offered to him. This litga* 
tion exa^Iy ft>itcd bis wiflieS| and be accepted. 
, tbe place- : ., . ^^ . : 

I Tlie Hague, it is faid, is> the -fined lullagejUi: 
Europe. It is the reSdence^ of tbe S|tates.Gei>^^ 
era}, of ambalFadops apd ^y()ys from^^otb/^Ki' 
courts, of a great number of nobiUty ^nd geatry^. 
and of a multitude of F^'encb refugees* ; T|^e, 
I princes of Oraage have a fpacious palace, here, 
) and the chapel of the. palace wa^ giveQ to the> 
\ refugees for a place of public worihip ; and, it. 
I bei^ng toO fmall to contain them) it waa enlarged. 
'« by above a half. This Frenpb jcburcb callfsd hiip[| 
\ to be one of their pailors. He accepted the 9all\.. 
] and continued in his office till bis death. He. 
I ^ was coisRantly attended by a^ verji^ crowded and, 
\ brilliant audience, was beard. witK the utnioftrau. 
I tention and pleafure> aj9d, what few minifter? caii, 
f f«iy, the effeds of hift miniftenal l^baurs |vere? 
fcenin the holy Jsy^B of grejit numbers pjF big^ 
r people, • -^ .••:,••.. .r , f a 

Wheii the princefs of Wales, afterward Quce% 
Caroline, f^alTed' through Holland in ber way to, 
England, Mr^ Saurin had the' honour, of paying 
bis ref;^e£V« to that, ill uftrious lady^; Hw.. rqyal, 
bighnefs was pleafed, to Tingle hfm.ont from thpt 
reft of the- clergy, . who were/ prefent, and to fayj 
/ to him, <^ Do not riinragine that, beiog dazzled, 

with the .glory whkh tbi$ revoikitioo, fcems to 
promife- me, I have loft fight .of> that God from; 
whom it proceeds^ He hath bean; pleafed to dif-r 
tinguilh. it wixb To .many extraordinary marks^ 

that 



Rev. jfames.Saurin* 13 

that I cannot roiHakc his divine hand ; and, as I 
ebnfider this, long train of favours as immediate* 
)y coming fixMit* him, to him alone I confecrate ' 
them." It is not aftonifhingf that Sanrin fpeaks 
of cotidefcenil'on- with^ rapture. They are the 
kind and cbriAian ^£lions of the governors of % 
free pcoplc^and net t'b« haughty airs of 'a French 
tyrant,* infillting hi» ftilr©S>: that atti^ch apd. ia- 
^ittih: the hearts^of niatikttid.* The hiftaryof.this 
illuftrious chriftiaii qu^en i* not written in blood, 
^nd therefore it is« aLways- read ivith tears of 
grateful joy. \ 

Her royal highnef^ iTar-fo-JweU fati&fied af Mr. 
Saorin's merit, tHlitfoon^ sifter her arriv«^ in 
lEngltind (he ordered Df. Bbuiter, who w^s- pre- 
ceptor to princie Frc^lcrick, the father- of'" his pref- 
ent maJQi(ly,'to Vrtte to> Satirrn, to draw up a 
treatifd on the education of princes. Saartn in>- 
mediately" o(ft*y^tli^^order, and prefixed, a 'd«di- 
eatton to the y.oiing princes* The book waa 
never printed ; but as it obtained the approba- 
tion, oi the princcfs' of Wales, who-' wad an in« 
comparable^ Judge, ^\c mky" .condlbde thsrt it'wai 
exciellettt in its kirrd. This Was followed by a 
bandfome pre^reiit from tfae^princ^fs to th< author. 

His moiV eonfiderable Vork was entitled, i>/x- 
toitrseSf biis,tbrical^ criiical^ and morale on thf 
fnost memorable^ evettis^ of thfi- old and new testa* 
ment. This worfe was undertaken by the defire 
of a Dutch merchanr,';whor ex^ndcdan iinmenfe 
ftim In thfe^en^ravifng^ of 'a h)i}ltitude of copper- 
plates, WhitH , adorn the workfc I* {SonMs of fix 
folio vpTiimc?*' Mr. SaoHn died before the third 
.was:&tifbW; butMr.HoqiiesJfin^ftied'thi thirds 
ahd* addei a fotrrtli'soh ^K€ 'oid tedament ; and 
l^r.^de Beaufobre fubjoined two on the new t^f- 
tament. Tht 'wliole is rcpFcte with very -exten- 
€ye Teaming, >nd well Worth the earefol periifail 
orftudehts fti divinity.' The firft of tjjefo was 
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tranilatecl into Englifh by Chatnbtrliynei foon^ 
after its firft pubitcttion in French* 

Our aiikthor's disffrfaiion on tbc expedience . o/^^ 
sometmes> disguising, the truths ^aiied a fu.riotis 
clamoar agBmlk him*; . He jdoes^i^pt i4€ci(ie tb^ 
^ueftion ;;<biifr hr tfe^OEM -tOr t^ke 't^i^ a^rniativef 
This produced a pfiper^ wsr^ji|nd-;bift nota^opif^ 
linjuiUy e^nrured his xBp-r^)<s», iThc mildnefs. of 
liii difpoiition rendered \i\m% deHrable opponent^ 
for though he was fare .|o ^conquer, yet he iub* 
dued his adverfary fo handfomely, that th^^cap^ 
tivc wa» the better for . his 4f feat. . But others 
did not controvert lyitoUTo much tf^ per*. .$oa)« 
suToxc. ag^inA bimy/otHers for hiji^*. ;A.|t..l&ngtli 
ihe fynod decided the diCpjO^tie in 1^^ ,favpur« , 
I He pubti fh^d . a fmal 1| but v)il q^bje < piecje^ . on . 
tBe state tf ejfristianitj in Francf. .? ft ttcats of 
isajoy important polnt»^fj;elji|^o&f,4|^.c<>nUQverrx 
between cathojics ^ind proteAants. \ Thece is alfo 
^ fmall catechism of his publifhin£> t'^^cb T- 
think worth the atfentioQ pf.fgch as ed^uc^te 
children in th« firit piMQCiples o£ rclj^lon^ ... 

i. There are twelve violumcsi oft his Sermpml 
Some are^.ditated tojjiifi piajcfty.jGposrge^I^ apd 
the '.kingl. was pleafed to allow .-hinf ahandfonie 
penfion. Some to her^ B:).a|eft)r Q^een Carolii)C| 
while flrie was princefs of Wales. One to count 
WafTanaer, a Dutch nobkp^an. Tw9 were ded- 
icated to. her maj.e(ly>. after his deceaCe^^^y^his 
fpn. Profeffor iSumont, and Mr. il|i^6n,^,.;» 
m^om Mr« Savrin I(;ft ji^i& isMUi|c/iptjB,'^ubIi(t^^ 
tbc reft, and, pt^e yoltimc U dedicated ^o^, thi 
^toniitefs J)x}p%g,er of 4^\bc.ti^rUf^ Tbo Efigilfli 
feeni therefore to have a right to the labours of 
IfaHr great man» 

. .!^f r. S^urln died at the Hagu^ on Dec# |3Q]t^b, 
J730t;agfd 53, m,o(l fincerely fegi^tted ll?ry. all 
)>i$. a^4^;i|n^a^nGe?y as: Y^H.as by, Ws, £bafc^ wbji 
loft in him a truly primttWe cbrimah ininifttf) 

who 
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yfho fpent hift life in watching over his flocky as^ 
one who knew he i»u(l give aiv account* 

In regard to thistranilatioir^ it >vas£r(l under*- 
taken by the deiire of: a fmali circle of private* 
friendsv for oor xmitual edification,. If Lhave 
fuffered n9y private opinion to be prevailed over' 
\sfy others to print-tbis tranflation, it is not be-- 
i/aufe I think myfelf able to give language to' 
Saurin ;. but becauft I humbly hope tliat the fen-* 
timents of the author may be conveyed to the ■ 
reader by it* His fentiments, I think, are, ia» 
general^ thofe of the holy fcripture,.4iBd his man-^- 
Ber of treating tbenr well adapted to iinprefa^ 
them oo-the heart.- I have endeavoured^ not to> 
difguife hi» meaning, though I have not been^ 
?ble to adopt his Ayie ^ for which defe^, though- 
I' print thetn by private fubfcriptton,^ for the ufe 
of my friends, on whoR &an4our T depend,. yet. I;* 
do not oSkr to publifit thenr to the world for tl)c~ 
liinguag>e of Mr* Saurin* I^ fliould have beea^ 
glad to have pleafed every fubfcriber, by infert*^- 
ing ihcfe fertnons,. whi^h were moft' agreeable to^ 
him, had I known which they were ^ but as thi^^ 
was impoHLble, T have followed my own judg« 
nieut, or perhaps expofed my want of: it.. Th& 
f^fl volume aims to fecure the do^rine of a God^ 
»gainft the attacks of atheifts* Hi the fecond^ 
we mean to plead for the holy scriptures- ^g9iin^ 
deiflb. In the third, we intend to take thofe 
fermons, which treat oft. the doctrines^ »/• chris*^ 
tsianityf as we humbly conceive that the new tef- 
tament is fomething more than a fyftera of morat 
philofoph^. And the latb volume we dedicate to^ 
moral fubje£ls, becaufe we think chrifiianity ii. 
holy religion,^ produdlive of moral obedience iiv 
all its true difciples. To this fecond edition » 
J[/ib volume is added on mifcellaneous fubjedlsi. 
May the God of all grace blefs the reading of 
them to the weatcening of the dominion of (in, 
and to the advancement of the kingdom of oup - 
blelTcd Redeemer) Jefus Ghrift ! 
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• r r^£ OMNIPRESENCE OF GOD^ 

, ^ , Psalm cxxzix. 7. 8, 9, 10, 11, la. 

Itblihet ^oH'i; g^ /ypint thi spirit ? 6r Either 

ihall rjlei Jfm iH} presenct r JffT asciiid 

"up^ Jittd bdaten^ fh'ou art there :' ' If I make my 

' ' hed in Ml, ^bold tH&u art .there. If x' tdlt^ 

tt^ ttnnfS of the ihoriiingy and.iittw//' /n the uH 

terjiihst parts of rbe seaj even ihe^e skaUkbv 

' hand lead me^ and thy rtgfif hand Whaii IMi 

; md. Iflsa^^SufetyiheddMes)sybdHcovt^ 

tne ; even tb^ nigbt sball be light hb6utmt\ 

'; 'Tf:a tbe*daHiniss hidetb noi front lbei;%uttbk 

' * titght shinitb as tbe day : theiiirknph Mid'Hb 

' iigbi tvt i^0 aV^ to xhtc. ' ■ '" ; • 

CoUfcD I Brfre bnV W?ffi,'W anfwe% 
my propolcd end of preaching' to-day with effici* 
iy, chridlans, it ^ould be to (hew ,you G^ in 
tills al^embli^. ^'Mofei h«d ^aeh ^at) iidvaikage, 11% 
iban therefore ever fpoke with greater futcefs^ 
He gave the hw to the people, in Go<^'the I'e^ift 
lator's prftfcncev He cdnld fa^, This Tliw wJiiiA 
1 gi.Veyou, proceeds froni p*)d r here is his thrOnCt. 
k\ittt U Ihis iightmng, yondier is hit 'thufndeW 
Atcorrd^rfgl^i iwvcrVere k people mbrt fti*ucfc 
with a'Tegrffat^ ^o\c^.. M-otts' haii ' hardly^ De^ 
iron tp' ffx^ak'^'lidt, at le^ft fijr tiftVt inoftidiif,Ull 
Hearts were united, ft^d all S%$rti^eeh&^''viritlk 
•h€ vaice, crying, ^^A^ i^zi^'iiiott'm}^ fpoteiH 
we wllll;do.*' Eiad;xiW»i^ •'' •'■'"^^- ■ 



j>i 



Bttt 



But in ra«n">rfe ^d«r formdSB ^re^w^ from thie 
fecrcd foiiVces r in Vjltw iitf wif 'fa^^o*^oir, 7*^11^ 
saitb tbe Lord ;. jl^Qitlfee; o^ly? a man j yo» hcar^ 
enljr a morial voice Ui this pulpit ; God hath' pur, 
his treasure yiftfo ^JrrA^AT^f«^,g3^:Cor;'iv. %m~ 
and our auditors, e(li mating tlic treafdrc by the 
meannet^ of the veiTelr^HiAcad of • fupponiog the- 
meannef^ of- the vciTelforthe falfc of the treafi*" 
are, bear tis Vrthemt r e%d^ - knii'^ktiitit!^^ ac- 
tive no advantage froip the oitnittry*' 

But worfe'Gbd^r^ftht ift tti^^-attiAiMy, oould' 
ve.fti&w yj(Hi tbeDiFity^ajmRg(|,y:9i% s^t^pii^iM 
©i»r voice-by his. aflprolijFatiart^ prcifrncei ana- 
tfacaaiinipg. witji.^ wb>t 'difpP&ipihs. yoiifVh^^ar hif. 
word| v^ioJsiQ^yot^ ^wbieb plf yopf niy* brcth^ioi. 
fK>uld'reSlV^>emijQ|?Dt. aacl fo iif^k'? mp^We ? 

G4ini^iaD8^^th\$ idea is not d^ttiti!lft»'6.f;r|pality t- 
C^od is ewciy wh«J«i-b« n \n thiixJiMrcV^ V.ailt* 
<9f,^fl5ij-j«nd blood; prevent «p^r^ }l|[^. af> Iw^i i^ 
tl^fe ii^wiVvfaW, . ?»ix yo»| nwi^' ^iv- .^' fjyifl'^^' 
youf (piri t^ .If. yoa wouli* ^t^ a fioi^'.^ '^A^;!* ^ 

his magnificent defcriptia^^^fif tho? ii]^i^ and' 

einniprefence of God, ''^ Whither Ihalt' I gOi 
]6<pm thy vfpirtt L oi^ wbiti»ff 8>ali I, %f ,^r^ thy 
HreiVoce ?, If.Iafctend up into he^veiH, tl^ou ait- 
^e|:e;; if I n?^^ my bf&^iiD.-beM, j>eh:pld^ thi^Q. 
»^,th«R9.>: Jf i, t?»lfe9-tb,<;: w^ngs^ yof 'tbc inm-ning^ 
;U|d 4]^clf .jo tUc ,jtttftrinoft.parc^'^fah:f^^^^^ ; ?y(;« 
j^i:# fluaU-j^^vlijaa^ie^ j»c^ an^ thy.i^ight Jiiipi 
i^^M .hpid mei ^If , ^;(fy5, ,S»reijKj..,ti?f. dar^^ni'^ 
^all cover roe^ 4 iC'Vj^n. the- night, flpl), be light 
jib,o^t ine.. Yea tbi? 4^rk^^ef^|. hide tJv.< not jfiom 
.l*>?«S^ ,tjul^,tbejMght jj?ii^ft^ja& th^j.4ay..:',tl>^ 

. ie ifl -ftr*^' M^ -t^fldaft^iaiSif hcs^;^1^e-, ^^gh?. 
ajfvfeeff^iD^/ciiRf^lP^ mtwfW ^P^4y¥^\Pm* 
^m^^ ^?l.tWAH>y»9iff«»ftotuourfe;l/4B^ a^V/j^rclei^t 
^ith Indicating what^dea& wje.^^k 4o <tbem. jwr 
tthierving}.tba.t by tbe spirit ziii pres ems of 60% 



Mi' dikniprhinci ^-'•Offife »^ 

we unje.Etaiitl ^God hlratc-lf.,' I;tn*w, ronie Sf 
^ipe^^tJif^over great ray fieri e^'iin there te^ms.'add 
telfjjV.tkat there are Tonic pkffagcs in ■fcViprutt 
where tfre '.'«iaTd"presiac£ ' rnedns [lie fotand ,pe'r- 
"f<15-v5Jli wlierc tfhe i^inii 

epfrh \a Jd'bf the third. 

B(i,i ;a»;^i ierc, tKdfe IcriM 

iiive rtot ity.avii til 'doiidt 

•that thii ngi i» precireljf 

«f i[|C 1b any difpute dur 

commcDJ, W^fiiall Ie»Vc^hcm to difpu,te ft; fcr 
•it •wonld be'dinjuR^ocorifumc that tinicj ^ick 
is^'dedi(i,ate,tl ^ fl^'? !^'iifi.'r^.''o" of* whole :co n gre- 
^^ti'o:},. jn ,rfe£jiU)ic a'^particu[ar '■•opinion.' ^Xbt 
ptber y J(((rejtfjiis" in o^r -^^'^U. feanen, 4c// ,■ li>< 
. ji)J^jfj_.^'t6t /morning, j' figurative expreffion, 
. Aie.ptiting.the ripidi^y of the High't in COinmuai-i 
eating ittelf from one end df the Vorld to thii 
6(li.ef.,j there expreffiwi, , I fay, need no com- 
ment. The, presence ot God, the spirit i^ Goi, 
■Cgpif^^^lKirt ihe.divine efTe'nce ; atid this affern- 
iiiige ofidWj-vifi't&er shall Lgofrom thy ip'r- 
»(.? ' v/ki tier _^Jf air i -fiee frorti' tbj preseriei'f 
niean&,'ihM''{7odii immctiici'and that be ia ■^ttC 
jBDt in every flace; i 

But wherein codGCIs this imoienGty'and omoi^ 
pre fen ee? If eVeV a i^ueftian reguired devefop- 
iitgjiftfiti' rtttaHlytfiesj not only becagfe it pre* 
Cents to the miijd an abArad fubjcA, which doct 
notiall under l^te obffii;yation of .the/en(es,.|iut 
becaiife. many' who l)ave treated thii matW, (p^r- 
3pn' ail opih'ioo. which .doe«'',iiot jtrodeed -froiti a 
d'efit^ ot oppoGagany individuiil, but' onl)> f^^) 
Si love to the trulhy-E&kny who' have ha^ed the 
fubjeA, have coii'^riblited more to perple^, than 
to explain it. ', ' We may obfetve, in g^eneral, 
that, unlefs we be wttolly unacqaaintcd with the 
hiAory of the fciences, it it impofEble not to a^- 
knoibhd^et that alh^MftiDiwaboiitilhil nMtTrtfof 
fpit-itsi'atrthatftre a)ly-injrreli»M^'t« metaphyfl 



%9 IA?5Q««»^»:<«<«f.«[)^»* 

icn, w«;fc ypry lijttle-.jjndcrllqod before the tiro# 

<«f that.cj:lcbraJtc4^ph»ofqph'cr, whom tjrbd'reeixM 

• to ii^vje bcftoyed .oii the worlfl to nunfy rcaljpn^ 

-as.be' had .feme time before' railed DP oihcrs to 



ity Qf .God^^, yne (aid, God wasra'iioirtt; ihdU 
V I {] pie. indeed y but a ,poin^ bo«Kever. that na^a 
the ipeculiar property pt occupying evei*y'piirt' if 
the uuiv.erfc. ^^dth«r) that G6d Was the pTace 
of all bcinfeV ^^^ uiihierite* extentTn ^ifeiich hit 
jpo^cr liad ^J^iced them. ^Anotheri that 'his . et 
4ef>pe ^was 'f:^«(/(v in heayeni but' yef, ^f^epiytttelj^f 
is.theyv.expreljs it| in every part pf jttie''ui1iver(ei 
Jp (hort, this truth hath been dbfcUrieff by the 
groueft igoonaQce. Whatever ^arVerfion We liiV"6 
to the -decifive ! tone, y/c will venture to afiiririi 
that , people, wlio talked'an this Riannef of God^ 
bad fiQ idea-s-themrelves of what they advanced. ' 
'[. Po not be ^fraid . of . our coniud^4ng you afto 
tb<fc 'wiJ4 mazes ; do not imajginc that^'wi MfJ 
bq f^,. ou tfcVves in e»poTii\g ill. theft notions, ' ;foY 
thfs/rajce of labouring to refute ij^^^ We will 
^content ourielves with giving you. tome light m- 
- to the onininrerence of • God>t ^ • ' . k--"- -' " ;' • - 

- L. By -TefTJovin g -tb ofe , f il f^ }i e^y which) ^t 
^xik) ifeem (Off ref^t .tbe^le|^^:|i?^r4he> ii?|ftj;in^^ 

'"ils' By^fl5gnW'«Wr*tr6«?^'' -^ * -^^ ---i' -^^ - '' - 

,. !• ,.X.ct. 11?. remove tl>e lalle idears, whicn, at 
firit, nrpfent ,tftomfclve« to,,%he. imagintitjion : as 
jf» wh^n we fayihat.Goa .is;prefent in; any place, 
we mean that be is actus^Ily <;Q^tainea therein \ 
as iif, virhen we fay <hat 0.od.AS,5n c very place, w^ 
Bieaa.tQ aiiiga to him a r^al ^nd proper extend 

1 3* 'The'T)hil«>fophcf, i|iike0A^ jbyi Mf^. ,S, I fupPT^Jfe, Jf 
J^i^,xounrtryi||^n;D«fcartcs,,bqni in.159"^. . Vie de P^f?f 
parfiatlUt, ' 
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TAe Omnipnience ofGdS^i 21- ^^ 

Vfioti* Netthefi of.Ahefc: is:dtffign«d; ^andbo^e* 
move tbeic idets ny brethren) two rjgfie£^itot: 
^areTafficiem* . ' ....,•• 

God is a fpirit* A fpirit idamiot be kt ^.^vct^ 
V at lead ra the maoner ta ^whicfa we tomteive'^of 
• place* r -r . '».'.' ■^' 

:li Gcfdvis a fpiriti -What ^lattim can ywt' 
.^^fiiid betweisn .mfdoniy powtr,' mercy, andia^Uthe 
other'rattcrbotea, ^bick.eti4«r ihto^^ur notwii'of ^ 
the di vimty, aitdr :t be ^nature -o^f .bbdie& ? ' Pttlvef-^' . 
ize matter,. gt^ it iall the dlffereat fbrnis'-df 
^vphich. it is fafcepcibky eierate' it Jte «its higlifffi % 
degree' of atthiametit^'.tnaflQe^it iraftand imincttftv' 
moderate or fim^l^/iiiimcibiBs nr oxcart) . 0|>a4ud) 
ofrtran^arem .: l .^erd vill. naVer ^.fcfulfcr.afiy tfaitig - 
batfigttiiest and never will lyou be ablje^-^by nH-l 
' tbeft* conibinatioas. or' dtvHiensi toiiprodoce^onc^,^ 
^iia|^»ieqtiiineii£f 0i]e^n|rl« ithdugfat,* Hke- that: of ' 
the meaireA a«d ipoft-contrai^ed^f' aH:iiiankiiRd» ' 
ICmattcr tbev caimot'be the Ai^e£i of oneiiiw 
git operatloD -oi ^e foul: o£ a mecbaiitC) 'how flmU -l 
it be the iubje^ of thefe-attribotea which -miiike 

the eHeoce.of'God hiioretf ? ' . . .* 

Bttt pephaps God, *who js ^iritiial in one*ff^l 
vOf his ^IF^ocCy hvay be corporeal in.aDotbea-paitti r 
'hkt vmoy. who^nlthokigh he bath: a fptritual fonl,' • 
is yet luiited to a pbrtioa> of matti^r* K:o :.;foe,,: 
^however admirable m^map^^bat.fiiuoiit of ^fptrituai v 
.and feBfible may be, and thofc laws which imite a 
his.ibul to his body,' aotbing ibore fidly OMtrbsii 
his^ w^ikoefii aiid dcpetkdsncci. aJttd^confeQuef)tly^ ^ 
nothing can' lefs >agrde with: the ^ divine ^esce4 ' 
Is it not a roack of the depei}deacQ:of ao iilimor<» * 
tat. and ibteHigeilt foul, to b& enrveloped in a ItN , 
tie .6elh aQd bloodf /wjjjci*^ acconJiug t« tbwr^ 
different roottonsi determine 'his ^y or fioribtiyi 
his happneOi or niifery ? Is it not a mark of the 
^weaknef^ of our Tpirits, to have the pow^r of 
4i6iing oolypo; tbat/Iittle jpatter to .wihich we acQ n 
4imitd| aiid to liaire na power over norc ? .Who^ 



c«n imagine that Gdd^hath ftidb liaihs-r He 
hath no body : * Ivsi ts^^foited'tio ^Oi%:; ^yet he i« 
united to all. ^* at celeb rated ;pbHoibpJfer5 fbali 
IrCall hkn? or atheH^^whoi^id'tbat tbe aiTciiD- 
Idagtt ef all eniftende/cecilllemedrtbeidiirine ef* • 
fence, who would have uS(Coniider all cor|»oreal ^ 
bemgs as the b^ of tfie diTinhy, ^ubliflied a 
great extraragancev tf*c»nie^titiJib»t tbc diirine^ 
eFence -ciimMed of ttbts -^HemiHage. Bot thete ' ' 
1$ a very juil fenfe, mi which at itsay be Aiid tb^t 
the whotenniverfeis ihe bbdy- of tbp Dettju 'tia ' 
tffciti ^s-J[ call tbis |>ortion of matter iny4>od3t9 ' 
vbtcb 1 tnbve, a^^ and. dire£b<a8 I Trloflrfc, fa - 
-Ood a€tiiate« by his wiii evjcry {MMrt.oHF tbe ur^i* • 
tverfe^: h'e obfctires the fun, .be .calcu£.tbe viiMfidvy - 
'l)^ cofiMnaiida the fea. Btit jtbiai'Vef^ notion tx* • 
cdude^ali corporiety from X^od,.- And fr^vea that - 
*iGod is a fpirit. If God tfonifiiimes -reprcfeBtt 
blmf^lt with ftct, with ^bande^ with eyeg, }^ ' 
jx>eans in thefe portr^ttSi .rather to give os ,mm^- - 
blems of his attributes, than images (prc^perly ' 
faking) of aay ^parts which he p^tfflTetb* 
Therefore, when he attributes thefe t<r fhimfelf, » 
he gives them^o vaft an extent, that 'We eafily 
pcfcety« ib^y are not to be grofaly.ftitiderftood. ^ 
'Hath be hands ? they are hands mbkb . weigh - 
the mountains in seales^ and 4ht fhiUs in a btdh ■ 
iinctj which measure the ^ at ens iti the h&llcw ef 
Jik handy and mete tut .the , heavens with a^spauj -'- 
Ifa. Ix. 12. Hath be eyes ? they are eyes that 
penetrate the •miftuuBwaf arable diOancesu Hath 
iicf(8et:? they arcfeet vrinCh-reach from heaverf'»i 
f%o,czr\h,' far iXht fieawn is his thnttiei and the ' 
-earth is >his foot stool^ ch, Ixvu 1. Hath he a 
iicr^ -it 4«^» f -6<f scrtmd o/numy ^aters^ hrecfk* 
ing the cedars: of Lebanon^ making mauni Birtan^ ^ 

.'- skifi .1 

♦Mr. S. meatts, lihjould-fftjipQfe, Spinoza; whoft 
Cyftem of atheifm, fays a feiafible wrftcr, i^ more grofs. 
And therefore 4618 dang«r<»vs, tlMmotbfrsvS ttis p(»f«a 
99ittja\g its antidote with it. ./ 



.TKe Omiipcsenet of 60 dt 2^ 

i^p like ah'Utticdnti and' tb^ binds tb calve^ 
-Wal# xziac. %% 5t ^j. 9.^ 

' « Tilts reniDdsrriic of a beaoiiful |)fiftffage it> Pliu 
to.^ Hc;f»y.i tbat- tbe gi)d&f partkulariy tl\c 
'«bief. ged^, the tne&bie bdaacjr^ as he caUg htuit 
^OMUMpi be tonocWed'of but hf xVfif uuierftMsdtpgp 
ooly^ aivl byc^fatng Cetifl&le obje^s .; that* in 
furidt tx» «j^et»pUte the diviniiyi terreAriai 
iiieiia m»ft<b«- fuBindunted ; that the eyes canuot 
^tfc; binr ^ that thenars cainnot bear bim. A 
tlKmshl >vhich Jtiiiaa^tbe apoftate, a great ad- 
wrerpf-tbac philofopher^ fb oably exprelTes i% 
^H» ifatiiW: Qf>\tb€ C»4ar8i Thus ^yery..'tbingf 
f0cv^.ito.«tebtit<li our ^(l firlociple, that God if 
^ fpirit. 

, 2. But to prove that God is a fpirtt^ and ti» 
^pve that be .occu pies no place, at leaft as our 
imagination c(>ncejves) }$^ in our opinioO| to eC* 
%M%\m tbe fame tbefisi 

. 1 know.vboiii difficult it is to make, this conCe- 
(fUAUce intejligible. aitd clesri not only to tbofe 
who bave never* been accoftomed to gieditatiooy 
^ftdwbo are tbiarefore more excufable for having 
^Aofufed id^a>; but dven to focb a«^ having cuU 
tivated. the fcienc^s, ar« inoft intent .on refining 
tboir, ideas. I frjeely acknowledge, tbat after we 
(Mve ufed oUr uti^oft elTprts to rife aboye fenfe 
aud lAsnter, it will M ci^reo^ly difficult to con* 
cejiVQ the exigence of a fpirit, without; cpnceiv- 
to^ it in a canaia, place. . Yet, I tbink, wbau 
ever difficulty there may be in the fyftero Of 
•tbofe who maintain that an immaterial being 
^nnot be in a place, properly fo called, there are 
greater difficulties (lill in the oppofi^e opinion : 
if>r^ what is immaterial bath no parts ; wbat 
bath no parts bath np form ; wbat bath. no form 
hath no extenfion \ what hath no extenfion can 
have no fituation in place, properly fo "called* 
Tor what is it to be in plaof ? is it not to fill 
fpacc I is it not to be adjufted wi^h furrounding 

bodies t 



«4: H^ tTmnijSMSMre^ 

bodies?, bov adjaft'. witli . Carrottndmg beclks- 
vrithout parts ? - how conlKI of: parti witlsMit be* 
4ng: eoq^reat :? Bm if yoo^alcnbe* a real land 
^{)ef< «i6tenfiqn ,«i> a fpfriv iveiy tboaght trf 
,tbat rpim wottic^rbe a. £^Ntr»te partiitti ofi^^dM 
fxtcnftbOy as every ban of <tbe boif k a fejAWte 
foitioiy af tbe wbw bodjT t ^everjr opctattan of 
ipint woKild bo a laodifieatAo^ 'of- ibati oxteo&nH 
asei^tfry .vyperatioa ^r bodf ia^'a .modificatioii -bf 
Jk>dy-;r and, wetis : tbie i b« <srfe^ :tb^e woiild 4>t 
iiiy aWiMj^ity ki lay^ng'Ttba^-a tbottght is 'rpiind^ 
ar fi^uafe, of' civbio^'^ wbveb Is- liqtbmg lefs tban . 
%bir->eo'Mo€iitdfBg^of fpirit* wit4i' matterw. Thus 
^avfdle^- wbic)»-«tfp imagination fofma &f-the 
omniprefcnce of God, when it reprefents -tbe e^ 
^Dbe't>£ Vhe St^nemb BhlHg fiHIng' in&iita fpa^es,. 
aa^>««>aiid> lodged '16 oa?' bMifiei, is- a fs^e*id«4| 
«lvat3oi)gkt:<itt|'4>t^c»Mfiillyra'rQfit^fl!d« ' 

IL What nottons theivvahvfl; mt^ f^rm <d iht: 
imm^tifiVj^ iSff'Ghdrt In ^ba^^ fenib' d<f w« 'gI»i« 

Itdgt Br« ifo^aWf ttilr^fpbfeit^ i^ l» cbAtl^€le4i^'W4 
b'a^Tflofi iroperf^A idflii% of^iplrtti^' e¥ebr o^f <IOi^ 
#imfplrrta, andj'fdf tf mtitb"'flitmgcr^iptfa(bo^ Hi/ 
tht Fat bbr ^f^ fplTttft^ that • tK» A |en4aa ^ti - tlje 
«i^orild,'bo#ever' es^ked yoa mi^ *A>p^a h^tHf 
afte^ bW gieateft €lfbits ^fmedHal^Qdy ' caa Uf, 
t«7o4, TlVfrsvftHi' elKifftld fbevaf^kibif tecs' a^>Gdd^: 
bifhofd a ^oMpfetf^. idira of lii»«'4Bl4ti^#ty aad c^ 
alpfefencc. Yeti . by tfh* • h*Fp' «f ioafid> ifcafeii, 

abovief a'H by the aid of^reVelfeti6nr'^«'fl»«y fir*"** 
fdo, if not complfele, at Teaft^difttnA Meas oftte 
fubj#€b V rt IS pofiifbli^,^ if i!ot to inditat« M thfe 
fimCes ki ¥/%lth God is itnmeiife) at l^aftto-^oitot 
oat fomot U 19 perfTibte, if <m)t t6 Jhj?w ]poa a1l^ 
thfc tfath, atieaft to difcovcr It in paHi^ - - • •* 
• L€4'ushot«ortc<tiv6' the oimnipr^feh«c of GoA^.. 
aft a par^linilafr attrittate (if I may Ventote t6 fay 

£i>) of iht: Jit^tjj , at" goodnels. -^r- wifdoxii) but as ^ 

■ f ... 4. xktA 
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the extent or infinity of many others^ The om- . 
niprefence of God/is that unjvcrfal property by 
which be commanicates hjtnfe]f to alli diffufes 
hiaifeif through all, is the great dired^or of all, 
or, to <;onfiae ourfclves to more didiiiA ideju 
fiill, the infinite fpirit 1$ prefeut in eyery place. , 
1*. 3y a'boandkr» knowledge. , 

2. By. a. general in^uence. 

3. By- an univerfal dire^lon. 

God is cv^y- where, becaufe he sfrki> all, be- . 
caufe be /iTyfuifiice^^ ally becaufe be directeti all* 
This we mud prove and eftablilh. But if you ^ 
would judgj; rightly of what you have heard, and 
of whattyotf^may ftill hear^ yoi> niud remember 
that this fubjefl- hath no , relation to your plcal- 
ures, nor to your pplicy, nor to any of thofe ob- 
je^s.whiUi occupy and fill your whole fouls; 
;^nd confe<^uentiy,« that if you- would follow us, 
you mud llretch' your meditatfioDy - and go/ as it 
were, out of yourfelves*- 

!• The,fii»^ idea of •God's -omniprefence js his 
&mtiUcUnce» God i^ ev<:ry» where picffht, be- 
ciiuic: he sccth all* Tliis the prophet bad piinci* ] 
pally in view. . '* O Lord, thou haft tearehcd me, . 
and known me.' Thoukuowed my down-fitting 
and mfQ9 up-rifisg^ thou underiVandtd my 
thoughts afar dff^; Thou eonipaireft.my p^th and 
iny lying down, and art ac^tfii^uned with all my 
ways*. For there is not a word iu my tongue, 
btit loy O'Juird^ thpir knowcd it aliogether. .^ 
lliou had^ be¥dt me behind and befort- • §uch , 
knowledge is- too. wonderful for me i it is high, I ' 
cannot attain- vnto it," vcr, 1, 2, 3, 8^c. Then 
follow the wordj of our text : " Whither fiiall ] 
1 go from thy fpirit,? and fo on. 

.Let us not j he n -confide r the Deity, after the ; 
63^mpil of the fchoohnen, as a point fixed in 
tlie univerfality of beings* Let us confider the ' 
iitjivcrfality pfbeings as a point, and the Deity 
a-8 an ImineQjre eye, which fcea all that pafies in ^ 

C3 that * 
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that pwift, ill that can poffibly pafs there ; and 
whrcb, by an all-ammattug ihtetllgence,, makes 
an exad eioflibrrtation of aH th^'effe As of msftter. 
afld'of att'thedifpofitiohsofTpfrtt. '^ 

*U God khbws all ttiic tfi^iftV 'of .matter. An 
expert workti)£id' takes s^ parcel bf matter propor-* 
tinned to a^workwhrch be *mtdrtatey, be tnakea 
divers- wheels, difprfes thctt; propferly, aB4 f<^9y 
hj the jwles of his. art, what mtifhrefah ffojit-' 
their a!ftni*olage.. SlJpp'oft a'fiibHm<f, feXaiSfe g«iil* 
»5, knoifclhg how to go fi-oul prifierp>e tb printit 
pte,. and frobi eo;nfeqflencc to c'cjri ft <jfi eh ce^ after' 
iorefeeirtj^ what m'aft refylt IfrOra t#o wh6fel^' 
joined togah'er,' ihbuld' ima'ghie a- third, he Vill 
as certainly know i^^ha't* niuuVefifiilt f«ifli a thifd, . 
as from a firft aVid fedorfd; after imagining a 
thi«J, he roayimigitie' a fbtirth, and property aj** 
ra^nge It with the red in' hiis imagination ; after 
» fiwirth a fifth, indi fo on to' an ebdieft' number. 
Su^h a man co»4d mathematically deiTior>ftra'te, 
iii an cxa£l and tnfainbl^: tnann^r, what muft fc-. 
foh'froni a work co'mpbftd of all theffe xlifferent 
■wlieelsV ' &3ppo^ further, that thfs workman,, 
hiving accur^ely confid^'red' t^e eflfi&fts Whkh 
wOiildW produced^ on theftf %^h^els; by that fub- 
tlife matter which iil their whirling^ contiflualty 
furrounds them, and Whicfh,-by its perpetual ac- 
tion and nriot ion, chafes, w<fars,' aifd' diflrolves all 
bodies ; 'this w©rkiff2th %dold'te11 ybp,' with:thfe 
faViie ^xa^ncfsj^ how long each xJf thefe wh'ectk " • 
wpuld' wear, artd when the wliblc work would* h't-' 
cdrnrdmc'd.* Gfvc ^his woVk^tpah life and indoftry' 
pt;pportiorial to hU"imagiriati6ii,^farfti(}i*hrrti with 
xniiiterlals proportional to his idedSj iind he will*' 
produce a vaft,. immenfe w^rk, alV the different * 
initiors of which hfe can 6x^tftly, combi*^ J all 
tbV. different efeas of which hfe can evicl'cntly.J 
foi-rce. He. wlii fee^ in what time motion* will ' 
be communicat4^d' from the fifft of thefe wheels' 
to'tbe /ecohd, aVtKhit'time' tTic iWohd' wilt Inbtr^ 

. • *- " ^ the 



tH^ thii^, fmd-fo'of the refl t-h? iNEill furetdl ill* 
tiieir difl[^rent motieafii^'SHKi aH the c&^ls wiiicb* 
SBufi refultfrofls tbeir differetit ooiiibii»atfO08.. . 
Hitherto this is 'eulf f«{(potitk)n,^iii[7;bi>ethreni' 
li%H;.it 19 a"A}|>^fitionr tbiit coxuki^s ii& to tiff 
mod certain of^U f«bdl««- This wot-knwm is God^^ 
Opd i» tkU fubUme, eifi|i£l^ iofiihiie g»mua; He 
caiU into beiflg^faa^opyr without mottoni aitd^ iar 
£iAmc ftnCtf withoot foriB» He gives tbw inatt«» 
ibrm and motion* ' He mkhes, a. certaiif Bumboft' 
of wheeb^ <or rather -be' makes- tbem^wltbaul^ 
xrumber*- Ho'difpores ihevet as -be thinks propeiv- 
He communicates - a certain- degree ol^'Oiotion|f ' 
agreeable to tb^ law* of his .wifdom* Thence^ 
airifes the wo»Fd*w^hich fttikcs' o«r eyes, B^ tbes 
feHr^roentiofiedexaRTpJe^. I conceive, that God, bjh 
Im own intelligence, faw what mv(V tefoit fronv* 
the^ arraingemc^t' of ' all the wheeli that compoJTe 
this world, and knew, with the ut«ioft exa^n<i%w 
all their combtnations*^' He fsiw that, a e6rtaia> 
dtfgree of motion, imported "to a certain -poirtioftr 
€tf matter, wpnbi produce water' j» that another 
i^Qtt^ of -motion, comnmnicaied to another pdr*^ 
tioir of matter, would produce ire $ that aiiolhe^ 
wovld prodoce earth', and fo. of thie reft*- He- 
ferefaw, with^the utmofl preciiion, what wodld. 
reftth from this Mrater^ iVom this ftirc,- from thi** 
eartb when joined together, and agitated by facti 
a degree^ of motioii as lie (bould. communicate^. 
By^the bare infj^^ion of^thc laws of^mbtioni. he 
fbrefiw fires, he fbrcfaw (hipwirecks, he forefa^v» 
earth^uaWesjt he 'forefaw all the victilku^s o€^ 
time^ he forefaw thpf8 which rotift put a period>^ 
to t i me^ when tbe bt averts shall fittss away xtHtiK 
a' great naist^ ^ben the dements shall faelt-n»hh^ 
fiment heatj when' the- earth with ail the works ^ 
thiat are iri it shall he burnt' up^^ d-F^t. im JO* 

2; BMt, if €rod could ooml)ine aH that would^ 
re£b!t from the lia^^ of' motion commonicated to* 
lAUteri ttf cobid $9fo eombihe «i( thiat'Wovld/ re»^ 
• fult 



ftilt from iot^Higenoet freedom of wUI, and «fl 
tbc fftcttkies which make the effence of fpirita ^ 
and,, before be had formed thofe fpirit^^I i;»eiDg^ 
lihich coinpofie tbe ietelligeat world,,, he knew 
nr bat all their ideaa^ all; -tbetr- proj^^&y ^U thciir 
deHberationa, would for ey^r be** 

r am aware, that a. p^tl^cuiar a>B^qifenc^ 
vhlah follows this do£tf inet ba>b o>ade fome dt^ 
i^inet exdaim agiti^A tbja.thciisf and^ under ibc 
ipecioua pretenae of e:!ji^l^attag the Deity, froia- 
t-ho eatraftc« of (iii into-tbie wi»rld» the/, liave- 
al&raied.'. that~ God coi^IdiBOt fofcfcff the deter- 
wioationa-of^a freo ^ag^a^tt;^ :&ry ia/} they^ bad bet^ 
lorefeco the- abiMfe whicb/inai>-^ wooi^ >have made^ 
0^' hia Itbertyi hf* refolvilng^. to frp, , his^ love to 
liolinef$«wottld have . engaged, hioi to jprevctit iu- 
But to reafjn id this raauetr Is, in attempting tor 
ie^vt' a^ dif&cultyjc to« kate^that^d^cuky^.m iii* 
M force.- . 

' Aliabey fay on t&ii artr<c}e,. proceedii from'^thia^ 
piioi»f>k,vthat a God infioitely |i^, ai|d tofioite* 
}y. powerful, ough( to difplay (if it b£^ai]0;Wabll^ 
to r«y)io)iail the iojjiity of4ii#-aurjibutes to pre-, 
vent fH>>- But< this •^priiaci pie is iiotoriouily'falfe«>« 
Witncf;? that v<;ry {%ermiifi.ba'Of ^ which is ob- 
jf^dr'to U3# Y.0j» will? Dot acknowledge' tba:> 
God forela>V' t»ao'$ fall into &a r' acko^wledge, . 
at leatt^ that he forefaw the poffibility^pf mau's. 
&llingy ai)d U»ar^ ur fbrmiog a creature, free, be 
koew that firch a. cr^atore irngbt ohuie virtue ov 
Vtice;: a€k4Y|>wledge, at<-lea£i, that God coiild have ' 
oi^eatied roan with fo much kpowledge, and could., 
have af&rded him fo many fuccours ;• he. could 
l>av« prefested fuch powerful motives to boUoef^ 
iDceiTantly, and difcoveced to him the dreadful 
c;onre<}uence8 of his Febellioa. fo . effe dually ; he . 
could' have united o(>edle&co 10 bis. commauds 
with* £o many delights, and thei mod diilanc 
thought of diibbedience with fo many difguil^;^ 
he could have baoilhed fcom niafi every tempta^^ 

tioor 
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*iim\\tA&Skr ^ that jbc wonld ney^.lMt^eiieeik.a'. 

fftmer; .¥et<.&od created mas in- adotiier man- 

"jutty c<mikx{\mA\y it is taot troey evcD' tn.yqiir 

• fjcftem, «tbat 'God liatli escenied all the |>ower be 

could t& preTCDt &t)'8 entrance into the world*. 

GonfequentiTT it isr&lie, ^hat a. Ibtng^. >irho.per-» 

:MdY loves iiol^ncft, emght to di^ay tbe.<wbole 

oatent 'of his 'attributes to prevent finy and. to 

cftablifii virtue. ' Gonfeqnen^lf^ the pvioctfde on 

-^tfk yen gpoflod your desial of Q9d,'t xottpre- 

'heiifion of>allt?tfae.di%o{itMna o£fj|MiJts, 19 an 011- 

warsantttbie ^fntXA^le^ iaod to at^ei»pt* to fblver 

vtlie dliioolty in this» mantier^^ is to leave it. in a}l 

:ks>£ar€«»- 

: But if ydo «oiifitlt 'Tevdblion) yo« wili.fod 
tha^ 64x1 clains. an fHiiverfal knowledge of fptf« 
4t)S, .J^ ibiyS) h6 sti9r$bttb an4 hnoiaf^tb themn^ 
•Jor« «3^f« |0« ' Rev* tt.i &S* . He fot^efaW) be lore* 
•^Idy the a^ii£tibBS> which Ahfabain's pofiedty^ 
<^eDti endure ktk Caftaan^ Gen*: 3£v. I S» th0> bard* 
fOirifij^of-PbMraoli, che-iiifidehty ^f fhe Jews^fde 
dT^th ^'thd $et$t41e^ ^liis €ruci£»oii of tho Mell- 
^h', Sitod* iH.'lE9v the conning: of x\tc prince ^ 
:Sedd«>, th«t Is ^>f V^^afian, or-TiciiSy'Who would 
-de^airt^ the ^tj <tsyi the samtaarj^ Ban. i^ ^5^. 
t^. And eonfequentjy, wo have a r^t to a(i 
#rai, that God knows &l! the ' thoughts of the 
mind, and atl the {entifnents of the heart, as w^ 
aa: that iie kno^s all the motions of matter* - 

Perhaps yov Wifii, tfty^hi'ethren, that out fp(ptu 
«U.ttofl8 were^ cai^ried further ; perhaps yott wouki^ 
liave us d^femangle the fiih)edt firom alt its' di^« 
oulties ; perhaps yom widi we could - mal^e youi^ 
vompreheod, in a elear and dlidindl' ifvanner, boW 
it is'poffible that foch rmmenfe obje^s^ caii hev 
Always prefent to. the Supreme Intelligence $ h^t 
what mortal tongue can exprefs ^h- luhliiAe- 
truthS} or what oapactty b able tO'cbncV^ 
^btm I 6n this article, we are obligtd witbour 
{Topbet tqeiGclaim) suii. immUf^ ««- a»^ tiH»*^ 

tkr/ut 
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I tbffiU -fair mt ; iuis ^high^ ; J cantht saftbtn ^vnfv^ 
u i vet', 6. In generali we^ cduceiwe tbse "tbtt* 
-.ijpbeve of dtvioe knowledge 19 not cbotraded <fay>' 
. any of the llnittft that coiifine tb^)fptrm of nmfi-'* 
. kind* > I ' : 

The boman fpirit is-^ united ■ t^" a pertiotr :dP 
ma tun Mail ctn pertarm no< o|^ratipi>"Wttfbiitt ' 
the agitation of 'hi9 brainy without the oootton^^of-^ 
hii animal rpirits,* wicbout thit helfijof hi«'feafo»- 
But tbe-braur wcanea^ the %i^t .«i»,apoaa«e>' tlie^ 
• Stnfea are biuntedy^ • and tbei »tniiti^'aIicta.tiol>'^ 
oC> body clogs the flMft^p6A€traftiug •aiud-a^kflhr^- 
.l^niovb. £uti6od, -aa.we.hawe repi^f«0l«d>b«tar- 
thinks, underftands, meditates, witbQi>aibrai%v< 
. iritbottt fptrits, ^idieot anynncd o4>f«dfe94: not 
^rticipating. their nature^ bo> aaver^partlaipates-i 
, their alteration, and thisa hat^iy tptt Uigence itit^ - 
-siediately from* the. treaibctiofioteliigc^^ceritlelf* 
Ilia fptttt..of*Dian owcaita^friiAeiiice to^a iiip9^ 
.>lor fpint».to.a.firircignt^€ai>lily.tfi:A :B»tiig^-wlw> 
?fWe«.himvon1y fu£h;'idaafr:a8r'be. thiifka. propff^. 
. and wilo hath boen-{^aftd no. tqiHaBal Dua»bi;rtffi 
jnyftcries frenibiai^. Biit God, ,Gad<n^t dn^ 
^oeanot owe bis esBiftenoe to a ^M-eigii caoCe, b^ 
att tbat exift> derive their esuAeitce^ from him. 
Hia4deaa' were the modeU-of all beHiga, an^be 
hathx eiilyy to eoBWlin3pilat& htobif-p^iie^ily to^^ 
•fcapw-tbem... ♦ 

The ffMPtt lof ,^flran «!» aatvimny^ Itinite'' fyirk ; - 
lie Ca»^on[kler*only one.«tr<:)e of o^eds. at^a<c> - 
aiany^ ideoc confoued him ; if he would i^e tor 
.laueb^ he {^tt nothing.;., be imill foeceiEveiy cof»* - 
trmplaae what he cann^^^oouniplatc in:one hicn, 
iaentii. fi«t Grod ia an iu&fikd* ffirit ; with otie 
QsafjUfi look; he beboldeth . the wiiolo* mitv^fc* 
.'JUlis- is-fthe fird id^a^of the :oianiprereDce ^i GiotU 
rAs X'am acooonted prc^at in^ tbia auditpry, be**, 
aiaiiie I fee the objei^s that are .here, bec^nit.l 
Vn laitQefs of all that paiT^s Mre^ fo God i« ev* 
ai^ wlierc^, h^ftailfe.he fc^e >ll« J»ccaji£e veiU the 



fvnoTV iixtpecfetrabk, darkneft Uiemoft tliick, dill- 

>."tftS]Dde& tlie moft > 4111 men fe^ tctn'coiifieat notbtn^ > 

'fn>in bis knowledge* Soar to the utmod heights^ 

-.diyrjhtio tiierenioteftccLimaces, <wni^.thyreif in the 

. bbiiakeft darknefs, -every wbcfc, .-cveiy whcre^ . 
tluHf wilt bQ under. his. eye* ^^ Whither '&ail il 
g^.frata thy fpickJ ,or 'whiter ,&ilU £eevfra» 
thy pfcfenccf" .; i ... 

iBut, Swp The kcowledg^iOf.God is no%-a'i>ai« 

i;1vnowIedge, his prefence i?-iK>t aa idle^|>r«fet}ct;^ 
It -is an.a^ive^knoivledge, it is aprelence accom* 

. paoied with a^ion and motion* We faid t J4tft 
now^ that <God was every where, htcz»Cc:^c. in* 

Jlwmced all, as . far .asi inftoence. could ?««giree . with 
hi8'perfe^kk>A$« ' :Remarjc thta jreibiClioti, ;for as . 
'weare di&ni2ifl^.''a'fDbje& tiherniod fertile m 

.conti^Qverljr, t and as, ki. a^ifcotirfic oi an hOnr, it > 
is 4fn|ioflibie to anfwcr a)li7obje6^i08S,\Whkih.4ii^ 
he all anf leered dfewhcre, fwe woo.1d^gftye.4l,gei}» . 
ertl prefervatifie ;againft every miftakc* We 
mean an influence w^ch agiced with the dtvlms: 

j^perfei^ioM ;^ and.'^rfroeAany. of o«Hrvg«neral prop^ 
ofitiojifii ymi ijnfer^any confeqaences iojuriona t« '. 
thofe perft^ans,: ^ y.os . may ccrnclude, irtHtt that r 
very reafonythat youihave ibrtched them heyood. . 
their «due bounds. >. We :repe«t i^ then, God is- • 

iiloencetb ail things, as -far-as .fttch ittflueace 

.agrees with his.perfed^fofts* 

When new beings appear^ lie ts^there* He 
infiuences their prododtoo* ^He gives^o all ityk>, 

.moiifinftmdieing'^SkSksjtini^'X* ^< Thoo, evea - 
tboo art Lofd aloney'tfaou haft* made- htavlen, the 
he«ven of heavens with>«II their hoft, the earth 
and<all:thtng!s:that are tberein> the ieas aJidaU 
that is therein, and thoti preferveft tbeiti alf, and , 
tbe ho^of heaven worfhippeth thee," Neh.ix. 6; 
^^O t4ord, I.wiU pratCe thee^ for J[ am fearfnllf 
^d waaderfally made ; mtvvelloua are thf « 
works, and. that my .foul knoweth tight well* 
Mjr fobftHQc^ w$B RAt iiid from theei when I wjm 
, < < , made 
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loade in fecret, ^and. cbriottflf wrAug^ tnt ilie 
lowefl; fosts of' tiie eartlu Tliine eyes' did .iefr 
my fiibilance yet- being utiperfeA* and io: tiijr 
"book «il my members wore vritteO) wfaicli ii^ 
»€oi>trnpance were faibtoncd, ' when as yet . there 
was none o£ them,'*' Pfai. cscxxix* l'^^ ^-S^ i^ 
-^^ Thine hands have made mo, -aftd Cafiiioned<ih#. 
together round about. Thou haft clothed me 
wr'rrb &in^ and fieffi^'^and hift feaCfid roe wrth 
-bonvs and finews." > - 

WheiTbeings are prefernred, he is there. He 
Jnfloences their prefervattoni -^ " Tfcy mtTcy>f Q 
'Lordy IS in i^e heavens^ and thy faith furl nelk 
i^acfieth unto the clouds. Thou preforved mttm 
.and bead," Pfali xxzvt. if-6* "-When thpa 
opebeft thy band they are .filled <wit> ^ood^ thoa ' 
liideft thy face they are troubled^ thou tafeeft 
.aw^ay their%reath t^hey dSe^ .and ^titrn to tbetr 
^oft; Thou fended forth 'thy ipirk they are ere-- 
atedv and thou renewelt ti^e ^ac« of the earth,** 
Plai. cir. ^8, 1^, 30. 

When the world if 'dtlbrdered, he, » ther^. 
Me inBuenceth iwitrs, ipeftilentefiy families, and all' 
the Vicii&tbdea ili^hich diford^. the world. U 
'nabore' fefnfe' Her'produ^ions^ it h beeaufe he 
hath maibtbe heaven wr irei^ and the earth at 
.:^rtfWV liei^. k%iu 19.* If peacC; fubceed wsir, he 
makes both. If lions slof the inhabitants cfSam 
mar fay it ^ni^eJ40rd'^^e^^entis.ffiemi 5 &ings 
^viiijili^ When tempeiVubda winds break down 
thofe immetife banks which ^oiir iijdoiVry has op* ' 
<pdied to' tbe6)^ when i devoomg >£re rednceth ' 
yoUr houfi»i to iifhe«^ it is he who makes tbe ' 
mfkids'Ms me^seit^en'^ nnd bis ministirsJiamSs 
u?/'^w,rPfal. civ.' 4. 

When '^ very thi tig Hicc^edi according' tp our 
wiQieij he is thtre; He" influenceth .profperlty. 
« Except the Lbrd build the bouO?j they 4ftbortr 
in ^'ain thiit bufld ir. Except .the Lord keep tie ' 
<i^ tfie Wtttjchmdii Uttkesh bot 4& vaiii^ It b 

vaia 
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'vain for yoo to rife up early, to fit up Mat e^ to 
^ eat the bread of forrows. Jt is God who giveth 
'j^is beloved tlcep," Pfal. cjjxvii- 1,2* 

When our underiUnding is infon^edy he is' 
there. He inBuenccth our knowledge. For /» 
"J^is light ive see l^Jbt^ Pfal. xxxvi. 9. *" He 
Hghteth erery man that cometh into the world)** : 
John i. 9. . 

When our heart dtfpofeth tis to our dulnes, he 
' is there. He tnfluenceth our virtues. It is he ^ 
■who .tvorketb in us^ botij to will and to do .of bis 
own good pleasure^ Pbil- ti« 13. It rs -ire who 
givetb us not only tokeli^ne buttotsuffer for bis 
sake J chap. i. 29. It is-jbe who giveih to all / 
that ask bim liberally and upbraidet^b notj 
"James, u $• 

When the groITcft errors cover us, lie i« there. 
He influenccth errors. It is God .who sends 
•strong delusions that -men should believe a Ife^ 
'2 Their, ii. lU « Go make the beaut of this 
people fat, and make their cars heavyV and fl^ut 
-^ their tyes) left they ^ihould fee vuh their eyes, 
and bear with their ears," Ka» vi. IB. 

When we violate the laws of righteaufnefs, he 

is there. He i»fluenceth fins, even the greateft 

'^fins. Witncfs Pharaoh, whofe beart be harden* 

^dy £xod. iv. 21. WJmefs Shimei^ whom /^e 

^'luord bade to curse tDavJd, 2 Samt xvi. ll. 

-Witncfs what Jfaiah- faid, the Lord -hath mingled 

■"a perverse spirit^ in the midst of Egypt^ ch^p, 

4xix. 14« 

When magiftrates, our earthly gods, con&It 
md deliberate, he is there. He iufincnceth pol- 
icy. It is he who lietb the bearts of ^ings Jn 
"ifii hand, and iumetb tbem asibe rivers of «w- 
lery Prov. xxi. i. It is he vf ko givjctb kings Jn 
his anger, and taketh tbe-m a'toay in iis^ ivra^h^ 
Hofea xiii. 11. It ^ he who maketh the Assjr* 
ian 'the rod of bis anger, Ifa. x. 5. ** Herod 
%vA Pilate, the Gentika snd the people of Ifrael^ 

J> ,. did 
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did what bis hand and hitcoanfttl determtaeS. 
before to be done,*' A6\s iv. 27, 28. * 

When wc live, when we- die, he is there. He 
influenceth life and death. ** Man's days are 
determined, the nunober of hU -months are Mrith 
him, he hds appointed 'his bounds that h« cannot 
pafs," Job xiv. 5. " To God the Lord belongs 
the iffues from death,*' Pfal. Ixviii, 20. « He 
bringeth down to the grave, and >bringeth upi^' 
1 Sam. it* 6. 

He influences, the leaft events, as well as the 
inofl coniiderable. Kot being fatigued with the 
care of great things, he can occupy him^felf 
about the fmalleft without prejudice to the reft ; 
number the hairs of our beads^ and not let even 
a sparrow fdlinvitbout his witly Matt. X..29, 50. 

But, 3. When God coainiunicates himfelf to 
all, when he thus a6ls4»n>11, when he difiufeth 
liimfelf thus through the whole, he conne^s M 
-with his own defigns, and makes all ferve his 
owncounfels*: and this is otrr third idea of his 
immenrity and otrnilprefence. God ts prefect 
with all, htcznCc he directs all* 

■Doth he call the creatures into evidence I it is 
to roanifefV his perfeftions. * It is to Jiave A^b- 
je£is on whom be may (bower his .favours.; it is, 
as it were, to^ go out of himfelf, and to fosm 
through the whole univerfe a concert ^refounding 
.the Creator's exigence and glory. *' For the 
invisible things of God, even his eternal power 
and godhead, are under flood by the things that 
are made," Rotn. i. 20. " The heavens declare 
-the glory of God, and the;£rn]ament (heweth Ins 
-handy-worlc 'Day unto day uttereth fpeech, 
night unto night (heweth knowledge. There is 
iK> fpeech nor language where their voice is not 
Leardi** Pfal. xix. I, 2, 3. 

Dotb he preferve his creait/res ? it is to anfwer 
his own defigns, the depth of which no finite 
.Blind can fathom ; but defigns ^bich we (hall 

one 
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' ' ' \ ; 

erne day know, aod admire his wifdoni when we 

I060W them, ae we adore it now, though we know 

tboftn not* , ^ 

Doth he fend pkigaes^ wars, famines ? it is ta 
mairs thofe feel his jaAice who have abufed his 
goodnefs ; it is to avenge the violation of his 
law, the contempt of hU gofpe], the forgetting 
and forfaking of the intered of his church* 

Doth he aflford us profpcrity ? it is to draw us 
with the bands o/!/ov^, Hofea xi* 4* it is to re- 
veal hiinfelf to urS by that love which is his ef- 
fence ; it is to*eng9ge us to in^itace him, who 
T^ver haves- himself, without witness in doing 
goody h€i^%xvt \7* 

Doth he impart knowledge to us ? it is to dif- 
caver the fnares that furround us, the roiferies 
that threaten- us^ the origin from which we 
fprang, the courfe of life we (hould follow, and 
the end at which we (liould aim. 

Doth he commonicate virtues ? it is to ani« 
mate us in^our race ; it Is to convince vs that 
iBere is a mighty arm to raife us^from the abyu 
lAto which our natural corruption hath plunged 
us ; it is that we may work out our own saha^ 
tion with fear and tremhiingy knoiving that God 
worketb in us to will and to do of bis O'wn good 
pleasure^ Phil* ii« 12, 13. 

Doth be. fend us error ? ^it is to mfke.us re-* 
fpedt that truth which we have refifted. 
' Doth he abandon us to our vices ? it is to pun« 
iffa us for fome other vices which we have com- 
mitted voluntaj-ily and freely; fo that, if we 
could comprehend it, his love for holinefs never 
appears more clearly, than when he abandons 
men to vice in this manner." 

Doth he raife up kings ? it is always to obligq 
them to adminider judice, to proteA the widow 
and the orphan, to maintain order and religion* 
Yet he. often^ permits them to violate equity, to 
^pprefs their people^ and to become the fcourges 

of 
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of his anger* B^ them he freqaentljr t^achetliP^ 
•US how lictle acctfuot be makes of human gran* 
deurs, feeing he befh>^s theci f^metitnes upofi' 
unworthy in en, «f^>R men allirred by ▼otaptiHmr- 
nefs, governed By ambition, and dazzled ^ith 
their own g^or)', upon men who ridiciile piety|v 
felt therr confcientes, negoctate faith - and reli- 
gion, facriftcrng the fouls of their children to the 
infamous pa&ons that goirern themfdves. 

Doth he prolong our Hfe ?' it is becaufe be at 
long suffering to us^ 2. P^t. iii. 9. it is b'ecaule 
he opens' in our favoor ihi riches of bis goodness^ 
and forbearance y ta^ Uad us^ to reptrUance^ Rom* 
ij. 4. 

Doth he call us- to die ? it if to open tbofe 
eternal books in which our ^Aions^^re regiftered;. 
it is to gather our fouls into his bofom^ i0 hin^ 
them up in the bundle of lift ^ 1 Sam* xxt« W% 
to mix them with the ranfomed armies of a!} nom^ 
tions^ tongues^ and people^ Rev. vH. 9. 

Such are onr ideas of the omn^prefenccolGbd^. 
Thus God feeth aTl, infloenceth al), dire^teth all» 
In thi^ fenfe we are to und^fland this magnificent' - 
language of fcripture, <^ Will God indeed dwe)^ 
on the earth f behoTd the heaven and the beaten 
of.heaveiu cannot contaiiu thec)*' 1 Kings tHi*. 
sr. "Thus faith the Lofd, The beaten is my 
throne, and the earth is my footftooV Ift-lxn*^ 
!• " Where is the hou^ that ye build unto me? 
do not I fill hesaveniand earth f faith the Loid; * 
Am I God at hand, and not afar off? Can any 
hide himfclf in ftrcret places tha-t I fiiall not fee 
him V Jer. 5txifi. 23, 24. This ia what the 
heathens had a glimpTe of^ when they fa id, that 
God was a circle, the centre of wiiicfr was etery 
Inhere, and its circmnfiermcc no inhere. That 
all things were fuH of Jtrpitttr*- That he iiWti all 
bis works. That, ^ whither we- would, w^e were 
always before his ey^s. This isVh'at thefMtew* 
•rs bf Mahomet meant^ \yhen they faid, that 

where 
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•where there were two perfons, God made the 
third ; ^where there w*re three, God made the 
foorch* Above all, this was our prophet's mesm>* 
idg throughout the Pfalro, a part of which we 
have explained. « O i^ord, thou haft fearched 
me and knowfi roe. Thou know«ft my down* 
fitting and mine up-riGng, thou onderftandeft my, 
thoughts afar off. Thou cdmpalTeft my path and 
my lying down,- and art acquainted with all iii.y 
ways. For there is not a word in my tongue^ 
but lo, .0 Lord| thou knoweft it altogether. 
Thou haft befet me behind and before, and laid 
thine hand upon me. Such knowledge is top 
wonderful for me, I cannot attain unto it^ - 
Whither ftiall I go. from, thy fpirit ? or whither 
(hall I flee from thy prcfeoee ?. If- 1 afcd'nd up 
into heaven, thou art there ^ if I make my bed 
i» hell, behold. thou art there. If I -take the 
wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermoft 
parts of the fea ; even there (h^U thy hand lead 
me, and thy righ^t hand (hall hold me. , If- 1 fay. 
Surely the darkncfs fiiall cover me ; even the 
night (hall be light about me. Yea, the dark^ 
nefs hideth not from thee ; but. the night fhineth 
as the day : the darkneis and the light are boik 
alike to thee,** vcr, 1, 8cc. 

But perhaps, during the courfe of this medita* 
tion, you may have murmured at»our prcfenting 
an objeA,'of which alV the preaching in the world 
can give you only imperfe6l ideas. Sufpend your 
judgments ; we arc going to ft\ew you whither 
this difcourfc,* all glimmering aa it "is, ought to 
conduO\ you. We are going to fee what falotary 
confcquences follow our efforts, even the weak 
efforts that we bavo been making, to explain the 
grandeur and omnipreCence of God. Let us pnts 
to the conclu&oOf the chief defign of this dif- 
courfe. 

xl. Our firft refle£lion is on the difficulties we 
meet with injixmg our minds on sucb subjects * 

D2 as 
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0* w have Seen' headngi You have doabtlefs ' 
eBifMsrienc^dy if you have endeavoured to follow 
P^ that you arc Wtfaryi and wander when you 
•#oiild go beyond matieiV Oir milfid* fitid alraoflt'^ 
nb^Jnog real, where they aiedt with nothing fen* 
t^tt. As if ti« whole eifenee oP beings were 
c<)^ofeal» the fttitidi lofeth iti wa)r wtith it ceaf- - 
Ifh to be dtre^ed by bodies, and it Med» the 
li«1^ of ifiragihation tut reprefent eveH tfa)ofe tfiingt-' 
ivhich are net fil^feepitibte of images ; and yH^ 
'Whatever U mod grirnid and nob^e in tht nature 
6i beings, it fpirit. The filbllmeft obJea«, angels 
'trlio are tdntihuaUy before God, serapkims Wiio 
#^/r their faces ra b*? prefence^ If a* vi, 2s. chcr- 
tibiins who are tiiie iDitll^T^ of his. will, tkousanck 
tfiousands which Mnilstit unto hini^ ten thousand 
iiMes ten thousand witkh stand hejjore himy Dan* 
Hii. 10. what is n^oft gk>fioir8 in nian, what ele^- 
if&ici him above other ahtroais-, a foul made in 
iht ima^e of God himfelf, the Being of beinprsy*, 
t^e Sovereign Beauty y all tbefe berngs are fptrw 
Itualy ab{lra6^, free from fcnfe aiid matter.^ 
Moreover, if^hat pkia^feft and enchants us in bod- 
ies, even that comes from a fubjedt abdrad^, fpir- 
itual and corporeal* Without your foul, aliments 
have no tafte, ftowers no fmelH the earth no en- 
amel, ire no hes^t, the ftars no brtlliaitcy, the fun 
»& light. Matter of i«felf is void, atKl- grols^ 
dedttute of all the qualities with which our irna* 
gtnation clothes it, and.^liich are proper to oup 
fools. What ought, we to conclude from this, 
reded^ion ? My brethren, have you no idea of 
your dignity, and primitive grandeur ? Have 
you nat even yet ft>me feint reiemblances of be- 
ings formed in the Creator's image I You owgbt^ 
feeble as you are, confined as you are in a roan- 
Jier to matter, you (hould deplore your mifcry ; 
you (hould groan under that nece0ity, whlcln in 
fome fort, confounds your fouls with a litite 
daft i you ihould figb after that happy Hate in- 

which 
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ifirhtch your rapid, frizef and uaclogged fpirit^ > 
fh^ll meditate like tbemfelves. This is thefii'ft' 
duty we (hbuld prefcribe to^yotr. 

2# Our next rciiedtibii i* on the tnsyesfy ef 
oUr^ religion* Tliat muft ecrtaioly be thougivt 
the true religion which gives ur tb* nufekft^idcws^ 
of God* Let o\ir religron be judgecf by thts rul«k 
Where do tTc fee the attribtite« of the. SupToofe^ 
Being placed in >fo c!e^v a^ %hl ? ^\mt cam be 
more noblief thai) tl^t h^ititk ^ God^ ? #li»t cal» b* 
eonceived more fublime th^n a^ Beimg whoikrnodi* 
ing efcapeSy before whom* ON'tMljgraf^ ni/ked^mid 
€peny Heb. iv. 13. who, hfomBnifh lorfE, Iblly^v 
coroprehei^t aU beings, ]^aR, jft'dRifii^ and- ta- 
come, all that do exifrv aA tUflt feiSMif'enttfx^ 
ifi ; vrbo thinks, in the fame inftttikt, witfaKei^l 
facility on bodies' and (^ifits, on all tto'dmBa- 
liuns of time and of mattei^ ? WlMit mare mMe . 
can be conceived tharta'^Betng Wb9 imftrteih; 
hlnifdf to all, diffufethhimfelf thfroogh-aU, mftti«' 
enceth all, givetb life and motkin'toaH? What 
can be* conceived more noble tbafii a Being who-' 
due£tetb the condodl of the whole unrvcrfe, wlKik 
knoweth libw to make all concur to his de&gnSf 
who knoweth how to conned' alike with the laws^^ 
of ^order and eqmty, the viftoes of the rtghteooe, 
the vices of the wicked,. th^praifes' of cbe bappy, 
the bhfphrmies of the victims facrificed to M^ 
vengeance in hell ? When we find In any hea- 
then pht]b{oplier,.amid{^'a thoufknd falfe notions, 
amidd a thoufand wild imaginatioiis,' f4me fenir 
leaves of tHe fl"owers- with which oar bibles arc 
flrewed, we are ready to cry a miracle^ a miracle, 
we tranfmit thcfe fiireds of the Deity^ (if I may; 
be allowed to fpeak fo) to the moft diftant poftcr* 
ity, and' thefe ideas, all defedrve, and all defiled 
as they are, procure their authors immortal repu*^ 
tation* Qn this principle, what refpe^V what 
veneration, what defereaee oaght we to have lor 
tbe patriarchs and the prophcts> for the evangel- 

ifts 
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ills and the apodles, who fpoke of God in fo fub« 
Irtne a manner \ However, be not furprifed a( 
their fupcriority over the great pagan geniufes 5 
had the bibltcal v^riters, like them, been guided 
only by human reafon, like them they would have 
'wandered too. If- they fpoke fo nobly of God, it 
was becaufe they had Teeciyed that spirit wbit 
searcbeib all tkingSy yea the deep things ofGody 
1 Con ii. 10. It was becaufe. all scripture tdaf 
^iven by inspiration^ % Tim.^ iii» \6^ It was be- 
caufe the prophecy came not in oldjime by the . 
mil of man^ but holy men of God spake as they 
were mtned by the Holy Gbosty 2 Pet, \.%\. 

3. Make a third refledlion. ^ Tbis attribute of 
God removes the greatest stumbling-blocks that- 
sceptics^and infidels pretind to meet with in re- 
iigioni <'It juftiEes all thofe dark myfleries which 
are above the comprehenfion of oar feeble reafon. 
We would not make ufe of this refied^ion to ' 
open a way for human fancies, and to- authorize > 
every ttving that is prefeiited to us under the idea 
oC the marvellous* All dodrines that are incom* 
prehenfible are not dtvine, nor ought we to ena^ 
brace any opinion* merdy becaufe ie is beyond 
onr knowledge. But wi»efi< a religion, in other 
Fefpefts, hath good goarant^es, when* we have 
good arguments to pr.ove that fucb a revel atioiv 
comes from heaven^ when we certainly know that 
it i<s God who fpeaks, ought, we to ht furprifed, 
»f ideas of God^ which come fo fully authenticat- 
ed, abforb and confound os ? I freely gp'ant, 
that, had I confuUed my own reafon only, I could 
not iiave difcovered fbmc myfteries of the gofpel. 
Neverthelefs, when. I think on the immenfity of 
God, wh^n 1 caft my eyes oh that vaft ocean, 
ivhen I confider that immeofe all, nothing a(loQ« 
iihes me, nothing ftumbles me, nothing feems to 
me inadmiffible, how incompfehenfible foever it 
nay be* When the fubje£\ is divine, I am ready 
to believe ai), to admit ijlf to receive all ; pro- 
vided 
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yided I be convinced that it is G«d bimfelf who- 
i^ak» to.mei or any one on> his paru After this^. 
I- am no more addnirhed that there are three dif« 
tin£i perfons inone divine ellence ; one Gody and 
yet a Fatheri a Son^- and a Holy Ghofl. After^ 
tliiS) I am no more adoniihed that God fore fees 
aU without forcing any ;.. permits fin Without 
fercing the finner ;. ordains free and intelligent 
creatures to fuQh and fuqh ends^ yet without de- 
ftroying their intelligence or their liberty. Af. 
ter this, Lam. no more aftoni(hed that the juflice 
of God, re6[ttired a fatisfa^ion proportional to hi^ 
grcatnefsy that bis own love hath provi(^ed 4bat 
iktisfa^ion,. and that God, from the abundance 
ef his compaf&pni defigned the mydery of an in*^ 
Parnate God; a mydery which angels admire 
while fceptics oppofe; a mydery which abforbs 
l«Uman rcaiboi but which fills all heaven with^ 
longs of prailb ;- ^ myftery which is the great* 
mystery f by excellence, 1 Tim. iii. 16. bat the 
greatDcfs of which, nothing (hould make us rejejl^, 
ftnce religion pfopofeth it as the g^and efibrt of ^ 
the wifdoro of the incomprehenfible 6<>d, and % 
fommandeth as to receive it on the tefiimony of. 
the incoroprehendble God himlelf* Either relif 
gion mud tell os nothing about God, or what it 
tells us nu)^ be beyond, our capacities,- and, ia 
difcovering' even the borders of this immenCp. 
•cean,. it mud needs exhibit a vad extent in 
ivhich our feeble eyes are lod. But ^ what fur* 
nriles me, what diambles me,, what frightens me^. 
If to fee a diminutive creature, a contemptible 
man, a little ray of light glimmering through si^ 
few feeble- organs^ controvert a point with tb« 
Supreme Beings oppofe that Intelligence who fit* 
tetb at the helm of the world ; quedion what he 
affirms, difpuce what he determine?, appeal from 
his decifioos, and, even after Qod. hath given 
evidence, reje^ all dod^rlnes that are beyond bi^^ 
cai^ftcity. Eqtcr into thy nothingnefs, - mortaL 

creaturct^^ 
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creature. What madnefs animates thee ? How^ 
dareO; thoa pretend, thioa who art hoc a point,, 
thou whofe efience is but an atom/ to mcafure- 
thy felf with the Supfcilie Being, with' him who- 
fiTls heaven and earth, with" him whom beavenj- 
the heaven of heavens cannot contain ? \ Ktngs'. 
viii. 27. •* Canft thou by fcarching find out* 
God ? Canft thou frnd out the Almighty to per- 
fcdlion ? High as heaven, whatcanft thou do V' 
deeper than hell, what canft thou know?" Job* 
xi. 7..' *' Hfe fffetcheth out the north over the 
empty place, and hangeth the earth upon noth- 
ing. He bindeth jjp th« waters in hts thiclc, 
clouds, the pillars of heaven tremble, and are af« 
toniftied at his reproof : Lo thefe are parts of his 
ways, bu^ how little a portion is heard of' him h 
but the thunder of his power wlib can under- 
ftand ? Gird up now thy loins like a man ; f«r 
I will" demand ' ol thee, and- atifwer thoii me. 
Where waft thou when I laid the foundations of 
the earth ? declare, if thou haft underftanding,'* 
ch. XXVI. 7, M, 14.. *^Who hath laid the meaf- 
wes thereof ? who hafh' ftretchcd the line upoa 
it ? whereupon are thte foundations thereof fafti 
ctied? who laid the corner-ftone thereof, wheit 
the morning ftars fang together, and 'all the fons 
of God ftibuted for joy? Who (hut iip the fea 
with doors, whfen 1 'made the cloud the garment 
thereof, and thick darknefsa fw^ddling band for 
St ? when I.brakfc up for it my decreed place, and 
fet bars and doors, and faid. Hitherto ftialt thou 
come and no rurther : and here (hall thy proud 
waves be ftayed ?" ch. xxxviii. ij 2, 3,.fec. '' He 
tHat reproveth G6d, let him anfwer this,*' ch. 3il. 
%t *' O Lord, fuch knowledge is too wonderful 
for roc ; it is too high, I cannot attain^unto it I'* 
4. But, .my brethreuj ftiall thefe be" the only 
inferences from our text ? fiiall we reap only 
fpeculations from this difcourfe ? fiiall we only 
bclLevt) admirC) and exclaim ? Ah I from this 
' idea 
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Mdea of God, I fee all the virtues issue which rt- 

'iigion prescribes^ i 

If fuch oib the grandear of the^God I adore, 
m'lferable wretch ! what ought my repentance to 
be ! I, a conteroptiBle worm, I, a creature 

/whom God ^ouTd tread beneat-h .liis feet, and 

^crufh into dud by a tingle a6l of his will, I have 
rebelled againd the great God, I have endeav* 
cured to provoke hint to jealousy^ as if I had been 

.stronger than he, 1 Cor. x. 22. I haVe infulted 

-that Majedy which theangeis af heaven adore,; 
I have attacked God, with madnefs and boldnefa, 
on his throne, and in his empire. Is it polHbfe 
to feel, penaorfes too cutting for fins which the 

. majefty of the offended, and the littlcnefs of the 
offender, inake To very atrocioosT? 

If fuch be the grandeur of' God, what Ihoufd 
our bumilitj be.l Grandees of the world, mortal 
divinizes, who fwell with vanity i« the prcfence 
of God, oppoTe yourfejves to the immcnfe God. 
behold his eternal ideaS) his infinite knowledge, 
bis general influence, his univerfal dire£\ion ; en* 
ter his immenfe ocean of perfections and virtuesi 
what ^re.ye? a^grain of duff, a pointy an atom^ 
a nothing* 

If fuch be the grandeiiT of God, what ought 
our confidence to be ! " If God be for us, who 
can be againd us?" Rom. viii. 31. Poor crea« 
ture, toffed about the world, as by fo many 
winds, by hunger^ by'licknefs, by perfecution, by 
inifery, by.nakednefs, by exile ; fear not in a 
veffel of which Godhimfelf is the pilot. 

But above all, if fuclr be the grandeur df God) 
if God be every where prefent, wfjat ftiould our 
vigilance be ! and, to return to the idea with 
which, we began, what impreffion . fhould this 
thought make on reafonable fouls ! God seetb 
tne. tVben thou wast under the fig-tree ^ faid Jc- 
fut Chrid to Nathaniel, I saw tbecj John i. 46. 
Sec Ecclefc iii, 23, 24, 2-5. Wc do not koQw 

■what 
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'^what Jefos Cbrift^faw under the fig-iree, peris it 

'DecefTary now to inquire ;4$tit it was certainly 

^fomething whicb^ t^athaniel was fuUy perfuaded, 

-no mortal eye had feen* As foon, therefore, as 

Jefus GhriO had uttered thefe wordS) fae /believedj 

and fa id, RMi^fbvu art the Christy the son of 

..the livings God* My brethreo^ God ufeth the 

fame langiiage ta eoch of you- to-day : v)hen thou 

wastMTider^beJig'treej I saw thee* 

Thou hypocrite, when wrapped in a-veil of re- 
vligion^'embellifhed with exterior piety, thou coa- 
cealcdfl an impious Jteart, 4ind didd endeavour to 
impofe on God and man, I saw ikee* '1 peoe- 
tcated all thofe la^rinths, I dlffipated all thole 
'darknelTeSi I dived into all tby deep deligns* 

Thou worldling, who, with a prudence truly 

infernal, hail the art of giving a beautiful tint to 

the mod odious objects, ; who appeared rnot tm 

rhate tby*Bcighbpur, 4)ccaufe thou dodnot openly 

attack him ; not to falsify thy promife^ becaufe 

. tbou-hafl the. art of eluding it-; not to oppreft 

•thy dependents, becaufe th«u<knowe{l how to4iB« 

pofe^{lience on tbemi Ti saw tbee^ when thou 

Hgaveft thofe fecrct ftabs, when thou didft receive 

•thole bribes, and dtdft accumulate thdfe wages of 

^Amrighteoufnels, which cry^for vengeance againft 

thee. 

Thou ilave to fcnfuality, aChamed of thine cx- 
-CffTes before the. face of th6,fun, / saw tbee^ 
'When, with bars and boks,^ with obfcurity and 
^darknefs, and complicated precautions, thou^diclft 
hide thyfrlf-from the eyes of men, defile t be tern* 
^fle fsf.Gd^dy and make., the memiers ofCbnst the 
metiiber^<ifikharloty I Cor. vi. 15* 

My» brethrex), the oifcourfcs, which we. ufually 

f preach to you^: abforb your tninds in a raultituic 

of ideas. A colledlion of moral ideas perhaps 

w confound inftead of inftru^ing-yau,"aiid when wc 

mttCimpt to e'n gage yp u - i h too n»a py cefl e ^ i oi?S| 

<y yoa esiter' jr^allyintq 4ionc« JS^chold aa epitome 

6C 
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' of religion. Behold a morality in three words* * 
*llcturn to your hoofcs, and every where carry 
this reflexion with you, Gdd steth me, God seetb ■ 
:ime. To all the wiles of the devil, lo ail -the 
fnares of the world, to all the baits of'^n, oppoic 
this reflexion, Ged seeth mem If, clothed with 
a human form, he were always in your path, were 
he to follow «you to every place, were l>e alwayt 
before you with his majcftic face, with eyes flaQi- 
iiig with lightning, with looks infpiring terror, 
dare ye beforehis auguft prefence give a loofcta 
your paiHoDS ? But you have been hearing that 
his inajeftic face is every where, thofe fparkling 
eyes do infpeft ^ou in every place, thofe terrible 
looks do confider you every where. i^articular)y, 
M) the enfuing week, while yoii arc preparing for 
the Lord's fupper«. recoiled this* Let each ex« 
-urnine his own heart, and endeavour to fearch 
into his confcience, where he may difcover fo 
-much weaknefs, fo much corruption, fo nwch 
hardnefs, fo many unclean fourccs overflowing: 
-with fo many excelTes, and let thrs idea Arike 
^ach of you, Gacf satb me. God feeth me, as I 
fee myfelf, unclean, ungrateful, and rebellious* 
"O may this idea produce contrition and ibrrchv^ a 
juft remorfe and a found conversion, a holy and a 
fervent communion, crowned with graces and 
virtues* Hafvpy, if, 9fter our examination, we 
have a new heart! a heart agreeable to thofe 
tyca that fearch and try it ! Happy, if, after 
our communion, after a i^ew examination, we 
can fay with the prophet, Lordj tbou iMSt 
prated mine iieartj tbou bast tried mfy and basi 
found not bingy Pfal* xvii.* 3* So be it. To God 
be honour and glory for ever* Amen* 
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SERMON li. 

THE' MA}J2mK OF PRAISING g6D. 

* 

Preached after the adminiftratton of the Lord's 

Supper. 

Praise is comely for tbe uprighu 

^ XHERE 15 foAetbing very noble, mf 
ttretbren, in tbe end for which we are now af-- 
Icroblcd in the prefence of God. Hia' providence 
hath infinitely divertified the conditions of thofe 
V7ho compofe this aiTembly* Some are placed in 
the moi> eminent) others in the iBoI^obfcurepod^. 
of fociety* Some live in fplcndor and opotencci 
o'theri in ineanneff and indtgvoee* One id era- 
ployed in the turbulence of the armyj another hi 
the filence of the ftudy. Notwithdanding this 
infinite varletv of employments^ rankst and age:^, 
^e all affembfe to*day in one place ; one objii^ 
occupies us ^ one fentimtnt animates us ; one 
voice makes the church refoond, Ptaise je tbe 
Lordi J or his mercy endure tb fer ever^ Plaf. ^ 
CJixxvi. U If there be an objeft, that can give 
a mortal any ideas of the firft imprcflions, wbicK 
are made on a foul, at its firfl entering the glori* 
ous palace of the blelTed God in heaven, it i» this. 
The firfl objedls, that (Irike fuch a foul, are mul« 
titudes of all nations, tongues, and people, con« 
centered in a meditation on the beneficence of 
God, proftrating themfelves before bis throne, 
calling their crowns at his feet, and crying out 
of the abundance of their hearts, which contem- 
plate the perfediions of a" Being worthy of their 
profoundcft praife, Amen^ Blessings and glory ^ 
and wisdom^ and thanksgivings and honour^ and 

povfer^ 
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powery mnd mighty be unto •ur dodf far eter andt^ 
every Amen^ Re»* vii. 11^, " We give thee 
thanks, O'Lprd God Aljnigb^yy wblch art, aod^ 
waU, and art to come ; btcaule thotr bad taken 
to thee thy gre^lt powtr^m^ haft reigned^'^ chaf* • 
xi« 17. <* Great and roarTeltoos are- thy works^ 
i.ord God AJ mighty ; joft and trne are thy ways^ - 
thou King of faints V* cbap. ^v* (Ti ^^Unto hinr ' 
that loved us, and waQied us from oor fins in bi*"' 
own blood) and hatb made us ktngt and priefts- 
unto Goi and bis Father; to bim (>e gforyanst 
dominion fbr ever and ever, Amen,^ chap* i. 5* 6«r 
This is the employment ofUhe blefied in heaven :- 
this is what we are doing to-day on earth. 

But what a contradiction, what a contrail ap- 
pears, when, lifting vpp the exterior h«bit of pie- 
ty, that covers fome of- us|..we<e3Uimine-.the iii«- 
vard difpoHtions of the heart* The pfalmffy ' 
which are uttered with the Yoicey are coDtradiA- 
ed by the tempers of the heart* The months 
th^it were juft now opened to ble& the Creator^ 
wili prefently be opened again to blafpbcroe and. 
to corfc him% The praifes, which feeroed foprap*.- 
€r to plenfe him in wliofe honour they were-ofw- 
fered, will iocur tU'rs reproof, Thou nicked man i 
What bast thou to do to take mj covenant in thj 
mouth ? Pfal. I. 16* 

My brethren, if- we would join our voices with 
tbofe of ai9^iT, we mu<(l have the fentiment^ o£. 
angels. We muft^ (at leaft as ftr as the duty in- 
imitable by (\]ch frail creatures) we muCl, in or- 
der to worfhip God, as tbofe happy fpirits praife 
him, love him as they do, ferve bim as they do,, 
devote ourfelvca^ to^bim as they devote therafclves- 
to bim ; and this \^ the manner of praifing God, 
to which I exhort, and in which I would- endeav-- 
our to inftru£l you to.day, agreeabIy>to the proph- 
et's exalted notion of it in the wonis of the text* . 
What day can be more proper to infpire fuch a< 
DoMe deOgn ? What day can be more proper ta-» 

engage 
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engage yt>u to mix yoar worllwp with' that vol 
glorified intelligences, than this, on which we 
are come nnta the ^city of^be living Gody the 
heavenly Jerusalem^ to an innumerable company* 
a^angelsj ami to the Jirst^born v>bicb are vfritten 
in heaven? Heb. xii. 32y 23. 

But, who are wc, to be admitted into a^ (bViet/ 
fo holy I Great God l Theu dod appear to us 
to-day, as thou didft- formerly to thy prophet, 
sitting upon a tbrone'y high and lifted upj and thy 
train filing the temple^ Ifa, vi« U Around thee' 
ftand the feraphims, covering themfelvcs with" 
their wings in thy majeftic prclenee, and crying 
one to another, Holyy boly^ bolyy- is the Lord of 
hostSy the whole earth is full of his glory y ver, 3ii 
We are ftricken, as thy prophet was, with fuch' 
» tremendous viQon, and each of us cries with 
bVm, Woe is me I I am undone /' I am a man of 
unclean lips ! and y^ty mine eyes have seen the 
Kingy the LordofbostSy yer. 5* O great God I 
eommand one of thy feraphims to fly to us, .as he ^ 
flew to him ;^bid him tpuch our mouths, as he 
touched his,' with a liv€ coal taken from' off the 
altary ver* 6*- and, in this day of grace and mer- 
ey, let him fay to each of us, JOoy this bath touch^ 
edtby lipSy and thine iniquity is taken away\ 
and thy sin purged ! Ameny ver, 7, 

" Pi alfe is comely for the upright." Thft 
prafling of God is a duty, of which- we may form 
two different notions, a general and a particulaf 
notion* By a ^i^n^ro/ notion of praife, I meanf, 
the exercife of a man, who, being capable of ex- 
atninifig fublime objedis) and of comprehending 
grand fubjeds, fixeth his attention on the attri^ 
bates of God, feels the f6rcc of thofe proofs 
which edabliQi the truth of them,, is delighted 
with them to a certain degree, and is happy in 
publirtiing, their pralfe. I mean, by ii particular 
siotioa of praifing God, the exercife of a mau, 

Er who 
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T^Z t^l"^ "^^* ^"""^^ ^'Sn^^ ^^^^^' ^f God, 

filch T^^ *"•'* gratitude for it. 
^... . ^** '^^ Vuefc cx«rcife$ of praife fuppofcth re^ 
j.^Hions and sentiments. To praife God ui tlie 
^rft fenfe. to reflect on bis attrilHYtet, to cen*^ 
verfci ana to write abodt tbem> witbout b«viiig^ 
the beart afte^edj and without k)viT)g a Beings ,, 
vfbo is deCciribeift.as fftprelnci}^ afliiable> is>a Jile-- 
Ms praife, moife ^ for tt. w6r1d}y^ philofopbei^ 
tban for a rational chriftrati*. To praife God in^ 
tlie fecond fenfe, to be aiTei^ed with tb^ farpars. 
of God} witbout having any dtdindk notions o£ 
Ood) without knowing wbetlter the defcriptioaS' 
of the perfe^ions, that are attributed to hrm, be 
lights of fancy or real truths,, is aii exercifer 
xnore^fit for a bigot, who believes without know*- 
iog why, than for a spiritual many n»bo judgeih' 
«// things^ 1 Cor. ii. 1S« If we diitinguilh tber 
part, which thefe two faculties, refteSion and- 
lentiment^ take in thefe two exercifes of praife,.. 
ive may obferve that the firfl, I meaa the praife 
•f God taken in a general fenfe, is- the fruit of 
reflect ioni and the fccond oi sentiments The firfV; 
is, if 1 may be allowed to fpeak fo, the praife of/ 
the mind ; the fccond is the praife o\ the hearts. 

It is difficult to determine which of thefe two^ 
aotions prevails in the text, whether the pfalmifi 
life the w<ird praise in the fit^kor^ 'in the fccond 
fenfe# If we jndge by the whole fubjedl of the 
pfalro, both ure included. I'Tre praife of the heart: 
is eafily difcovcred.. Whether the author of the- 
pfalm were Hczckiah, as many of the fathers- 
thought, who fay,, this prince compo&d it after 
the miraculous defeat of Sfcnacherib y. or wbeth*- 
er, which .is- moft likely, David were the compof*- 
cr of it, after one of thofe preternatural deliver*^ 
ances, with which his life was £o ofcen llgnaltiK 
cd I what I cali the praife of the heart, that is,, 
a lively fenfe of fome incflimable blefling, is 
clearly to b« feen. Oa the otbef band, it is ftill 

cleacerj^ 
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de^f^rV that the facred author d6th not etlebitice 
only one particular objedi in the pfalm. He 
gives a greater fcope to his meditAtion, ^nd cpm^ 
priietb in it all the Works, and iili €ke perfc^ion» >- 
of dod. 

Although the foletonity/of this day calf* uile{«v 
to the praife of the ffli^id, than tb chat of Pht 
beart ; although we iDtcn4 to ittake the lat?«" 
the principal fubje£t of this dif^otfifi^^i yet it is^ 
seceiTajrv to attend a little to the forcfieri 

!• Tbi praUt of tbt Lord^ taking ; the worl* 
paife in the Tague fenfe, thiit Ve RaVe^tfffi^td tor 
the ternv} is comelj for tM tspri^i^ .*- tfn4 it ifti ^ 
comely foV none but for tbed^, 

" Praife is comely fbr the upright.*' ^ Nothing: 
is more worthy of the attention df^iriv to tf^lligjent^ 
being, particularly, nothing is rii6re i^dnby of^ 
the imitation of a fuperior genius, than tfafie wotv-- 
derfal perfedions of the Creator. A liiaa of Ai«- 
perior |;^niu» is required, indeed) to tffi Ais tat«" 
ents to cultivate the fci^nces and the liberal arts ;. 
but aher all, the mind of man, ei^ecially of tb»tf 
xnan to whom God hitb gVveh foporkM* tal^fefffs^... 
tvbich ai&milite him tocelei^ialintelligeBOes^ wafs? 
not createdvto unravel a-point in chronology, to- 
learnthe various founds by which diffierent na*- 
,t4ons (ignify their idea's, to Aieafore a line, or to 
lofe icfelf io an algebraic calculation ; the mind'^ 
of.fuch a^an' vw<as not created to (ludjr the ftars,. 
to count their number,' to meafure their mugoi-- 
tude, to difcover more than- have yet been obferf- 
ed. Nobler obie£li ought to occupy him. It* 
b«rcoines fuch a man to coi^ten)p1ate Ood, to guidc^ 
the reft of mankind,, to lead tiwih to God, who 
ditfelleth in the ligbty wiicS ttomdHeamapproatJ^ 
witOf 1. Tim. vi. 16. and to teach us to zntttii* 
ate,the clouds, that hide l^ita from our'fteble tfy<%* 
It becomes fuch a man to t^l^ that fupericfrity, 
which his khbv^ledge gives hfttioVeriiSj.to «lovtfh; 
ear bcaita^ above the low region o£ terreftrial 

things,. 
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thiiigSy where tbey grdvel with the brute beaflsy > 
tt)d to help us to place them on the bright abode 
of the immortal God. The praise of the Lord iV' 
untidy f^r upright men* 

But praifc is comely only for upright men. I* 
believe it is needlefs now to explain the \ford 
uprightncssm^ The term is taken in the text in' 
the nobleft fenfe : this is-a fufficient expHcationt 
and^this is fufficient alfo tq convince us that the 
]iraifing of-^od is comely for none bist uprighr 
men* Icannot fee^- without indignation, a phi-- 
lofopher trifle, with the important queftions thar 
relate p> the attributes of Gody and make them 
fimple fixorc^ies.of genigS) in wfaTtch the heartt' 
hath no coBcern, examining "whether there be a^ 
God, with^he- fame indifference^ with* which he * 
inquires whether th'ere be a -vacuum in nature, oc' 
.^whether matter be infinitely divifiblc. * OA deters - 
jBining.the.qveftions which' rdate to the divine-' 
MtrtbQjkesy depend OUT- hop.es and'fears, the plans'- 
■wc muRior^, and the courfe of Iffc we ought to- 
purfue i'vapdwith-thefe vi&ws we (Hould examine 
jsbe perfe<\ions of God;, tbefe are confequences 
that ftiouid follow our inquines»> With fuch dift- 
•poTitVons the pfalmiftu celebrated the praifcis of*^ 
God, in the pfalm^'out of' which we have taken « 
tbe text* How comely are the pjraifes of God ia> 
the mouth of fuch ai nian T 

Let us follow the holy man a mom cut in hi'^ 
meditation* His pfatm is not compofed hi fcho?- 
.^fiic forms in. which the author confines himfeYf 
to fi-xcd rules, apd fcrupuloufly following a- pht- 
lofophieal method,, lays down principles, and in* . 
fers confequences*. However, he eftablilheth 
principles the moft proper to give us fublime ideas 
•f the Creator ; and be fpeaks with more precif- 
lon of the works and attributes of God, than the 
£reate(\ pbiiofophers have- (poken them* 

How abfurdly have philofdpheri treated cf the 
•rigin of the world I How few of them have 

reafoned' 
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r^afoned concludvely on- this rmpdrtaDt fubjedl ? 
Our (prophet folves the important queQion by one 
^ngle principle, ajid what it more remarkable,- 
tfil3 principte,. which is nobly cxprefffd, carries ' 
the cleareil evidence with it. The principle is ' 
this I- By the word of the Lord were the heavens ' 
Made^ and all the host o/^ them by thje Breath of 
bis nuiutfu This is the moQ rational accoan(- 
that was ever givein •£ the creation of the worlds- 
fyhe world istbfe work of a fclf-efficient will, an4 
, it is this principle alone that can actonnt for it$ 
creation. The moftCinple appearances in n^tora 
are faflUdent to lead us to this principle. • Either 
my will is felf-efficienti or tliere is fame other 
being whofe wilHs felf-efficient. 

What I fay of cnyfelf I-*fay of my parents, an4 
Vfhit I afllirm of my parents I affirm of 'my morA 
remote anceff^r^ vgnd bt kit tha-^nUti creattrret 
ieqm w4)om they derived their exil^ence. Mj»ft 
certainly, eitjiei^ £jutc beings have feif*e^ci£D^ 
urilU,. which it is impoflible to fuppofe, for a 
Suite creature with a feTf«effi^ient wiU is a cpn«> 
l!radi6l;TDn ; either, I fayy a fii^ite creature hath si 
£slf-efficieBt will, or there is a firft caufe who ^ 
litth a fel f -efficient 'wiM; and that there is fuc^ 
9 being, is the principle of the pfalmlft : Bj the ' 
Hfford 4)f the' Lord niaere the heavens made^ and^O 
the hostrof them ^j the^ breath ofh^s vtouth* 

If pfailofophers'-bave reafaned inconcloiively oti ' 
the origin of the wovid^ they have fpoken of its 
government with equal uncertainty. The pfalnw 
ift determines this queftion with great facility,- 
by a Angle principle, which refult« from tbfr for- - 
mer, and which, like the former, carries its evi- 
dence with it. « The Lord Icoketh from heav- 
en :. be confidereth all the works of all the Inbabi. 
itants of the earth," ver, 13, 14. Tbie is thi^ 
do^rineoi^ Providence. And on what is tbe^ 
doctrine of Providence founded ? On this prii^ 
ti(Ie : , God /a^hionethtJ^eirh^egrts alike, ver. 1 5# 

Attend 
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Attend a nooment to the evidence of tliis rcafon** 
ing, tny brethren. The do£lrinc of 'Pfovidenceif 
expreffed in tbefe ^ords, Gvd ttrtisiierttb tbtf 
works of the inhabhtints- of tbt^ecf^th^ is a nccelV 
fary confequence orthh printiple, Godfasbionet& 
their hearti aUktj and tlte principle is a-ne'ccP 
fary confeqiieiice of ttiat 'wWcb the pfalnbift'had' 
before laid down to acfcdtfnCfbr the otigin of tbe^ 
vdrld. Yes I from tftfe doGirtnc ofXiod tMc Cre- 
ator of men, follow^ Hhat of '6od tlTc' iofpeftory 
the direftor, tfic^rewarderf ariti the pan i (her of 
their actions.' Otit of th^ moft fpe^ious objec- 
tions, thar fa^tb ever b<^n oppofed to the do6i;rine» 
of Providence, is a cotiti*att between the grandeur 
of God and * th^ meahnefs of roen. How ca:t 
fuch an infignificant creature as man, be an ob<^ 
jedl of th*^ care and attention of fuch a magnifi* 
cent 6<^ing as God ? No objcAton can bcf more 
f^ectiSus, ofy in appearanee> more invincibRr*- 
Tfie diftance between the meaoeHrinfe^t and tbef 
snightieft ihonarcb, wbo^ treads and' emibef >fep«i* 
tiles to death witliotit tb^ leaflr r^aisdr^t^^lbeflr^ 
is a very imperleft image of tb^ diftahce betweeii< 
God and man. That which proves that it wcold^ 
be beneatb the- dignity of a monarch to obfervcf 
the motions of a ntS| or worms, to tntereft him*^ 
felf in their a£ltons, to puniflrror td reward thehi| 
feems to demon{!rate| that God would degrade* 
bimfelf were he to t>bfervei^ -to dire^, to punifli^ 
to reward ma(nkind,^vho are infinitely inferior to 
bim. But, one* HiX ' is^ fuficient to anfwer tht^ 
ipecious obje^on x-That is, that God hath ere* 
ated mankind*-- Ddth God degrade himfelf more 
by gov^ming than by creating mankind ? Who» 
can^perfaad^ htmfelf; that a wife Being bathgiV. 
entd'MnteUigeht creatures faculties capable ofi 
obtaining knowledge and virtue, without willtng^ 
that Uiey-ftiould ende^avoor to acqmre knowledge'^ 
and virtue? Or who catyamagine, that a wife 
Being, who wilUtb that his intelligent creature^ 

flioali'^ 
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:|Pioi}ld acquire knowledge and virtue, will npt 
^unifh them, if they negle^ thofe acquUitions ; 
and vrWY not ihew, by the ^iflribution of his ben- 
efits, that he a^pproves tb«dr endeavours to obtalti 

iJicra ? : , . ; ; . 

Unenlightened philofpphers have treatjcd of the 
attril^utes of God with as much .abftrufenefs s^s 
|bcy have written, pf his works. ■T.he moral at* 
tributes of God, as they are called, ui' the fchools, 
were myfteri^s whiqh . tJH^y 4(iPOjild jiot unfqld* 
Thefe may vbe^educqd.^O/twocIaflcs, attributCrS 
pf goodness and ^at^^/^tUJtes of justice. Philofo* 
phers, who l)^ylB admitted thefe, Jjave nfually 
taken that f9r^gf;iintei which they pjogbt to. have 
proved, jT^hey i^olledcd together in tjheir.oiiVids 
^U pe{;fie^ion^, they fedup$;d tbcm jaH to one ob- 
jc^j .tWhich they .dj^nominatcd a perfegt jBieing j 
and, fuppoiing, with.opt 'proving, 'jthat^a ipcrfcft 
Jbeing cxifted,.they .uttributed ti^ jhiin, .without 
,.j>roof, every .thing ^hat they ^^onildered as a pcr- 
i/e^lion* The pfalmift ihews, by a furer way, 
that the/e is a Qod fppremely joft, and fupremcly 
0ood. It is neceiTary, in order to convince a ra* 
tional being of the judice and goodnefs of Gpd, 
to follow fuch a method as that which we follow 
to prove , bis exiflence* When we woi|](l prove 
the exigence of God, we fayi there are xreatiires ; 
therefore, there is a Creatoi:. ;In like manner, 
when we would prove, that the Creator is a juft 
and a good Being, we fay, there are qualities of. 
ffoodriefs and juQice in creatures ; therefore, he, 
from whom thefe Creatures derive their exigence, 
is a Being juft and good* Now this is the rea- 
foning of the pfalroift, in this pfalm : 77»e Lord 
ioveth righteousness and Judgment^ the earth is 
full of the goodness of tbe Lord^ ver. 5. that is 
to fay, it is impofiible to confider the works^ of 
the Creator, without receiving evidence of his 
goodnefs. All the worke of nature, which ^e- 
inonllrate the goodnefs of God, pr6ve his judice 
_ V - alfo J 
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alfo.f for God hath created us with fuch dlfpotiT 

tions, that we cannot enjoy the gifts of bis good* 
. nefs without oWcylug the laws of his righteotft^ 
Defs~* .The happineis of an indiTidual, who pro- 
.^utc^ a pleafure by difobeyin^the laws of ^quit^t 

i;r a violent happlncfs) which cannot beof'loDg 
.. du ration ; and the prosperity of public bodies^ 

when it is founded in/ihiquity. Is an edifice, 
-%vhicb with its bafes 'inWX be pi'dbntly.fuok aiul 

JBut wTiat w^ wobld particularly remark is^ 
. tliat the excellent principles of the pfafmill, con«> 
^<;efning; God, are.nc^t mere fpeculations| but 
-truths froih -Which he derives j>ra(£lical.inFfereiiCes:; 
..«tid he aim^ t'6 ext^tfi thdii' itifluence beyond pri- 
•'tratc perfbn's, even t^Jegiilatdrs ahd conquerors, 
.'Oiie would think, • ccnfidering the condu^ of 
i-mankind, that the confeq^nces, which are draws 
from the dbdtrlnes of which we have been fpeak- 
ing, belong to hone but to the dregs of the peo* 
pie ; that law-givcrs and conquerors have a plan 
.^f morality.pecuriar to thcsnielvesv'and are above 
the rultfs to- which other men muft fubmit. Our 
prophet had other notions* -What are his max- 
itns of policy ? They are all included in thefe 
words : Blessed is the nation whose God is the 
Lord, and the J>eople who^i be hath chosen for 
Jitis dwn inheritance^ ver» !*• What are his 
iViilitary maxims I They are aH included in theife 
iword? : There is no king $aifed.bj the multitude 
'of an host.: a mighty man is not delivered hy 
' r^uch strenglk: : ^ An horse is a vain thing for 
safety ; neither shall ^lie -deliver any by ii€ great 
strength^ vcr. 16, 17. Who propofeth thefe 
maxims ? A licrmit, who never appeared en the 
theatre of the world ? Or a ro«n deHitute orf the 
talents nccelTary to thine there ? No : one of 
tlie wifefl of kings ; one of the moft bold and 
able generals ; a man, \vhom 6od hirofdf ele^- 
ed to gov^rd his chorea pcoplci and to command 
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tbeTe arnues, which fooght the inoft obftinate 
l)attlesy and gained the moH complete viAories. 
"Were I to proceed in explaisiog the fyftem of 
the pfalmift, I night prove, that as he had a 
Tight to infer the dodlrine of Providence from the 
works of Jiatttre, and that of the moral attribotea 
of >God from the. wor4s of creation ; (05 from the 
. dd£lranes of the moral attributes of ^od| of Prov« 
idencei and of the works of cfeation^ he had a 
Tight to coxTclude, that no conquerors or law-giv- 
-crs could be truly happy, but tbofe who a£ked 
^ iigjreeablf to the laws of the juft and good Su« 
preme. -But Ifhaii not enlarge on this article* 

Permit tne only to place in one point of view 
the different pbrafes, by whi^h the pfalnuft de* 
icribes the Deity in. this pfalni. ^^The earth is 
full of theg^odneCs of the Lord. By the word 
of the Lord were the hcavctis made, and all the 
hpfk of them by the breath of his mouth* He 
gathereth the waters of the fea together, as aa 
heap : he layeth op the -depth in florehoufes* 
The Lord loofceth from heaven-: he beholdeth all 
the fons of men. From the place of his Jiabita* 
tiop be looketh upon all the inhabitants of the 
earth* lie falhiooebb their hearts alike ; be coit- 
fideveth all their works, ** ver. J— 7, 12^1i« 
From thefe fpecttlattve ideas of God, he de* 
mes the following rules of pra€^ice% ^' Let ali 
the earth fear the Lord 4 Jet all the inhabitants 
of the world (land ra awe of him. Our foul wait** 
ctb. for the Lord: he is our help and our (hield* - 
For our heart fliall rejoice in him, becaufe we 
\ have truded in his holy name-. Let thy mercyi 

O Loid, ^e «pon us according as we hope in 
thee," ver. «, dO— -32. How delightful it 19, 
my brethren, to fpeak of God, when one hath 
' , talents to fpeak of him in fuch a noble manner, 
^ and when one intends to promote the fear 4ud * 

^ the love of him, with an univerfal obedience to 
bimi from all that ia faid ! How well ic becomea 

F fuch 
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fucb a mHD to praifo God ! The praise oi tHe. 
Lord is comelj in the mouths of upright me n^ 

IL Let us naw. apply the fubjcA more inime- 
dlatcly to the fcrvicc of this day. ITo praise 
God is a phrafe, which is fometimes taken, in a 
particular fen fe, for tbe exercife of a perfon, vrho, 
having received (ingular favours of God, delights' 
in-expreifing his gratitude to him. TWit praise 
ts comelj in tbe mouth of an upright many ior 
four reafons. 

Fird. Bectufe be arran^pth tbeiji in their true 
order, highly eftimatiag what deferves a high 
edeem, and mofl highly efiinating what defervea 
the higheft e(leem« 

Secondly. .Becaufe he employs all his benefit^ 
in the fenvice of bis.beaefaQdr. 

Thirdly, jj^caufe, while^ he recounts his blelT- 
ingsi he diveds hi mfelf of all merit, and afcribea 
them only to the gopduefs of Gpii from whom 
they proceed. 

Fourthly. Becaufe he imitates that goodne(i 
and lovC) which inclioed God to blels faim in fuch 
a manner. "^ . \ ' 

L will affix to each of tbefe re^edlioiis a fingle 
word. Praise f or if you will, gratitude, is^ome^ 
ly'far the upright^ becaufe it is wise, re'aly bufiu 
ile^ zi\d magnanimous i In thefe four refpe&s^ 
praise is cameljfor the upright. Thefe arc the 
fentiments, with which the holy facrament, of 
%vh4ch we have taken this mornicg, (hbuld infpire 
us. Thefe are the mod important refle£iionS| ' 
with. which we jcan clofe this difcotirfe. 

J. I'he gratitude of upright men lis wae. The 
pralfe of the Lord becomes them weli, becauCir^ 
while they blefs God for all their mercies, they" 
arrange them in their proper order ; they priefe, 
each according to its real worth, and. that.mo& 
& all which is of the greateft value« ' It is a very 
mortifymg redcdliony my brethren, tbAt the more 
yic itudy oadjelv^ri the jmote clearly we perceite^ 

that 
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tliat ttie.lovc of the world,- and of fenfrble ^bing^, 

, is the chief fprings of all oar a A ions and fcnt!i- 

. ment?* This dilagreeable truth is proved, not 

only by the nature of our vices, but even by the 

-.genius of our virtues j not only by the offences 

we commit againft God,- but by the very duties 

"we perform in his fer vice. 

A per f on fo ungrateful, ns not to difcover any 

^gratitude to God,. when hebeftows temporal bleff- 

ings on him, can fcaroely be found-. We pfaife 

.God, when he delivers us from any poblic calam* 

'ity, or from any domeftic adveifity j when he re^ 

covers us from d^itfgerous ilinefs \- when he raif- 

^eth us up an untxpe^ed ft-'iend^ or a prote£tQr, 

« who aiElis us ^ when he fends tis romeprofperity, 

which renders life more eafy. In fuch eafe« as 

^tkefe, we render an homage to God, that cannot 

be rcfufed without ingratitude^ 

But we are extremely blameable, wben, while 
we feel the value of thefe bleifingsj we rt-main 
iafenfibje pfthe worth of other blemni?s, v^Uich 
.ar0 inftniteljr more v^Vuabfe, ai>d which, meiit 
infinitciy 'more gratitude. A bleffing, that di- 
reftly regards the foiilj is^more valuable than one 
which regards only the body. A blefllng, that 
regards our eternal hapjJinefs, is "of greater worth, 
than one which influenceth only the happipefs of 
*t1iis fife, whence is it then, ^hat,. bring fq fen- 
, Bble of bte/EngS of the ffrft kinii, we are fo little 
afftfiSt^d with ihofe o'f the laft 7 How coines. it 
to pafs, tKat we arie fo full of gratitude, wbefi^ 
God gives the (late foirie fignal viftpry ; when 
fee ptbfpers fts trade j- when lie llrcngthens tfic 
bbn3s, that unite it to powerful and faiibfaJ al- 
Hes ; and fo voiS of it,' while, heyconVmucs to 
gVant it the grfeateft bleffing tliat a loci^ty of ra^ 
tronal. creatui-cs^ can enjoy, I mean a liberty t^ 
fe rye God according to the didla'tes of our own 
confciences ? Whence is It, that we are fo very 
tiiaakful to God for pref^rving^ottc. lives from the 

' dangers 
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dangers that daily tbreaten them ; and fo IktBr 
thankful for hrs miracaloiis patience with u», to* 
which it is owing, that, after Hre have hardened 
onr hearts againft his voice one year, he invites 
us another year ; after we have fklfified oKr 
promifes made on one foIccnRtry, he calls u»^ 
aciotber folemnity, and givetb ti^ flew opportanl- 
nies of being more faithfal to him I Whence 
comes this difference ? Folbw \% to its foorcew 
Does it not proceed from what we j«ft now faid t 
Is not love of the world, and of fenfihle things, 
the grand fpring of our adltons amd lentiaientfr^^ 
The world, the world ; lo ! this is the tbuchftonei 
by which we jadge of good and evil \ 

An upright man judgeCh in another manner t < 
he will, indeed,- blefs God for all his bene£tsf 
but as he knows^how to arrange then, fo he 
knows how to prtae each according to its worth, 
and how to apportion his eAeesi to the real value 
of them all. 

According to fuch an eftimatiop, wh'at ovght 
not our gratitude to God be to-day, my dear 
brethren I We may aiTurc ourfelves with the 
utmoft truth, that had the Lord' united in our 
houfes to-d.iy« pteafu res, grandeurs, and dignities ;" 
had he promifed each of us a life longer than that 
of a patriarch ; a family as happy as that of Joh, 
^ter his misfortunes ; glory as great as that of 
Solomon ; he would have beiVowed nothing tjqual 
to that bleffing, which he gave us this morning* 
He forgave thofe fini, which, had they takea 
their natural courfe, would have ocea(ioned end* 
lefs rcmorfe, and would have ptVinged us into 
eVerlatling mifery and woe* A peStce was sBed 
Mdr^ad in oar confcicnces, which gave us a fore- 
tade of heavei^. He excited hopes, that abforbw 
id our fouls in their grandeur. Let us fay all in 
one word : he gave us his Sou. ^< H^ that fpar* 
ed not his own Son, how (hall he not with him 
alfo freely give us ktl thingi^?'^ Horn. viii. 3S. 

fif The 
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2^' Ttic gratitodfc of upright men is r^a/* The 
^ifc df th«^ Lord betoht^s thfem, b^cavfe,. while 
tttey praifc Gad for •his befits, tl^yJiife to th<^ 
glory of thkir befM«F««€t©r. E^rjr gtft of God 
fcjrniftieai i» wKh bdth a motivfe aaid a «ie*n o# 
obeditijce to^ hini* K i» an excef^^f i»grathod^ 
to ^ift-ke a contrary irfe of -hH gift*, wad to turi 
Ae befl^fits ^at we receive, a^ainft the -benefac- 
tor ffom- Wlic«R» we rcecire them.- W^at gUts^ 
are they, by •VVhiJch God bath moft diftinguiOwd 
»s ? Thee be ha^h diftrnguifiied by a pcne^ating , 
gpflttw, w4jich renders the higheft obje^, Vh* 
deepeft- myfterieft, acfeflibjfe to thee* Wo be to 
tftccl ifnhott-enipicjfy tbit'gtft to invent ai^u* 
went* agarnfr'tbe^ trdttts of religion, and to 6nd 
^riophffms that ife^cBd infidelity. An \fptighi 
mati deyotes this ^ift to Wstcnefieaor ; he avails 
Wmftftf of 4jiy genios, ta difcove?r the folly of 
feeptieal fopftiftiis,->and to demonftratc the irotli 
of religion." 0ft thtfc^hehath bcft#wed an afton- 
ifhing roemory*- W6 be to thee I -if thou ule it 
t^ reitiin the pcfnicibtif maxtmy of il>e world. 
An upright imim <dtdicatc? this grfc to his btn?- 
ftkihJT ; be etnpbyshis memory 'in retaining ihe 
wieeilent Ieff<ins t>f cq*r«ty, cliSrity, and paiieaee, 
which the^boly Spirit hath taught him in the 
feriptmcs*-' To thee he hath gtven a)5 a»tborita« 
tive elocution, to which every hearer is foiced t-o 
bow. ' Wo be to thee ! if 'thou apply this rare 
tttle<it*to 'fedttce the minds^ and to dtpravc the 
b^rts,r of 'mankind; Ah upri^h man dtvotca 
t^ltS'bleflitfj 10 the ft^rvice of tis benefiraor ; he 
ttftfth 'his eloqtience to free ttfe minds of men f«om' 
^rofj and their Irves frbm vice. Towards thee 
God hi^thexerciied a patience, wf^icb feems eon*» 
tfary to hit tifual rules of condnft towards fin*' 
nfers, and by- wh:ch he hath aboondcd towar^' 
thee. in fdrbeatance and long-fuffcring. Wo be 
ta th<* !. if thou turn this bldling into an oppor- 
liiuity ©f violating the commands of God ; if 
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thine obdinacf tun parallel with his p»tienee^ 
and if, bc^au$t sentence against an evil work is 
n^ executed speediJjf thy hnirt be /uliy stt m 
tUee i4t do evil^ kc^U viii. 1 U \ An v^rigJbt masir^ 
devotes this ble&ng to hit bencfa^r's lervice* 
Frpm the patience of God he derives motives oi 
repentaace* How eafily wight this article be 
enlarged I how frtiitfal in indrtUlion would it 
be on this folemnity I But we proceed. 

3« Gratitude to God well becomes an upright 
man, becaufe it is kumhle ;. becaufe an upright 
xiian« by publifliing the i^ifts of God's j^race^. di- 
veils bimfclf of hinaielf> and attributes tbein whoU 
ly to the goodnefs of him from whoa they came*. 
Far from us be a profane niiisture. o£ the real 
grandeurs of the Creator with the fanciful gran- 
deurs of creatures I Far be thofe praifes^ in. 
vhich ke who offers them always ^adsy in his. 
own excellence, the motives, that induced the 
Lord to bellow his benefits on him I . 
. Two rede£lions always exalt the grfts of God 
io tlkc eyes of an uprigbt roan \ a reflc^lioxi oa 
his meanuefs, and a reflei^ion on bis unwoctbi- 
iiefs ; and it as with thi% comelinefs of humility^ 
ii I may venture to^all It fo, that I wifiv to en* 
gage you to pcaife God for the blcfiings of this, 
day, 

i. Meditate on y^ur mtanUess* Contraft 
yourfelves .with God| who give^ himfelf to yoiA 
to-day in fuch a. tender manner. How fooa is 
tbe capacity of man abforbed ilti the works and 
attributes of God ! ^ Conceive, if thou be capabky 
t^e graadeur of a Being, who made the heavens 
by bis vfordf and all tbe host cf tbem bj the 
breatb of his mau$h. Think, if thou be capable 
of thinking, of tJie glory of a Being> who exifted 
from all eternity, whofe underftanding is infinite^ 
wbofe power is irrcfidible, whofe will is above 
eontrbul. Behold him filling the wliole univerfe 
vith his prefence* Behold ^m in Uie palace of 

his 
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Us gloryi inhabiting the praises of tiK bleiTed,. 
Pfah xxii» S. furrounded by thou fa nd tbouCaadiy, 
and by ten thoufand times ten thoufahd angelsjr 
vbo excel is (lrength,QBLDd who delight K) ffy ^t 
tbefirft fignal of bis will. Th«a liuinan lolil !! 
contemplate this obje^, and recover thy reafoo. 
What art tbou I What was thine origin f 
What is tbinc end ? Thod diminutive atom f. 
great only in tbin^ own eyes ; behold! tbyfclf in< 
tby true point of view* Duft !. afhes ! putreiac*. 
tlon t glorious onl^ at the tribunal of tbine owot 
pride ^ dii^ed tbyfelf of the tawdry: grandeur \tk^ 
lybicb tbou Ipveft to array tbyfelf. Tboa' va- 
pour i tboa dream i tbou exbatation of the^ 
.earth L evaporating in tbe air» and. Having no^ 
other conlllience than what tbine own imagina*^ 
iion gives tbee \ behoM tby vanity and not&ing- 
neiju Yet tbts dreaiuy this exbaiation, this ya- 
pour> this duft, and afiies, and patrefa^llon, this, 
diminutive creatuseV is an object of tbe eternal 
care and love o(its God. For thee, cpntempti-' 
bl^ creature t tba Lord ftretdied out tbe beav«- 
ens ; for tbec he laid tbe fbiMadation of the eartb*. 
Let tts fay more i Fof tbee, contemptible crea- 
ture I God formed tbe plan of redemption* 
What could determine the great Tebovab to com- 
Viunicate hlmlelfy in fiicb a tender and Intimate 
manner* to fo contemptible a creature as' mam f 
His goodnefe^ bis goodneii alone* 

Although a fenfe of dor meannefs ffiouldi not 
terrify and confound os, yet it fliould exclude ar* 
rogance, and excite lowly ficntiments : But what 
will our humility be, if we eftimate tbe gifts of 
Good's grace by an idea of our unwortbinefs ? 
Let each recoiled the mortifying biilory of bi» 
own life. Remember, tbou I tby £ery youth, ia 
which, forgetting all the principles that th^ piouii'. 
parents had taught tbee, tbou didil acknowledge- 
«0 law but thine own pafSionate and capricious' 
urilU. RemcnbcVi thou ! that pbriod| in whic& 
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thy heart being infatuated with one obje^, ancP 
yhoUy employed about it, thou didft make it* 
tklne idol, and didfl facrifice to it thtiYc b6noUV> - 
tby duty j thy God.. RecdUeftf ihoU t !the crtifel 
life, that for many years thou dldft tnake of tttjN' 
credit, thjr riches^ thy rarikr wheft, beifng de^bur-- 
cd with felf-love, -thou waftinfenfiBle to the voice'- ■ 
of the widow and the crpban, .and^ fb ^ niJmbcr^ 
of diftVcffed people, who foHcitcd 'rer»ef, "Re- 
member, thou ! -that fatal hour, the recoU'e^ion 
of which ought to niake iUy b^ad "koUters^ and- 
fbine eyes a fount'ain ofie'ariy JeW ix. I.. *tbat * 
fatal hour, in which, God having, pi/t Ybce ilUo- - 
the fiery trial of pcrfccutign, thoD cfbuldft ftotf' 
aibicle the proof/ Like Pct€ir,"fhou didft fio* inb^a" 
ardi%raced Redttfmer ; thdu didfttowaidly abau- - 
don a perfJ;Cuted chui'cb, ah'd waft juft oh the' 
point of abjuring. thy religion.- Let cacb erf us • 
io confider himfclf astic fecms "ih tVe eyes df a 
holy God. A crtrninal worthy of tlfe in Oft'tigbr-^ 
ous punilh'nichts 1 i tec each of Us fa*y t7) htmferf^ 
iSotwithaandihg alll ^this, it' is I,^ guilty I j % 
iv^ofe ITns ;ire more in Humbi^r than the haifs oa 
w/'head ; it is 'I^'wlio haVft bfce'n admitted this • 
nujrnln"^, into the iiOufe'c^ God ; it b I, who 
have been in vitqd 'this m0rnihg to that myllicaf 
rcpaft,. which To^^creigii Wiftiom itfelf prepared ;. 
t% is I, who have been encouraged againft the' 
Jufl ficarV, Which ihii remeitrbrahcc.oYniy fitTs had 
f:;icitcd, ajud have heard itie voic^: of God, pro-*" 
claiming in riiy confcicncej ' J^eay noty thou portn 
Jacoby Ih* iXw r4. , It is I, Who have been 
gpuiidantty sattsjfej ^lily'tke flatness of tb^- botisc 
6f God, and haVe dfunk of tie rttcir cf bis pleas^ 
%iesy Pfal. x^xvi. 3. 'What ihclihes God to in- 
dulge me in this ijianner ? Gpodnef^ bi^ty J' O 
iurpafling and meoncfciv able good nefs • thou Ihitjt] 
for ever be tlieobjeA of niy meditation andgrat- 
itode j' »< How excellent is thy loving kindhefs^? 
O God* l^' vcr. 7.' Th?lfc ar^j' fcntitniftrts' th.t* 
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•oght to animate our praife to-day* ZMzh praiic 
h comely f0r tbt upri^htm 

FinaUyi The gratitude of an upright man \9 
poble and Magnanimous^ The praife of God well 
¥econiei( the niotrth of an upright man, becaufe 
lie takes the fo^e of God to hun for a pattern 6f 
)hs behaviour to his fellow creatures. St. Paul 
liath very emphatically expreiSed the happy cban^ 
-which' the gofpel produteth in true chriftians. 
<* We. all with open face^ beholding at in a glafs 
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the fa ore 
unage, from glory to glory, even as by the fpirit^ 
•f the Lord|" S Cor. iii. 18. Some commenta* 
^rs, infiead of reading we all Molding as in a 
glass f as the expreffion is rendered in our tranf* 
iationi render the words, vie all becoming mir*^ 
rars. I will not undertake to prove that this is^ 
the aseantng of the term: it is certaihiy the 
fenfe of the apbdle.* He means to inform us, 
that the impreffiaui which the evangeUcal difplay 

of 

* The idea of r^itingf while one eontemplates tie 
, mttrihutes of God, is a very fine thought, and fully ex« 
'preAve of the benevolent effeds which ehriftianity 
pvoduceth in its difciples i but Mr. Saurtn, whofe bnl^ 
iiefs as a chrifttan mtnifter was, not with tbe Jim, but 
1^ true, only meant, by what he faid above, that it 
was agreeable to the general design of the apoftle. EraC* 
»us was the firft who tranilated St. Paulas term katop* 
mzometioi in fpeculo repnttentantes, Beza renders ir. 
In fpeculo intuentee / and our French bibles, have it, 
nous cfmtemplont comme en un 9ktroir., Our author was 
delighted with the ingenuity of £rafmus ; however, he 
eould not accede to his tranflation, becaufe, i. He 
could meet with ^o Greek author, cotemporary with 
St. Paul, who had ufed the term in the fenfe of Eraf- 
rnus. a. Becaufe he could not pereeive any connexion 
between that figaification and the pbrafe wtJk openfdee^ 
He abode therefore by the ufual reading. See Serm^ 
Tom. ix. S. viii. My idea of an objea ple^fes me; 
therefore it is a true idea of It, is contemptible logics 
yet how many pretended articles of retigionr hj^e art^ 
•tt |roA this Way of reafoning I «,.... 



of tbeperfeAions of God makes on the. fouls of* 
belieVers^ engraves them on their jninclsj and rc^- • 
ders them like mirrors, tfiat refteift the rays, and. 
the objcfts which arc .placed oppaSte tp them, , 
•and. roprefent their imagcff* Tbey^hehold the glO' 
ry ofth^ IjOrd with open face. They arexhar^"' 
ed from ^glory to glory into the same iniage^ even- 
as bj the spirit of the Lord* I wi{hv my bretlj-- 
fcn, tha^ the impreflion, 'wbich; Mras made on yoM 
by thegcnerofny and magra»lmay^"of G:od, who> 
loaded you tliifi mowiiBg wi*i» his»gppcious bene- 
litsj may* transform you to-day into the same im^ 
jogjs fromglpryio glo^\' I: >TOuld animate, ypu* 
with this, the moftiioble, the moft fubHmc, the- 
moft comfortable,, way of praifing God. - 

What gave you fo much peace a pd plea furs 
this morijiDgf in what God Ad for. you ? Was- 
it the pardon •f'ypur fins ?: Imitate it ;.p*rdoji- 
your bre tbr^n* Was i t ihis »paiLforb'earance;with • 
lyou ? Imitate it.: moderate* that impatience- 
wiiich the ing^ratitud© of your brethren £Xl:i^es 
in your minds. , Was it that fpiiit of communis 
Gation,, which dijpdfed a^ God, » who is ah-fuffi*. 
cierit to bik own happVnefs,, to^ our^t -of fiinjfclf^^. 
as it weref^ a«d to conm>u»ic«:e bis felicity to 
(^eatupc^s? . ImttatVit.;. go^*<5iit'bf tbbfc lotreiycb^ 
lW5Bnnk)f^r<irp«rity iii^^Wch ybu Itfdge, ^*jd Imv 
^ari y<>nr b^nefiis'llb ydor brettvfeli. Was ittU^ 
<6on4»niial watchfuliicfs of God Tor tHe falVatlda 
Qf your* Cog Is ^ Imitate it j. ejcert .yoiirfelves for 
the faWa^tion of the fooU of your br&tshren 5 fi>fw 
ixt not thofe^ who tire united to you^ by«&ll tHe 
ties -df natiii*^, fotrrely, i4tid ftliglan, to pcriai 
thVoiigh your lukcwanntlefs and negligence, 
AVhire;you triumphantly exclaim, on this folcniB 
lie^ival, Let m mahs a }4yf^l nois-e $o.ih^ Rack 
iff our solw!itijn'!.,Wdt}» 9«?v. I. rerheniber yoifr 

pWafiffe ; ffe'itJemVer tt'e wdys. d/ ':^ioiiy \h^. 
'tio\xri\^ lecause mne come to the solemn JeaslSf . 
£an;i* i* ^ M^,i .* 



The Manner (ff railing God. % 

My brethren, how plcaGng is a chriftran fcft'u 
^al ] How comfortable the 4nftitution, to which 
-wc were this morning called i But 1 remember 
here a faying of Jefus Ghrift to his apofHes, I 
have other sbeep vfhicb are not of this /eld : 
tiem also I must bringy and there shair be 'One 
foldy and one shepherd^ John ;sc. 16. Alas! we 
alfo have (heep in another fold* When (hall we 
have the comfort of bringing them into this ? 
Ye divided families 1 who ace prefent in this aC- 
ferably, when will you he. united ? Ye children' 
of the reformation J .wholl] the misfortunes of the 
times have torn from us.; ye dear parts of our- 
felves ! when will you come to us? When will 
you be re-gathered to the €ack af the great sbep^ 
-herd and bishop of our souls / When will yc 
ifaed in our airemblies tears of repentance^ for 
having Jived fo long without a church, without 
facramentS) without public worfhip ? When will 
yc fticd tears of joy for having recovered thefc 
rddvantages ? 

Great God i Thou great God v>ko hidest thy* 
self! is it to extingui(h, or to enflanae our zeal^ 
4hat thou delayeft the happy period? Are our 
hopes fufpended or confounded i Qod grant, my 
dear bcetbren, that the praise^ which we render 
to theXord for all his benefits, may obtain their 
continuance and increafe I And God grattt, 
while he giveth us our lUie^ for a prey y Jer* xxU 
9. that thofe of our brethren may be given m 
alfo ! To bitn be hoaour aod glory for ever J 
AmcB. 
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yrHE SOrZREIGNTT OF yEWS 'CITRISt 
\ IN THE .CHURCH. 

r'tKpfitf Kif-us Uw^k to himseifi and^o man £iith 
to himself* Por^ fvhetber we Uve^ -we live 
unto tbt. Lords ^r^ whetker ioe die^ ive <die 
unto ibe Lord : ^belber me livt ibcr^fore^cr 
iiie<t wt€t*t^e~Lord*s* 

A HBS£ words are a general maxiiv, 

»4rhJcb Su Paul lays down for the decifion crf a 

«|>art»cular controveriy* We canfiot weU enter 

into the apoAI^'s BBeantngi <iinli»fs we underilaad 

-the partioixlar fubjeAy which led him toespreft 

hhnfelf m this mati^ner. Our 4rft refle^iont, 

^reforet will ^ehd to explain the fclbje^|> a^d 

^erward we whl extend our • meditations t« 

"greater ob|e^u -We will aittead to the teact ia 

that point of view, in whieb iho£e chriftianaare 

moft tnterefted^ who have repeatedly engaged to 

devote theafelvet wholiy to^Jefut Chvlll ; to^cenoi 

•^rate to him through life* and* to commit t6h!«i 

at death) 'not only with £ubtmffion, hot alfo with 

ijoyi thofe foulsi over which 'he bath acquifed 

the nobleft right. Thus (hall we veiify^ in the 

noft pure and elevated o€ all ienfes, this faying 

of the apoille, None of us ihetb to Smsslfy end 

no man4ieth Po himself, for^ mbethef^noe livef 

me live unto the Lord i or^ mhetker me die^ me 

die untojbe Lord:: mbether me live fbertfore of 

die, me are the Lord*s. 

Sti Paul propofed in the text^ and in fomr of 
-the preceding and following verfes, to eftablifh 
the doctrine of toleration. By toleration, we 
IDeani that difpoBtion of a chrillianj which, on a 

Q principle 



JO The ^mmigiltr^fj^ 

j^rtnctple of ^^bcneiidlence) indiiics /liini to ^ hoM 
coimnuiiioii with a inao, who, through veakom 
of iDindy mixcth witG^ the 'troths of religion fome 
* errors, that are not <nf isely »|»compatil?]f ^ipitji, it^ 
'and with the Dew,teftaip?(>t ^wor/bip fome^clbre- 
montes, which are anfWkstble to its elevation apd 
6inplicity, but ^bjchy . l^QWCvej;} do sot dcftrc^ 
it& .efTence* 

RetMRtevfry p9rt of tbU 4efinittoney far .^a^ 
ts efleqtial to the fgbjed de&ned. I fay, tJ^at lie* 
wJio ^exercifetJi toleratioD> afia on .stf^lQCiple of 
beneyolcnpe ; .^r Yere:be to ji^ oB a prjnc^le 
of indolence, or of conti^pt forvFeljgiony^Us 4if« 
polition of mind, far from being a virtue wb^thjr 
jfif praife, would be avVJce£t onlf for execrattoo* 
il^leratlon, J fay, is to be ^xercifed towards bia 
-only, ^bo errs through V9tahu9s of. mind; for 
ll)t, whopeitfifis in vltft error ihrongb arcoganc^ 
jind for the fake of riding tbe^chorch, deferYfis 
rigorous puniibment* I fay, tfurtber, :that hc#. 
^ho eacereifeth toleration, <doih not confiot him* 
le)f to praying' for him, *wbo is the obie^oflf, 
and to end[eavounog:to reclaim him ; beproceedt 
Inrtber, and holds €omfminion with ium-; that \%r 
to &y, ^he alBfts at the fame religions ^xercifcst 
iind partsl^es of the Xord'4 Copper at the fame 
tl^le. Witboiic this communion, can we con^ 
fider him, whom we pretend to tolerate, as k 
i>rother in th<i fmfe of St^ Paul ? I add, fina^Hy, 
^rrontous semimentSj which are tolerated, mtait 
be compatibh Vfitb tbt great truths ef religiom 
9nd pbservaneetf which are tolerated, must HQt 
4estrojf the essence of evangfilkal fvorshipj aU. 
thoi]^b they are ineongroous with its fimplicity 
. aqd glory* How can I affift in a rfervtce, which, 
in my opinion, is an infult on the God whom t 
fdore ? How can 1 approach th^ table ^f the 
]l.ord with a roan, who rejedts aU t4ie myfterif*s^ 
]rhic]i God exhibits there i and fo of the reft. 

.- " . < •■■ 

r * Retain, 
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lief atVi then^ afl the pa(rts eftbU definition, and 
yiotf nvill forte' ^ar'jnft rtotioa *of tohration* 
-This'; moderation,' alwa^i dttcfRify among^'* 
eflriltiaivs/' ms partienlaHy fo' ttt the primitive* 
agcfti of* chrirtUnity. The firft cbtircbies were 
rdnip^ftd of two forts* bfprofclytes % fomc of* 
them were born of* Jewiftf parents) and had beea ' 
cdneated in J^tdaffm, otlierft were converted from * 
paganifm ^ and bath, * generalty fp^aking, after' 
t^)K httd^'emtyraibed* cbn(Hantty) prcferVed fame 
t^tfees of tbo reltgiona wbicb tbty^ had-^reDonneedb - 
Some of then> ret^inc^ fcrtij^es, from wbidi jutt ' 
ndtions of chrifttan liberty, it Ifaonld fecnl, might ' 
have freed them»^ « Tbey-dnrft not iat fonlef ifeods 
which God gitfve for the nonriOimeiit of mankind, 
I mean, the fleOiF'of animak, and thtfate only 
herbs* ' They let apart certain daj9 for' devotion ^ 
arenercifes mot from that wile motive, ^hich, 
ought to engage CYery, national ma^ to take « 
portion of bir life ffoin the twmilt of the world, 
10* order- to^ con&crate it^t* -thie ftrvtce of ht» 
Creator ; but fFbi» I know not' what notion of 
pre-eminence, wbiob they:attribiatafd to fomeidays ' 
ftbove others. Thns far all are agreed in regard 
to the defign-of St« Pkulia the text.- 

Nor- is* tfatro any difficulty^ in- ideternuitiig' 
which of the two orders of chrifttans, of wfaqn 
wefpoke,'St« Paul c^nfidersras an Ob}e£l>of coU 
eration ^.whether that clafs which cane from tist 
Gentiles, or* that- which came from the Jews. 
It is plain, ^h^ laft' is intended. Ervery body 
jknows th4t.thelaw of Mofea. ordacntd a gfreaft 
Bumber of feafls under the, penalty o£< the great 
anathemau. ^It was. very natural for tbe^ converts 
•d Jews to retain.! fear of iacurrkng that penaU 
ty, which fallowed- xht, infradion of thofe laws^ 
am to carry their veneratioa for thole feftivaU 
too far. 

There was one whole fed amdng the Jew«| 
diat abllaiaed -entirely .^rom the flelh of animals % 

thky 



£rqi» thjf-;; ani^Fbilo jiffuret a%>lbat theii{t9l>l^s» 
iv<rf free from evfry tiling tl^a^^haci bloody (S^* 
%€rc £Mr,Ted wit^l^ i^n1f;^l>^ei4f fait, wd' hylTi^) 
Ab ikt !l£flcp(^s profefled a f^veritf of'tnanntftf- 
whlch. had (opit )ikeD«fs to the^ morality of Jefuf-t 
C^rifti it is probabUvWany' of ^ them' embraced v 
cbn|baiR4tyt 1^ is- i( interwove a pa^t of the pt- . 
culi^M^itiea- of their own (t£t» . 

I 4o not thinky how^vert. that St^'Pafil had; 
a^y partiQttiar view to. the . £j(r«pei f at leaft, ina - 
a^e no^ obligi^d to fujppoiie^ ^that hit viewer /were" 
e9ofiofd. t» thejBi* . AH the warkl kfaow^ that Jews ^ 
have-ao averfioo to hiood. A Jeir, e]ca€t in hia* 
religlfHii does not elit fiefh oow-ar-days with chrir«- 
tiansf Mk the latteriho^ld not hiavt tak^o fnffi- : 
cient eare to difcbarge tbe.blood« Whetiy there- . 
fore, St« Fanl defertbca^ eoovorted Jews b^ their*: 
le^ppulofiiy.iD regard toitlho- eating of . bloodf he 
4ce# not fpeak of wliait they' didtin.t hair oyn faiiM» 
ilie«9 but o^wliat tbe^r pradifed^ iirhen they wero . 
invited to a convivial repaft with' peoplf,: who^^ 
thoo^ht^. thehrfelvD» ^Me ff om the prohibition o£ 
€4tiB{phlBod^' wh«thef they i?ere Oenijiiea yet iQpr •: 
solved in* the .darkiif fa 6i.pagaili£0i,> of Gentile .: 
caiiverts to ehriftiapityk Thua far. oKr fubje^t is 
free fVonl difficulty* ^ 

The dificnhy Itet In th^ conifesion of th^. 
naxim in the<t«xt wifb th« 4n4, ^bicbSt^ Pktjl : 
propoftth^in eftahlifhkigf it. Wftat f^'^Utiom/hi^' 
thete between chriftia^ toiention ttid this m?^^' 
im> A5mir of U9 ihkk itf ifmsef/^ and no itiijii ' 
ditOt td himself f How^ dbih it follow fVom tlili ' 
p;^«rriH ixfheth^r ^ live\ we' Hie uni'b the'Lord^;^ 
€r% whether m^^) "f^ ^te vntoUhe Lord jf hi>W; ' 
4pth it fuiloMt from this. prjnci^lei^tKi^t'>»e-<^^ 
to tokcate thofe,' whoj tiiirong<i th* weakbcft of ' 
their minds, mix fomji errors, with tbe grabtf •' 
truths of chridlani^y^ .and wjth^ the new tcfhltDcnt ^ , 
vrotlhip foinecer^iiJbnics^' which* ofcfcOr^ Its fim-v 
\ ^i^ity,.4',*Mafft4S«^lqry?. Thft/ 
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Tht rpTutloo lies in the conoexbn of the Xt%t 
With the forcgtJirtg^ ▼^rftjs, and 'particularly witb- 
tfte fourth vcrfe, v^hbi art *tb0u, that judgtst asi^ 
mthtr man*s servant ^ To jud^e^ in this place^ 
does not figiiify to dif<iern, but t9 ^emdtmn. The 
word h^s this meaning in a hnndred parages, of 
the new tef\ament# I confihcinyfclf to one paf- 
£agc for example. •* M we judge ourfeWes, wc 
ihoold not b^ judged,*' 1 'Cor. xt. 3U thut is to 
iijj if we w6uhl condemn omrfeWei at the triba* ; 
oal of repentance^ after we have partakoa nh^ 
worthily of the I:;drd*»t4*Upper, we ihoold XJot bc^' 
condemned at the* tribunal of divine ju(Hce. la 
like manner, vho art 'thoUf that jiidgest another 
i^an*s servant? is as 'mu^b 'a» to fay, who ani 
tkbu that tondemnest ? • St. PauV neafit to make 
thb chriiltans'of Romennderftand, that it beloog- 
ed* only to the foveretgn' of "the church to-abfolve 
orto condemn} a J hefaw fir* ' 

Btit'who is tht ftijkeme bead of the chiircb ? 
Jefus Cbirift, Jefds thrift, >h<»9 with his Father, 
is 'over 'all\' God blessod for every Romi ix* ^. 
JeTus Chrrfl, by dying for the church, acquired 
this fupremac)7 and-Hn^^trtue of 4v all true chrifw 
tian^ render him- the'homa^ of adorations All- 
this is- clearly* exprefl\?d bjrour apofik, and gives 
us an occafibn to treat of one«f«the^mo(i'4ibttnil€ 
points of 'chriftVairthfcoWgy*. ' , . ' 

Thar Jefus Chrrft is ttte^fu^me head of the 
church; according to the'do€^rine of St. F^nl, ia 
expreflVid byihe apoftfe in th» inoft'Tkar and ex* 
pUctt manner s*" &r aft^r be hath fatdj -in the 
wordjs of the text,- noiftthtr vf€ Uvey or dUi v>€ . 
ate the Lord* Sf he^addtr immediately, /a^^i? thi$ 
end Christ hoth'diedi^ and roee^ and revived^ thai 
hh might be Lord both' of tht dead and iiving^ 

That this Jefus,' Wim^^ the apofile fays, tV6 
cre^ is God,- the- apoftle does not pvimit us to 
doubt ; for he- confounds the exprclSoos ra eat to 
tto Lordy and t$.give Gfd thanks / to stand bi^ 

• fr 3^ f9re ' ' 
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7^ Tki Sovereignty iff Jem CKristj 

fom tiie jUidgnuntf se0t^0fCbr:istj*2sA to ghcae^'^ 
cotmitr <jf kimsc\f, t9 Qodj ^o/be Zord both oftb^t^ 

ticUogutge). .wbi^b.w^pold be b^rphcin^4n the - 
Hiaotb of a &mfit Qf^l^tiir^i; M, I iive^ smth tic - 
Lordi encrj.ktcfiy sb^ll bpw, to^ mcy and -everj^ ^ 
tongue sbali cmtftss t^ Qo/diyfvwk 1 U 

Fioallfi. Tb«t je(i|$. CJurifb acquired that fa- 
prtmaoy by bit fvfeiiiqgt ai)d,^eatl]y m yhtok of . 
^btcfa ali tvme ehfifii^ii^ ^nder hiqi the honiage 
of^doMUiiOA^ the appAk ^lls^bliihcithy. li fqjmilcy . 
aUA more c£rarl|rft. Tbia appears biy tb& words joCl ^ , 
now citcd,4a ikU €n4\Qhnst botl^ ditdy and rase y 
awircviv^d^ thai: bn m^i^ he J^tnd haiKoftfie / 
dead and Hving^Mtu 8« |!»^ T<^ the fame pur* ^. 
pofe the apoftle fpeaka io tbe eplftie to the Phi- - 
iilipans, *'^Se bec*0M obedient unto death, cyep^^, 
the death of tbe crofs^ Where:fore (xod iiath a!-- 
fo.his^hly.c3takted Htm^ and gi^ten him a jiane, / 
which, is above evi:)' name ; .that at the name of r 
J[eiii&vvery knee QiaU bow^ of things in heaven, . 
aiid. thinga in earthy and 'things onder die earth ;., 
and tba( every toi^n^. fi»all confclk that Jefua 
Cbrifi la JUord, to xi» glory of Qod the Eatber/' . 
Tbia is the ibvereignty which, Jefua Cbrift acqalr* 
edby dying if«r;tbe'c^rcb* 

But tbe rooft remarkable t aiid ^%, titt fame time^ 
tbft moft diftenltjiftiele on ibis ikbje^^ Hthia. / 
Tbe{ft>texta> wbiah feeaa IQ eftabliih the diytni^' 
•f-Chrifi^ in & nnaaQct f# i^leaff) It^rnilh the great* 
•fb^je^tan^ that batbever'bcfiitpropofedagainft . 
i t< Trac, fay the eiiemies ^f this doAri^ie, Jefua - 
Cbfift ia God, finac tbie ferlpttM^e isomoaands us to^ 
wafflyp blm.- . Bot bit divjntif ;i a a|i- acquired dj^ 
vinity ; fiocetbat A|^ioiME;yj wbich^yentitlea fatniLi 
to.Mkira^on aa 6cd» it sot; aoa effeatial^ but an 
floi|uned %j<«mMy* MoW|. that tbis fupreoiaqr^ 
IS #cf»ipcd^ b. Mflbba^ky fince the texts, xb^% 
l*i*« been eitrrf, m:gfjtfyijs^ declare, that it if a 
i^t of bia foferings and dtKJi* Wc |»avc twa 
wtpMRCttta to ofcr m reply* I. If 
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•i: If ft were i^monfti*fttedt- t1»t rtiio hprein^- 
ey' cftabtKhedvtiT the foi^cited texts rwat,«n|p. &&•.-. 
^ired) and not effentialv k- wt^uW-not thetv&fe^ 
&ilow^ rhat Jefas Gbrift bad no othor ffibpiieni^^ > 
MongiiTg to him in comnidti- wttht^e fiatlier aitd^ 
the hol^ Spirit. We are commaiid^ to^ ^offlvp i 
Jefus ChriR, not 6ti\y becau(<k he dt«d fo/p b^ faot^» 
alfo bearafe he tsetcrnal ^tnd aV'in4ght>3F, tlic aiu.'r 
thor of all beings that ex^{! ; and becaule he hatli:^ 
M the perlvAions of Drnty^ as we can ppove Hy^t; 
otlier paffa^es, not neceflTary- to be repfated^here^U* 
I3r Nothing binders that' the true God) wJio^./ 
M the time God, merits' onr adersM;ioa,>ffao0ldao>#« 
quire every day- new- rights o"»er'u§, iir virtue 9&"f 
which we have new motives ofrende^idg tbels: 
homages to him^ whklu we ackhowledge 1i^ aUv 
ways infinitely siented* -Alwayt when God be*- 
ftows a new blefEn^, bfe.acqqiretft'ft ivewnglit^^ 
What was. Jatc^^ optnioni wheiv: 1ie> m«de tfet«» 

v'vow I <fcff^od wiU be Wrth-me^ aifd will kMepA 
me-rnthe way that 1%^, ■and^^ili^^tveme^bMad^ 
to eat$ andr raiittent to pot o»; foi^avX^^biwar^ 
again to my fktlttsr^s hoDfe in^peaoe ^.thea-Aalitf 
tile Lord be my G^^ GeD«.xx»iii« dO, '&c^ 

, l^id the- patriarch' mean, tb«a he btfd no Mkeer^ 
wafoft fbr rtgaidmg the Ii()f^«> as hh God, tfaait 
^bis favour^ which hb aiked'of;hini h No^ftdl^. 
thing* He' meant, .tliat to a grett inamy reafons^v 
whiclr bound him^ to dtefotehitilfdf to God^ tbe« 
i&Tovr which he all:ed'Woiild«d«lii>n«w one. It'^ 
would be eaiy to prodicea long HiV of/exftmpkt.' 
•fthUkind^ At preflhit' titeftppltta«iol»K)fthis.' 
•ne (hopld fofficev Je£A8«Ctrt*ift, wtfoyaa fapr#i&e: 
9od| hath naturkl rightsr ovtr-'OS) hath alfo ac^lilfw:' 
edri^hl^s, b^caufe he hath^detgiiddtaeloibe him^' 
felf with oor iltfh^ in Which* be di^d to iwdeem 
tii^. iA^^tiJ>i>>dfj o«f% werare adl bi^ sot 
•tit|r hecaiif^ he is onr Creator, but be^ofe be t» 
aJfo oai» Redeemer* Re bath a- fnpreltta^y ovef»^* 

^ peculiar to bimfi;!^ otid'diAitfi^ kvm* t^at^ 

wbiclk 
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wlneh be hath 'itf -common wit>tii6 Fathef ami 
the holy- S[Hrtt..- *» • . ; < 

To return then to-ottr principiil i4il)|e£l, from;, 
viiich -thin long digreffion hath diverted vs.. This 
JeCttS). whais^tfae fupreme bead of the chuVch; :, 
thit Jefu9^. ta- wfaoi& all.* tbe-siep»her9' of tht . 
cborch'flrc fubje€^i wilkth' that we fhoulo tole* 
rate) M£»d ho hinofelf .bath: tQlerated, tbofey whp, ' 
l{avk)g4ti lOtber xafies aa irprigbt confcience), aod- 
a^iincef« iivlciitioii of fpbroittrog their reafoo to 
aU.lit« decifioBS, . and tb«ic hearts. to all hu com*, 
siuiiti«) caimot^dear^r f«6^ tb^xcbriAiao liberty '^ 
iodvdes' a^^ f iseedom f f om-- the .obfe rvation of cer« , . v 
tain feails^ and -iffooL , the- difUDftioo; of ~ cei:tjaia -^ 
Ibsids. tlf tfaQ<fqiv%«eigo.wof, the church to]c,Fate,, 
then)) >whd etr- in-'thts fflanner^. bjr.wbat right do 
fon, who ape'^ofily^&oiple fubje^'s». JUtyiemke to 
•oodemn* thesi I ? ^^ Who^art. thoU) /tfclat. .judged . 
•aether ' nah'ftf fefvant;2.to hi» oii^d xBaller he 
ftatidietli^;.<nrifalUtk- Fi^'Jkone. of U8 liveth to.. 
lihafelfy. and/ Ba^l9aQ .dv^b' to bioifelCr'. ^o.r, 
wlirther. we Jives >m^ li^e p n to the Lord ; .and^ ^ 
wiietSerwe dia, ,we die yt^j^: the. Lord ; whether 
iffrliv^ therefore- or-die, .we are the Lord's* Let , 
tift tiot tlterefore judge -oDe another any more/' ' 
Let us, vttiur ojn? strange bear, the in^rtnities of" 
the meaki- . ., : . • . . ; . ..,., 

, Thit -k tlN^«e(]ga- of St*jP%ul, id^tbi. words o£" 
my* te^Ct^ . in. {oQie oi tbe pvA'Cc4ing, .and i% i^om^ ;, 
of the i«ttow:4Dg verfe«» . Caa-.we proceed with-, 
•«it reroavkil)gr.or-withpu( lamenting^ the blincf*^:'. 
iifHs of tboi«,«hriftians^ w^hof by their intolerance 
t9» their brej(^rei], feem to h^e cho£ea for their 
xifidel thofe BMembers ~of the church of Rome,^^ . 
WLbo viohte- the rightft : of toleration in the moft 
eruel Hianncr? ,.We arc not fpeaJdng bf.tbofc . 
laaguinary «»e9, who aiim .at.illiiminating^ieople's . 
iintinds with: tbe-light of fiiea^^d faggotsi- whicB\ 
tbfty kiQdJe agaiii^ all,^wbo rejeil their fyflems* 
QuK'UM^y sind.cior bipod; hAVC not alTuaged their . 
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ifC^l.^how cafn .vf,C; thca :thipfc> to.:* agptfife It, Iq?/ 
our es^^Wta^iptnt.? , Let «« ntt £blk|t the wr«tfa^ 
c|^liea.yeQ >)C^^ft tbcfierper fecut^rf of tKe chii/ch^ ^ 
Ie^,tis'lef;f^ ,co the fouif of tbien^y who wejr^fltli^' 
for the word of God^ to trf^HovfJlo^g^fi ^9^^ 

iodon tbcmj ipat dvfcfi omik^ tarthf ReT.» vw 

IP^ '.' ' . \ 

Bftl^ jm\ iqtefti&e- dWiS«tis I: Tbon . fpirlt p& 

ftid^EO^ i Y« theological Wfirt \, How long willyA* 
l|Q Ifijt l4^e i^Hpoiitg us i la it poiIibl«|.t^t.chi^ir«^^^ 
tjant) wfto be^^r tb* n^oifr of reforinedy ,cbrHVi&os. 
uiiited:4>y^ tbf^ bpfid q$^ their faith in tbe^ belief p{; 
tbe.fM^e de^'^ifst': an^t i^'^ nui}^ be allowed tci- 
f^ak.fry. c^^fH^ifk^^ upited b^r tlie Terf.. eficirtsCoi^ 
tVeir eiieiniea to.d^oyrtjbc»n ;. can they. Tipia,!^ 
aftCF all>. thofe laws* of teieraUoa^ which tfaef,, 
IlfkiF^ ii^ often pse&fibed to others,^ ai)4 agaipfti:.^ 
tb^ iHo^ion of^wbtch they .have r^niof^cateK^^ 
ifi^h.fia; vipaH ^ifdoBiaod fttoce& ?- " C^n tijej^ : 
convoke edclefiaftical affenbliesy ^ai^ tl^ytlra^iig 
«|i. ca^omii cait; tfaty. dcAounce exx»>fiMnDfli^^ttaEn»^ 
a^ ai|i^h#i|MHi- 8|^i^^t|i$t^». ^b<?»^rpt^litni wit|^ 
tfiif 9ire)fiFj$8 tb| )^i^i^ t]^uths> of cb«i{^amf^ andt . 
©Ifjtl^.^^fi^riwuo:^, tl^nj^idifferemlyi /<)Br>pw«its dE^ 
J^p}^ rpl?ci|l4tiODi>. oil c^teftioi^ V^y^\Y^ wf^^B^fe 
3«4l)i aa^ ift may-^eak. the wfao)6, oa inaUer«kj 
fi^ abQm&i.that they are^ alike Itidetero^ijiabl^. b}[f 
them, wba exolode members fpom the cot]ifuu0,i,ot»-f 
of Jefiftji Qbrift) and^by th^fe^wbo are exrludec^ ^ 
Q ye fons of the refonnatioii I: how l4mg wl]li 
ypM-- countera^ your, own priociples I . haw lQpg> 
"^11 yoa takf pUafttr^ in.^ increaivig tliKe tipmbcc^^ 
of tho/e^ wHo breathe only Jrowr deArjoi^oni^and^ 
j»/^ye; only to; d^ftroy ypu ! : O y? fubjedis oi^ tb^Ti 
Ibvereigti of fthe cfa«rch ! hew lotig.w,i21^y.on eiir' 
•fpta^ on tt»e rtg^its i)! y^iur. foyere^tgp, dare^to-^ 
cf ndeH^'tl^^fe whoin he abfQiyest aod-to Tt\%Q^f 
tbpfe wbQi» \^ generous^ benevolence toi^rate^ i^^ 
^ Who an tK^. that x^fiA f^othejr. inaii^s ttp^ 
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-j^'tih are utdetiowni iroiildfprbtoMf4iiik^ largely 
^Vbltmes yet- 

•^»Oor li/e isv^not.'MMits. • Winds, liraTOt' bett^ 
rCold, 'aliments^ vegetables, ajitfiiais, nvtufvy aoA 
^€acb of its c«inpon^nt pftrM, con^iV^'to dcpritre 
«tisofit. Not one of tbofcf *wiio bare eorteit^d 
ahis cbur^bf can'^e«oi»(lrate tbat b^^b^llgo oat 
of it alive. :Not.one of tbofe, who coiaspofe tb4« 
^ff^bff, eVeh.^f tbe youbgeft and i^rongelly ta« 
.afl\ir^- hftttlelf'bf one ytar, one day, one boiir, 
^ne ffSoment of life. JTone o/^u^ Hvetkto bim* 
:)Jfetf;'f{ory if ftf6 /ft>e, wt iare the £x>rd*s. 

Fui*ther,' N&man dieth to bhnstff. df^edia^ 
-%fe'tirt the Lbtd^s* 'Howabfolnte fotvei* tbedo* 
-frtlirion of'olie man CMreranotber tnif 4>e^ tbere is 
:.« moment^ in 'Wjbicb''bdtbar^ on a'l^v^l; tb^t 
iharoeii t cornea 'Mbi6n we die. .Beatb deli veri i 
liiilave'f^oin tbe ^Wb^«f a ty^m, under Vhofb 
.-i^gonr lijB ' bath f[<cnt-liis life hi groans. 0eath 
tierininates M the relattont,;> that. Ibb^ betVreeii 
onen in thisKfe. Fottbtr reflation ^fde)>enderice9 
M^ hie b fnbfi ft s between the Greater iM bis crfea^ 
tnres, is^aii et^i^alrekkfion. That World^ lnt«/ 
?^bicti "ire -eiiter when - we^ 4kt^ h k jpart- ofiitt 
-empire, and is as fubje^- to bi^.Miwa/Ha tbat Into 
-wbidi'we "eiitcfcd when we were^bd^n* Onfibg 
-this life, the 'Siipremc^'GovernoT batb rkbet ab§ 
povcrtyj gflocy andigiHiniiiiy^ H&i^^>tyrafita andf 
citnient prii&tes, (rakfs Hiid.'drotfg&tss img^ng tero«' 
;fiefts and reft<e{hi)ig^reeaes, ^ir" wbole^bmeaott 
:ai^ infeAed^^famlrre awl ptonty,'5^i€korie9'at)d dei- 
fcats,' to 'render o« -happy or iteHeraMe; After 
•death, vbe batb abfoUitioit and cobdemnatioli, a 
.tr^btroai of joftice And a tribunal of mercy, angels 
-and devils, a rwer of pleasure wA a*iake Imm* 
Mfi^ fhhb fire^nU bttmstonCi beH'witb^ts faorfora 
atid beaten ^itb it« bappln^g, to t^er us hap- 
pjr or miferable as betftea!btb« 

'Tb^fe refll^aiona are not ^^ttrte Aiffitient to 
4KiVks uffictX gfkkMtt S^iendin^ik Oor vMty la 
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%iortffied, Whfcn we remember, that Vhat we. en- 
joy is not ours ; but it is fometimes, as it were, 
hideninified by obferving the great means, that 
'^od employs to deprive us of our enjoyments. 
<yod hath, in "generaU excluded this -extravagant 
'^iiid'tive to' pride. He hath attached our felicity 
"to one fibre, to one caprice, to one grain of fand, 
'to objects the leaft likely, and feemingly the leaft 
^^apable, of Influencing out deftiny. 

On what is your high idea of yourfcif fouhd- 
'ed ? On your genius f And what is necefTary 
to reduce the fined genius' to that ftate of ilielan'- 
-choly or madh'cfs, of whrch I juft now fpoke ? 
^Muft the eanh quake ? Miift the fea overflow its 
banks? "Muiil Iht heavens kindk; into' lightning 
and* refotind In thunder"? MuU the elements 
claO), and thepowers of^naftrre-beihaken ? No ; 
there needs nothing but the difplacing of One lit- 
tle fibre in your bralnrl 

On what is yoUr high idea, of yourfelf found- 
ed ? On that felf-complacence, which fortun^t 
tank,' and picafing objects, that furfodnd yon, 
"fecm- to cooiribute to exrcite ? *'And what is ne- 
•ceffary to diflipate your felf-complacence ? Muft 
the fe'artb tremble ? ^ Mud 't1»e fe a overflow its 
banks? Muft heaven "arm itfelfwith thunder 
ijnd lightning ? Muft all nature be (ha ken * 
^No ; one caprice is fbfficient*- "An appearaftc^, 
iihder which ari objcA prefents itftlf to us, oV 
tather, a colour, tbat our imagination- l^nds it, 
ban\fheth felf-tOmplsfteBce, and, lo 1 the man 
juft now agitated* with fo much joy, isfixcd in a 
bfack, a deep dcfpairi . 

On what is your lofty idea of youffelf found- 
ed ? On your health ? But what is n^ctlTary 
to*deprive yoa of your health ? Earthquake's ? 
Armies ? Inundations? Mud nature return td 
its chaotic date ? No ; one grain of fund is fuf- 
Jcient i That grain of fan d, which in another 
pofition was next to nothing to you, and was rc- 

H ' ally 
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aliyjiotbing to. your felicity, bccomeft in its pr^ 
nvit poGtipn .a punifliment, a. martyrdom, a ht\W 

People fometijpes (peculate the nature of thofe 

tormettts, which divijjc juftice j-eferves for the 

,wicke'd. They arc lefs concerned to avoid thp 

^ pains of. helj, th>n,to d^ifcov^r wherein they con- 

iiR. They afk, what fuel can fupply a, fire,\that 

.will nercr be extinguifhed. 'Vain refearchesj 

The principle in my text is fufEcient to give mjs 

frightful ideas of hcjl. We ^rc in a ftate of cn- 

^tire dependence on the Supren^e 3eing j^and Xg^ 

repeat it again, one Jingle g^i.in of fand, wbic|i 

is nothing jjn it.felf, n^y. become in the hands qf 

the Supreme Being, a punifbment, a martyrdoni* 

a bell in regard to us* What dependence 1 

Whether we live, or whether we die, we are tbj: 

,Lord*s» This is the primitive condition of ^ 

cbriftjan. 

II; Our text.points out X^itrengagements ot^ 
^^hridiai). pLet -us ^bridge our r^iiedlions. Jle- 
jnarki the ftate in which Jefus Chr'ifl found us^ 
.^hat be performed to deliver us from it ; aU^ 
under what conditions we enter on and. enpy this 
^deliverance. 

1. In what st0e did Jefus Chrift find u^ 

.•when he CJ»me into our world ? J am forry to 

iay, the a€e£ted delicacy of the world,, which 

increafeth as its irregularit)es multiply, obligetjk 

^ ^e to fupprefs p^rt of a metaphorical defcriptioiii 

that the holy Spirit hath given us, in the fixteenth 

^chapter of EzckieJ* *SThy father was an Amor- 

Jte, and thy mother an Hittitc," faith b* to the 

V churth* " When thou wall born, no eye pitied 

thee, to do any thing unto thee ; but thou waft 

^caft out in the open air, ,to the loathing. of thy 

^rfon, in the day that thou waft born. Ipaded 

.by thee, and faw thee polluted in tlune own 

blood, and I faid unto thee, when thou waft in 

.thy blood. Live. I fpread my flcirt over thee, 

,and covered thy nakedinefs 4 yea, I fwear unto 

thccj 
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X^te'y and entered into a covenant with 'thee, and 
t^ou btecameil n)ine," ver* 3/ Sec* 

Let us leave the metaphor, and let us confine 
oiir attention to the meaning. Whien Jcfus 
Cfirift came itito the* world, in what (late did he 
find us?' Descended from^a long train of ancef- 
tdrs in rebellion ag^inft the Idws of'God', flu£ka« 
ating in our' ideas, ignorant of our origin and 
erid, blinded by our prejudices, infattrated by our 
paflions, having no bofcy and being without God 
in the world, £ph. ii. 12^ condemned to die, and 
rcTerved for eternal flames. From this fVatc Je-'^ 
&8 Chrift delivered u?, and brought ~B8 into the 
gtorious liberty of tbt sdnsvfOod^ Rom.-viii. 2 IV 
iti order X6 enable us to participate the felicity of 
tHe blefied God, by* making U£ parraktrs-^bf the 
dMne nature^ 2 Pet. i..4* By a deliverance fo 
gforious, doth not the deliverer obtain peculiar 
rights over usf ?' 

Remark,' fort her,' ort what eonditions Jcftis 
6hri(l hktb ffeed'you from your mil'eries^ and yoti 
will perceive, thkt jr are not your ow». What 
fiieans the morality that Jlcfus Chri(V en}pined m 
kfs.gofpel ? What vow4 were made f6r each of 
ydu at, your biaptifm ? Wbat haft thou prbmifed 
atf the Lord's table ? In one word, to what au« 
tkority^didft'thou fobmit by embracing the g<jr£:. 
pel ? Didft^ thou fty to Jiefas Ghrift,' Lord IT 
will be partly thine, and partly mine own ? To 
thee I will fubmit the opinrons of my mind ;^ but 
the irregular difpofitions of my heart I will' re« 
fcrve to royftlf. I will confent to renounce my 
vengeance ; bot thou fhalt allow me to retaia 
my Dalilah and my Drudlla* For thee I will qdit 
thtt world ' and diffipating pleafiires ; but thotr* 
(halt indulge the vilionary and capricious ffow oP 
my humour. Ofi a chriftian fedival I will rife 
fnto trfnfports of devotion ; my countenance 
fhall emit rays of a divine fi^ame ; my eyes (hall 
fparkle with ferapbic fijre^ m^^ heart and my Jesb 

shall 
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shall try out Jof f he. living Ood% PJaU 1xxxiv..S4 
but when I return to the worJdc. I will fink inter, 
the fpirit o£ the. men of it ; I will a4opt tlieir- 
niaxims,. fliare their pleafuren, imjnerfc, myfclf i» 
thcr convcrfatjoD ; and thus, 1 wiH. be alternately^ 
cold, and ,ffot^ Rcy^iii# 15.. a fbriftian.rand.a ben-, 
then, SHI anjir^l and a devi). xn tbU yonr^idefi of. 
chriftianityZ Undoubted Ly.ii is. that, wbicb ma^. 
ny of our beaters bayc for*npd .; and wb»,ch they,.^ 
take too , much pains- to ppove^ by tbe wbol^^ 
courfe of their copvierfatioo. Bat this is QOt.tb^, 
idea which the infpired writers, hay.e giv^^U us of., 
cbuiltiaaity ,; it .is no,^., that,, wbij^bji , alter their i 
exanipljc^ we. have ^^ivenyoiL.. Hipa on\f I ac»^^ 
kflowled^^t foe a.triie. cbrl|\iaa4. who is^ n^; hfs.^ 
0^o, .ac.leai^, who, contiavally endtayovrs ta . 
er^kEj^tfiL,tl\^,reinaip8 of, (in, tliat>reRfk,tl^c..cnv . 
pire «f lelj^ .Ghrift*, Hipi alpfije JL ?i(jJfqowle4g«'.. 
for a true chriftian, who can fay wit)i St« Faul^.^ 
Jilthoijgb not ii\,tbe.fanve ^^Jgrcetvy^t with cq^*i 
fipccrity, L4>m*crufifi,e4.,wijUf'^Chrut.i rKp^rifier, . 
less J liv& i Jftnoi fj^ ii^t^CkriSf livefff Jf^ mt ;> 
and tb.c Jiffy. VibJcf^ I\fia'^ lis^iiiib^J^sbf- IJip^^f. 
bj^.tbc-faitb-pf'tlit, Son,df,G.Q<it, w^o love^^m^^ 
4if{d^gs^c bknksclf; for me^ feal. ii. %0,^ 

Confide,, thirdly.1^ wbat .it coft Jcfiis Chrif| Xv 
dejiver you. from; your wrctcbcd; Qate*- Gouj^, 
our freedom have been prpc«rcd.,by a few cmo-^, 
tioii9 o€ bcneyolcnce, or by. an a(i o( fqprpisfft.^ ' 
power I' la order tojdeliver.us ixom^oxj^x griefs^ 
it was ncccffary for hkn ta.^r tbeipj- to tei>- 
tninate our sarrovfSy be mnljc carry theai^ (ac;€Oj|^*. 
ing to the language of >a prophet) te^ deliver. U9 
f rqra . the firofees of; divine- jufticct h<i .rouft. b^-^ 
siricfyn and^smitPsnf.ofCtod\ Ifin ]iii«.4« I. am 
■ ware, that one of .tbc^mofldcpiorftble ii.,fipn)itics. 
of.tbe human mind, is. tobecomc^infcpribje to 
the rooft afTcdling objects by becominaf t'aujiliar 
with thftvt The, glorifitd fftints, we know,, by 
cootempUtipg. tbe fui^ringji oi-^M ^fviour o£ 
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the world, behold obje(S\s, that^extitt eternal 
adoratidns of the mercy of himy who h^td tbcntf 
and washed them /ram their sins in bis own- 
hlood^ and made them kings^ land priests unto God 
i is Fat her J Rev. t. 5., 6. burin our prefent (late, 
thi) propoilng of thefe obJeAt to us in a courfe- 
of Ttrmons is fofficient to weary as. However, 
I<affirm, that, if we have not been affediechwith 
"what Chrift hath done for oav falvation, it hath 
hot been owing to our- thinking too much, but to - 
otir not thinking enough, and perhaps to our 
never having thought of the fubjc<ft once, with 
fiich a profound' attention as its tnterelUog na* -. 
ttire demand?. 

Bow thyfelf tdwards the myftital ark, chrif— 
tian land 6* thine eyes on the merey-feat*^- Re- 

• vtAve in thy meditation the afloni^ing, I had al« 
tnoA faid,' the incredible hiftory of thy Saviour's 
love. Gb to Bliihlehem, and behold him, who 
vpholdetb^'all things by the word of:bis po%very (I 
ufe the language of an apoftle) him, who thought 
it mo ufurpption of ^e rights of the Deity to be 
equal with God r^^LioXA him humbling himself ^ ^ 
(1 ufe here the w^fds of Sft. Paul, fieb, i. 3.^ 
Phi/, ii. 6i his words are^more empbatical ftill.),^ 
Bfthold him annihilated*^ J - for, arthough the 
child, who wa» born in a (lable, and laid in a« 
monger, was a real beingy yet he^mayleem *o be 
annihilated in regard to the degrading circum--^ 
AanCfs, which veiled and concealed his natural 
di'ghity ; behold him unnibilated^ by taking upoft - 

• hhn the form of a sev'oant'i Follow hivn through 
the whole courfe of his life ; be <{^^nt about doing 
gdodi A(Xs 3t. 3d. and cxpofed himfelf tn every 
pfece to inconvenience* and miferies, through 
the abundance of *his benevolence and love# Pafs 
t(r Geihre'manflf-; behold his agony ; fee him as 

H 3 the . 

• Videtur hJc ftlludrite ad T>an. ijc. i6. Ubi dJck^t 
Me/fias exinaniendus, ut ei nihil fupernt. f,e*iqvi<» tti 
flii&Uum iit redigendim FvllSjinop^, in loc. 
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the Redremer of mankind, coj^tcjidiiig' with the 
Judge* of the whole eaitb ; in an agpivy^ in which^ 
Jcfusrciiftcd with only praje-rs-and svfipiUatioHSf 
strong crying and tears^ Hcb, v. 7. aa agcny 
prfparatory lo an c¥€tu ftill more terni)Ic, the 
bare klea of whiel^tcrri^^Ki and. troubled hiniy 
Riade ttsrstlmatLai it were^great drops of Hood 
falling to xht'gromd^ Luk«; xxVi. 44^ andpro-.- 
do«ed -this prayer fg frtiiifyl iu controvcrGcs Jii; 
the ithools) and fo peaeitrating and' ai{):6iLng ; 
ik^'ffoitfiit mmotivea to ot^dimcCf devotion, and 
gratitude, in truly chriftKin hearts, Q my Father^ 
if it be possible J let this cup pass from me i nevy 
trtkelcsSy hat as I.vriilybut. as. thou wilt^ Matt*. 
x»vi, 44. Go furiher y€t, chrlflian ! ai^d/aftcr* 
thou haft fecn all die fu&rings^ whi4:'h Jefui^. 
Chrift endored in g^ing from the. garden to tho 
crofs) afcend tlnlvary with him ; Aop on the fum*- 
BvU of the hill, and- on that theatre bphold the 
xnoft aftooifhing of all the works of Almighty^ 
God. Sec this Jefns,- the brightness oj the, Fa* 
tbcr*s glory ^ and the express image of.hispersony, 
rieb. i. 3. fee him dripped, f^Uened to an ac- 
•xurfed tree^ confounded with two thieves, nailed* 
to the wood, furroonded with executioners and . 
tormentors, having loS:, during this dreadful pe« 
riod, that light of the com for ti»ble pre fence of his. 
Father, which conftituted all hi* joy, and beings 
driven to exclain). My God I my God I %oby hast 
tbou forsaken me P Matt, xxvii. 40. But be-« 
hold him, amtdO all ihefe painful fufferings,. 
fii'mly fupporting- his patience by his love, rclb- 
liitely enduring all thefe punilhmcnts, from thofc . 
motives of benevolence, which firft engaged him- 
to fubmit to thero, ever occupied with the prof- 
p^£t of faving thofe poor mortals, Tor. whofe fake 
he defcended into this world, fixing his eyes orv 
that world of "believers, which his cr^fs would 
fubduc to his government, according to his own 
faying, J, if I be lifted up from eartb^ %9illdraH» 

all 
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tSi men uni<^ me^ JohrrxiuBH* Oiii we Mp* 
feeling the force of that moUvey which tbefcrip.' 
turc propofeth in fo many pkcesj aad To vtiy 
emphatically in thefe w6rdf,- Tik' lovt ef' CktisH 
const raineth us^ 2.GorrV. 14. that isto iay^ eni.- 
gageth and attacheth us clof^^ to hkm-i Tie love'- 
qf'Cbrist constminetk us^ bHause^»e thut judgtin. 
that if one died for all^ then were alhdeadi afi£d''» 
thai he died for ally that they^ which, li^e^ sl^oulS^ 
not 'henceforth li've unto tbemseheSi buttint^ bimi 
vfbj'ch died for tbenif and' rose a^ain%, Yia,- 7%«^ 
love of Cbrist forceth uS) if hen we- thinkswirat 'he 
bath done for us. 

IIL My third^'ftrticl^i wkich^fliWold treat; of^- 
tbjt: />2c/m<}uW of a chnftian, is n at orally contain- 
ed in the fecond, that is,. in that which- treats «l« 
bis engagements. Ta devote oorfeWes'toa maf*»-- 
terj who hath carried his love to us fo far ; to^ 
devote oorfelves to him by f (fear and fierce-; to* 
fubmic to his laws, becaufe he hath the power of ^ 
p/|ecipitating thpfe into hell, who have the auda*- 
C4ty;to br«^al: them ; to obey htm on this pri new 
.pie onlyt thi« is a difpofitioh of «nirnd as oetefta** 
bl(^ as dir&bedjence itfelf, as hateful as open re^ 
beUiDir.. The fame argwneius, which prove that 
a chriftian is not bis own by 'engagement, pK)ve 
that he is not W^otuit by inclination* When^ 
therefore, we (hall h^ive proved that this ftate is- 
hi's ^uri{)r.air%. we (hall bave fihiihed the plan 
of this dilcourfe^. ' ' 

-^ IV. Can it be difficult to pcrfdade youon^ 
this article I Stretch your imagihatrons* Ftnd^ 
if you can, any ciroumftance in life', in which. ir; 
would be hagpfer to rt].eA chriClianity than io>' 
fubmit to ^. 

Amidft all the difordcrs and confodons, anA*^ 
(fo to fpeak) a raid ft the univerfal chaos of the- 
prcfent wqrid, it is delightful to belong to the- 
Grovernor, who firft formed tlie world, and who ^ 
hiUi afTured U3, that he will dr^hytke fame 

powtM5 
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pfDWer in renet»ing.it, which he difplayed to ere-- 
ating iu 

*In the calamitfcs oi life^ it is delightful to- 
belong to- the Mafter, - >¥ho diftr»butt?s them ;-• 
y/ho diftributes them only for our good ; who ' 
knows affli^ions by experience ;iwhofe love in-- 
clipes hiin (o te-rminate our- fufiVrttigs ; .apd who 
continues .thein fwna thefaHie principle of love|.y 
that incl'vnes him to* terminate thcni, W'hen we, 
Ihall have derived thofe advantages from thero^ > 
for w htch . t hey • were fcnt.- 

During: the perfe.cuti^ns of the chtirch, it is ■ 
delightful to belong to a Guardian,; who can curb 
©tor per£eciKors,;-and controol every tyrant ; wha- 
vfeth them for the execution of his own counfels ;~ 
and who will break them in pieees with- a rod of * 
irjon, ^,hen they can no longer contribute toth©-^^ 
fan^lifying. 'of his fervants.- 
Under a fenfc pf our- infirmities ; when wc are-' 
terrified with the purity of that morality^ th«- 
tquity; of which ^we ar^ obliged to own, even - 
while we trcmWe.at its fevejcity:; Jt.is delightful' 
to belong to a Judge, who doth' not exadl his 
rights with the utmol\ rigour; viho knowetb our 
framiy PfaU ciii* 14. who pitieth our infirmities ; 
and who aiTureth us, .that be will not break a 
bruised • reedy nor quench^ tbe . smoking JlaTi^^ . 
Matt. xii. 30r~ 

When .our paffion»i are fntoxicateJ,' in thofe 
fttal moments, in which the dcfire of poffcflingj:^ 
the objf^s of' our .pafi](on» wholly occupies our 
hearts, and we conGder them^as otir parradire,*our- 

fods ; it' is-delightfulyvhbwever incapable we may^ 
c of attending to it,.. to belongno a Lord who 
rcH rains and controuls us, becaufe he loves us ^ 
aad who refufeth to grant us what we lb eagerly 
delire, becaufe he would either preclude thofe 
terrible regrets, , which penitents feel after the 
cpmmifllon of great fins, or thofe* more terrible 
torments, that are infcpacable.fcom Ho at irnpeni*. 
uncf." Uiidet 
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"^fii^ 9, recoUe^ioo of our rebcnipijs* :t is de-; 
lightful to belong to a Pareiit, who w'llJ receive* 
Bs. favqural?ly wbe»> we implore his clemency j 
who fweeteos the bitterncfs of our rcmorfc : wha 
«_touched with our regrets ; who wipes away 
ttie tearS) thart the. rcnmrabranee of ourbackflid-.. 
ings makcis us (hed ;. who spareth us, as a^'maff^ 
spareth bis own sorij tjtat serve$h bijni^ MaI», 
iii. 17. 

In that empty void^ into whl^h ,wc are oftci>. 
rone} odledf while w^ fe^m to enjoy the moft folid, 
ctiabliOim^ot^, the moft exquifite plea fores, and;' 
the mplji.briUiant lion ours, it is deligbtful to be-* 
long. to a Patron^ who refcrves for us obycfts fa^f 
better fuited to pur original excellence, and to 
the immeniity of our deflres. To live, to ^esu^^ 
CJbrisl: then, liiht felicity of a chriftian* 

But, if it be a ifeUcity ,to belong to Jefvs €hi;ift^ 
irljiic We livfif it ii. a felicity incooipar^bly grp^t*, 
«r tq beioog to him wbep we (/k,.. W<5,w.i|]f eqniy 
ci,u.^e,.t^8. mc4itatipn,.wuh this article ; and it ^ 
an article}, thiii I would endes^vour above, all pth-i 




geqcrally roak'^ the Icaft imprejEpos on the mlndr, 
oF cbriflians. I know a ijreat many chriftcanS| 
vn^o place, their happincfs \w living to Jesusy 
Christ ; but how few. have love., enough ft^r him, 
tq efteem it a felicity to di^ to hin\i Npt onl.y^ 
is, the number of thofe fm^U, whp experience.; 
ftich a degree of lov^ to Ghr^ft ; there, arc very f^ 
few, who cyeu cbmpreljend^what we meai? on this^ 
furbje£t. Some eferts.of divine, tov^e. rcAejjp,b.lC;, 
Tqry accurate ana. fc:fiped^ rPaLfoaings* They!^ 
QUght naturjally to b^ the mpftrint;e^igible;,to iur^ 
telligent creatures, aod they are ge;nera,ljy th^^- 
\tfSi undcrftQo^, . F^w people a?e capable .of th^t 
attentipn, which, tak;es the mind/rpopL every thi;ig^,^ 

%P«3. %«b ^«.^W5^J?. CQ^^p^fil^tion, au4 

^ ' fijtcth 
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fixeth it not only on the fubjedl^ but alfo on tKat- 
part, on that point of it, if I may be allowed to' 
fpeitk fo, which is to be invefligatcd and explain- 
eid ; fo that, by a frailty >\hich mankind cannot 
fwfiiciently deplore, predfron confiifcth our ideas, 
and light itfelf makes a fubje£l d«ik. In like 
inanner, there are fome eflbrts cf divine love, fo 
diet ached frort fen ft, fo' free fj-ort all fenfible ob- - 
je£\s, fo fuperior to even aII the means, that re- 
ligion ufeth to ^ttraft us to God, fo eagerly af- 
p^ring after an onion more clofe, more noble, and* 
more tender,- that the great^ft part of chriftiand> 
as I faid before, arc not orly incapable of expe- 
riencing thero^ but they are alfo hard to be pcr- 
fuadcd that there is any reality in what they 
bavc been told abbut them. . 

So be Jesus Christ^ s in the hour of deatlh by^ 
ccnditioti^hY engagement {zviA abdve all hyu'nclt* 
natioUf is the only means of dyin|f with delight* 
Withoot thefe, whatever makes our.felicrty while ' 
yfit live, will become our punilhincnt when we 
die ; whether itbc a criminal bbjeft, oi* an inno» 
cent objcft, or' even ^u dbje€i "which God him tel£ ; 
ct)roroandeth*u& to love. ^ 

* Criminal^ obi^&s will 'pun iOi you. They will' 
teprefent death' to you as the mclTrhger of an ♦ 
avenging Godj^whb comes to drag you before a 
tribunal, where the Judge will examine and pon« 
ifli all your crimes. Lawful obj^ds will diftrefs 
you... Pltafant fields 1 'convenient houfes I we 
mufl fdrfake yon.' Naturalrelati'ons ! agreeabld 
companions I .faithful ftieirds ! we mufV give you ' 
up. From yo% our- dear chitdrcn \ who kindle 
in our hearts a- kind of love, tbat agitated and 
inflames beingsr, wben nature feems to render 
tftem incapable of heat and motron, we mud be 
torn fHom youi 

Religious obje£ks, which we afe commanded 
^fcbvc all others to love, will contribute to out 
aiigttitk in a dyini; bed, if they have coDftncd^oor 

l4Jve», 
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*1ove, and rendered us too fenQble to that kinid 
^of happinefs which piety procures in'this world;^ 
.and if they ha^^e prevented our fouls from rifioif 
Jnto a conjternplation of that bleiTed (late, in 
.'Which there will be jiomore temple, no m9re fa- 
,cramcyits, no ,raore grofs and fenfible worChip, 
,The man, who is too much attached to thefe 
.thjngs, is confounded at the hour of d^ath* The 
land of love, to .which he goes, is an unknow>|i 
..country to him^ and as the, borders ef it, oa ' 
^whicb he jfland^, a»\i on .w.hich iilone bis eyes are 
'iixed, prefent only precipices tJD his ^ view, f^ar 
;5ind trciubling furirpund, his every ftep. 

But a -Believer) >whO' loves -Jefus Chrift wit{i 

• that kind of love, wjbich made St. Paul e2:clain}« 

^he lo^e_ of.Gbrist constrainetb ti^yji Cor, v, 1-^. 

Cfinds hiinfelf on.the fummit of his ^wUhes at the 

.approach of deat.b« jThisbeiiever,, living in thU 

wWorld, refe^pbles the fon of a great. king, whom 

.Jome f^d eyent tare from his royal parent in hit , 

cradle; wjo. knows his parent ..only by the fame 

, oT his virtues,; who. has alw^iys. a difficult, and 

.,9ften an intercepted.. correfpondence with his pA- 

rent J whofe remhtances, ard favours from \iis 

parent, are always diminiOied by the hai^ds 

through which tliey come to him* With what 

tranfport would fuch a fon meet the moment ap« 

.pointed by -his father for his. return to bis natural 

ftatc! 

,1 belong to God, (thefe are the Tentiments of 
the believer, of whom I am fpeaking) I belong 
to God, not only by bis fovereign dominion over 
me as a creaturej not only by that right, which 
as a mader, who hath redeemed his Have, he hath 
acquired over me; but I belong to God, becaufe 
1 love him, and becaufe, I know, God alone de<^ 
Terves my higheft elleem. The deep impreiHonsy 
that his adorable per'fe^ionsjhave made on my 
mind, make 'me impatient with every object 
ivbich intercepts my fight of bim« I could not 
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-l)c content^ to abide ' any' todgw in ' tMs" ^bflily 

Wiere he" not to ordain my ftay ; and ''Were I not 

1o conHder bis wiH as the only law of my Cb'n* 

du6t« But tbe law, that commaods me tt) Hve^ 

^oth nqt forbid me to cleiire to die* vl'corifider 

r death as the period- fixed for tbe gratifying df my 

tooft ardent wi^es, the confuminatibn of hiy 

<liighc(l joy. **»VVhilft*I am at ho'me ln» the 

body, I am'abfcnt from the Lord," 2 Cor. v. 15. 

But it wotilu be incomparably itidre deltghtfaVfo 

,J>e absent from tbe bodjj and to be present ioifh 

tbe Lordy ver. 8. And what can detain* ifie' on 

- earthy when .God fhall condefcend to call hie 16 

- Vimfelf ? 

.; Not ye crttrinal ol)]e£^s ! you I* never Ibved^ 
and although I have romeiimes fuffered myfetf 
to be fcdiiccd by your deceitful appearances of 

^^leafure, yet I have been fo feverely puniftifd^y 
the tears that you have caufcd me to flied, and 
hy the remdrfc which, you have o fee all c^hed iriy 
conTcience to feel, that ^here id no rea'fon to fear 

♦feiy pbttjhg you into the plan of niy ftlicity. 
Nor HiaU ye detain me, 7fl(w/f/^6bjedts ! How 

''flrong foeVer the attachments, that unite We' t« 
^ou,* may be, you are onfy Tlr'eams of happiriefs, 
^nd I'ani' going to the fountain of 'felicity. You 
are only eman«\'tions of bappinefsi and I aro'gdinij 

•- to 'tbe happy God, 
. Neither Ihall ye, religious objcdls ! detain ine-i 
Yoiiare only ir/eans, and d'sath ?s goir.g to-coii- 
dud^ me tb the end ; you are only'ths foadl to die 
U to arrive aVhome. True. I nralT'iio moF^it'ead 

^hpie. excellent works, in which aCitIior« of fhc 
brightefl genius have "raited tlw ^rbth ' frpin 
ocpths of'darkhef^ aijic!'prcjudict', in which it had 
been buried', and plVced k in the mod lively point 
6f view, I fhall hear no more of tholi fermons, 
in which "the preaclier, animated' by the' holy 
rpirit of Gpd, attempts' to elevate roe above the 
prcfcnt world. 'Bbt I rfvall beat and contero'pfacc 

eternal 
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weternal wlfdofD, 'and I -fliall difcoYcr rn iny pom- 

sierce vrith it the views^ the defigns, the plans of 

■my Creator; and I fiiall acquire more wlfiiom ia 

*cme tnoment by this meany than I fiiould ever 6b* 

tain by hearing the befl compofed feHbons, and 

by reading the* beft wHtten l)06ks« True, I fhali 

tio more devote myfclf to you, clofet exercifes '! 

holy meditations-! afpirings of a foul in fearch 

-of its God- 1 crying, Lord^ I hescecb tbee shexo 

^me thy glory ! £xod. xxKiii* 16« Lord; diifipate 

the dark thick cloud that conceals thee from my 

"fight^l fuffer tne to approach that lights which 

bath tiitherto been inacce^bJe to me ! But death 

is the diffipation of clouds and darknefs ; it is an 

-approach to perfe^l light ; it takes me from my 

clofeti and pr^Cents me like a ferapb at the foot 

of the throne of -God and the Lamb. 

True, I ihall no more partake of you, ye hoir 

i>rdinances of religion 1 ye facred ceremonies 4 

that have conveyed fo many confol at ions into my 

-foul ; that /have fo amply aifiorded folidity and 

ielace to:theties, which united my heart to my 

I'God ; that have fo often procured me a heaven 

on earth.; but'l quit you becaufe I am goirg to 

j'ecetve immediate effufions of divine love, pleaf- 

ures at' God's right hand for twtrmore^ fullness of 

Joy in bis presence^ ^Pfal. xvi. 11. I quit yon 

becaufe .i •••••••••• 

Alas4', your hearts perhaps have efeaped me^ 
aiy brethren ! perhaps thefe emotions, fuperior 
to your piety, are no longer the fubjedl of your 
attention* I have, howeveri no other dire^lon 
to give you, than that which may {land for an 
abridgement of* this difcourfts^ of all my other 
preaching;, and of my whole miniflry ; Love 6od ^ 
be the Lord's by inclination^ as you are his by 
condition^ and by engagement. Then, the mife* 
rtes of this life will be tolerable, and the approach 
^of death deHgbtfu'I* God grant bis bififing on 
the word4 Tohiinbe honour and glory for ever* 
Amen. • I 
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SERMON IV. 



?5?i J^Si^4LlTr OF MANKIND. 

• Frovkubs xxii* !• 

'fh't rkh and poor nieet togetfur : the Lord it 
' tbt talker of thsm alU 

Among the various dirpicnfations of 
providence, which reigfard tnaDlriudy one of th« 
irioil advatitageous in the original def^gn of the 
Creato;*, apd at the ftme time one of the moft 
fatal throagfa oui' abufb of it, is the dtverfity of 
eur conditionsV How' could men hare formed 
one foetal body^ if aU tioi^ittonft^had been e«|oal X 
Had all poiTeffed the fame rank, the fame opui 
l^oce, the fitto 'power, 'how could they have re* 
lieved eno another f/am the inconvet^iences, 
which would have continually attended^ «»ch of 
tbem : V'ariety of condUiant fenders men nccci« 
Deiry to each others The governor is necei^iry 
-to the people, the people are neceH^ary to the gov* 
ernor ; wife ftatefmen are neceffary to » powerful 
fdldiety, a powerful fddiery is neceffary to wife 
ftatefmen. A fenfe of this neceffity is the ftrong» 
eft bond of union, and this it is, which inclines 
one to. af&ft another, in hopes of reoeivrng affifto 
ance in'bis turnt 

But if thii dtverfity be connefted with the 
blghefl utility to maukmd in, the original de&gn 
of the Creator, it is become, we mud allow> pro- 
dudive of -futal evils throug^h out abnfe of it* 
On the one hand,' they, .whofe condition is the 
iDod brilliant, are dazzled with their own bright- 
iiefs ; they (ludy the articles, which elevate them 
above their fellow creatures,., and they choofe to 
hie ignorant of every thing, that puts tbemfelvea 
ooga Lsyclwitfa them ;> they perfuade^themfelves) 

that 



ttrrtttliey *'i'^.^|'^S3^ *95*^?1P'^J?^.^» far wore ittSHf 
tie- and excclient than thofe vile mortals^ ow 
ivhoiB tbef prou^^y ^cad) an^ on whom'' the3r 
fcancely dpatt ta Ciill a ba^hty eye* H6nc« 
proWkmg arrogance^' cruel -r^f^rtc,' aed dene*: 
tyranny and defpotiffn* On the other* handj^ 
ihe)i^.wbo are-pl^ce^ in inferior (lationsy p^oftratc 

Xht^ Knagtnatioi]t^ ^fl^f? ^^^P^ ^*°i>% T^®? 
they treas rather at godf '^^an men.; theni tbejr 
con{\it9te arbiters' of right and wrong, true and 
felfe i tbrey fo^et, f,^filc they r^fyfiA ^l»e »'ank. 
frhiob the SujxF^e Goi^ijjfo^r qf ^t^e world }f^x\l 
l^yen to thetr fupertprs,^ \6 gij^u^ttain a fi^^fe of* 
iheir of^n ^igwy* Hence cow^ foft campiiain<^» 

,ts, h^ic £^hjmBiLoi\\ o£ rea(Q» 9pd c<>D4Vienc^^ 
uaYcr};. the mod wiiling aq^a.He^, to the hijgli 
Jemand^^jj thcfc pha^t^mt of grMjdciy:, thefs 

, imaginary gpd«* 

To redify tfccfe different Wf ^s, tO huobl^ \hft 

•nc cUfs, and to ^j^alt, tb^ oth^r* il U i^cc^Sferjt 
to Qiew men in ^htif trwpfiint of vic,)sr ; tq eprir, 
vince tbftn that divc^rfity of conditio?, :Whi<;i| 
God hath been pleafed t6eftabli(h among th^coi 
1% perfectly confiftent. with equality ; that th^ 
fpt<t;di4 condition of. the firft,' inctqdjea. nothing 
tliat f^vogri their ideas, of fclfrprefarencc ; an4 
that ttiere ia nothing ib the low coaclition of thil 
laH^ which deprlrrs the in of their re^l dignity^. 
Qr d|ehaiii^< their inielKgedcea formed id' the imago 
of God, I defign to difcofs tbia fubjcft to-day* 
Jbjf Bjco^ ijrjjo COmpofe thia audielnce, and amwig 
mborn. providence U*i^ nx^. nfiffmllj dividpA 
♦\,V'^.'^'ffin«rs of this life; prine^.«* t^rbo cofHinanU^ 

»^(i ^0 whom Oou^ . « jc 

td command fubjefts ; fu1>jcft?; * Ho obey, ^n.J 
•n \v1ibn^(jQd bath impofed^ obcdieftce als a'tfuiy >* 
th^ rich, who give alrtis, a^d the poor wlio re*" 
ceiye^ th^ ; all; a!!' ray hearers, ram-goiiig to; 
redbc€.tp tlieir natural equajity, . ai:d' to con Wcr 
this ecyjaUiyj al?_ a . fpujrcc* of piety. Thi? i^ thd 

neaoiDg. 
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tBcaniflg of the wife man in the words^ of the 
ttxt, "The rich and the poor meet together* 
th^e Lord is the maker of them ail." 

Let us enter into the matter. We-^fbppofe* 
two trutfasy and do not attempt to prove them* ' 
Firfl, that) although the wife man mentions beror' 
only two different (latcs,^ yet he includes alt. 
Tender the general notion of'r/Vir and poorj we 
think, he compreheitds every thing, that makes- 
any feniible difference iir the conditions of man*^' 
kind. Accordingly^ it is an inconte(lib|e tnicb|-' 
that what be fays of^ the f7Vi& a>ifi^ /)<n7r may be * 
faid of the nobleman and plebeiHn, of the mafter * 
and the fcrvant. It may )a^ i^id, the mader and^ 
the fervant, the nobleman and the plebeian, meet * 
t&getber ;' tb^ Lord' is tht maktr'of; them allz^ 
and fo of the reft. 

It is not unlik'ery^ BoweYer, that Solomon^, 
when he fppke of tht: rich and ppcTy had a par- 
ticular defign in cbooHng this kind of'diveriity 
of condition to 'illnClrate his meaning iiF prefer* - 
ence to every other. - Although 1 can hardly^ 
conceive,^ that there ever' was^ a prriod of timCf 
ip which; the love of riches did falcinate the eyef 
of mankind,' as it d6e& in this age ; yet it is very 
credjbhe, that in- Solomon's time, as in ours, rich— 
eB madd the- gtiand- dil^rence among men., 
Stridlly fpeaking, \here are now only^ two 'condi- 
tions of mankind,' thai of the rich an J' thtit of* 
the poor;. lUches decide ail, yea thofe qualitiesj 
lyhich feem to baVe no concern with them,' I' 
snean, mental' qualifications. Ffnd' but the aj*t' 
of a ma fling money, and you will thereby find* 
that of uniting in your own perfon all the advan- 
tages of which mankind have cntertaVued the 
Eighell* ideas* liow mean fbevcryour birth-may 
Bave been^ yo?i will ppffefs the arrof conteaUng 
it, and youmay fbrm an allranee with the moll 
iMuftrious families ; how fmall foever your knowl- 
iAgp any: b&fypu miy pafs for a-fuperior genius,i 

1 %: ^gMc 



points the tnoft abff i ufc ; and, what is ftUl m'or'e 




doe to nothing but honour and virtue. 

.. The. fccond truth wV.cH wc {iippof*, is, that' 
tbis.proppfition, r/'tf Lordis'iheimker^/tBem^ 
mifi i*-ODC oCtho^ coritfin?, I ' h ad ^ aim of!:' faidT-V 
one of thofe dcfc^lve propoG.tions, which a judi-' • 
cious auditor oughjt ^o fill' up, in order to give it' 
i;prpper njcaning. ThcXlyle is vtry"<:oinmoB in^ 
Opr fcriptuf?cs ;: it is peculiarly proper in feptenV:. 
tious works, futh as thisi out iof which we ha\^<^';, 
taken the text. The dcfignot Solomon is toC- 
teaic:h*DS, that wh?.tever divcriities of condltioni* 
there piay:.be in fociety> the men,' vfho compdfe^' 
it;, ai-c essentially equal. Tke rcafon that h^ af-" 
l^gns, xtfjb^ Lord is the maler^of thsm oil. If' 
ibis idea be not added, the prcppliiiob provei^' 
Bothing at all* , Jt docs hoi folio w^- becaofe the 
j^o^e God is the ereator of two beings, that ther^ 
is.aoy refemblancc between ttwtn, rou'tb lefs xtii^t' 
^ey arc equal. Is not ©od the creator of pur<!^ 
«oen»bc»died intelligences, "who Have faculties fu^ 
periorto thofe of jnankindr Is not God the a«V ~ 
ttjor of their exifteoce as "well as of ours i Be*^' 
caufe G(7d is tie ereator efoglh^ docs it follot^ 
l|iat both are eqoat ? God is no lefs'tbe creacov* 
•f thp organs. of an ant, than he is* the ' creator 
of the fublime gcniufts of- a part of mauViiid^' 
Becaufe God hath created an ant and! a fut>lin)ii^ 
g,eniu9, doe9 it follow, that thefe two beings trd 
Cf^uaH The mining of the wprds of SolomdqJ 
depend^ then on what -a prudent' reader fiappties.' 
^^ may judg/er y^hzt ought' to %t fij^ppe^ by t6^' 
Hfttttre of the fubjedl/ arid by 51 'f.?raUcT paflfage 
jHti the book of Job. **_Did ript ^,' that nyaoe 

tit in tbe wombj nufce^my fer?knt !; wil^i^^s 
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wot fafiuon us alike *t*' c^«^;^xit IH^?' 7oith^. 
fiwis of'Ouf'text* thiewfore, *-^ i^9r4 x<r ^//r 
i^aktir pftbtm qii^ we. maft 94<ir tife J^rd f^atl^ 

jMnraQCC) wor wild treflcHeryr^ ciMi tppMne an e^. 
I^fitir to abiife . tkis liberty' of ma^bg up Uie^ 
ftA^fe of a paClage, aind ifrd^ce bftnvtQ c^alud^i. 
that hetnayadd^to a text ^k^teveriMy ^m t(]^ 
bJw thc^moft' proper:'to-fuf)pflfrta favourite Qpinri^ 
itO'y fit tb' cover'' an nil wort bppa&on* ^h^|i^ 

/ w^ arc^-ifi^uin^tive.f^r trutb^U U «a(y to dirpoy^f, 
t%e^p^&ge9' dwhtfly- fcrlpturet . ia ' vIhcH ^I|c ;au««^ 
thors have made ufe of. tbefit cbacife itPjIcrC^j^ 
ii^tencc^- 

*' Of thif tHDd*are a1l'pa£riLge«5; w^kh c^^ci^jb nqi 
iifli^^ tdeaTST) 'or-wbUh'exl«tt id^s\9 foreign ffpjf% 
1^ f<^ope- ofithe writer^ uole&th^ meaning 1^ 
fkipplied* Bbr examt^k, we read theft; wdrdaji| 
t^ eleventh' dMjpter of Si. BauVs, &€OjEid ,epi(l)|^ 

' l^tbt GQl^i^rya[ASy.vcF•4« >^ I£ be» that coniet^i 
|n*ea<;ketH' atoot^er JeCa^^ wJaooi we baye ^ojt 
l^ealch^i ort- if '7^ .rac«i¥e.ati«ther f|>irity w^hj^Ji^ 
/« bav«'Dot receiitdv oir aliio%h«r! gofpcl, 9'te<;h 
-fk hkve noi^ a€€cpt(?dy: ^re'iBught weU .^imt; witi| 
ib^.''"* If we aita«:h' fudi i^as to tliefe word4» 
s% the^ fifem at fiivQr to excite, we QiaU tafcf: th«i« 
itj^a feti&'^lte ^pptidiei' !£•■. t^ meanmg of Stit- 
l^ttK Thit apoijkie'aiiDMLto d)iik4 the Cortutbif 
#iirrtf|>e€t IihI ainiilrff aivd to coAlidei; Jl>ls^ apioii 
t4£(1>ip '^$.todfir^edK>l Qed ii> a 'fnahrier gf. €^ai| 
im^ dit^tlfiVe' its' tbat fof :an7 rauu%r^ i^ijf0>US 
l^elcfe^d'^llo tbeW*- Is tie pro^o&tkiO} tf^t ^«# 
Wave 'readf' aiiyi'tb^iiig ta tbis ipdrpofo^ «nh{< we 
Alp^r^ A^t Wtiot'e^cffedf Biit if iwe fi9|»p||p^ 

»v7^5,arfad4pgof tbe Fi;e^<?l^ bi^Wj diflfers a JUtle 
from onjp tranfliirtioh ;^but' d compahfon of tb^ rwo> 
A^n{rafi6qsVitWt1%^oTlgii<al\ atfd^'\lith^ f)ie-fc% tft 
tlf^ ^Iic«; ^ Witt' gffve- the y^Jene* to 'thfe yfeid^ W^ 
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t»bst U Bnderftofx!^ and add tbefe w^rds, Sunbis^ 
h incredihU^ or anf others eqtiivaleott vei (hall 
perccive the force of bU reafooimg) w^cb k thb ; 
H there hi^th* been ainong you a»f ^ne^ i9fK>£e 
peaching have revriaied a Redeeot^, better, 
adapted to font i¥aiits than he, whom, we •have- 
preadfed to' y6ttiy or if^ybo have received raore- 
^cellent giftd than thofe, which tbe h^ Spirit 
fo abundantly dilPu(ed^ among you i)y Q<ir miotf*; 
ttf^ you might indeed h4ive prefierred him before 
ut ; but it 13 not credible, that you have had^ 
fucii teachera : you^ ought, then :to refpect our^* 
VMni(lry«v ^ .• ,; • 

Wft need * not ' make any mnorc remarka of thia?: 
kiftd ; our text, it i$ eafy to fee, . 0iJ|;hi to fa« 
•laifed wich'them^v that'ara imperfect) and muSL 
l^e fopplied wir4» worda to make up the ftnfe**. 
Tlie rich' dnd'fi>4 pet>r meet i9gt$her, in fqar arti-i^ 
cks of eiqu^lity ; bt^caofd the Lord hath made> 
Uifem iiU U-qvAU in ^^tti^e.oria««i^ftf» equal >ui^ 
fHvilegtSy e^s^Mn^ ef^afntmmt^ e^al in theip. 
^st encUu Xtrft I^ord^^ liat b ' nuid^t theni' rqu al i & • 
tkifturi /cthey hsve tlic-famc>f&ctiUie% afidahe 
|ftm# ift£rniitif a ;rEq«a]:«tn'^/9i^^^ ^.fax both^ 
ate^C9f>al»l& hy'the-exceUiencefdf theif uaturey and 
tflore;fti)i'byith3t of chemreligtMi^to form th^ 
ap^l^ft dei^gna : EquaV m^ designaUen ;. for al* 
tfti»«igh' tbd ricfap differ fro». tbe: poet in; their. c^qm 
dniovr^ yer both^are itkeaded ^e^fanfwcrv the great;- 
perp^fttt «^ Gsd/i»ith ti^egafrdto humftn.nature :. 
Bifiallyy ' tbep are. eqoal '. in - tfateir^- la*t end > 'tbe, 
Ikme fe'ntence of deatll^ is^ paffed oarboth| and 
both alrioe mufV Cubmit te iu^ ^^ The 'rich and 
tjie poai^mocttcgether ^ the I^nd .i% th< mak^D- 
of them all/' . Thus tbe text afforda us " four 
truths wor.thy of our mofl ferious attention. 

The firft article' or eqiiality, rfi whtelfmen^fer 
$xxgetJier^^y^ 911 f^Qfi^Vxxj' oi essenpe Qt ol'tidtyire f 
the liQpi'^^hfth ma4c t(iem all wiih.tbc fa^e/ac- 
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3? fMf^V^^^^^ }^ 

p With t]^e hrfiv^0^cuitUs» Wbat.is raaa h 
^ Ipe cpriCfts of* a body, and of a foul omted to p» 
l»ody* Tb'is dcfiaitioirf or' rather^' if you wilf, * 
t^js^deferiptidDi .agrees to all manlptnd^"' to tbe- 
great aVwelT as to the (mall, to the rich as weiH 
as to the pbbr* * The fiiuT of tivt poor hatb thp- 
AiB^e power as th^t of -^the rich, and to fay down'- 
^nc1|)te8, to infer conteqi^encesi tp diflin^uiik^^ 
"^tu'tVffoni Wfel>o6d, to chdofe good Of evil, oV* 
fVamihe vflaii is moR'advantageous and'aioft gIo«- 
rioqs to Its- Ihc body or the poor; as 'well a»H 
l|'jli of tWfifnf 4?*pUy8 th? yifdoiD of hiiii| vhp" 
|^f|i(jc4 it i jt hath a fymmetryi iji its parts, ai^^ 
fl^fldlbcfs ir> itf motions^r and a proportion to its^. 
fecr^t ||>rings» ' The laws$ that unite the^ body p^< 
tHe pooi: to bi« fool, are the fstra^ as t^ofei wtijchT- 
br^iti thefe two bcingi iii the rich ; ttc^ is thy^ 
ramc' coii6«|?ipnhiet ween the two parts, *th»t coii-^ 
mtnte tHe eflTenpe of the man ^ a fiiiillsir inotipiiu* 
gf thje ^o^y groeficjetb^ ^milaf ttouglrt in thp 
{pind 5; an mUw idea of the P^i^^r ^.f ^S^l^.F^' 
imotpo of tlijs^^'hiesirt, produpeth a fiirn|€ir mbtioi^* 
^^ tii^ bo4y*' Tiiis is ipah. Thcfe arc the 0iW- 
vltie's 6£^nicn, Divcrfity of condition ma tees n<>* 
^Iteration in thefe facula<?«- 

'2/ T6c Lord bath made tbem dfl' -with \\ytf 
gtvijC if^rmitiejr^ They h8lye.tbff^ac^eiBArm«tiesv 
<>^body. -^Tbfi'bcjdy of'the rich*, as wejl s^s thff , 
elf the poor, is a common re eeptacle,' where a* 
djoufand impurities meet ; it is a gjencral r^n- 
^zvouf of pains and ficknelTi^s ; it is a^iropis^q^ 
cjay^ ivhpse Jpund^tion h ia tfvs dusty and^ i>' 
(rushed 69fore- the tnotbi Job iv. 19^ 




q^r^jppfli* The njind of the rich, as we^l 'as tha^;* 
^.t th$ ^Qor, Is prcver^tcd iy its natural igJiof^ngq^ 
^hen if would expi^nd itfelf in CQOtemplauor^\ 
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The foulof the rich| like'dfat of the poo r, is fuJb^ 
jc£t to doubt,' uncertainty) a nfd ignorance'; anc^' 
ivbat U more mortifying ft til, the heart of the 
rich, like the poor man's heart, ts fubje^ to the 
fame.paflions, to envy, and to anger, and to atl 
the diforder of lin* 

They have tlie fame frailties, in tfre laws, that 
unite the 'foul io the body* Tihe foiil of tVie rich^ 
lik^ the fbul of the po6r, is' united to a body, or 
rather enflaved by it. The foul o£; the ricbi like, 
that of the poor^ is interrupted^ in ittf mofi pro-; 
found meditations by a (ingle ray of light, by the 
buzzing of a fly, or by the touch' 6( an atom'of 
^ud. The rich man*s' fatuities. of Veafoni'ng and' 
of felf-dcttrmining are fufpended,' aiid.^in {6nie 
fort vatiifiied and abforb'cd, like,thofe of tlic-poor, 
on the flighted alteration oi the, leafes ; and this 
alteration of the fenfei hapgens. (o; hfirn, as well 
)i9 to the .poor, at the approach of certain objejf^* 
!David:'s i^eafoa i& fofpendtdrat the fight of Bath- 
flieba J ©jLvid'flo loiigfrrdtfttttgui'fheth.gboii ft-om 
evil ; D^Tid f6J*g<^s the purity of'tbt Ilw^; wbieli 
'he bimfelfbad fo highly celebrated ;: and, tt tbe- 
fyght.ofjthk^bjeft, bisVwlfole.Fyftem of piety \i* 
Kcfsl^id*'. hijK wlvolq. edifice qf . r^ligjon {ink;s and* 
difappears.. 

The fccond'point 6f ccjualtty, in wblclrtdenV^^ 
mnd the poor meet togethtryji^ ^xi cq^ualify 6l\ 
privileges', i Tx) a fpire. at cert ain em i ne n ces, w hea ^ 
brovidep^c h'ath pUeed'Us. iii inferior (l^^fjyns iti 
iociety, is egregjous. ftbllyw Ha man,, Wo hatK- 
onlyf ordinary^ talents^ onty^ avcom-mon genius^, 
pretend tQacqgite aa immortatrepiKation among 
heroes,, and to £U the Wrid tvith his name and 
exploitSf'be a£^a fancifully and wildly. If he,, 
■who was born^a. fubj4<Sli rafbly and a'nfibitioufly^ 
attrmpi to >afb'end 'the tribunal of a magiilratc, oir 
the tbroiMf pf a k'ing,:an^ to aim at governing^ 
. when he U called to obey, h^ is guil'y of rtbell- 
i^». £i]t this hiW| which {orbkls-infeiisrs to ar«^ 

rotate.- 
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<rogatc to,themfelTCs^;f0tBQ privileges, doth B«t 
,pr6bibit them from afpiring at otbcrS| incompar* 
ably more great and glorious. 

"Let us difcover, if it be poffible, tjie mdft mcP* 
-rrable man In this affemblyj let, us d^pate the 
.ilarknefs that covers bi^ ; let ^^.raife iiim from 
,that kind of grave, .in which, his indigence and 
XDcannefs. conceal hi rp* /This man) unknown to 
<the red of msktvkipd^; this man) wbo Teems hardly 
formed by the JCiro^atpr jinto 7(Ci intelligent exiiU 
^Ace ; this jnas hat^iy however, the greateft an^. 
irio(l'gLorioui.pr4yitegii9« This than, being recon* 
4c)1ed tojGrQd i^y f elision* hath a right to afpi;^'^ 
<6 the jnpfl.nQble.aod fublime objeds of, it. 'He.; 
tbath ia right to elevate, his foul to God. In ardent 
|ifayer;'»an4,. without the hazard .of bei^i^g.tax^d 
Vith^ vanity, he may afTure Jiloire}f, tthat God, 
the Great. God, encircled la glory, «ndXurround- 
«d with the praifes of Che .blefled, will behold 
Aifl), bear .his. prayef,.>Qd grant his requeft. Tbir 
iDian bath a right to fay to hirofelf, The atteii- 
tiDn, that the Lord of nature' gives to the gov* 
ernment ^f the univerfe," to the wants of man- . 
Mnd, to. the innumerable company of angels, ani 
to his o^ feltcity, dotli not'^reyent this adorA-> 
h\ft Being from attending to me ^ from occupy* 
Ing hirofelf about my perfon, my chi1dreQ,-iQy 
family, ,my boufe^^ my health, jny.fobftance, my . 
Caivktion, my moic minute concern^ even a fiji- 
gle hair of mj bead^lAxVc xxi. \B* Thia maa 
liath a right of addreffing God hf names the moft 
teoder and mild) yea, if I may venture to fpeak 
ib, ,by thofe moft familiar namesi .which equate 
give each other ; he may call bim. his God, bis 
mafter^ his father, ^dis iriend. Believers have 
ftddrefled God by each of thefe names, and God 
Jiath not only permitted them to do ib, he hatk 
^▼en ejcprefted his approbation of -their taking 
thefe names iti their mouths* This ^man liath a 
n|ht of coming*, to cat with God at the Lord's 

• • tabic, - 






=.«i6le, and to live,' jif I maybe allowed to. tpelfe. 

4o, to live with God, as anpa^livea wi]Lh bil 
i^ricnd. This. man hath i right tp^ apply Ko l^ga^ 

feif whaltevcr is mdft great, tnoil. cefrafortablf5|. 
> mofi .extatic in the roj^eries dt redemption, , and 

to fay to himfclf, ppr me the divine Intelligjeiice 
t-revolvcd the platii of redcmptioa;. for mc^ihe. Son,, 

of God'was aAjoihtell, before the foundation <3^. 

the world, to be a prt^'itiatbry facrifiqe j for pie 

in the lurhcrs Of time he tobjc. mortal |[e(h; for 

-fiifc he lived fcvrr'al j^rs among men in.ttU., 
, •world.; for mc he pledged himTelf to tb^ luflice 

of his Fatfaei-, ancf fuFcred fuch unpar^llel^ diieU 
Uiinficnt, as cbnfoupds rcatQp and lurpatfes ,im|-\ 

giriation ; for roe the holy "^^irit s&ooA the hepv:*^^ 
^ehs arid the earthy 4^a thesci ^ndftedrJia^^^ 
.Hiig* ii«'d« aV)d efiabiiihed a miniffryy^wbicbjlTQt 

cbnnrmcd by Veiling the iick^ by railing \he.<icaa|^' 
. 'b]^ cafttng oift ^eyils| ^n^ by fubvcrting the 

•WnolA order ©f- nature; ,TL%i^'>nan' ha(h a rtgtt 
'to 4 fpi re, to the felicity oftte immortal 6 pj, tQ- 

iHe glery of tl^c immortaV^od, to the th'rpne' i^ 
:tlie jmmbrial yoq« A ^t the fatal ^opf^f • 

4yirtg pn^^Ts ^^ying bcd^ rieduced. to.tl^e^fi^ht^ 
vUfeUfs tri^ndjL iAeSedlual remedies. unavaiVine 
; tears, 

to 

trini 

TigTi't' to fnmmdn , the gates of heaven t6 admit 
•hiV fo\ir,.arid to riy ift^^ ihem^ __ 

dO ye gdies / even Jiff tiem up^y jb everlasting 

^dorsT ^^ ;^ ^^ J,....i. -,.r* '• • - , < 

Thefc are iheMpcd^tSettifeie pnviieg^ 
mStfi \vWappe^Tffto,us fp contcnlji'tiirc. I.aflc, \ 
my brethren, have th<j nobles of the csfrth* ai^ 
priViTeg^s mttre than thefd? Do the train of at- 
tendants, i^'hich' follows them, the liorfes, that 

vdraw them, the jrvandeps, who fiirrourid them, . 
the lUperb titles, ' which command exteriorjhom-». . 
«ge> give Atrf any "re^lTdperlorrty over tlic manj' 

•who 
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■who enjoys thofe privileges, which we have brief- 
ly enumerated I Ah ! roy brethren, nothing 
proves the littlenefs of great men roore than the 
in^rcflion, which the exterior advantages, that 
^iftihguilh them from the reft of mankind, make 
en their minds. Are you aware of what you are 
"cloing, when you defpife them whom providence 
placeth for a few years in a iltuation inferior to 
.your own? You are defpifing and degrading 
yourfelves, yoti arc renouncing your real great- 
nefs, and, by valuing yourfelves for a kind of fof* 
€ign glory, you difcov^r a contempt for that, 
which conftitutes the real dignity of your^ nature. 
The glory of man does not coniift in his being a 
mafter, or a ricli niian, a nobleman, or a king ; it 
confifls in his being a man, in his being formed 
in the image of his Creator, and capable of all 
the elevation, that we have been defcribing. If 
you condemn your inferiors in fociety, you plaid- 
'ly declare, that you are infcnfiblc to your real 
* dignity ; -for, had you derived your ideas oi real 
greatnefs from their true fource, you would have 
Tefpedled it in perfons, who appear the moft meaa 
and dcfpicable. The rich and the poor meet to^ 
^etber g iJbe Lord hath endowed them all with 
'the fame privilegest They all meet together on 
the Fame line of equality in regardtto their claims 
of privileges. This was the point to be proved. 

We acid, in the third place,* the rich and tbe 
foor meet together in an equality of destination* 
Ilich and poor are placed by providence in difler- 
ent ranks, I grant ; but their different ftations 
are fixed with the fame dcfign, I mean, to ac- 
complifti th^ purpofes of God in regard to men. 

What are the dcfigns of God in regrtrd td 
nieh ? What end doth he propofe to effe<5l by 
placing u9 on this planet, thirty, forty, or fixty 
years, before he declares our eternal ftate \ Wd 
nave frequently anfwcred this important que flic n. 
Gud hath placed us here in a flate of probation : 

K • h* 



ic6 The EquaUiy of Maniini. 

f^e batb fet before our eyes fupreme feitcit^f it^ 
intolerable mifery ; he bath pointed out the vicet, 
that conduft to the Uft, and the virtues neccffary 
to arrive at the fird ; and he bath declared, tb»t 
^UT condu^ {hall determine our future fate^* 
lliis, I think, is the deCgn of God in regard to 
men* This is the notion, that we ought to fornii 
of the end which God propofes in fixing us a few 
3^ears upon earth, and In placing u^ among vQiir 
fellow creatures in fociety* 

. On. this principle, wiiicb is the nod glorious 
Condition I It is neither that, which elovates os 
higheft in fociety, nor that, which procureth us 
the greateft conveniences of life* if it be not 
abfolutely indifferent to men, to whom it is un- 
certain whether they. (hall qait;ibe prcfcnt world 
the next moosent, or contitHie almofl a century 
in it ; I fay, if it be not abfolutely indififereot to 
them, whether they be high or low, rich or poor, 
it would be contrary to all the laws of prudence^ 
"were they to determine their choice of a condi- 
tion by confiderations of this kind alone* A 
creature capable of eternal felicity, ought to con- 
iider that the moCl glorious condition, which is 
the mod likelySo procure him the eternal fcUcity, 
of which he is capable* Were a wife man to 
choofe a condition, he would certainly prefer 
that, in which he could do mod good ; ht would 
always ^onlider that as the mod glorio^is dation 
for hi«ifelf, in which he could bed aiifwer the 
grca.t end, for which his Creator placed him in 
this world* It is glorious to be a^t the head of a 
nation ; but if I could do more good in a mean 
ilation, than 1 could do in ^n cfni-nent pod, the 
^mcancd dation would be far more glorious to me 
than the mod eminent pod. ^Why? becaoie that 
is moll glorious to fS>e, which bed anfwers the 
end that my Creator propoft^d ii> placing me io 
this world* God placed me in this world to ena- 
ble me to do good« and prepare myfeti by a hbly 

lifc 
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Mfe for a happy eternity. To do good at the 
ticad of a nation, certain ^alcnts arc, neccffary. 
If I have not thcfe talents, not only Ilhould not 
do good in ibis poft, but I Qiould Cfrtainly do 
evil. I (hould expofc my country to danger ; I 
(Roold fink its credit, obfcure its glory, and de- 
bafe its dignity. It is, therefore, incomparably 
lefs glorious for me to be at the head of a ftate, 
than to occupy a poft lefs eminent. It is glori- 
ous to fill the highcft office in the church, to an- 
npnnce the oracles of God, to dcvclope the myf- 
teries of tlie kingdom of heaven, and to direct 
wandering fools to the road that leads to the 
fovereign good ; but if I be dcftitutc of gifts cf- 
fential to the diling of this office, it^ is incompar* 
ably more glorious to me to remain a pupil than 
to commence a tutor. Why? becaufe that (\a« 
tfon IS the mofl eligible to me, ^hich bcft empow- 
ers ipe to anfwer rhe end for which my Creator 
placed me in this world. My Cr/sator placed mc 
iq.tbis worjd, that I- might do good, and that by 
a- holy life I might. prepare for a ha^py eternity. 
]% order to do good in the highell offixres in the 
church, great talents are neceCTary. If God hath 
not bellowed great talents on^ me, I (hould not 
only not do good, but I (hould'do harm. Inflead 
of announcing the oracles of God, 1 (hould preach 
the traditions of men ; I (hould involve the myf- 
tcries of religion in darknefs, inftead of develop* 
ing them ; I (hould plunge poor mortals, into an 
abyfs of roifery, inftead of pointing out the .road 
which would condud); them to ai ble(red imnv^taU 
ity.. But by remaining in the (late of a difciple^ 
I' may obtain attention, docility, and a love to 
truth, which are the virtues of my condition. It 
is more glorious to be a good fub^e^ than a bad 
king; it is more glorious to be a good diTcipIe 
than a bad teacher. 

But mod men have falfe ideas of glory, and w« 
form our aotiooa of it from the opinions of thef« 
• unjolt 
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wnjuft "appraifers of men and things. Tha^ 
vliicli elevates us in tbcir eyes, fccms glorious to 
lis ; and we tneeni ihat contemptible, which 
libafeth us before them. We difcover, i know 
»ot what, meannefs in mechanical employments* 
and the contempt that we have for the employ- 
ment extends itfelf to him who follows u, and ' 
tfius wt habituate ourfclves to defpife them 
whom God hunours. Let us undeceive ourfelveij^ 
my brethren ; there is no conditioo fliameful, 
except it neceffarily lead u& to feme infraction of 
the laws of 04ir Supreme Lanvpiver^ who is obU 
to save and to destroyy James iv. 12. Scridfy 
foeaking, one condition of life is no more honour- ! 
aple tban-another. There are, I grant, fomc 
ilations, in which the objedtf, that employ thof© 
.who fill them, are naturally more noble thaii 
ihofe of other Aations. The condition of a roa- 
^'lArate, whofe employment is to improve and •to 
fHiforcc maxims of government, hatb a nobler 
<)bjc£t than that of a mechanic, whofe bufinefs it' 
is to improve the lead nccefTary art. There is a' 
iiobler objed^ in the ftation of a paftor called to 
publifh the laws of religion, than in that of a* 
I'choalmafter confined to teach the letters of the 
alphabet. But God will regulate our eternal 
Hate not according to the objedl of our purfuit, 
but according to the manner in which we fliould 
Kave purfued it. In \1.is point of light, all rank* 
arc equal, every condition is the fame. Man- 
kind have, then, an equality of destination^ Tb« 
rich and the poor are placed in different ranks 
vfith the fame view, both are to anfwcr the great ' 
end, that God hath propofed to anfwer by creat-' 
ihg pnd arranging mankind. .' * * 

Hitherto* we have had occafion for fome Tfttle * 
labour to prove our thefis, tliat all men are equal,^ 
rotwithftanding the v^ripuSj conditions in' which*' 
God hath placed them. 'And you,' tny brethren, 
bave tad occatioii for tome'^adcinYy'to'fVi:! th\r* 
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fore? of our arguments. But in our fourth arti- 
cle, the troth will eftabiifh itfelf, and its fore* 
^.11 be fch by a^-ecitnl, yea by a bint of our ar- 
gil meots; 

' Wd fiicl,' ftdurthly, that men are equal in iheir 
Idst endj that the fame feritence of death is de- 
nouticed on all, and that they muft a]l alike fub- 
mit to their fate. On' which fide can we view 
death, and not receive abundant evidence of this- 
truth?' Confidcr the certainty of death, the 
Dcarnefs of death, the harbingers of death, -tbc 
ravages of death, fo many fides by which deatk 
may be conlidered, fo manyproofs, fo many dei»* 
onftrations, fo mahy foorces of iJemonpftrations of 
the truth of this fenfe of my text, tbe rick and 
ppor meet ""togcibery the Lord is - th^ 'maker of 
tbemalL- 

1.. Remark the certainty of death. *• Duft 
thon art, and unto dull ft nit thou return,'^ Gen. 
li). 19^' " It is appointed unto men once fo die/? 
Heb. ix* 27.' The feotence is univerfaJ, its e»i« 
v'erfality involves all the pofterity of Adam ; it 
lAtludes all tonditions, all profeillons," all (lationS) 
iahd every rtep of life enfufcs the exfcuiion of k. 
Whither art thou going, rich man ! thou, who 
Cttngratul^tcft tbyfclf bccaufe thy Jields bring 
fortb plentifully^ and who 'faycft to thy foul. 
Soul I thou bast much goods laid up for many 
years ; i^ke thine easCf eatj drinkj and be mer* 
ry f To death. Whither art thou going, poor 
man ! thou, who arrt toiling through a languifh* 
ing lifi, who beggdl thy bread from door X.9 
dkor, who art continually perplexed rn finding 
diiit racan;i of procuring bread to eat and raiment 
to put on, always an object of the charity of 
f6me, and of the hardhearieduefs of others ? To 
death. Whiihcr jjoeft thou, nobleman ! tboj, 
\^ho deckefl thy felf with borrowed plumes, who 
putted the renown of ti;ine afoceflors into the lift 
^i ihy VrrtucBi arnd- who thia ;e{l thy felf formed of- 
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ail earth more refined than that of the reft of 
luankind I To deat,h. WliiUter goeft thou,, 
pea fan t ! thou, who derideft the ifolly of a, peer, 
55-nd at the fame time valueft thyfelf on , (aiive- ' 
thing equally abford ? . To death* '.Whither, 
foldier i art thou marching ; tboif, whottal^eft 
oi nothing hut glory and heroifni^ and who amid 
many voices fouiK-.ng in thine earS) and ipcelTant* 
}y crying, Remember tbou art morPal^ art dream-^ 
ing of, I know not what, immortality ? To 
cj^ath. Whither art thou going, merchant I 
thou, who breathpft notiiing but the incrcafc of 
X\\y fortune, ard who judgeft of the happinefs or 
niifery of tliy days, not by thine acq;iiGtiao of 
knowledge aqd thy pradice of virtue, put by the 
jrain or the lofs of thy wealth ? To death.. 
Whither a.re we a^l going, my dear hearers ? To 
death. Dp I exceed the truth, niy brethren I, 
Jj)pcs deatb regard titles, dignities, and. riches I 
Wjiere is Alexander ? Where Is Gs far 2 Where 
3W"e all they, whofe names ftruck terror through 
t})e wliole world? They were; but they are no 
j^iore. They fell- before the voice^ that cried,^. 
Meiurn^ye children of men^ Pfal. xc. 3» ** 1 faid, ' 
Ye are gods ; but ye (hall die like men," Pfal^^ 
Ixxxii. 6. I s'aldy Ye are gods i this, ye great 
Jfnen of the earth L this is your title ; this is tha * 
patent, that creates your dignity, that fobjeils^ 
us to your commands, and teacheth us to revera " 
ys>ur characters : But ye stall dieiike men ; thia , 
H the decree! that degrades, you, an^ puts you ga 
a level with us« Te are gods ;\1 will, then, .re-.' 
fpe£l your authority, and contider you as images^ 
^ him, by ivbom kings reign : but ye shall die g^, 
1 will not, then, fuffer myfclf to be impofed'on". 
by your grancjeur,. and whatever homage 1 may 
yield'to ipy king> I will always- remember thaf, 
)ie is a man. The certainty of IJeatb is the firft^ 
i^dc^ on whick we juaj; cg&fKlcF tbis murderer; o^ 
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mainkim]!; and it is thtf fidl proof of oor fourtBf 
propofition :^ M-ankind are equal in their last endJ 
2. The proximity of ;death.is a fccbrtd dcmon-^f 
ftration, a fecond fourctf of demon flratioiVs. Th«' 
limits of our lives are equal. The life of the* 
xich, as well as that of the poor, h reduced to ank 
band'breadth'y Pfal. xxkiK. ff- Sixty, eighty, or: 
a hundred years, is ufuall^ x\st date of a- long life; . 
The fceptre hath no more pfivrlege- in- this re^*' 
fpcft than the crook ; nor is the palace at any 
•V greater diftance from fhe tomb,, than the cottag©.- 
fforo the grave^ Heaps 6f fiJvet" and gold may 
intercept the rich man's fight of death ; but they 
can neither intercept death's light of the richu. 
man, iior prevent his forcing the feeble intrench*^ 
■lents, in which he may attempt to hide Uimfelf*. 
3.^ The harbinsttrs of death are a third demon*- 
ftration, a. third Iburce of demonllrations. The- -^ 
rich liavc the fanje forerunners as thepooi>; both- ^ 
h*ave fimilar' dying agonies,* violent ficknefTes, dif- 
guflful medicines, intolerable pains, and cruet" 
niifgiv,ings. . Pafs, through thofe fuperb apart*^ 
n^ents, in which the rich man feems to defy the 
enemy,, who lurks and threatens to feize him y 
go, through the croud of domeftfcs, who ftirround* 
Mm ^ca-ft your'tyts jbh JtB^'l^a^ where nature- 
and art have contributed to his eafe. In thir 
grand edifice, amidft this-aflembly of courtieVs^ 
oV, fiiall I rather fay'? amidft this troop of vile- 
Haves, you will find -ii moll mortifying and mif- . 
crable objeA. Yoti* will *fee' a vifage all pale,, 
livid, diftorted j ycJn will* bear the Ihrieks of a 
wretch tormented with the gravel, or the gout ; 
you will fee a foul* tci'rificd wfth the fear of thofe 
eternal bdoks, which aVe' about to be opened, of 
that formidable iKibunal, 'wWch is already eredl-* 
cd, of the awful feritencc, that is aboat^ tt> be' 
djenounced* ' - ' 

* 4. ThcTrftutf^tfi ti dtfatK make a fourth dem- . 
opftiatlon : they are the fame with the rich as 



wtb* tfce^|K>orwu Death aliJce condemns their eyer^ 
toinpenetrahle wght, their tongue to eternal fi* 
IcDcC) their wbol6 fydem to total deflru^ion« I- 
fte a fuperb ippaoraeiK. - I approach this flriking . 
^jedl* I fee oiRgni&cei^ infcriptions. I read 
the pompous titles of xh^- most nobhy the mast 
puissant y general^ prince^ monarchy arbiter of 
p^act^ arbiter of war^ I long to fee the infidc ^ 
o£ this elegant pie^e of WQrkina;i(l\ip, and I peep . / 
under the flooe, that covers iiim, to whom all 
this pomp is confecrated ; tliere I find, whac 
- • - .*,.-ji putrified carcate.devouring by worms. - 
O vaoity^df 'human graudcur I ^'Vanity of van- - 
ities, all is vanity I . Put not your trull in prin- 
ces, nor in the fon of^nan, in whom is no help," \ 
Eccl. »• 2* *' His breath gofth forth, he return- 
«th to his earth, in that 'very day his thoughts 
p/frilh," Pfal. cxlvi. 3. 4. *' As for itian, his 
days ar^ as grais ; as a flower of the field fo he 
flourilhcth } for th« wind palTeth overir, ,and it 
is gone ; and the place chereof ihall know -it no > 
■jore^" PfaU ciii. 15, U*^ * 

5. Finalivy the judgment t that follows death,' 
tarries our propoluion to the highcfl degree of 
tvidence* " It is a|>potnted unt6 men once to 
die; but after tbij^ the judgment,'* Heb; i3^^r.^ 
The rich and the poor muft alike appea,r before 
that throne, which St. John defcribes in the rev* 
rUtioR, and before that venerable pcrfonagey 
yVuw whose face the h^^aven and the earth Jlce 
away , chap. xx» 1 1. If there be any di^erence 
between the rich aad the poor, it is all, methiok/'y 
til favour of the latter. The fammons, tlvat mull 
be of>e day addrefied to each of us, give an tfr- 
C0iint of thy stewardship^ Luke xvi. 2. this Turn- 
tnons is always terrible. You indigent people 1 
whom God (to ufc the language of fcripturey 
hath set over a few things^ an account of thefc 
few things will b^ rehired of yoV| i^&d yoa will 
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be as furdy punifhed for biding one talenty as if* 
you had hidden more, Malt, xxv/17* 
" But how terrible to mc feems the account, that 
inuft J)e given of a great number of talents ! If 
the rich man have fome advantages over the poori 
(and who can doubt that he haih many ?) how 
are' his ad>^antagej countcrpoifed by the thought' 
of the confec^uences of death I What a fummons, 
roy brethren 1 is this, for a great roan, Ghe an 
account of tby stewardship ! give an' account of 
^thy riches, Drdft thou acquire them lawfully ? 
or were they the produce of unjuft dealings, of 
crue! extortions, of repeated frauds, of violated 
promife^, of perjuries and oaths ? Disld thou 
diftribiite them charitably, compaffionat^ly, Hb« 
•rally ? or didft thou referve them avaricioufly, 
meanly, bafbaronfly ? Didft' thou employ them 
to found hofpitals, to procure inftroAion for the 
Ignorant, relief ^or the (ick, confolationv for the 
afflidled ? or didil thou employ them to- chierifk 
thy'pride, to difplay thy vanity,' to 'immortaltae' 
thine ambhion and arrogance ? Give, an account 
of thy reputation* Didft thou employ It to re- 
lieve the oppreffed, to prote<£t the widow" and or-' 
pTian, to maintain juftice, to diifufe truth, to 
propagate religion ? or, on the contrary, didft 
thou ofe it to degrjfde others,- to deify- thy paf." 
fions, to render ihyfelf a fcourge to fociety, %^ 
plague to mankind ? Give an account of thine 
honours. Didft thou dired^ them to thefir true- 
«nd, by contributing all in thy power to the 
good of fociety, to the defence of thy country, 
to the profpcrity of trade, to the advantage of 
the public ? ot^ didft thotf diredl th{*m only to . 
tfcine own private intereft, to the cftablifliing of 
thy fortune, to the elevation of thy family, to 
the infatiable avidity of glory, which' gnawed' 
arid devoured the© ? Ah ! my brethren ! if we" 
enter very ferioufly into thefe rcfle^lions, wo 
fiiall not be f6 much ftruclc/'^as we ufually are,t 
*«' • • •** ^itU 
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whh the diverHty of men's conditions in this life;' 
we fliatl not afpire very esgcrly ^fter the TilgHcfl: 
ranks in this world, Tlie rich and poor meet to^ 
getlier^ iLe Lard is the maker of them all ; th»t 
is to (ay, he hath made them equal in thtir nt^ 
turey c^m\ in their privileges, e^o^l in their dcf— 
tinaiioi^ and equal^ as Vft have proved| in their* 
Isltend. . V 

The inferences, that we intend' to dt-a^v fVoB>*. 
what we hare faid, are not inferences of fedttion^ 
aful anarchy* We do not mean to diOorb the' 
«rrder of fociciy ; nor, by affirming that all roea^* 
liave an efireniial equality^ to rebrpbate that fub- 
erdi nation, witliortit which focicty wbu}d be*- 
Bothing but cotifufion, and the men^ wJ^io conii^ 
* ppfe it, a lawlefs banditti*. We aifirm, that thr: 
fubjedl and the prince,' the mader and the fer«« 
Tant, are truly and properly equal ; butrfar be it. 
from ui Xo- infer, that thcfeforetbe fubje£t (bould'. 
withdraw his fubmiiHeir froiv his prince^ or- the: 
fervant diipiniOi hi^ obedience to bis mafter* Qt|t 
the contrary^. ftbj«£ls and Servants would re^t 
Boance all,, that is glorious in their conditions, il^ 
they entertained fuch wild ideas in their minds. < 
That, which equals them to the fuperiors, whon^ 
providence hath fet over them, is the belief ofs' 
their beipg capable, as well as their fuperiors, oC 
auifwering the end that God piopofeth in creating* 
wankind.. They would counteract this end, were 
flicy to refofe to difchargc thofe duties of thcirr 
•ondttion, to which providence calls them* 

Nor would we derive from the- truths, which » 
we have affirmed, fanatical inferences* We en*, 
deavoured before to preclude all occafi'on for re<*« 
jiroach on this article, yet perhaps we may not. 
efcapc it ;; for how often does an unfriendly au^~ 
ditor,. 15' order .to enjoy the pUafure of decrying: 
a^di%unful truth, affe<St to forget the corre^ive^. 
with which the preacher fweetcDS it ? we repeat 
Itf, therefbre,^ oace /nore i. we do not pretend to^ 

affirm** 
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'^^rmy t1)at the conditional of all men utt abft^ 
iutely equal, by affirming that in foBie fenfes all 
tAailktnd are on a leveU We do not fajr, that 
^i\c man, wboni tbciety agrees to cbnteAih, 1$ a« 
happy as the nian, whom 4ociety unites to revere. 
We do not iay, that the man^ who bath i¥» 
' inrbeie to bide his fiead, is as happy aa he, Vibt* 
U c6rombdiouily acconiYnodated^ We do' not 
"fayt tha^t a tiian, who i« dellitiit* of all the necef- 
fariesof life, is as -happy as the oiati^ wbofe fo^- 
ttune is fufficient to procure him ^all the conveni« 
^tnces of it. No, my brethren.'! we hare nam ore 
fdefign to deduce inferences of fanaticifra from 
the do^rine of the ticrxt, tbati we have to infer 
iDaxiins of anatchy and rebellion. But we infer 
juftxqncltifions, conformable to tlie precrous gi£t 
•of reafoa, that the Creator Ira th bellowed 4»n ijs, 
and to the incortiparably riiore precious ;gift of 
•religion, with which be hath enriched^os. Derive 
^then^ my brethren, eooclufions of ^thcfe kinds, 
and let them be the appfrcation^f this dircourfe. 
- l^erivc from our fti6j|e<^ conclufioiijs of mode'* 
ration, .Labour, -for it kt all6wab1e, and the mo«- 
rality of the gofpel doth uot condemn it, labour 
to render your name.flluftrioas, to augment your 
fortune^ to cftabli(h yoof * repotatibn, to con-tr^ 
lite to the pleafurc of yon r life; but labour oo 
siore than becomes you. Let efforts of this kind 
never make you lofe fight of the grcatlsnd of life. 
Hem.ember^ as riches, grandeur, and reputation, 
arc not the fuprenie good^ fo obfcurity, meannefs, 
and i Indigence, are not the luprenie eVil. Let 
"the care of avoiding the fupremc evil, and the 
defire of obtaining the feprcme good,- be A^^yfi 
-the moft ardent of 6tir wifhes^ and let othet's fMi 
to that of arriving at the ^hief good. 

Derive from our dod^rine cdnclufions of a<f^i^ 
escence in the laws of providence. If it pleafe 
providence to put an effential difference between 
jpu and the great men of the earth| let it ¥e 

your 



a; i|S :tke EimtAi^ of Mn^ijmi. 

;|fQpr hf^'f awbrtion to excel, in \u You .Catm^t 
fQurjp.ur without b«ing guilty of r^rpacbipg God| 
'becayfehe hatb made you wbat you are ; bc- 
-caufe^he formed you mcii^ aimi; i>ot angels, arcli- 
,angt|s, cr (Vrapbims. Had he. annexed eiTential 
iPfivjiJeges to the bigh^A ra^f^3, Xu.bmillion would 
a/way^ b^ your Jo^ ^pd '^yoii ought alwa^ys. to 
*adore, and to*fub,n)fct to ,that intelligence,, .wjiich 
.govon&jthq, ivprM^i >biit tl^is is nojc^ypur cafe. 
^9^ gisTfis \9 tlje great roen of tb? earth an ex- 
.t^rioc, .traniient, iupei^cial gJory ; but he hath 
:^n3de,youibaJ:e,with.xb.eip a gjo^-y^real, Coljd, aivd 
^permanent* , WhAt difficulty can a wife manfind 
iy fic^^uifcfciBg in tJiU.law9f providence 2 \ .. , 
... Derive from ti>e tcuths you have hear,d condUr 
^tiQp% oi^igilancem 4n(le^|d of in^enioufly Hatter- 
.ing youiireif wt)]^the ,Vja\a ^oxy -of being ejeyaied 
v^^boyip your nc.igliboi^r, ,or of fi^fFcring your mind 
Aa finik under the pucrije v^oftification of being 
in,fe,rior to hinj, inceffanUy inquire what is the 
virtue-of ypurftatianf ^lie duty of your Tank, and 
.life youf jutmoft induftry to fill it worthily. You 
,%v^ ajy^M-W^rate^.^bc virtue-of^jiour Ration, the 
iduty :of yovir rank,, is -to enipdqy yourfelf wholly 
^tQ,'£ef?/e:yout fello\K(fuJ)jf^s. Ift .inferior flations, 
,to pfefev,jthfrjUsUl;ic,,g9ad before your own. private 
,ii?tci:tf>v ta facnificp y9,uf.rql.r for the advantage af 
Jthat,(ta4:e, ijhe f.ew of which you hold. Piaftife 
.this virtue ,\fu!filjl)tfe engvigenients> pot off fclf- 
intereP, ,jinjd devote yourfelf wholly to. ^ people^ 
;^li<i> enuuA:y.oii wiih their propt-rtiea^ jthcir lib- 
-cr^ies,. ^^4 ttwir iiycs, you src a fuUjt^a : jthe 
•djUtyof your, ranl^ii. the .vjip tup ef your {latiop, ia 
?ful>t^i^flit>n,.a'rkd^you. H>o^jd.pbey not only through 
Ifr/jr of.puui'(hn)^ntv'.but^t^r»Q^ugh"a wife regard 
for order. Prafkife. this virtue, fulfil this engag&- 
*»eBtj'o»3ke it your glory tpN fubmit, an^ in che 
authority, of princes refpe^ the power of God, 
.wWfe raiijifters and reprefentatives- tbey are. 
cYott arc a ticfc. i»a^ J th^ vjrs^ie of your itation, 
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tbe duty of your condition, is beneficence, genc- 
rofity, magnanimity. PraAife thefe virtues, dif- 
charge thefe duties. Let your heart be always 
moved with the ncceifities bf the wretched, and 
your cars open to their complaints. Never omit 
an opportunity of doing good, and be in fociety 
a general refource, and univerfal refuge. 

From tbe truths, which you have heard, derire 

motives oi zeal and fer^ouri* It is mortifying, I 

own, in fome refpefts, when one feels certain 

emotions of dignity and elevation, to {ink in fo* 

cicty. It is mortifying to beg bread of one, who 

is a man like ourfelves. It is mortifying to be 

trodden under foot by our equals, and, to fay aU 

in a word, to be in (latrons very unequal among 

our equals4 But this economy will quickly van- 

ifh. The fashion of this nvorld will prefently /^t?^* 

€twqy^ and we (hall foon enter that bkifed Qate, 

in which all didindlions will be abolifhed, and in 

vhich all that is noble in immortal fouU, will 

^ibine in^ all its fplendor. Let ns, my brethren, 

£gh after this period, let us make it the obje^ 

of our nod conftant and ardent prayers. God 

R-rant, we may all have a right to pray for it I 

God grant, our text may be one day verified in a 

new fenfe. May all, yrho compofe this ailemUy, 

mafte^s and fervants, rich and poor, may we all, 

my de^r hearers, having acknowledged ourfelves ^ 

equal in efTence, in privileges, in dedinatien, in 

laft end, may we all alike participate the fame 

glory* God grant it, for his mercy's fake.— 

Amen. 
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SERMON V. 

TBE WORTH OF THE SOUL. 

Matthsw zvi. 26. 

What shall a man give in exchange for fits soul ? 

JVlY brethren, bcfarc we enforce tbe 
tfutbs, which Jefus Chrif^ included in the words 
of the text') we will endeavour to fix the mean* 
.ing of it. This depends on the term souly which 
is ufed in this pafTage, and which i$ one of tbe 
'mod equivocal words in fcrlpture ; for it is taken 
^ii difierent, and even in contrary, fenfes, fo that 
fometimes it fign/ifies a (lead body ^ hev. xxi* I* 
We will not divert your attention now» by recit- 
ing', the long liit of exp]ic;ati6n^» that, may be gir- 
^n to tbe term ; but we will content ourfelve* 
vi^th remarking,, that it can be taken only in two 
Yifinfes in the text. 

Soul nay be taken for life i arid in this fcnfe 
'the term is ufed by St. Matthew, who Jays, Tlf^y 
are dead, who sought the young child*s soul^ 
chap. ii. 20. Soul m^yh^ taken for tba.t fpiritual 
part of us, which y^e zdW.the jati/ by excellence ; 
and in this fenfe.it is ufed by our Lord, v? ho fays, 
FJiar not them^ which, kill the body^ but are j^ot 
able to kill the sguj ; but rather fear A/j?i, ^icb 
is able to destroy both soul and body in /i^V/, tliap. 

If we talce the words in thp firft jfcnfe, for /ly^, 
We put into the mouth of Je.fiis Chriil a propofi- 
tion verified, by experien<je ; that is, that mei) 
confide r life as the greatc(l of ^ll temporal bleffi- 
ings, and that tbcv part with every thing to prc- 
ferve it. This rule bath its exceptions ; but the 
exceptions confirm the rule. Sometiuies, .ipdeed# 
a difguil with the worldj a^princlpte of religioDy 
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a point of li9not>r, iviH incline men to facrificc' 
their lives ; but tbde particular cafes cannot 
prevent our faying in the 4T;eneraI, What shall a^ 
man give in exchange for his life ? 

If ,we take the word for tliat part of man, 
vbidh we call the soul by excellence, Jefus Chrift 
intended to point out th us, not what vatti ufually 
do, (for alas I it happens too often, that men fac- 
riEce their fouls to. the nicaneft aYid moft fordid 
intereft) but what they always ought to do. He 
meant to teach us,, that the foul is the nobleft 
part of U9, and that nothing is teo great to be 
given for its ranfom. ^ 

Both thefe interpretations are probable, and 
each hath its partizans and its proofs. But^ al* 
though ^ would not condemn the firft, we prefer 
the lad, not only becaufe it is the mod noble 
Bieaning, and opens the mod extenfive £eld of 
meditation ; but becaufe it feems to us the mod 
conformable to O0r Saviour's deOga in fpea]^ing 
th* words. 

Judge by what precedes our ^ext. " What is 
a man profited, if be (hall gain the whole world, 
and lofe his own foul ?*' Jefus Chrid fpoke thua 
to fortify his difciples againd the teniptations, to 
which their profeflion of the gofpel was about to 
expofc them. If by the word foul we underdand 
the hfe^ we ft all be obliged, to go a great >way 
about to give any reafpnable fenfe to the words. 
On the contrary, if we take the word for the 
spirit^ the meaning of the whole is clear and 
cafy^ Now it feems to me beyond a doubt, that 
Jefus Chr^d, by the. manner in which he hath 
conneded the text with the preceding verfe, ufcd 
the term soul in the latter fenfe. 

Judge of our comment alfo by what follows. 
*' What diall a man give in exchange for his 
foul ?" For^ adds our Lord immediately after, 
the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Fa'' 
ihery fffith ibis angels ; and then be shall reward 

tverj 
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every tnan accorfUng t(y, bis vforks. What coh* 
nexiot) have thcfe, words with oqr text, if we 
lake the word soul Jox lift: ? , What connexion 
is ihere between.this proportion, Man hatbnitb* 
ii}f[ more valuable ihqn Ufe^ and this, For Jtbc 
Son of man shall come in tbe glory of bis Faihety 
V3iibbi£ angels?- Whereas, if we adopt our 
fenfe of thc'tcrro^ the connexion inftantly appears* 
We will, then, retain this explication. Bf 
ihc soul we undcrftand here the spirit of man ; 
ai/d, thi5 word being thus explaiiKd, the meaning 
of Je.fijs Chrift in the whole parage. is underftood 
in part, and one remark will be Tufficicnt to. ex- 
plain, it wholly. AVe-mu ft attend to the true 
nieaning of the phraCe, lose bis soul, which iiii- 
mediately precedes the teit, and w^iich we fhall 
often ufe to explain the text itfclL ^ To lose tbe 
soult docs not iignify to be deprived oi' this part 
of onc'a felf ;. for, however great this punifhnient 
wight be, it. is the chieiF objeft of, a wickc^ 
inan*s wilh^s : but to lose the souL is to Ivjfe 
thofe re;il blciliiiga, aiui to faftain thofe real evits^. 
which a fan) is capable, of ehjay^ng" and of fuffer- 
ing. Wheji, therefore, Jefus Ch rift fays in the 
words, that precede the text, JVdat is a man 
profited^ if he shall gain ibe ivhole worlds and 
f^se his own soul 7 and in the text, IVhat shall 
a' man givfi in e^icbange for bis soul ? \\^ exhib- 
its one tri!th ontier different faces, fo that our 
reiieclions will ijatorally. be turned fonjetimcs to 
•the .one,.. and fbm,etiir€s^ to the other of tbcfe 
proporition^. .lie points out, I f^y% two truths^ 
which being ^^nitcB, Hgnify, tha^t as the conqucft 
cf the univerfe wo^Id npt be an cbjcQ .of value 
Ibilicient jo ^^gage us tq facrificc; our fouls, fo, 
if we had lo(l them, no pofic. ^tourd be too great 
to be paid for the recovery of them. Let \ji% 
here nx our attention ; and let us examine what 
xonAitutes the dignity of the foUl* Lit us ia- 
iQuirr» , . 

L2 ■ 1. Tb« 



I ii > the fForth of theSoui* 

I. The excellence of its nature ; ' 

II. The infinity of its duration ; 

II L The price of its redeinpttioB" : Three tfi 
tides which will divide this difcot^ffe* 

I. Nothing can be given in exchatige for cnr 
fouls. We prove this propofition by the excrU 
Ic.nce of its nature* What is the foul ? There 
)iave been great abfurdlties, in the anfwers giv<*.. 
en to this queftion* In former ages of darkncfs,, 
>vhcn ino(V of the ftudies, that were purfued for 
the cultivation of the mind, ferved to render it 
Dnfruitful ; when, people thought, tiiey had ar- 
rived at the higheft degree of knowledge, M they 
)iadL£Iled their memories with pompous terms 
and fuperb nonfenfe ;. in thofe times, I fay, it 
>vas thought, the queflion might be fully and- 
fatisfaclorily anfwcrcd,'^ and clear and complete 
ideas given of the nature of the foul. But iit 
later times, when, philofophy being ■ cleanfed 
ifroni the impurities that ihfc£ted the fchools, 
tquivocal* terms were rejedled, and only clear 
:ind didihdl ideas admitted, and thus literary in- 
veftigations reduced to real and folid ufe ; ia. 
thefe days, I fay, philofophers, and philofophers 
jof great name, have been afraid to anfwer this 
qutHion, and have affirmed that the narrow lim- 
its, which confine our^refearches, difable us from 
acquiring any other than obfcure notit^ns of the 
human foul, and that all^ which we can propofe 
to elucidate the nature of it, fcrve rather to dif- 
cover what it is not, than what it is. But if' 
the decifions of the former favour' of the pre* 
fumption, does not the timid refervednefs of the 
latter feem a blameable modefty ? Ifwe be in- 
capable of giving fuch fufficient anfwers to the' 
queihon as would fully fatisfy a genius earoeft in- 
inquiring, and eager for demonftrition, may we 
uot be able to give clear and high ideas of oar 
foul's, and fo to verify thefe fentcntious words of 
the SAviQur of the world, What shall a man givfi 
irk t^changefor bh. soul P^ * Indeed, 
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Indeed, we do clearly and diftin^ly know ihret 
jiroperties of tbe foul ;, and every one of. us knows 
by hi3 own e3cperience, that it is ^.apaMe of know*- 
inff) willing, and fediirg. The firft -of jthefc 
properties is tfttellige-ocey the.fecoiid vpritik>n,;the 
third fenfationi or* more properly,, the a^ateib 
&ti{ibility. I am coming how to the defigo of 
3EDy text, and here Ihope to prove, at Uail.toitbc 
intelligent part of my hearers, by the nature of. 
the foul, ' that the lofs of it is the greatefl of .aU' 
lofftSj and that nocbing^ is toovalttahle. tx>.he givr- 
«h for i*» recovery* 

Tntetli^ence is the firft property oft he fboK aridi 
the fir(V' ideat that ^^ ought^to form of it, koov^- 
its natu're*. Tb^ perie^ion «f this property con^ 
iiils in having clear and di(lindtidea», extenfiyi^ 
and certain knowledge* '^o hso tliesouij lu tbta 
refpeC% is to iink into total ignoraDce. This 
lofs is irreparable, aod. be,, whor fhould have. loft 
his foul in chis-fenie^ eould give Bothing too.^reat 
for its recovery. Knowledge and^ happineJTs arc 
infeparahUtnitrte^lngeni lieingB,. .and, It.is clcaF> 
a foul deprived of iDtelltgenco oail not. enjoy per* 
fe€l- felicity. Few men, L know, can beperfuad- 
ed to admit this troth ; and there are, I^muil al- . 
low, great reftrif^ionB to be made 'on this article^, 
while we are in the prefent ftate* 

1. In our prefent ftate, every degree ofknov}U 
e^ge^ that the mindMcquires^ €OSU' the bodjf mucb^ 
A man, who would make a progrefs in fcience, 
tnud retire, meditate, apd, in fome fenfe^ involve 
htmfelf itY himfelf. Now meditation exbauds the - 
animal fptrits, clofe a^ttention tires the brain ; 
the colle^ion of the foul into itfelf often injures- 
the Iteahh, and fometimes put».a period to )ife« 

2*. In out? prefent ftate, our knowledge is con** 

^ned Within narr 0^9- bounds mi QoeiUons. the rooft 

worthy of our curiotity,. aodr the moft proper to 

^a4)i mate and inflame us, are unanfwer&ble ; for 

the objedt^- lie beyond oar reach* £ torn all ov^ 

efforts 



«kmc ohiy mortifying, rt flexion* -on the weak- 

«tfe of oar caipscitics, and thcitiar.fQVv limits of- 

wjrkri^vl'cidj^e. . 

; ' 3« '<^Irt this prefdivt ftate, sciences > are incfifiadU 

l0f de^mons^ttatiSny And c&nfift^.ija regiird t,o us, of 

lHt4«e more tban probqfbilities land -appearanciesji 

1^-miiA, Whof&^ireiirus X3t a little, exutl) i3:9bli^^4 

in (if9hit\3d«® of icafcs to doubt, end io iufp<:n4 

4ii4s 'jodgmcnt ; >aind liis^:p)eariii% of invcfligAiiH^ 

If pprnt-is altnoft.'alwaya inicrropts^cj by the to^ 

wcll-groundcd^'ferir of taking amudo'W fpr a fi>b^- 

Itence, a i|>ljabt<mr foap -a rtaliiyv . 

«4;' In ihw' i«<)ild,' wdtfl -oi ihoCc set encas^ }n 

"t1fe'ftvdy:or-w4MidiSwedffeud tb(*bt»fl pan of life> 

^tv itieprop^rly .called sthnct'S ; ::tliey 'kave lndec«4' 

$Ai:<^ 'dilfiaBtrd at ton t^'a our wains li) tbi? ]>refen]t 

^AtXf, .bat iliey Ka^C'tjo refej«iDce /at all. lo o|ijr^ 

¥<*il'*-dig'nltyi ^ Wi»at rdation to iht real dignity: 

lE^mr.tf'ba'tii iits'kao^vkdge of JafiguHgefi> ihe ar^ 

»atogftl^'<^£'vfclrtou3 srbiCr-ary «nd barbarous termv, 

i^ffM>^e*»iV»m€t,?tto enable otx? to expiefs one thi«g. 

-in><ft .'i<uf»dr*<d^' dtfiercttt words I ' ?W b^ t rclat ioo 

•tV<he»'fe*V digJnfiy;of dianhaih \^^c ^udy of'an-^ 

•ti*iAin!y ? Is'itvrdnb'-Hbite 10* hold a tboufaiid 

•^iH>fe»vi>ce«, Jand to toil thro«}igh a tbonfa^nd vol- 

uroes, for the f^fke^bf difeuveriagtbc rcjvcries ot 

•*%»*♦ 4b ceftors ? 

• 5.' In- this world, wc fH'teri fee reir/^pd ofcful 

'kitb^ivdgi tUpriwd vf.iU:iuktrey'\hr6\iigh the fo- 

|>iEi»*dHDBS'«eigh3ei*bf imankiod, and fcieoce falfely^ 

fo' tiWtdi' CroWBtd vitb their app^sofe. Onie Tnan^ 

-wffofig mind is a* kind of fticntific chaos, full of 

•^aiiifpeciAatioiiS and tofifufed ideas, fltall foe 

pr^^hr^d l>efore anotherfwhoib fpeculaitdns ha^'je 

always been dii'efted to form his jjudgm'enty to- 

-pt>t<fy his ideas, Jiud to feow bis beat t to tfoth 

'And ^irttie^ Thitf ptayiialityi^ often feen. Now, 

«lhbOi%b it argi!«« a narrowtiefs: of foul Oo make 

iki^pifief»4epeud>rarthr i>|aiiK!n'i»C oilitci;. yet it 

is 
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18 .natural for intelligent beings, placed among 
other intelligent beings, to wifh for that apprp- 

tbation jwKicfi is due to reail merit. Were the 
prefe'nililV^of'any long duration, "were not th« 
proximitj^ of all-purfuing death a powerful con- 
fotation againd all our inconveniences, thefe un* 
juft eilimations would be very mortifying. 

Such being the imperfedlions, the defedls, and 

\th^ bbtiaclesof our knowledge, we ought not to 
be furpriled, if in general we do not comprehend 
the. great influence, iliat the perfe£liori of our 
faculty" of. thinking and knowing hath over our 
liappineifs. ' And yet even in this life, and vith 
air thefe difadVantagei,, our knowledge, boWevjer 
difficult to acquire, however confined, uncertain, 
and partial, how little foever it may be applaud- 
ed, contributes to our felicity. Even in this 
life, there \i an extreme difference between a"* 
lenrned abd an illiterate man ; between him, 

'ivhofe knowledge of languages enables him (fp to 
fpeak) io converfe with people of all hatlonis, anii 

*of 'Ml ages, and him, who can only converfe with 
his own contemporary countrymen .; between 
fetm, whofe knowledge of hiftory enables him to 
diftinguifh the fuccefsful from the hazardous, aiad 
to profit by the vices and the virtues of his pre- 
deceffors,' and him, who falls every day iiito mif- 

. takes inseparably from the ^aht of experience; 
betiY<sen him, whofe own underflanding weighs 
, Vii in the balance of truth, and hio), who every 
moment needs a guide to condud him. Even in 
this life, a man coHe^ed within himlelf, fcquef- 
tcred from the, reft of. mankind, fcparated from 
an interco.urfe with all the living, deprived of all 
that coivftitutes the bljfs of fociety, entombed, if 
^tbe expreffion ^ay be allowed, in a folitary qlof- 
ct, or in a dufty, library, fuch a man. .enjoys ao 
innopent plcafure, more fat«s»fa£lory and refined 
-than thatj which places of diverfiontbe moft fre^ 
fluentcd* and fights the inoft foperb, can afford, 
^ But 



#> 



But if, even in this Tife, learning and KnowT- 

"i8ge Have foSiVueK influence aver ^ur, liappiricu,. 

"^Vhat fti all we e njoy, w hen our' fbulk tliafi oe treed 

iVom UielrllaVery'to thfe fenies ?/ \Vliaty whea 

"we are permitted to indulge to the otrooft the 

pleafing tfcGre. of triowing r What feli'dtyr 

when 6od {hall unfold to our Von tempi at loh that 

J t>6uTid1efs extent of truth and ,l;BoWledge, WhijSb 

'TiiS iiitcltigeric'e revoVves ! \viiat tappVhefs \yi)l 

*^accompahy bur certain knovrTfeSgc^or the nature, 

the perfedt Idas, and the pur]3ofes,or06cl ! What 

plcaui're vv ill. attend bur difcovcry of the^proTouiid 

'Avifdom, the perfect ^liltyj^ and tte^^xa^ fi.ttielk 

^of thdrc 'events, whicli bfVci} rjrprifed arid cSenil- 

ed'iis I' Above all, what fublime dcl4ght niuft 

"^fr,e enjoy, when we find ctif own iniJerefl: ebri- 

**ffe^»ed witircverv truth,, and" all fcrve to den)<>n-' 




rndpmnJfy US "for^tlie Cpal 
Ibfs of It I' If We have had Vhe unhappmefs to 
ItSfe; h, c/a^hl any. th'lng, to be accounted too 
^reat to be given for its fee o very ? Ana is not 
tfrls e^pifeffion of j^lus C'hVift^.in' this •yieAV of ;J, 
■ftfll of meaning, and tr'iith, W'lat stall a rna» 
'^te in 'exchange fo^^ his soul ? ' . 

; Wh^t we ha^e affir»T^€^d'btft6firft;pfoj^^^^^ 
'd«r fbuts, that U is in'finiter\^ ca'|>ab'Ie '6f con'trib'- 
'btihg tb"oilr l^pytnefe, al'though \Ve cfl^ 'tteV^r 
%lly,cbmprehbrtd it brt eanh, We £ffi>W of H^ftls- 
liJihey.t^b propci^tVes, volVtiorS atidTehf^brllty/ 
^, tfa^'pferfe^ion of tlieWill tbhfffls in a'perft^'A 
tifarttlony bctwecb tlie holinefs and ^tHfe pkmtiWfc 
^f<Wrdetires. /l^.^w, •to'%\1r4V/dirg'rec fbfe^er**x^c 
•^aYiY'bbr hbllbtfs'bn t^aVtlr;' it IS '^ftvaiys mislea . 
^k% i.hiperfedibjt, Aii<J, as' ottr tiotjn^fs ik fm- 
yerfed, otfr *'iTJbyitferftfe bldlV b«e Tb too*' MwK. 
over, as j^hbvidencc^'illelf'fbMI bftbii tc^. gr'^Hfy 
aOL irrcgtiht • wiij«, Ve idamrot' 'ni^ell tbfljf|i?^i'iia 

ihc 



tlie QuTery of lofipg the fouJ in thi» re&e^*. Bat 
judge ioi this.lars, (and let one refleclion, lymce^^ 
orf tbrs article^" judge' b/ t'hili loft by i'his confid- ' 
oration. In that ecdnonw, into which x)ui; fouli,^ 
mufl*^ enter, the' Being, the moft'rffentially hofy, 
I nican Go'd,' is the nioft perfeAly happy ; aiwl^' 
thfe ihbft obrtioat6K» wiclkcd beipg is the nidt ^ 
cotiipletely inVfe fable, ''/'■' ' 

'In lilcc mahner, vf6 ^cannot welL con)prebettd_ 
to what degree tW, prbpcrty of onr foul s,^ that . 
renders OS fufjceptible o^ lenfatJohs', ican be carri- 
ed*.^' How miferabie foeyer the' (late of a itian^ 
-expofed to heavy alfl'iiiiOnaoAc earth, may be, .a 
thiufand caufei leiTen the. weight ot them. Sbrae- 
tirties" VeaCoti 'affifts the**iufirer, and fometiines . 



ID^' ili^* ; 'fhe Jame fei^e^ions may be ipade on/ 
fenfaiibrt^'Vf pleafure" ^ wSitfa are always mi^e^^ 
fufffejided, and interrupted* ' ' ' ^ 

NcfVcrthJl^fsf the exj)ei:iet^ee lye liave of piir , 
ferttibility 6n eafth,' is fuffiyjent to giVe Us foro^ . 
juft 'npiion.s of, the grcathet^of that lofs, whicli 
a fbiil ib'ay fiiftain in this rcfpc^ ; nor is there , 
any need to arobze our imjaginations by images / 
^f *an economy, pf which i^e hjivc no idea. 

The moid dejir^ired;i6? mahfanaj t.hey, who are ., 
ilaves to th'eir fenfef, may. comprehend the .great., 
inifery of a ftate, in which the fenfcs W4II \^t ,t6r-» . 
inchted, even^ bctteir than a believer can, who 
ufuafly ftodics to diminifhthe iiuthbrjty of fenfe, 
and to free his foul from its lawlefs fway. 

Judge ye, then, of the lofs of the foul, ye . 
fenfual minds;, by thVi fingle confideration, if you 
baye been infcnfible to all the reih When we,. 
endeavoured to convince you of the greatnefs of 
this lofs, by urging the privs^tioh of that. know!- ; 
edge, whii^h the eleft enjoy nov, and which they 
hopc^ to^ enjoy h€fcafter, jou jvCfC ii;ot;iiFeaed ^^ 
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II. The inimar<4/i^of a £bfiIeCQit(ia<tutes iu 
flfgrtity,'i'ftdit?s^'endliefi duration 4s a ^foiiice of 
dcmoiiftrat'iQtis in favodr of'tb^'propofitlon ift the ^ 
tdXt/ ThU dignity is incoiwfsftiblc^ The prid-'* 
ci'plc of thd immortatity of the fouf, fronf which '■ 
wfc reafofl, is undeniafite. ' Twb fdppolitions Aiy - 
fetto, at firft fightj to weaken the cvidcnca of' 
the immortaKty of tbefotil. Firft, the clofe ' 
union of the foul to the body feeins unfavourable 
to the do^rihe of its ifnihoftality, and to predt€t 
its difTolutloii with the body. But this fnppdfi- ' 
tionj metliinksj vaftHlietb, when ' we confi3cr 
what a difproportioo there is between the proper- 
ties of the foul and tbofd of the body. This dif- 
proportion proves^ that they arc two diftinft fub* 
flanees. The -fcparation of two dillihift fub* 
fiances, makes indeed fotne change in the' tnanncr 
of their exifting j but it ;can make none really 
in their exiftcncc. - 

But, whatever advantages we may derive from 
this re a ion ing, I freely acknowledge, that this, ' 
of all philofophica! arguments for the immortali- 
ty -of the foul, th6 leaft of any rfffeifts itie/ "The \ 
great qucftion, ontbis articFe, is not wbat we '"' 
thibk of our iouls, when we confidef them in *' 
themfelves, independently on God, whofe^rantp- ' 
otence furrounds and governs them. Could _an 
infidel demonftrate, againft us, that the humati 
foul is material, and that tberefore it miif^ pertflr 
witb the body ]; could we, on the contrary, dem- 
onftrate, againft* hiinvtlva^ the fool is iramaterraf, '. 
and that therefore it is not fubjeiSl to laws of 
mattery and muft- furvive the de|lruftion of the ' 
body; neither lide, in my opinion, would gain 
any thing cohfidcrable- The principal queftiob, 
that, which alone ought to determine our notions 
on this article, would rremain unexamined ; that 
is,, whether God wiH employ his |>owei**6vcr oiir ' 
fouk to -perpetuate or to deftroy- fhem.' !Fpr,^ 
(CoiiW «Q. infidel prave, tbat-Goiwx^uId-'iJmpfoy"- 

his 
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J^p&wer tpanoibiUlte/Pii^r ft^uls, in va^in fliould 
yre hi#re deiiM^ftiat^ that they were naturally 
immortal > f^r . we . (hoiild > be obliged to own> 
tbat they aroAMKtal in refped of t^e will of that 
God, whof^^ romnipoteoce rules them. In like 
maniicfy.iif we c^od Id prove to an uobdieyer, that 
God would employ his power to preferve them in 
f^eruikl exidence, in vain would be have demon- 
ftrated, tbatconfidered. in themfelves they are 
IBortal ;.apd he., would be obliged in his turn to 
l^low that honwi fdoh are iuimorti^ in virtue of 
the rup|:eme power *of God. NoW| my brethren, 
th&fuppoiition,- that God will employ his power 
to.aeaiihilate'our fo^lsj'Will entirely difoppear, if 
yipu attend to the well-known and familiar argu<- 
ment of the connexion between the immortality 
of the fqul, and thai defire of immortality whic^ 
tjte Creator, hath. imparted to it; Wbat ean wa 
reply to a m^i^ who reajEbna.itf this manner ? 
v..Iiind myfelf. ii^ a world, whete all things de* 
<jare -the pf rfe^i^na.^tHe Creator. The more 
Jt^confider ciU tbe^ parta, the more X* admire the 
fiuuiek of each^to^anfwer the end of him who 
created them aUf Among a»omberleQi^ produc- 
tions, perfedlly cofrefpondent to<ihetrde(liiletion, 
I-End only one beings whofc condition dotb- not 
ieem to agree with that maijelloue order, wfaitb 
I;'have obferved in all the feC^ . This being is 
my own foqiv And what iVthis {oxtl pf nnne ? 
Is it fire? Is it air? Is it ethereal ro'Aticr ? 
Under whatever notions I confider.it, ]( am at a 
loTs to define it* • However, notwithdanding this 
obfeorhyj I do perceive enough of its nature to 
convince me of a great difproportion between the 
preferit Aale of my fool, and that end for which 
its Creator feems to have formed it. This foul, 
I^know, I feel, (and, of all arguments, there are 
none more convincing than tboiV that are taken 
from fcntiment) this foul i&a being eagerly bent 
oa the eDJoyment ofa ihapp^niiTs infinite in ite 

dor^ob. 
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iurartion. Should zny one offer me a (Ute ^f 
pert'efl bappinefs, tharir woiiM totitkmt ten ^ou^- 
fand years, an afRMnblagie e^ reptitiktfon and rich- 
«s, grandeur and miigni&tence,' pcrliafs, daszkdl 
wub its glarf, 1 niigbl cede wy p^etenfions in 
tonfideration af this enjoyment. Bat) after allv 
I iMy perceiye, that this- felieityr h&w long, and 
how perfcit fbevcr it might be, wOteld be inade- 
quate to my wifliesr Ten thotifand years arc to6 
few to grj»tify my de&res ; my dcfires leap the 
bounds of a41 &xed periods of dutatiofly and roli 
along a boondfofs eternity* What i» not eternal 
is unequal to my wifhes^ eternity only can fai^* 
fy them. 

Such is my foulr Bot where h it locked'? 
Its place IS the ground of my a(koni(hmem« 
This foul^ th»s fubje€k of To many detires, inhab- 
its a world of vanity and nothingnefs. Whether 
I cUmb the higbeft eminencet, or pry into the 
(Irepeft indigence, I can difc over no objt£t capa- 
, hte of fining my eapaOiotis defires* I afcend the 
thrones of (overeigns, I defcend into the beggar'y 
duft ; I walk the t>alaces of princes, I lodge in 
the peafant's cabin 5 I retire into the clofet to be 
wife, I avoid recollection, cbodfe ignorance* and 
increafe the crowd of idiots ; I live in folitodei 
I rofli into the focial tnvlt'ftnde y but l^trf 
wJiere I find a rocrtrfving vgid* \'^ ^\\ ^htTc 

i ~u nappy, through the defire of feeing 

«ew objeAs, than fatisiied with the cnjoymcnJ^ 
of what I poffefs. At moiii I experiei^.^e noth- 
ing in all thefe pleafu/^s, %yhich my concupifc. 
QE^^^cf. CJukigllcs,^ but a ipcan of rendering my. 
eoudUion tolerable, nojt % raean of making it^ 
p^rie£ily happy* ^ 

. How can I reconcile thefe thiiJgs.? How c^a 
I snake the Creator agr^c with Wmfelf I There 
is one way of doing this, f fingulari^ but a, ^er- : 
t*is, w.ay I a. yf^y.i tl^t folv.es allidifl^cuhifs, »n4. 

QOTicrs 
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C9vei% fhficblity with ^confttfioo ; a way, tl^at 
teikcheth me wl!acJ.4at> whence I. came, and for 
what my Creator bath defigncd roe. Although > 
God bath placed 'loeuiY^^tiiia.world, y^l he'dc^h 
not defign tq Limit, ;niy4po»^K£ifi: to. it; thpugh. 
he bath mixed me^ltb there ammais^yft h^ dotK 
not intend to con fionnd -me ^^y9 itfe? them . i thougd 
be hath lodged my ^oal in a £rail peri(hable bod|rr 
yet be doth not tntan to involve it in the diiTplu^ 
tipn of this frame, Wtthiout- fuppofing. imm^r*^ 
ta1ity,vthat9< which confliiutes the.> dignity i^ii' 
man,- makes his miSefyu T befe defi res of i mmor^ 
tal duration,-^^hts faculty of thinking and t^e)£l« 
itig) ^f exp^^idi»g- and perpetuating 4b«; mind ; 
this ^t^riority <^ «foEDl) that feeing to elciivaie, 
mankind- above beafts^j^ailoally place the beaft 
above the man, and £11 him with tbefe. bitter sen. 
il4t^ion8 full qS morti£catlon< and pain* Ye 
crawling reptiles 1 .ye beafis of the fi^ld I .deAi* 
tBte of inteUigence and reafoii.l if.^my foul, bci^ 
not immortal, I -eavy.yaur condition* Cooie&t. 
with yonrown organs,. pie^tCed with ranging the 
fields and hrowfihg the- herbage, yow ,defirca 
need no reflraint ; for all your Aiilbes aiie fully 
fatlsfied. While I^ abounding oi\ the one hand 
%vtth infatiable deli res,, and .on the other confined 
amidft 'vain and •uafatis&^ory obje£ts, I am on 
this account unhappy I ... , . ' . 

We repeat theff philofopbtcal re^fontngSy my 
brethren, only for the f*tee of convincing. yau^ 
that we a^e in poffeSion of immeole advantages 
over Sceptics in thii-dii^ute. On the principles 
of ^n unbeliever, you fccy were bis notipn of rcv- 
eKtion well-grounded ; were the .-fac^ed. book, ini 
which fo'Wany charaders of. truth (bine, an hu* 
man- prod u£^ion ; ,were a reafonable. man jobliged* 
to admit 'no ether |>^apo(itionr than ^thofe, which- 
bave beeri allowed aifr the tribunal t>f right ma^*. 
fon ; yel^ we fay more, we*« ^or ^ouk nraf enaV 
we oug|)t> oti the fajsfpofitions bdfere /mcnti^ncd^ 
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to admit the immortatity ot tlie foiil^ks tliall?coti« 
formable to out- bdl myu9QS'of{th«'w«4L'of aur- 
"Creator, ^ . - : 

But, wben we are ihas con'rttijged'of oai^ im*' 
inortaHty, need we lany new argotnent* tit- d^mpn- 
flra^te the proportion tncIodedAn the tt^x/Wbat 
^bali a man giv^ in tnchange frr bis soul ? 
Moil fubjedls may be made to appe»r with great- 
er or left dignity, acoording to the greater oc 
f mailer degree of imporrtancey' ia which the 
preacher peaces it** Forapiouf eaLpref&oA^, bold r 
figures, lively ^niages^ orD»menC4 ot ek>^|i«iice^ 
tviky often A^pply a want df digni^^ in the-fubje^ 
diftulFed, or a wane of propei^ difpoCttions in a»^ 
ditot^Si who attend the difcofiioo ol^it. But, io*^ 
my opiniony evci^y attempt to give importance to>. 
a motive taken ^om eternicyi i« more Ukely- to 
enfeeble the do<flriAe tham to inv%oriKe it»- Mo- 
tives of this -kind are felf«fnfikiei>t. Defcrip^on^- 
the mod (lofiple, and- the moil natural, that cao 
]>e made, are always, I-tbrnk, the moft pathetic,.. 
and the mofl terrifying ;- nor can I fkid- an ex- 
pref&on, on thl^ article, more elo(|tient and raore^ 
emphatical than this of Stw Paul, Tbe things 
^hicb are scen^ are temporal ;. but the things ~ 
wbicb are not seen^ ere eternal^ 3.Cor» iv« 1^.. 
Were the poiTcflion of the whole world the price 
you aik, in exchange for yowr souls i'^ftrt tb* 
whole world free from thoie eharadiers of vanity^ 
which open fuch a boundlefs Held to onr r«ftec* 
tiona ; would there not always be this-difpropcN'''^ 
'«ttm betwieen a perifhmg world and. a fool afpir*^ 
ing at felif ity, that the world would end and the , 
foul would never die ? 

ll^Death pats an end to the moft fpeciouc titles,, 
to the rooft dazzling grandeni^ and to t,be mo(i 
delicious life ; and the thought of this period of 
liuman glory reminds .me of the inemorable a^ioa 
of a prince, who, although he Vf2& a heatbeo, 
wta wiftf (has fliaiiy chriftiaiis I I mean tht^xt^K^ 

Saladia*. 



The Worth tfiU Souf. ' 135^ 

<Sab4in« Afur he had fubdped Egypt} paiTed 
the Euphrates and con(|ueirbd cities ivitbout 
tiamber^ after be had retaken jf^rufaleni) dnd 
performed ,!^}Lplo\U more than human,' in thofe; 
"nzfh which foperftitioti^ had ilifred up for the'' 
recovery of the holy land ; he £niAed hii life in' 
thfi performance ol an a^ibn, that ought to be • 
tranfmltted to the rooft^ diftant pofterity^; A .nlo-> - 
inent before he uttered hia laft dgh,^ he:calkd'the' 
lierald, ivho had carriedThis banxferbtlere him ip* 
all his battl'es,^ he comiDanded' him t0 fJHen to' 
the top of 4 laptce, the fhroudi f« which the dy-- 
tng prince was Cboa to be btui'ed'* Go^ .&id ficy 
carry this la^aicei unfurl thia b&nirer, %Mi^ while' 
you .lift up this ftandard, proctiimi TSlfij tHIs is' 
4tUj that remains to Saladtn' tht grcat^ the con* '' 
querar and the king of tbe etipiti^ of all his glo^- 
ry.*. Chriftians I I perform' t6«da]f the office 6i^ 
this herald. I faden to the top of a fpear, (en-- 
Tual s(od intellc^ual pleafdresy woridI]p riches, ^ 
and human honours* All thefe t reduce to the* 
piece of crape, in which you will ftiortly fae burr- 
ed. This ftandard of death I lift u{r in your' 
fight, and I cry, This^ tht& ia all, ^bat will re- 
main to you, ef the pofTciBLOB? for which you ex^ 
changed your fouls* Are fuch potTeiSons too 
great to be given in excbange^fbr fbch a fool ? 
Can the idea ojt their perr(hing nature prevail* 
oyer the idea of the immortality^ of the foul ? 
'And do you not feel the truth df the text, WJiait' 
shall a matii a rational man, a man^ Who is capa- 
ble of comparing eternity with time, what (halt 
fuch a man give in excBange for Kis'soul ? 

Finally, we make a refie£lioB of another kind,' 
to convince you of the dignity of your fouls, an^ 
to perfuade you, that nothing can be too va!\MU 
ble to be giveif lip exchange for them* This is 
taken from the aftonifhing works, tha(t God hatk- 

'performed 

* Maimh. Hid. des Crolfiuies, £ib« vi. p. 572' de 
•Edit, m 4» • 
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performed in their fayour.v-W'e will confine ovrr^ 
filVci to one, s^ti'pU,: ta (he ihfffimabld'prjce,, 
tfiiai -God featl} fevyen^ fo^ the redtttijrtb'd lyf' thcj^rri^ 
I|ear.,th€fe Wf^s.of ^^!\«^ j^o^jf. .IcripfSf^cs,* f^iWh^- 
bought '%vUh'/a pfjce^ \Xc't»irc^rtdttriied. from 
vour ^^in conversatio^M not . with * cor ruptlbh 
tb}^s^,.as4U?\crqndj^olcL;J>ut wttb tbe precious 
hhpfi.^ojI'Clir^st^ l.C^OE. vu ^0. 1 Peti i. 18- 

.Som^' 9^79)1, pefh^p*!^ ipay fay-, as -the Ijtpits 
•I'.a feriiiipn will not allow us to* Tpcak" of more 
thaw OB^ joi the wondrous- works of .God in fa- 
vt^Otf .pKimmortal-rouU, we -ougtjt, a^^ rtalt, to- 
cjiopff tajfiL- wHiclft IS moft irfcejy ,to aifife^ an an* 
djcn^cfj/ajjo not ^o djW6l\^ an a fubje£t, whkh^ 
b^ving.^^een fo p^t:^H,rcpcated, will mafc* only 
flight jn^p^jcm^ their tnindi..^ Pf rhap^, were 
vt^ lb 'ipforoT yoii, ,^hat^ in ^rdcr to fkT^ your 
fouls, God had /ub verted formerly all the laws of 
njiture, or^tJiQ^ufe the language of «-pro|>het, that 
he..bad\y-&f^tf?i.,l/w It^^vens-aneLthe caHb^ the sea 
ancixic 4^ uinf^ ?'^ 6*; perhaps, were we 

to .tell y^Uy. th^tjja order, to, favc your fouls, 
(jOcI dfi fr r r ed ; the e o jf * o f^ t he^ world , a nd put off 
th^.Jafi vitifli.tu.deisVftiiit\^re to/pot a period to 
the duration, of. tt^is wuvcrrc^ "that, afccording to 
St. iPeter, the Lfrd Islong-syiffeHng t9 us-ward^ 
2, Pft.. iii. ,9*.' i^erbaps, wjErC; we ,to afljrm, that, 
in order ta iavc oqrfguls*, he ivill come one day- 
Gfl thf cloup^.^f feavch^ tit^ipgjoh a tbrone, for- 
rouwJeiiwitb glorious ange.Is/ accon^panieSi witt 
myriads of^ f&Q at i!>g; voices, to, deliver them with 
the greater .ppinpi and,|To ;fave them With more 
fpiendoar. ; perhaps, by relating all thefe mighty 
'wtorks^donie fpro(ur fouls, we laight exeite in you 
i3paf'ot' their "dignity, more lively than that, 
^hich ye have.chofcn, and to wliich we intend 
tpconfindogr attention. But, furmount, i^you' 
can, y.o«r cu,ftQmary indolence, and form an a'dc-' 
miate idea of the dignity of the faerifice of Jef«s 
Chrift, in irdtr xkt better ti jti^ge bt tfct^ifgni'ty, 

•• • of'/ 
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df tbofe fouls, %f which his hlood was the 
price. 

Goj learn it 'in Koaven. Behold the Deity. 
Approach his throoe* Obferve the * thousand 
thousands fkinistering unto biruy ten t'bousan4 
times (en thousand standing before bim^ Dan*. 
vii. 10. See his eyes fparkling with firci and his 
tnajeily and glory filling his fandtuary^ and, by 
the dtgritty of the vlditn facriEced, judge of the 
value of the facrifice* 

Go, fludy it in all the economiesi that prece^* 
ed Vhis facrifice* 'Obferve. the types, which pre* 
figured It'; thelhadows, that traced it out ; th& 
ceremonies, which ^pl^ed it ; and, by the poinp^ 
of the preparations, judge of the dignity of thct 
fubftahce prepared. 

Go, learn tt on mount Calvary. Behold the 
wrath, that fell on the head of Jeius Chrift. Be-^ 
lio)d his^ blood pobriiig'tout upon the earth, ancl 
hini, yoilr Sayioiir, drinking the bitter cup o{^ 
divine difpleafare. See his bands and his feet, 
ikailed to the crofs, and his whole body one great 
wound \ obferve the nnbrtdled populace foaminjg^ 
with rage around the- crbfs, and glutting their 
favage fouls with his barbarous fufierings ; and|, 
by the horror of the caufes that contributed to 
his death, judge t^f the death jtfelf. . 

Go to the infidel, and let him teach you ihcL 
dignity of the'facrifiqe of Chrift* Remember, oa 
this account he attacks chriftianity, and be hat K 
fome fcew oF rcaCon for doing fo ; for if this re- 
ligion may be attacked on any fide, with the leaft 
hppe of fuccefs, it it on this. The truths of the 
chriftian religion arc iBConteftlble ; but if there 
be any one article of the gofppl, which requirca 
an entire docility of mind, an abfolote fubaiif* 
fioiroif heart,, a {crfcft deference to God, who. 
fpeaks, it is the article oT the facn&ce of the 
crofs.* Weigh the objeaions, and by the great- 
ncfs of the difficulties iudgc of the dignity of the. 
myftcry. Rccotlcdt^ 



Rccoflcdlv cl^rillian J God thought fit tore-- 
quire ^;thc ^Ic^pfrhis Son fOr jJ|^c^re4?ipptioa of' 
our fouls. Thefe fools mu{(ji>^e )>i5cn.,vcr^ 
fious in the fight ; of. Qedj- frac^, he Kcdecp3c4 
thenrf'at a pfke fp imcnenre.v Tfie raifery into 
wl^ich t)icy were liable to be plunged, muft^havc 
be^en extremely- terrible> .fiiice Q.od thought prop- 
er to make fuch great e^pru. ^^iavc tbe\n froai 
iV/ The felicity, joI which they, are cap,ablejj?tn(l 
tp which thjc L<?r<iintenda.tae(^yate th,e0>^iguft 
be in^^nJtely valuable,^ frnce it cofi.* Wp fo, naiich 
to bring thero to \u'; For what ,}n.t hie uiMver^ »? 
of eqaa! valve with' tSq blood,^f the.SoD of Govl.? 
Difappear, kU ye oUicrroiraclcs, .WjPUgb.^ ^-^'r. 
^oiir of our foul? I ye aftoniihing prodigije;S| tiwi^ 
confirmed the gofpel J thop,- dejay. of;thc,c^n- 



c^rbfih .ihinc's ,y^u 'all into' darkhpifs and fbidr^^ ' 
This fflbrious light makes. your^glmitncriM:. van- - 
im ; ana after my imagi|i9tioa is filkd wi^h the 
tfemendbus diffni^y of,' Vms racrific'eV I -ian fee 
nothing Rreatbelide,' But, ,if God, if this jufl 
a^praifer of things, hath efl'iniated' our^ fouls at'; 
Inch a rate, fhall we fel a low price on them? 
If Jic hathtrive'i fo iiiucli fbV.t'henir do we iraa- - 
gine we can give too oioch^fbr tl^fem ? * If, for.> 
their redemption^ hfe hath faeViSced the moll vaV; 
uable perfon in heaven, Ao ^^we ihiagine tl^^fe isr- 
any thihg^uppn- eartU't^^o' great- to give up for*: ^ 

them V /;■ ... ;^ ■'""/"'. 

No, no,.rny brethren ! afler wiat we have, 
heard, we ought to believe, tfiat -jtVierc is no ftiad- 
oV of exaggeration inil'iis excla^mationr of Jefui'' 
Ghrift; mat is h man 'ptdjlted, i^'ke'^b]ilijiii%^ 
the whdle wrld and lose (tis owrf svut? i dof 
not certainly know what bur Saviour sp^ant to 
fay J whether helintended to fpeak of a.many 
Wko fcoold gain tie whole ^rldy an'd infiantly • 
' lose 



T^mWif^ 





iosc his soul 4 or of qneV vboi%&a6!tl not /^Jtf <&^ 
;^aul nil long after be liad i'braincd iJbe vjbole' 
fi^d/'/flf, and ha J reigned over it tbrouig,ii the courfc \ 
of a long life. ' But'^I^do know,' that the words i 
arc, trud, even in the hioff exicnfive Terife. -Sup^' 
pofe a'man, who Ihould hot oiily enjor unUrerfal 
empire for one Wliole age«' Wt-for a period .equal 
to the dur;ition of the [world itfclf; the propofi-T 
tibn, that is impliecl inthe words of jcfi^s Chrift,* 
is applicable to him'* Such 'a' (oul as we have^ 
defcribed, a foul fo excellent in its haturet fo ci;« . 
tetaifive in its duration^ fo 'precious through its* 
redemption ; a foul capable ofact^uiring fo iiiuch ' 
knowledge, of conceivinjg^ fo many dclires, of ex- 
periencing fo much remorfcj of .feeling fb many 
pleafurfs and pains ; a TquIi that ^u(l fubfift be- ' 
yond air time, and perpetuate it felf to eternity j 
a foul redeemed by the blood of the Son ofGod; 
a foul fo valbable oq^^ht to be preferred before all 

:xcJ 

foiil ? Or,Vwbat (hall a man give in exchange for 
his foul V* 

However, my brethren, we are willing to ac- 
knowledge, were we in the cafe fuppofed by Je- 
fus Chrifl. ; were it in our power to gain the 
whole world by lofiag our own fouls ; or, being 
actually oniverfal mdnarchs, were fre obliged to 
facrifice thi^ ^(l empire to. recover our fouls al- 
ready lofl ; were we, ■ being fmittcn with the 
fpl^tidid offer, or being alarmed at the immenfe. 
price of bor purchafe, to prefer the whole world 
before our own fouls ; we might then, if not ex- 
culpate our cortdudt, yet at lead give a little col- 
our to It ; if we could not gain our caufe, we 
might however plead it with fome (hew of rca- 
fonl A reafon of (late, a political motive, as 
that of goverbihg a whole univerfe, would natu- 
rally have forad.infiueHCc over us. The titles of 

• Sovereign, 



»* 



4^^e The wirth 4/ iht iSdd. 

Sovereign, Monarcb^' EiDperOTf wpolo naturally' 
H^harm little fouls^ like ours* SwDptuous palaces^ 
Superb equipages, a crowd of devoted courtiers, 
bowing and criDging before us, and all that exte- 
rior grsuideur whkb environs the princes of the 
-earth, would naturaltjr fafcinate Cuch feeble eyes, 
-'^nd infatuate fuch puerile ioii^gibations. as ours. 
:l repeat it 9gain, could we obtain the govern* 
'ment 6f the universe by the Tale of our fouls, t£ 
we could oot jutlily bur condu^, we, might esE- 
^tenuate the guilt df it ; and although we could 
^zidt'gaia our caufe, we might at lead j>iead it 
with fome (hew of reafon. 

But is this ourcafc ? Is it in ^ur -power to 
;:gain the vibole "world ? Is this the price, at 
which wc fell our 'fouls? X) fliame of humait 
'parture It) nicannefs of foiil, more proper to 
"Confound as, than any thing elfe, with which we 
can be reproached 1 ^This intelligent foul, this 
immortal foul, this foul ^hich has been thougtit 
-worthy of redemption by the blood of the Saviour 
of the world, this foul we often part with for 
noOiingj.and for'lefs than nothing! In our con- 
dition, placed as mod of us are, in a (late of me- 
diocrity^ when b^'diinpation and indolence, by 
inju'ftlce and iniquity, by malice and obflinacy, 
wc (hall have procured from vice all the rewards 
that we can expe£t, what (hall we have. gained? 
Cities ? Provinces ? Kingdoms ? A long and 
prdfpcrous reign ? God bath not left thefe to 
our choice. . 'His love would not fuffer -him to 
expofe us to a temptation fo violent* Accord- 
ingly we put op our fouls at a lower price. Sec 
this old man, rather deVd tlian altve, bowit^g un« 
'Qer'his age, (looping down, and (lepping into the. 
grave ; at what price doea "he CKcliange his foul I 
•fit the price of a few days of a dyinfelife ; a few . 
pleaTttres, f mothered under a pile of years, if I 
tnay fpeak fo, or l)uried under the ice of old age* 
T¥il officer in the army^ who thinks he alone 

undcrftands 
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underftands real grandeur ; at what rate does ke 
'valoe bis foul ? He lofes it for tbd fake of the 
faife glory of fwearing expertly, and o£ uniting 
blafphemy and politehefs. What does yon me* 
^baoLc get for his foul ? One acre of land, a 
•4;ottage bigger and lefs inconvenieot than that of 
•his neighbour. 

Unmanly wretches ! If we be bent on renounc- 
ing our dignity, Ic; us,' however, keep up fomc 
4ippearance of greatnefs* Sordid fouls I if we 
wtil relign our nobled pretenfions, let us do it, 
:faowever, in favour of fome other pretentions, that 
are reaK ^'BeallonKked, O ye heavens, at this ! 
and be ye horribly afraid ; for my people have 
xommitted two evils : they have forfaken me, 
the fountain of living staters, and have hewed 
them out cifterns, broken ciHerns, that can hold 
no water,** Jer* ii» J 2* Do you perceive, my 
brethren, the force of this complaint, which God 
anciently dttered over his people the Jews, and- 
which be now utters ov6r us ? Neither genius 
nor Erudition can explain it* Could they, yos 
laight perhaps underdand it. A certain eleva« 
tion, a certain dignity of foul, fingular fenti* 
ments of heart, ar« the only expoiitors of thefe 
^ffe^ing words. Therefore, \ fear, they are un- 
intelligible to moft of you. '^ Be aftonifhed, O 
^ye heavens, at this J and be ye horribly afraid .; 
for my people have com^nitted two «vils : they 
have forfaken me, tht ibuatain of living waters, 
..and hewed (hem out cifterns, broken ciflerns, 
that can hold no water.'' God loves us, he de* 
firea wediould lave him. He has done every 
thing to conciliate our efteem. For us he fenc 
his Sop into the world. For us he difarmed 
4eath» For as be opened an eafy path to a glo- 
rious -eternity. And all this, to render himfelf 
mafter of our hearts, and to engage us to return 
him love for love, life for life. We refill ail tbcfe 
;attraftives. we prefer other obieAs before him. 
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7^0 matter, he 'wthild ps^U this ingratitude, if the 
<)bje£^5, ¥rhich we pirfct^r b^crt hiro, were eap^ 
l)le of makings trs happy ; if| at leaQ, tfaey bore 
'any apparent propoHion to irhofe, which be offcF- 
eth to our hope^* But ^foat sirmffetb his dif* 
pleafure, what provokes his juft indignation, what 
rexcttes reproaches, that wouldxleftveeur hearts 
^fucidcr, 'were they capiable <#f feeling, is the van* 
•ity of the objc£^i, which we prefer before Wm. 
The fcul, in exchange for which the whole* world 
'Would' not be a ftifiicieot contideration, this foul 
^e often give for the aioft A)ean,< ihe mofl vile^ 
the moft contemptible part of the' world. "Oy/e 
'heavens! be aftbniflied at this, at tbis'beye bor- 
Tibly afraid; for my pAple have committed two 
'evils.: they have -for fa ken me, the fbuntain ef the 
living waters, and h^wed them out cifternsy bra* 
'ktn ciflerns, that can hold no wat'er«" 

But do we kooW^ ungrateful that we are, do 

'we know, that if the hai^dbefs of otfr htflrts prr* 

*^ent our fueling in particular th^ ^ergy of this 

'reproof, and in gjcneralthe evtdenoe of the ri^flcc- 

tions, that make the fubftance of tkis diftourfe 4 

do we know that ^ day will eoiae, when weihall 

tfeel them in all their ;force? Do we 4cnow, that 

there is now a- place, #here the truth of our text 

appears in i clear but a terrible light ? Yes, o^ 

brethren, this reflexion is perhaps eiTeittial to our 

'•difcoiirfe, this perbaps approaches neareft to the. 

jneanihg of Jefus Ghrifl ; perhaps Jefus Cfarii^, m 

thefc words. What shall a man give in txchange 

'for his send ? meant to inform us of the difj^od- 

tion of a man in defpair, who, immerfed in all 

* the miferies that can excruciate a foul, furprifed 

at having parted with fuch a foul at a price fo 

fmall, flricken with the enormous crime of lofirig 

[ it,- wifhes, but too late, to give every thing to 

ffcovcr it. 

Ideas, like thefe, we never propofc to you 
^itJiQUt reluctance. Motives of another kind 

ihould 
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fftoiild fuSlce for chndi.ans. Learn the worth oS> 
3^our fouls. Eater into the plao of your Creator, 
v^ho created them capable of eternal felicity ; and 
into that of your Redeemer^ who died to enable 
you t» arrive at it? Ags^inQ all the dec^itfur 
proinifes, which the world, the^flefh,and the devil, 
nfe to feduce you, o|3^o{b tbefe words of JeAjs^ 
Cbrift, What is a^ man- proJUed^ if be gain the 
n»b0h worlds and lose his ewn soul ? or, wbai 
shall a man gi^e in exchange for bis soul ? May 
^od infpire you with th<»fft noble fentiments ! 
1^0 Urn be hooour »ad glory for eTeK«— Ainen«^ 
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SERMON VI. 

^TffE BJRTH OF JESffS CHRIST. 

ISAtAH 1X^61 7. 

Vnto us a chifd is borny unto us a son is giten : 
and the government sbufl be upon bis shoulder / 
and his name shall be called^ Wonderfuly Conn* 
seildry The Mighty Gody The Evtrlasting Fa* 
therj The Prince of Peace. Of the increase 
fifh'iB government and peace there (hall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 
hingdom, to order it^ and to establish it^ with 
Judgment and with justice^ from henceforth 
even for ever.* 

I ANTICIPATE the feftlval, which the 
goodnefsi or rather the siagnificence of God| in- 
vites you to celebrate on Wednefday next* All 
mature feems to take part in the memorable event} 
which on that day we fball conaifiemorate) I mean 
the birth of the Saviour of the world* Hferod 
turns pale on his throne ; the devils tremble in 
hell ; the wife men of the «a(l fufpcnd all Hheir 
rpecBlations> and obferve no fign^in the firma- 
ment, except that which co^ufts them to the 
place where lies the incainate Word, God man' 
ifesit in the fleshy 1 Timt iii. 16. an angel from 
heaven is the herald of the a (ton i thing event, and 
tells the Shepherds, Behold I bring jou good tid- 
ings of great joy ^ which shall be to all people^ 
for unto you is born this day^ in the city of I)a» 
vid, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord, Luke 
ii. 10, !!• the multitude of the heavenly host CZ' 
gcrly defcend to congratulate men on the Word's 
alTuniption of mortal flefh, on his dwelling among 
rncHf in order to enable them to behold his glory, 
She^hry of the only begotten of the Father, full 
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•f grace and trutb^ John i. 14; they make* the 
»ir refoond wU|i thefe acclamations^ Glory to God 
iA tbe btgbesU 9^d ontartbpegcej good ivill to* 
49ard men^ Luke ii« 14* 

What tbiuk yJ5 ? Does this ftOival require no 
pirepaKitfon of you ?. Bo you imagine, that yoiL 
ibaIl;tDei9br#te it ^|i /ou ought} if you contemci 
y^Qjir^Ives whb attending, on a few difcourics^ 
durifg which) perhaps, while you are prefent in 
body) you may be abtent in fpirit ; or with laying, 
a(ide yoor tevsporal cares, and. your moid torbu-- 
knt pa0ionS) at the church-gates, in order to take 
them up agiiin, as foon as divine. ierv ice ends?. 
The king.fMei&aii b about to make his tnumpfaan^ 
entry an^ong you. With what pomp do tbe cbil^ 
dren of this worldt whp are wi>e, and, we may 
add, magoi£«ent $n tbfirgfneratf0tty Luke xvi. 8; 
celebrate tbe entries of iheir princes ? They 
ftrew tbe roads with Aowers, they raife triumphal 
arche5,.they exprefs their joy in (bouts of vidtory, 
and in fottgs of praile. Come, then, my breth* 
ren, let m c^-4ay prepare tlie way. of the Lordy, 
And make bis paih^ straigbt^ Mait. iii. S; let us 
be joyful togetber befori tbe Lord^ let us make a 
j^^ifyl noise before the Lord tbe Kingj for he cottUf 
eib to juige tbe e^rtb^ PV^L xcviii. 6, 9. or,. t(^ 
fpcak in a iab>e intell^tble, and in a more evan* 
gelical maiMicir» Come, ye miferable (inners, loads- 
«o with iUe ^nfuppert^ble burden of your fins ; 
'Coine, ye troubled cont^iaocrs, uneafy at the re* 
membfrance mi )Lou.r many idle words, many crirp- 
inal tbo^hts, many abominable actions \ come, 
ye poor tnorttls, itQjued with- tempests and not 
pdmforted, Ifa« Irv. li. condemned fl>i\ to bear 
Ac »nfirmiiie$ of.natjire, the caprices of fociety, 
srbe ▼iciiEt^idea of age, the turns of fortune, and 
llieiitbe borrofifi of death, and the frightful night 
^f the tomb ; (lome, behold 7'he Wpnderfui^ jQ&tf 
Counsellor^ Tbe^ Mlgbty God, Tbe Everlasting 
^Pafber^ 2be Prinze oflHace ; take him into your 

K 2 art&s^ 
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arms, learn to defire nothraj^ more, when yon 
pofTefs him. May God enal)t« each of you, In 
tranfpQrts of joy, to fay, Lord^ now lettest thmt 
thy sci-vant depart in peace^ for mine eyes bate 
seen thy salvation. A^men* 

You have heard the prophecyi on ^wbicji oar 
meditations in this drfcourfe iire Xa torn. <* Un* 
to us a'^child is born, unto us a fon is given ; and 
the government fhaH be upon hPs Ihoolder : and 
his name' (hall be ealled, Wonderful, Coiinfellory 
The Mighty God, The Everlafting Father,, The 
Prince of Peace. Of the increafe of his govern- 
ment and peace there Iliall be no end, upon the 
throne pf David, and upon his kingdom, to orders 
it, and to eftablifli it, with judgment and with 
jaftice, from henceforth even for ever." Tbefc 
^ords are aipre dazzling than clear : let us fix 
their true fneaning ; and, in order to afcertain 
that, let us divide this difcourfe into two parts, 

I, Let us explain the predi£tion. 

II. Let gs Ihew its accomplifhment. 

In the fird part, we will prove, that the proph^ 
et had. the Mciliah in view ; and, in the fecond, 
'that our Jefus had folly anfwered the deiign of 
the prophet, and hath accotnpliftied, in the mod 
jud and fttbliiue of all fenfes, th^ whole predic« 
tion : Unto us a sbild is horn^ and fo on. 

L Let us explain the prophet's predi^ion, and 
let us fix on the extraordinary child, to whom he 
%\\th the magnificent tUles in the text, indeed^ 
the grandeur of the titles fufiiciently determines 
the meaning of the prophet ; for to whom, ex- 
cept to the Mciliah, can thefe appellations be- 
long, The Wonderful^ The Counsellor^ Tbt mighty 
Godj The Prince of Peace^ Tbe everlasting Fa* 
tber ? This natural fenfc of the text> is fup-^ 
ported by the authority of an inCpired writer, ai^d 
what 18, if not of any great weight in point of 
argument, at leaft, very fmguiar as an hjAorical 
f^j it i« fupponcd by tikt authority of an a»« 

gel. 
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gtU The inrpired writeri whom we m«an, i& Su 
MattbeW) who manifeftly alludes to the words di 
the text, by qaoting thofe vrhich precede theniy 
which are coone6ted with them, and which he 
appltes to the times of tlye Mefiiab : for, haviaj^ 
related the imprifonment of John, and, in confi- 
quence of that, the retiring of Jcfos Chrift into 
GaUWe, he adds, that the divine Saviour came 
and dwelt in Capernaum^, which iV upon the sea^ 
coast J in the borders o/Zaduion and Nephthalirhr 
that it miglu be fulfilled which was spoken ^ 
Rsaias the prophet^ sayings The land of ZabU' 
ion^ and the land of Nepbthalimy by the way *af 
the seay beyond Jordan^ Galilee of the Gent He s\: 
the people which sat in darkness saw great light'; 
and to them which sat in the region and shadow 
of deaths light is sprung up^M^U. iv. 12, The 
angel, of whom I fpoke, is Gabriel ; who, when 
he declared to Mary the choice which God had 
made of her to be the mother of the Mefiiah, a^. 
plied to her Son the chara^ers, by which Ifaiah 
dcfcribes the child in the text, and paints him in 
the fame colours : Thou shalt conceive in thy 
womby and bring forth a son^ and shalt call his 
name Jesus* He shall be great, ' ajul shall Be 
called the Son of the Highest : and the Lord God 
shall give unto him, the throne of his father Da* 
vid. And he shall reign over the ho}tse ofja^ 
cob Jor ever : and of his kingdom there shall be no 
ends Luke i* 31, &c« 

• How conclufive foever tbefe proofs may appear 
in favor of the fenfp we have given of the propht* 
cy, they do not fatlsfy this intraAable age, which 
is always ready to embrace any thing that feema 
likel)c^to enervate the truths of religion, $in* 
cerky requires us to acknowledge, that although 
our prophecy is clear of itfelf^ yet there arifqth 
ioaie obfcurity from the order in which it is 
pliaced, and from its connexion lyith the fore- 
going acd following verf«% On each we wHl 

endeavor 
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endeavor to throw Tome ligbty and for tbis pur* 
jpofd, we will go back, and aoalyfe thi«> aud xl^- 
two preceding chapters* 

When Ilaiah delivered this propbec3r) Ahas^ 
^ reigned over the kingdom of jQda4i, and Pekab^., 
^be fon of Remaliab, over that of IfraeU. Yoa 
c^annot be ignorain of the mutual jealoufy of 
tbefe two kingdoms. There is often more hatred . 
between two parties, Drhofe Religion is almofl the 
lames than between tbofe whofe iJodrirres «rc m. 
dire& oppo&'cion. Bacb condders the other a« 
near the truih t. each is jealous Ic^ fhc other 
a^ Aould obtain it : and^^^lt is more likely that they, 

Irbo bold the elTentiaAruths of religion, (hould. 
furpafs others fooner than tbey, who raze the very 
'jbundations oVtty the former are greater objects 
of envy than tht latter. The kingdoms of Ifrael 
and Judab were often more envenomed agninil 
oyoe another than againft foreigners. This was 
the cafe in tbe i^igo of Abaz, king of Jadnh. 
I^ekab, king of Ifrael, to the fhanie of tbo ten^ 
tribes, dircovercd a difpc^Ttioo like that, which 
hath fometimcs made the chriftiaa world blufh ;^. 
I mean, that a'Frince, who woffhipped the true^ 
God« in order to dellroy bis brethren, made an al- 
liance w^iii an idolater.. He allied hin^felf to. 
Hczin, a pagan Prince, who reigned orer that- 
pArt of Syria, which conftituted the kingdom of 
Damafcus. The kingdom of Judab fa«d often 
yielded to ^he Sbraes of th^fe kings, even when 
each had feparatcly made war with it. lAcyvt 
they were united ; and intended jointly to fall 
on the Jews, and to overwhelm, rather than to 
beTiege Jerufalem. Accordingly, the conl^ema* 
tien was fo great in the holy city, that, the 
fcripturc fays, Tbe heart of Ah ax was m<r(fed^ 
0nd the heart of his people ^ as the trees oj tbjs^ 
wood are moved "with the wind^ Ifa. vii. 2» 

Although the kingdom of Judab had too well 
dciervcd the ptnlfhmcnu^ which threatened it ; 
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tnd although a thoufand outrages, with which the 
inhabitants hai infuhed the Majefty of heaven^ 
ieemed to guarantee their country to the enemy^^ 
yet God came to their afii (lance. He was 
touched, if not with the fincerity of their re* 
pentance, at lead with the ezcefs of tbiir niiferies« 
He commanded Ifaiah to encourage their hopes* 
He even promife^ them, not only that all the 
dtfigns of their enemies (hould be rendered abor* 
tive : but that the two confederate kingdoms^ 
within three score and Jive jearsj ven 8* (hQuld 
be entirely deftroyed. Moreover, be gave Aha« 
the choice of a fign to conTincc himfelf of the 
truth of the promife. Ahaz was one of the 
mod wicked kings, that ever fat on the throne o£^ 
Judah : folhat the fcripture could give no worfe 
charader of this prince, nor dedribe his perfe-u 
verance in £in more fully, than by faying, that 
he was always 4^a%J*^ He refofed to- choofe ^ 
fign, not becaufe he felt one of thofe noble eiuOf^ 
tions, which makes a man fubmit to the .tellimo« 
ny of God without any more proof of itt tKUth 
than the tellimony itfelf ; b«t becaufe he was 
inclined to infidelity and ingratitude, and, p.roba- . 
bly, becaufe he truded in his ally, the king of 
AiTyriat Notwithdanding his refufal, God gave 
htm Ggns, and informed him, that before the 
prophet^s two children, one of whom was already 
born, and the other would be born fhortly, (hould 
arrive at years of dlfcretion, the two confederate 
kings (hould retreat from Judea, and ihould be 
entirely dcftroyed. 

Of the £rd child, fee what the feventh chapter 
of the Revelations of our prophet fays. We are ' 
there told, that this fon of the prophet was 
named ShearjaChub, that is, the remnant sbulf 
return^ ver. 3. a name exprcillve of the meaning 

of 

* 2 Chron. x^cviit. %%, Ttn* is that king Abaz* £n^ 
Verfion. Ceitoit toujotira Ce roi Ackaz, ft* Idem ^ttk. 
rex Achaz, Jun. TreflKl. 
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•f the fign, which declared that the Jews fho«l4^ 
return from their rebeltions^ and that God woulc^ 
return ffom his an^cr.. The other child, tbcn nn--- 
born, ia mentioned in 'the eighth chapter) where' 
it is faid tfi^ propHctcsrs bare a-son^ vcr. 3. 

Gbd-comoanded the prophet to take the ^^ 
tbildy. and to carr/ brm to that pool, ov p»e«e of 
lirater, which was fbrmcd^by'the waters crf'Srlbahf 
which foppl led the (ll-eam known by tKename of 
Tbefulkr*s cvnditir^ C Kings xvtii. 17t and -which' 
was at the foot of the eaftern wall of Jerufalenn 
Tbepropbetwsfs ordered. to produce the child iir 
the pre fence of all the afffrighted people, and to 
fSiy to Xhtttiy Befdre tbU child sbali know to re* 
J^S€ tbeevil.i ancL choose tho goodi the land ib^cei^ 
thou abborre.stf shall hb firsakm of both htt^ 
kingi^ Ifa* vii. 16.; If'tht^ tranflattlw be rettfOi* 
ed, i^e/dmdf.fignififes the Id:|igdoni oflfrael^ and' 
that af Sffta^ fronr wti^h the enemy» came, md 
which, on account of their coming', the Jews alH' 
Morred: t ftloold rather render the words, fte 
hndjfir rffbUh-thouartafrAidi znA' h'f the l&tut' 
tsnd^rlhnd Jadha, wbicl^ was then in a very dan*- 
||[erous lUte. But . the- propheoy btgan tt> be ae* 
cbmpnflied' fft both (^nf<fi about a ye«r after II. 
war uitered.^ TiglatH Pilefer, king: of Aifyria^. 
fiotonly di'cW oS^the fbrcies of Rezin and-Pel^ah^ 
fVom the fiege of J^rufalem, but he drave tbet» 
alfo from their own countries. He firfl attacked^^ 
Damafdos^ Rezin quitted hi^ amended conqueft^ 
and returned to defend his capital, where be. was- 
ilain ; and all his pe«pte were carried into cap* 
tivity, 3. Kings xyi. 9. Tiglath Pilefer then 
roarchfidrnto the kingdom of Ifra^el, and vi^^oryi 
marched along with him at the head of bis army,. 
kChroiu V. 26; He f^ibdued the tribes of Reu.* 
llen.and''Gad,,and the half tribe of llfianafTeh, all' 
the inhabitants of^G^lilee,. and the tribe of Nephr 
thaHm, and carried them captives beyond £u- 
jiftratea; and fixty five years alteri tb£it is, Hxty 

five 
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C^ years after the.predid\ion,of the total ^rulh ef 
^he kingdom of Jfraeli^y the. prophet Amos, the 
^ro^hecy was'ful^Iled ty SalnianafTar, chap* viu 
^ll« ^acceording to the koguage of our prophet, 
within three sxrore and Jive yenr^ shall Ep'hraim 
./fedr^Aetifibatrit he not ape^le^ ISz.'Siu 8. Thus 
<was this prophecy accoinpliuied| before this child 
jsball Anew to refuse the evil^ and choose the goad^ 
ftbe Itmd^forwbdch tbmi art afraid ^ shall be for^ 
^aken ofhoth her kings* 

God detf r mined that the^frophet4id:ond chiM 
ffliouid alfo be a il;^ of ihc triitli of the fame 

probiife. He affored Ifaiah, *that b«for^ the 
<child, who fliould iliOrtly be boro, xould learn 

to artrculate t he 'firft fdmid s > whic h K^Hd^en W ere 
' taught to pronounte; *< before the 'ChikL -flioiiM 
vhave knowledge tovcry, M,y*fatbar, «nd my^rooth** 

er, the riches of Bamafcov ^^ ^^^ %^i^ ^ Sama- 
'ria/'thatiS) of the kingdom of Ifrael, "'ftouM 
*be takea^i^ay by theiking of Affyria," ch«p»^>viii« 
'A* This i« the ^fame promife cdoErmed by a 
^fecotid fign. Godlifually givetb more than one, 
^ when be.cofnfirmethr any vtry tiiterefting predic- 
' ti6R, as we fee in' the htftory of Pbaraobi and the 
.patriarch Jofeph, Gen;' xli. I , &c, 

.But} as iU the mercies that were bedowed on 

.'the Jewis from the time of Abraham, were ground* 

^ed. on the covenant| which God had made with 

Tthat patriarch) .their, comnyon father and head ^ 

or rather, as, Gnce the fal^, men ?couId expe^ 

• no favor of God but in virtue of the mediator of 

the church ; it is generally to be obferved in the 

^irophectes, that when God gave them a promife, 

bedire^ed their attention to^hla grand objei^* 

. Either the idea of the covenant, or the idea of 

the mediator, was a feal, which God put to his^ 

l>romife8, and a bartagaind the unbelief and dif« 

truft of his people. £v^ry thing might be e9&- 

{»e&ed frOBi a God; wbofc goodnefs was fo >!»&*, 

aitc, 
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.nitCf as to prepare fuch a noble viAim for tlie 
talvation of mankind. He^ who would confine 
"Satan in everlafting chainsf and vanqnifli fio and 
death, was folly able to delnrer his people irofls 
the incariions of Recin, and Pekarby the fon- of 
Remaliab. To temovc the pTeTent fears of the 
Jews, God remindj tliein q€ the wonders of hit 
love, which he liad premifed to diTplay in favor 
■of his church, in ages to «ome i and commands 
liis prophet to fay to them, «^ Ye trembliiig 
leaves of the wood, (haken with every wind, 
^)eace bc'to you ! Ye timorous Jews, ceafe your 
iears I. let^nor the greatnefs of this temporal do- 
4iverancet which I -aow promife you, excite your 
doubts!* <7od bath favors incomparably greater 
4tk ftore for you, they (hall be your gaarantees for 
<hofe, which yt are afraid to expe^. Ye are in 
'Cottvenant with God* Ye ^ave a right to exped)t 
tbofe 'difplays of hisJove in your favor which arc 
^leaft credible* ^ ^Remember the blessed seed, 
which be promifed to your anceftors, Gen* xxti« 
.^8* <* Behold 1 a virgin (hall conceive and bear 
.'t fon^-and ftiall'CaU hisi^amelromanuel,^' Ifa* vii« 
44* Tbe^pirit of prophecy, that animates me, 
%eoable6 sot to ptnetrate through ail the ages thnt 
Separate the present moment from that in wbidi 
the promife fhali be fulfilled* I fee the divine 
'^hild, my ^< faith is tbe fubdance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not feen," Heb*xi* i* 
and grounded on the word of that God, wba 
cbangeth twtf Mai* iii* 6. who ^' is sot a man^ 
that he fliould lie, neither the foa of'roan, that be 
(hould repent,*' Numb* iii* 19* I dare ipekk of 
a miracle, which will be wrought eight hundred 
years hence, as if it had been wrought to-dayy 
^< Unto us a child is born, unto us a fon is glv^ 
en, and the government (hall be upon his ifaouU 
der : arid his name fliall be called, Wonderfulp 
Coonfcllor, The mighty God, The everlaftin|^^ 
Father, The PitBce of Peace/* 
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Thiv, itif lrrettireti» U tfait pophet'f fc^ l» tte 

three cbuptert which w« have a«a]]rsd3, «nd pan- 

tioiitflf in th^ text. Bfikt) if »iif one of ^oo re« 

-cetve our expofition withoat mij Icither difeof- 

/&«% ^ Witt Afciy«(efr toore >dotAltt7 thsa inc re^ 

j^atr^y and he wdulil h€tf«i)rhif credality widMfOt 

^viog htl canviAiotw M^m efceo doth a eoau 

mantiitmr fiihiHtotse'^his owa opiotont fmr tboie of 

toii^^ttftber, afid bf fdr^riitg, If i ott^rhe ailovcA 

'to fpeak'fo, a aew Hevt> elude rhe difficahaes of 

that whtcb hi^ oog4tt'to esplain ? Let iitaft 

jttore- ingeooMiily; There^ «r^ tmo di&cuktety 

which aiitend out cbtoaieot ; otteiM a^part^ttlar^ 

the other ia a geiie^ail dtffictiltf. 

Th^: pa^ihuidr^ ^H&ctiltf h t\A%^ We haw 
fai^fed, ilbat^tbe vfdeatoiuft thlld^ fpokin of in 
oar idbctyjs thb ftime, of whom the iprophet ^ah% 
whei^'he faf ^, ** A virgio'fltaH concetire aaa heat 
-a foir, ami flMtll call ^iit tmiue imoianoe} :'* and 
that this cht!d is difierent "bom that, whom Ifaiah 
gave lor a iiga oC the prdfent temporpT de]i^r«» 
aoce, and of wh^m it ^is'fail^, ^« helbre the child 
- Ihalt kfiow totefofe the evit^^tid ehoofe the good, 
the land, that thOaahhorreft/lhaH he forfakenoC 
bdth her ktngs*^' This {oppo&i^ion does not fee« 
to agree with the text* ; read the foiliowtag wcr* 
fety whieh^e tikea 'fiio» the fhventh chapter* 
«< Btffaold ! a Tirgin Ihatl conc^e, imd hear a 
i^Ui add QkkW call' his name loraianoel : Hotter 
and hofiejr (hail he eatt that he mar know to re* 
Infe^e evily and cboofe the gohd. But before 
the ehild fiiall kffow toTafafexhe oyiI, aad ehoott 
th<6 good) the laod, that thou abhorred) (hall be 
forfaken df both her kings/' ver« U, 15, 16^ 
Do not tbelsft words» «< before tbe cfaihl ihatt 
hno# ta refhfc' the evil, and choofe the g:ood«v 
feem to belong to' the wbfdt which tmmed'itelf 
precede' themi << Behold 1 a virgin fhall coDceive» 
and bear a foa I*' Imnumuel^ theo, who was to 
he^ hern of t tirfffiy eould not be the Me&ah ; 

O tl» 
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,go9di JtiSca '(halb ^fd^t^rciifir^jn** Ih^ *i(Wf^lH 

appdai>/it ,ifi(oBlpam Jft|ipjfKJn| 4iiiwJ^^sailii: i|^ 
liinr kfs jin the fitituye j»f thp: i^ing^' than- in^tJifi^ 

&od bxd.glvcft^TOf at .<b«'thif4 jr«fc; ^:|tl«e 

V^iijUB^.tboV) Mid Sbcartr)«9i|ibtbyiibn#..At:'(heo^ , 

pf tbc <oxidtt«tvof tl^e ,^f>pef 1 pppl.ff .. .IpiAg^ie 

ifaiab, in the prcfeoce of Vhe^Je^H 4i^4i^ M<< 

ibo She&rjalhnb io iit« ariias^}jin4'a^i«ffi^ng.4bciii 

in tbis minner.^ The: tcik^l^ tbatrG«td gi^94^9tt» 

of*yi)(tr;pterent-deIiverM»tt«» vibat tie it ftUlry^pr, 

'Godt'^and tbat^c iire ;ftill bis cpvena&t ipf opj^^b 

Ibe renewal of;;th6,proi»ife to you^ fi>bi4b be jiwifik 

to »your ^c0ftors''QO0cefl|ii»tig the -Jdrffialit,: ^to 

•conviobe you t>f tbe troi-b.of iv^bftl I^i^Qri) I *Ak^ 

tbarge tP}r connhiffipni HBeb^Mi aivirgiii ^^latf 

conceiTCi/ and btar a. (oiiyHapd (hall iOalUjbEia'^iii^ 

IfDfnanuer)'^ tbH ii, '^^. V»ihu^i -M^ flM^fli^c 

lirottgfat up like tbe cbildrcii of io«fi9< f ^ -buuerand 

^boftejr (hall he eat^ 'imibI; be^kira^ jlo^re&iie: 4be 

evil| afrd ebooCe tbegopdi*' iba^ is, ai^U^ie tr-. 

fi?e at 'jeara of ioati:(ri«f« . in, -virtue .4rf Ibis 

vromlfe, wfaicbwill not b^ rati&^d^ till;i!feli|e:^ie^ 

tiave e3fpired> beboH what I priimre jo^.v^isi ft 

itfon6 tbe c/^iiUf not before the ^bUt^v-wbAOV f 

faid jofl DOW, a virgin' 9k0ui4^e(tr ,i bat ibefere 

tbexbild in my arms, (the pbraie laay be reodeted 

Jkfore ibis cbild) before - SbeariaifliDb, whom X 

now lift upy^^ibaU know to. refute tbe^evtl^, and 

tboofe tbe goody tbe laftd) for- whipbye ajce in 

tt-oobie, fiiill be forfaken of- bo^h b(r ^uAgSt-'' 

(Yau fee, my hrt\\ittfi^iht<hildf whoni»ltbe priOipb- 

4rt ^faid, virgin «j&ay/4'^(^np/€^.<H>^4i l^^^f 

^eaqafhttb^. who wai aAuaHy^-f^ejpei^^ ^M .hlf 

ji^* ' father's 
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^ihtf^i ariii8« <rbe diifeoiqr^ tbntioity il only 
»p^2ire4sly'a«d'yas i*<>brerr<d»befcre§Mt lay. in the 
HftiEliigJdiiicat of^ the terms^ and i3«>t in the nature 
of the thing. This is oar anfwer ta.wbat I*c^« 
td ik pifHicttiat d'^c^Uf^' ^ . 

A gefurd^ , obje^tleir 3118^ be made . agHtti (I tlie 
niTimier in whi;cH;we: ki>re cxpl^iitcd tht-fe.xhap'* 
t#rs, Mid^^lH/wbtcbt UK.ga1erftl9.wre estpl^in other 
pro^lteek»««i < A^(M^ me to sfttite ibti f^kja^ion' ui 
141 i^Syforee^iaodf if rmay^isfe the expireffioiii In 
alt ittenormil^r'i^ wder to (hew y 00^ in the endr 
frll its l<vity «f)d li>Uy« . » ; 
« ^he o#<M|^obj«£^on is- tbi8« \ Aa a^belie¥(ff 
. Wo«ld*£ilf, tlw Ifaree drifters «f Ifatab^ ot w]»Ghr 
yiob l»i#6r^«^iaB arbiUa^f aiiaJi^£t% af0:e^0tvoi 
Oil iand^dbftmrt, Ulte %bS'gf^t«ft^^ri 9T tMTo 
' «»tn|^tiera8V wlMcb^ oaaipQ^dUtibNS . bD(4b of th« 
¥mDi9f4iBti4i'af tb'noropbi^: wd UlRt^all iib9 
irritiDgS) that arc ciilcd predict tans f\ prop h€aiiet.i 
#to«Ai^/im^ «Gi>r(^ttf..i«.-tbe.^fmd fihavajkr 
df^thtlbt'tven in.theT^ifttiiioii^ofrthjpfe ^b& h^^ 
giweiif«bliweTaiidk:fitt^otit;eKp)^nfttio»a o£. t|)e^4 

it!i(8i<^(t' aot&orit jT JtD > deireli^pff : itoSi: a 9)i^|^d>ii» 
^mtiiigSfitl^ ^Oennuie :the ttujs ineAiki^^ 9Q)oiig 
' the man^c dilSKrest ideas, wbicklhcy ext^^i^in t W 
#«sd«r|^ aind to «a<sb df viach. the teripa ar^/ alik^ 
apfiltoaible i Quriog .reyeatteft centucief^ .<hri& 
«Ui3S5 1|«^ tracked' tibeir tiiYWMaoa iO;.pu|{ la. jTc n f^^ 
vfi^tto^iitkq^ ofHt^{V9|ibc|(a.ftdydniaf);.QM$ •%<» 
xlmhuwAy^ land tbe^ fimtedhgentuft^; . tev? ' eo^t 
^ii«ofiiiifOiititc!rpret«hffi»i9 famr 48 tl^-:€.b.i^r«9 
ttwiireMg^ff/ ^Men^ wliD;btfvA:beftdiM&iO«^s lo» 
«teir ^rudjiioo'^ and koewJolge^'ba^.-iak&Q .tl^^l 
dioft taboriPOQs paina to metbpdtwthQJfo wriM^fs 1^ 
0B« generatloo pf geeat raieti; baihj&icceeded aD4 
Dflberia ifae undeitaidbj^ ; i$ it a(b»iihii|»g: thai 

hzve rendered tbofe prophecies veii^rablci > wliicii 

-V "would. 
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^ottld hvrthtvn acc0Bfiteddaik?and'?otdvo£ de*^ 
figiii if lefs pains li«d.been takdii to adapj^ ft.'^- 
fign, and lefs Tioience hadbec»iifeid ia arraiigMif^ 
tS^'m inoi-der i 

This is the obj^ion in all ils fetrtCf^ndt as I 
(aid before, in all its «iiOFBiity. Let 04 inquire 
vrhethcr we can g|ve a Xbio lion priori ional to 
this boaiVcd' objoAioo of iofide^iiy. O^i' anfwer 
will be coaiprt(ed in « sbain ofpKopofitiont, which 
will gaard yoit aj^atttlV. thoft, ii^bo ftAd.my^cal 
meanings, wbtre there are noii«».a8-veH asagainil 
thofe, who difown theni,.wheref tbqr* arc* To 
l^tfe porpofiss attend to the following propolitions* 

1* Tbe/ were aiot tbe men of oor age^ who ^ 
iorged tbc boek^ i» whi^li' we. tiiie|^t»e, we dif« " 
eover f«cli^:|^ofbaMi{ knoitledge i ■. we^ioow It H 
ft book of tke mt>^ venerable attttqoitTy and we 
oan demoiiftrate tbM |t isihe mo&9iiAtiBt*h4Qk, 
in the worlds ^ « . 

9« Tbts Venerable amtifos^* Homttrnf^h not 
t%e cbief grbnnd of our «dinii%tiQn s>ibe beneveK 
knee of its deflgn ; the gtnieiir of its idcee | 
the foUfisttfotitedoafkks) Oie holinefs ^f itH 
prfcepis r atei aceofding to oar imtioo joi thlngfi 
if not abfelvte proois^of hs-dsvinitfi at le«ft^ m* 
V'antageoni prefsMptions in its fiTor. 

^. Among dWoralrntht wbich.it contains) anA 
wbicb^ it may be 6Dppofed|Tome ^perior geniof* 
^ might haee diftetvoivd, Jjfteet. #ith feme, the 
littaitmiee t ol- irhidi £ eae not reafo^dbly attribote 
to the jMloHiff mind :- 0^ this kind' are<fome pre« 
di^one ) o^fctirO)/ i gtraftt, to thofe: to whom tbef 
were ftrft deli«eiRfe^*biit rendertdr very clear Iircc 
by the eten«9# ' Snch are tbeletwo- among many 
others* ' Thte^ pen^, who- are in eorenant with 
Oodf fiiall he<'exclodedi and people, who are 
•ot, (boll be admitted^^ I fee the aecomplrihmeiit 
e€ tbeft predjAioos.with' ttty* own eyee^ in the 
irjeaioai of tSt J^ifif and id the caHingixf the 
Gentiics. ' .< . • v. . :^. '^ • ••! 

^ 4. The 
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,5,4; Tjiici -.(uperior qbwafters, whith. fignalize 
ti»eCe l^aplcs» gi^ye them th'e rigfit of being ipyfteri- 
ous in fgrnc plaqes, without expofin^ them to the 
charge ,Qf hclng e^uivocal^ or void of rac'aning 4 
for fpnic wqrks have acquired this right. Wheri 
an author hath given full proof of his capacity in 
fotuc propofiiu0i)S,,i)»|iicb are clear. and inullrgi- 
bie i.afid wKen^ bjC cxprelfeth . hina Pel f,/ih other 
places, *io, a oojiAPjjr. obfcqrc, and hard to be under* 
paod, he is not to te.taxcdi ill on a Tudden,'with 
wriy ug irrationally. A meaning is to be fooght 
in his dxpraiHoosr It is uo\ to be fapppfed, that 
g^&iufes of the highelt order (ink at once be^ 
neafh the lowjeft minds. Why do we not enter- 
tain fuch .notioae of our prppHets ? Why is not 
the fa.me 'JuHjcc d\^ tp the extraordinary menj 
wbofe r2fpc£lable wrUin^?. wp arc pleading for : 
to our Kaiahi, and Jeremiahs, which is' allowed 
to Juvenal, and Virgil I's What I jfhall fomis 
pretty thought of the litter, ffiaU Tome ingenu 
pus llrokc of the. former^, conciliate tnpre re^pe<Sl^ 
to them, than tJbc noble leniiroen^i of' God, the 
ftibrime doftrines,. and the viitugusbrccepts of 
the holyt lcriptures«caQ qbtaio fdr the writers' ot- 

tbebibicL?. % ■' . .;■(.'■■''• " ■ '■■' 

5. We- doy; nj^t .prft^n(j,\.now.evcrj^ to abnfe 
that refpc€l^;wbt(;h it woyld be unjuft tp Whu* 
iK)ld from > oil c authors. VjTe'.iJo qot pretend to 
fay, thai jc^ery obfcuri paiTige Cjontainsa myfterVi 
or that| ^whenever a palTage, a4)pea.rs, iininteili^N 
ble^.wc. lMy¥€-a righjt to cxplaiq it. in faVoV oi 
ike. 4od*U>«i -wiiicb \ifi profeftV bnt we (bink li 
nghc to coDu^erar^^paHage in thefe books pro* 
pbe^i^al, when Ji\ has.thi?. tnr^e following*' marts. 
. The ^rftjij the. iniiij^c!eijcjrpj:,fbe'iiterdl vie an* 
ing* I,meaDj a text. ,maft« be "accounted prol 
X^l^etic^l] wbcn.^ It cannot be applied, without oK.. 
fering yioknce to, dje language^ to any ei-ent, 
tliat felt oat whc|l ft was rpoken, or 'to. any thei) 
ptrcicnt,QrBal|obj«a; ; 
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3. TbeTecondrch^aAer of ii JM-dpfocy, U «iv 
infattibU Q>m^cntafy» I meaQi vhcti an antho^ 
of acknowlec^ed authority, gives a prophetical 
ienfe to a paffage under confid^ratioB, vft eugbe 
to fobiBftt to bit ast^ority, and adopt Eiit mean- 
iog. . ' 

3* T&e laft cbara^er \i a ' perfect confirmity 
be$vfeen the prediukm mid .the extent. I mean, 
ivhcn propbeciesi compared with events, appear 
to baYc been co1Bp)ete^^ aceprnphfiied, iereral 
ages after tbey bad beeri promofgtd, it caonoc 
be fairly \st^^ that the conformity^ ivas a lucky 
bit : but. It ought to be acknowledged, that tli6 
prophecy proceeded from God, who, being alone 
capable of lore facing whit woold happen, was 
Mone capable-of foretelling the event, in a man*- 
Bf r fo circomftamial atid eza^L All thefe char-* 
a^ers unite in favor o£ the tc^t,.' which wd have 
been explaining, and in £ivoV of the three 4hap« 
Urs, which wc b>ive, in g^fitral, expoondedi 

Tbc£rftcbaraa:er,,thtft is, the infuficiency of 
a literal fcnfe^ agrees with our explication. Let 
aoy ,eventy^i& the tiM of I&iih, be namtd^ any 
child born xht^ bx fooh after, of wbom^ tfre 
prppbet could reaCaoably affirm what he does iir 
6br te^t, and in t|ie bthei' '#ertSt,'' which we have 
combed with \u >^ A Virgin fhall concetvry 
aad bear a foQ,]apd fluUl call bis naine Immano^ 
cU Unto us a child is Ijlor'O) onto ua li'feiris gir- ^ 
en ; and the government fkalt be upon hii fhouN 
^er : and bis oatte Ihalt bie aaU<d^ WouderM; 
Counfellor, The Jttighty -God^ The evtrlaaing 
Father, The Prince of Feac*^'* 
' The fecoad diiJtingiiiQiib||f iuark, ihat it, an in- 
fallibte commentary, agret* with oor ei^icatioa* 
Oar evangelifls and apofties^ ^hofe venerable 
men, who^ miffiontomei recommended 10 us by 
the moft giorioul miracles, by the heaiiog of the 
fick, by Uic caipoUioii cf demons, by the ratfivg 
of' the dead, by a gmieral f ttfawrfion. of aU ut^ 

ture, 
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torci o0r e?img«li(b and apcKHes took tiiefe pt£> 
fages in tbe fame lenfe, in wbicb we take theo^i 
thcjr underflood tkem df tbe Meffiab| at we bavc 
cbirved belore* 

Tbe tbird cl^a^aAeri that ttt a pcffeA eoa« 
forn^tj between event and^ fa^edkltoiii agrr ea al» 
lb with. iDur' e^licatioD* We a€lt«aUf find . a 
cbildj fone agei after the tiase oS Ilaiali, wb6 
exa^if aafwera tbe defcriptto* of bim, of whom 
tbe prophet fpofce. The featttrot are fiaiikir, an4 
we owa^ the tiketie&« Oor Jefos wat realif born 
•f ^ t^gin / he- was tniiy /nmMiiwf I, Gjd vfi$h 
tis : in him •tt T«al)y united^ alt tiM^ titlcsi and 
all the '()erfeaioii% of tlMr^ <« WoUdeifoI, The 
<]ottnreikoir^ Tue migtit^ir G«d^ 'tk€ everlaiHjig 
¥aitfajer i'* aa wd wilt preiGmt^ prove*^ Can we 
help giving a myfterioat MMsanif^ to t^fe paf« 
fage» ? Can we refitfe ^ aekoowtedge, that the 
jSropbet ffitended to fpeak of tbe Meffiab ? Thefe 
are the ftfps^ aad tliis is tlw end of one D«edita<k 
tron in favor of tbe myfticat fenCei- wiiich we 
have aicrihed to the words of* the text* 

Woold to6odyth« eneniies of o«r mjrfteritfa 
would open \lktw eyes to tliefis objeCtSy and •«<» 
amine ttte weight of thefe arguments 1 Would 
to God, a lovr, I iiad almoft fai4 a ragOi for in* 
dependosey, for a fjrftem that todulgesf and hw 
llanea the paiiont) had not pnt fome people on 
•ppofing thefe proofs I Infidelity and fcepticifn 
would have ONide lefa faaToc anu^og uty and 
woold not have decoyed away fo maoy di£ci|rie4 
from truth and virtue ! And would to God idfo> 
chriftian minifters would never attempt to attack 
the iyftems ^f infidelk and fceptics wittvaut the ' 
armour of demonftration ! Would to God, love 
•f the marveHotts may no more dtsale . the im- 
agfdatioos of thofe^ who bught to be guided by 
truth ^ftl<nie I And would to God, tbe fimpliei* 
ty and the. fuperfiition of the people may never 
nwrc €im tribute to fupporl tiiat authority, which 

fome 
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fi»iffe raflhr aiiidHici^iiiattcal geswil^ WV«p IfTi^y^ 
fboiild iK»t borrow itlie ^rttn of: jhiU^b^o^ \9:d^f 
kftud iifelfE } .nor x]n^9 tbo^ik^iMi^t^ y A^y^i^r 
Ugts (hoM not. he given to UiByf:{ieTe);*r 9n4' 
ktreti^fl^mder {yrrtfittte ,of «>ppo&n|«:^tre%jnd 
iMib«ii«[&^ -Watf ifbottidi .render, .to. GQ«i:#jrf4»«^ 

^d^mm^judgtngtmik thkkgit\ i Cork m* ^i^H^cAAt^s 
iftg ^to !ftie*«x()rtsfl]miqf. the a^Alr».- Ksitl 4^ 
0omort wi.'tini «rtuBk4^ - *'i' , .i ;• 1. 

Hitfcerta 990 Jwir^f %f4(teir>,tlrJ'iti9)% ffiy fcs K» 
^^afoti-onl/y^ilvtSTtidi&^liiir tos^eak %o fion^ie^^^it 
Wc have - bcM* pteaohti^; by ' fti|p»«MifitB ^and fy l« 
logl1rm«-t49 Mie ibh^iikftfidtDg^ tt Jft tisne bow tQ 
preicli'by Mt^iikites'tartb^beMm ;Bie%ioa i» 
B«t ttiade' ^^'tlietBini^iiodey-Mt'iis. pai^ct«iil%rl)r 
uddteffbd^tonhetlusni^ awinoithti kt^t I w^id^ 
prove^. that on* Jjcfm limth aoco^rpliil^edy in the 
B^oft'fubUme of tMi &«{«•». tfots.fitephcj^y in -the 
tdxt i^Urvt^ut-a child is Sarttj ktnia us- a s^n /^ 
fhetiy attd fo om •• Thisis<outr'iecoflii part* 

are> m^aphorical, when thr)^arcJappl«Qdj;p .Qod^ 
ttf hf» >Mefl&»iiy» to the >en4l^ /wht^; reUgtonpro-. 
ptAtx\^ a-nd t0« the.felkLty:^ !vbtl;h'U ^t*&aar«3» 
They are^ytry m^ptthSiy aodi if Lmay yeq^re 
to* fay 4*0^ very lowai^ «>ean> ^henabey afe«y«4 
fo repre^nt obje^s of fuch infiQite gfaodeur^^ 
No, there it: nothing fa£cteatly t>oble in th« 
cha^rD^rs of the greatcil kiiigi,) not^brng^iCd* 
etiong'h ifl vheir maxiaiSt notbing gtrtti«-«i%ovghF^ 
in their goterniaent, nothing. pctnpbQfi''- eaosugii 
in tb«tr ^otirtSy nothing Xnl&oiently: !gk>Pt0^s^ ici 
their e«plott% «o re prefent iia^f trhe^grtM^Uf ^mi 
glory of our Mefiiaht : ^ : ■ . . ^ - .. 

Who is a king ? .W.hat-is t;throQie I .Wh|r 
have we ntafters ^ Wby Ls .fdvereign^ power 
M|f«4 in a fevir han^ ? and *bat Jeteriatf^a 
Iktankifid to lay aridtfe- thcti> ind^pn^drnoti andito 
lofe their beloved liberty ? TheiadiolA<iJ9|^%9» 



aiybrethreiiy fome- mortifying, .tmtbs. We. hav^ 
not knowledge fuffieient to guide onrCblves, and 
weiieed minds wifer tlien-oopo>wp tQ.tnfpe£i An<i^ 
%o dirtOi CUV condiifta ,We ^re ipdig^ot, and 
fuperior beingi m«(l fopply oof- wants. We 
faareeneintesi andwe noil b^ve gaaidians to pro* 

. MiferaWe men ! bow bave ypa been deceived^ 
Im^joMt expectations- ? Wbat diforders eonld 
anarcliy have prod uced, greater than tbofe, whicli- 
bave fonetinies proceeded from fovereign an* 
tbocity I Y,ou ibngbr guides to dire£l you 2 bur 
yoO' bave fbmetrmes fklTeo un^er the tiiitton of 
meoy wbo^ far from b^ifig able to conduft 9 
whole people« knew not ^ow to goider tbemielves. 
Yon fought Durfiog fkthersi. to foceoor yoo ia 
your indtgeote z- but yoo. have fitllen fometimoa^ 
into the handa of neo^ who- had 00 other defign^ 
t^ni to imp9imriib tbcif p^opfe, to enrich tfaem«- 
itiycn with the. fdbftanee, and to fatten then*- 
ibiyes with the. .blood pf their fobjeAs* Toii^ 
ibogbt guardians to proteQ yoa.from yoyreoe^- 
aaiea : buf yo« ha!ve foaetimes found .ezeciltion«- 
ift^f who haYip nCed you with greater basb'arityj 
tbao your mod bloody enemies would Save done* 
Botyall thefe melancholy truths apart, fiippofe 
Ibe <de o^ttont, which we $»rm> of kings and of - 
fpftHiff of fot^reign power, and of the handa 
Itot hcid.it^ .^ere cealiaed s how ineapable are 
JbiogS) and bow inade€p»t« it their government^ 
to the relief of the innn^ierable- wants bfan: inih> - 
mortal foul! Soppofe kings of the mod tender 
ientimentSf formidable in their armies^ and abood« 
.jant in their treafories ; coufd they heal the mat* 
adiesy tbat affliA us here» or could they quench 
our painful thirft for felicity hereafter t Ye 
£:«lars I Ye Ales^anders ! Ye TAjans ! Y(r, 
who wecei fonie of yof, like Titusy the parentf ojf 
jour people, and the deligbu of mankind) y^ 
ibonderbolu of ift^fl Te jdpl^ of the world I 

Whaa 



1?V^at'doth att jottr pomp av^i! 'mc ?' Of wh*i 
ule tb ml are all your peVfqnal (juaVificationsy 
and ^if your rc^af mignfncehcc ?- CatJ yoO) Cat^ 
th^yi dinTpati the' darkncfs, that-'ctivdopcs rfie j 
Gajm the confcicRce, that acctJfeV iivd toftn^tetf* 
me "5 reconcUe me to 6b3 V^f^^ mc * from flirf 

- al of I " ^ '"-** ^ •^ 

deliv^ 

happu - ^ , ^ ^ ^ 

Borant and wretched like nic'; otije^l^^ik* me of 
tl»e difpleafurc of God ; ]\kh ttte., expofcd to tli« 
.aiferies pf lif^ ; flaves to yotsr'paffions ITkeme;., 
coDdeCTnedlilbc mr tb]^t,fiat" frigbtTtrt *rtg*it ift 
Twhicli death ifl velvet h ill fcanfond; ]pef'^n t^l 
lieve neither yout own rtiiftri^ii bof iniheT •' *^ 
Shew roc a governmetot^ that' fiippRes tfieflf 
^^nts 4 that is the cmplYe 1- feck.' • Shew tne J. 



^hTld is born^MtUons a son ir gf^^i "Ac gatern^ 
mint. shall: ht ubqu , bh shoulder /* UnE bis ^atH'h 
"stall be cailedf iraiimiiJ^VL,%tci\if^'hii i%rfh^ 
jfiibftsittce ahd the c'emre of ^11 tfip^ ^ibtid'rptii 
Ayorks of God., ?'« ^ v-' • ,» .* 

ButpOtif/ yo«ir iroa|^iiationi, aiid ^b- tiot 'art 
ways judge of man aV*if%c' ^er« a lrei»*g^d^fffiil 
iute of reaion an^ inteWgetkiel.' ; WhMi we fp^s/t 
of roan, do not conceive oTi beitrg^of'tm^'prcrcrit 
world only ;' a CFC«tture pFaeed {^r^^Pe^ 'rfays i'rt 
human locicty, vranting- hoih'mg but' food ^nd- 
raiment^ and the cop) fort s^ of "a temporal Tiffe rbut 
attend to yoi>f o<?n hearth.' Iti the' Tad clrtopiv 




Sppport through aff tSc'rtiireriVr of Jtfe"; 'imiyo^ 
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^^1^1 fliU the{c vaau the4cing MciEaii fupplies*, 
kl an gdu^ to ^ove it^but'l.fzoivjure vou^. at the 
vfgimt. time,, mt onlj^ J.9 bejicve, but 'o , a£^. I 
would, by piibtiChiDgithq deHgn pf th^ Saviour's 
ij]ca);nif i^i^i, engage y<H?; t<} coricui: in \u By cx- 
:pJaioing^ to you the oa);Vrc,of Jbis einpire, \ . woul<4 
,taf« (eachvyoo the dptjes of .hi* lubjeds. By 
cilcb rati i>g^ tie ^ovj^of tlie king^effiah, I long 
io fee it difplayed aVnong you in all its fplcndia 
Oj.agnifiqsoce. ;*...■ ^ •. • -» 

Yov want kne^ledgc, . Too will £nd it in th^ 
-kir^g.Mcffiah. .,Hp is chc Coxj|r,sELL©ji. ^^Hc ib 
the frut. iighiy vfhicb ligb^et$ every ^pifan thai, 
■cometi.inio the ;worldy Johnu j^, ^n him art 
h 14 -all , the treasures .of xvisdam and knowledge^ 
CoU ii«3. T}ve Spirit pf the^Lird God is ufont 
b*mt the llordhatb appointed bimtojfreachgood 
tidit^s ju^totbt meiJii Jiz^lxA. I. The Spirit 
of the Lord^ rails upon bioii tbe spirit qf ipisdom 
and tender standmg^ tbe spirit of counsel cnU 
might f tbe\pisii of knpwle4gf^jand:qf tbe Jedr of 
^the Lordy chap* ;Ki. 2« He h^\h ike tongue of the 
learnedfC\^Y^* I* 4. and the wifdom of the wife* 
Aflc hifn tp explain toyoutbe grand. app^arant:es 
of nature, w,bicfa excrcife tbe rpeculatiohs of the 
ino(i tranfcendent genkifesy and abforb their do* 
fei^ive reafoQ, tnd all his anfwers . will difcover 
the mod profound and perfe^ ^knowledge of theou 
Inquire of him whence i^ll the vi(Jble creation 
came^ the Ivoiinaries of heaven, apd the' nipgnii- 
cent treatures of. tbe earth. ' Aik him' \o reveal 
to.yoii the dody vtbo bidet b bimself, I fa. xlv, IS, 
Xik hioi tbe caufe of thofe. iendlefs diforde/s, 
wbicb mix with that profufion of wifdomi which 
appear^ in the world*. Aik bim whence the 
bleiEi^s coney which we enjoy, and whence tbe 
calawitiesi that aflid Uit Aikhira Vfbat is^tbc 
origin, tbe nature,^ t^ Upftiny,.;;t^e end of man. 
bf^all tWfe article^ ^^e, Counsellor will tell 
f on iDorc than Plato, and ^ocrates,. and, all tb« 

_ ' pbHOtopRer9| 
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7 pVilofophers, who ovlf/elt qfttr the truthi i 
-%v\u 37. ¥4io t%citif(&Wet difcovefecf, Mid taught 
'dtbers toTeei only a'^few riys of l%ht darkened 
with prcjodiccs and wrors. * " ' 

ThM It 'the ^ £rft idea' * df the ^Ainr'Meffiflh r; i 

this is tfie^JM; fdurce'bf theduties 6f hifc fabjieat^ S 

aiid oC the di()»ofitLont» utith ^viThich thef ought 
to celebrate his natHitji and with whidh alone 
th^y can celilbrate it in a proper manner. T9 
celebrate properly the fefttval of bis iratiirhyv 
-^rdib mod be efteemed ; we mn^'be dtiflrons of 
:>attainin^ ^'k'rioi^le^e Y we mail come 'from the 
r ends of the barthi Tilce t^e VfiTe men ^f the earii, 
to contemplate the mlrKlef, which the 'Meffiah 
difplays in xlte new voVld ; like Maryi we moft 
be al! attention to receive the d^fh-inei that pro- 
ceeds from his Tacr^d moiitli ^i like the mnlti* 
tode, we muflt'^^iiowiiim into lieferts and moan* 
tains, to hear his a^dmirdble 'ierroons; This is 
fhe'lirft duty, Which tile felfiral, that yoo are to 
celebrate ne^xt 'Wedneiiliy/ demands. 'Prepare 
-yourielFes to^ keep it in tii^s manner. 

You want rtconciUalion with' 6od| and this It 
the grand wotk of tbe"king "M^ffiab. "He is the 
PaiNcs or Pea-ce. He terro^atea the fatal 
war, whiehlin hathicindlai between God and 
* you, by obtaining the jiardon of ybar paft fins^ 
and by enabling ^ou to avoid the commiffion of 
♦Tin for the 'fpture. He ^ ohtains the pardon of 
pad (ins 'for .yoTu ; How can a merciful God re* 
iifl the ftrdent prayers, which, the Redeeoief of 
mankind addrelTeth to him in behalf of thofe poor 
rfinners, for whom he facrificed himieff ? How 
can a merciful God reiift the plea of the blood 
of his Son, which cries for mercy for the mifera* 
hie potierity of Adamf As the king Mefiah 
recondler ^ott to God,^ br obtaining the pardon 
fif yourpift/fio, To he, reconciles yotv, by procur- 
ing ftrength' to enable^ ^ob to avoid it for time 
to ^mc Having cahsM thofe -paifions which 
^ • • .prcvoDtcd 
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:yr.ey«&i;ipi>'yeMr kiuwHog wbi^^ wa^ Hghtt and |rouf 
ioviog. wbat was- iovei|r, be gjurt yoa lawt of 
exjpity AAd^ova. How^an.jrou refifty aft«r yoti 
luve kiioi»n hkmf the motivesi on whicb his jawt 
are£oan4^'< %fcry drfficulpy difappears, wbei| 
cjcamptes h- allnriog are (eem and when you ar^ 
perfottted^ Qfider your mpd dlfcooragiDg weak* 
aeCeS), to approach the treaTurea of i^race, whtch 
be hath o|Mened toyou^ and to derive purity , troaa 
its foiirce* Both gratUiidf know any diftcal- 
'ties ? Is 00^ ,e¥ery a£l of obedience eafy to li 
vind .«|iimatcd' .by a love as vehcoient as tbat^ 
'Which -^cannot tl^ut be feil far i^zvlour, who ii| 
abMfo^cft toanfier bath loved us ? 

This is the fecond idea of the king Mei&abi^ 

this is'the.focood fousce of. the duties of bis Tub* 

/jedlsy and of the ^tlpofitions efiential to a. worthy, 

v-celebraiioa oJ the Jeaft of bia nativity. , Coi|)e 

iiext\y'c(dnicfda^y de^ly iftrinblc of the danger of 

>'baVii)g that 0<»^f^ y^ur eneniyt whaboTda your/ 

'deitiay .in bis mighty faandsj^avd wboTe commands 

all credit u r«s ob ey* Co me w^tb an .eager de& re, 

of recoactlla^on to him* Coo>c and bear the 

•vo;cc ot, the Prince af' Te(ioe^ who |>ubltfheth 

pf^ee it peace to him that is near ^' and. to him that 

ilSAr,offy Ifa« Ivii. 19. While ISlofc^ mediates 

^a^veaant betweeu God and tlie Ifraeilites, otL 

tbe topof the holy inouBtaiOt let not Ifrae! vjd-| 

Ute the capital Article «t the toot of it. While 

jfefiH Ghrill ia dcfcendiug to reconcile you t« 

God» dp 'not d^clsirc war agatlifl Ood f infuh him* 

not by .volif^taiy rebeliiopa. after he!batb vplun* 

tar&ly delivered you from the flavery c^. Qn, luu 

dier which you groaned. Return qot agaiji tq 

tbofe fiast wblrb r^eparate^^ iiciwee'n jiou and jour 

Cody Ifa« lijc. d. and which, would do it .againj^ 

though tefus (hould become incarni^e .^gaiHt 

and mpuld o|(er himfelf eyefy d^ay to expiate them. 

* .You need support under the catam ities, of this, 

i!{^i?i and tbia wp yoa will &nd in the king Mef; 

* *P *- 6alk-^ 



i$6 "The Biki ^o/'^htik. 



*\'^. 



VouJ whild yiLuWe'"^u!fei'ikg tjle hc^vKf^ 1et^6^*t 
Jfftf^iatits, atthou^h ^* 'rti^ iiioiiotsclti J fht!l*d *p^rt? 
ind the hHYs be reftioX'cd,><fir 'nljfk^ritfftrf^ ftfttt 
^^ot Scjiaft'fi-oin yba^Beit1iei-*'fhalJ[ dre^cdt^'riaWt 
6f my peacfe te reroibvcic!/^ ^ii«j>.Tt^/ liC^, ■^tj^tififtr' 
ybbr to^rett triVulaiionr^ he Wilf Vf^rVc^ybtf, tjtfa^t 
cr?* ^ihgi work hogetfrer for gobd't&iboif^tSar, 
tove'God] ftom, v!;i."28;v*K^- >ilt\e^th'5r(>^a to 
{h'our^jalbry "uniJer'ait'^^pai-ehf *dete^TVal|d to' 
ifng^trtis "^tfimn^hant 'foftg, << 'Thailks? bi iiWo 
God, wlho always caofetti o's ^o\rtufeiti!lTn Cfb/ifi^** 
f Cor.* if. U^ «Vln ' a^Il \hefo t!i.i%«->e' 'txid 
more Own cdcrquCrors, ■thrQOgh':Jnm tlfatf^vrf' 
Us/' Rei^tiu vUi. 37. ; ' '/ '' ' 

this U the thi^d idda of the. k^ng IS* effiifij and' 
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ii'tlViti^. T?n it», chfifliar>-foilf!' -^ith tfec rfe- 
ifign of thy Saviour, wh6, Jby' clewatitt^'thy dc- 
iires above the wbrl4> Wouldclevat'e tW<? 'above 
in the; cataiflr^pHei c€ it.'.Cfome, !b'di()Jd 'Meffiab, 
the kih^loi^ing Vti a ftaile, ahdiViogHn ^ mai-'' 
gcr :.rhc.ar 'hiii%^^^^ tb tjfi diftipfes,^ ^ TThir 
foxe8baitelioWs,aria Jthe ^ir'd^bf thfe 2r!r hav« ntfrft 4" 
*ut the' fon'of hiari hath" not i^V^e fe'la/'HW' 
hcaS-!' 'Matt* viii. 20. ' 'X^afhfi^bm tiU ciaitiple' 
tiQttp.place t by ha ppi nets in the * goffeffion or 
earthly goo<L . -4^16 to the world|^cfife. to' its.^aff-i' 
uresj 'die tp }t8 pomg^'. 'A I^ir?' after 'otU^^ letid's, * 
and nobler ']oys^tharf;ih^ *6t 

tVis iworl3? and (hea iworldly vici^tudes'taftrtoi* 
ihakcrtfiy briPs. • ^ , , * 

Finally, Tou- have oecd bf dne tolofnfottyhSt. 
tnderjfhe Jears of\death^ bypp^niri^ \^\t k^tea' 
of eternal, felicity, tp you^ and' byfatla'tln^qW' 
avidity of exigence a^bd^ejeva^ion. Tils cdhfo-* 
•lation "the king. R|tffiah affords. 'jtJe is'fbe*-ec^r-. 
r>5^f7«« father^ THE TA;sHi;!t "6^ it^kiftTYii' 



'/ 

kis^tbrpm, tial{i^ ^u^t .up fqr ail generations ^ 
PI^K.^lxxxix* ^f be hatji Vi^ceivcd *f dpminvoh and 
glpry and a kiogdpn^, that ati peopie/naubns/tiH4 
l/^»J>"agcs,.frppl<i^ fcrvc hjin V V»s dominion '*& 'a^ 
ey^flalpng dotoJiniowy whicb ftalf ^not' p^als awa^i^ 
^nd hi? kiqgdomjhjit wfiicfe^fliall not be dcftroy- 
cJ^f' Dan. yii. ,14. and bis.fubjcfts imiil. r^iga 
^t,ei;t|Rlly.Ma;h hiro.v Wtven \hou, cjiriti^an.r art 
coofincd t^ tby dying bed, he will approach tbee^ 
^ijji.all tbc. attra^ye <;barros of his povcr and 
gr.^ce I he.^wjU [iy tpi thee, J^ear rio^^ i/io'u f>Q,rm 
Jflcobim^.\X\., 1*4* iCjVjIiyfiifper/'tHcr^ com- 
fiwt^blc,wprds m tAipc^^^p**^* Wbeq thbu'j^nVft 
tbrjoujg^" W ' watcWf. r^wijl ,'be wltt^ tbec : an^* 
Vb€ii'tjiVQ«gh.^'J)c 'rwx?* tW^y fc^al^ dot* 6ve.fflii\f^ 
tbt(S .i oifben ,tbQ^ .valk<J through tli'e fir j, t){ pu 
■ flialt pot W |j*urned,,; "nyither (h^ll /the fl.vnfi; 

kipdjc upoq tbce/5chap» 3tlili.^ 2." 'He wi^^^ 
Bc^vco^tq tfje^, ^^Z*^; PPf"^" .*' *o ^t. .Stephen ^ 

cd thief, ** T*o-day (ftart'thoiTbe 'with'rac \h pkr-, 
adife/' l^uke xsiii- 43. , . . , * 

' th^s is the fouVth irea* of 'Ae' Kng Meffiah, 
«od thi* is 'the fcHii^th" ^xxftt 6i the'duj;ies of hiy' 
- fobjcdls. HoW gloriopi is 'the fcfftiVal. of his 
aativity f What grahd,*tibbIcV and fiibliYnc fenti- 
inefttsdbthit>cqmre:ofi>s J 'The (Virijc'as of the 
kingMcfliah, tffe/'hildrCn "bf t-^e ete'rUsth^lFa^ 
tAer^'fhoofd cdnlidef the "tcottotjif of tiHic^in^ti 
true point oP^i^; thcylhbulS cotrfpiire '** thlrtgi* 
ivhkb arc feen, which ar€ temporal, v)itb things 
which' are tot -TeeD, whicb are eternaW^^^ ^ ^^t. 
iv. 18. They fhould Ex their aucntiofi «irpotil 
the eternity, fill <beir i^a^natlonl'^Wttb the gto." 
ry, of the world t6 cothe, and leai^fl^ by^uft/no-f 
tioQ$ of immortality, to cftimate the prefent .life ;" 
the ^ declining (hadow ; tbe withering grafs ;? 
tiie fading flower ;- the dreanti^^hat 6ycth aw«)^<^ 
the tapoar, thalt vanJtheth," ^ it ?h^eeBvir*Wt« 
loll, Pfal, cii. U. Ifa. x!>r/ Job ^. ' bI afn^J 
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' Thefr, my brethren, tre the chara^ers of y^ur 
king Mefliab, tbefp are the charat^rrs of the di*^ 
vloe child, whofe hl^h yoo are to celebrate next* 
Wednefday, and in tbefc ways onfy can yoo 
delebrate it as il defcrres. Wc conjiive yoo by^ 
that adoitble goodnefs, which we aw going to 
teftify to yoo again ^ we conjuire ybo by tbatr 
tbroAe of grace, which God is abont to afbtnd^ 
^gaio ; we conioire yoo by thofe ineffable mer- 
cies, wbieh our imagination? cannot fully com* 
prehend) 'VbicTi our minds cannot folBciently td-^ 
ibire, nor all the 'emotions of' our hearts fttlRi^ 
clently rfteern f we cohjure you to look at, and*,; 
if you will pardon the eitpr^ffion, to lofb your-^ 
(elves in tb^fc' grand objeCtt ; we conjore yoir 
not to turn our folcsin fefttyars, ifldosr oevotrdir. 
al dayS) into feafons of gafmtng, irrellgion, iand' 
dtffipiitioo« Let u& rnbiBU oarfelves to the kiii|^ 
Mefiah ; let us engajg^e eurfelves tm his govern* 

ment $ let bis dotnUkion be tfae gre«ad of alL«ar 

•" . , . > . ....... . . ' 

joy. , 

*^ O noft xiiigbiy.!- t)iob. art fairer than tbr 
c^Udren of nicj;i» QVacc is> poured into thy lijHit 
therefore God hajtb bldTed tbee f(>r ever !'* T&U 
xlv. C. 3. " The tard fliali fend' the rad of thy 
flrengtb ojit of ZiQn»^;fayi'og, *' ^'ule tbou in the 
midll4>f thipe enenwcs r Thy people fluill be 
willing ijp the d^y, whe^ thou flialt aflembte tby 
hoftin bfilypomp!"* Yf9^ reign over thine ene* 

mies,, 

• '^ We rMfthi the reading of the rrmck Bibit here p 
isOMife oar anthor parapbrafes the paffaft^ after thM 
v^rfion. 7om fifufile fera un peiiple pie in de Jranz 
Wiioir an jow <^i t^ atsemhiera* tonarmee en ta tainte 
fompt, Tby people fhallbe vtiUin^ in fie day oftbypovi- 
*r, in the beauties of boitnesif he. The paffa^ fe^ms 
to be a prophetical alioiion loone of ihdfe folema fefti- 
leaUb Ml. vbich eoiN}ueror$, and their arares, on (heir 
v^liiA f^oni ba^tl(|« offered a parr of their fpoil, which 
i^Cy fa«d tajcej^ fr«ra iT^ir enemies, to God, from 
W^om the'vftlory<amc. The f|e^«-tui/? oiler iugs were 
f^fAcdln jyand proccffion . They were • h^fyi bccarvfe 
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loies, great Kioj^ 1 hpyf ttiejr rcbuellious wills ; 
prevent tbeiir* ratal tounfels; *defcSt all their 
bloody defigns i Reign alfo over thy friends^ 
reign over us ! Mfi^L^^^iHi'Wpttng people I Af- 
femble . All tbiS cpiM^re^at.iqn^ when thou IKalt 
C<^m« whH thy host m holy pdmp'^f ' liet^-ffct'^itt^* 
ftying of the clouds, which will fiprve thee fbr a. 
triumphal chariot ; let not the pomp of the holy* 
adgeU ia thy trsitpi when thoo (ha); come.to ji/«(|p* 
fibe n^ridin righteousness^ A^s xvi^ 34. let pot 
thefe objje<i^s sifirigbt. and tern^ our ^DuU^r. let 
them, charm ^aod* traniport pa ,;. and), inilead.of 
dreading thine approach, let os bafVen it by (^ur 
prayers and (ighs ! Come^ Lord Jesus^ comt 
quUklyj Anufu To God be hooor and ^oryi 
for ever and ever«-— Amen.. * v . 

agreeable to the economr, i:ndi*r which- the Jew4 U^d; 
aim! they were Uamffum holy, becaufe they were 'not 
«xaAed, bat proceeded mm the ^ephmtaiy ^titttde ot 
x\kt army. In large conqueils, the troo|M.:tnd.the o^ 
feringfS were out o£* iittniber« like the dropa of Aich.« 
(bower of d€v>i asr the mormng^ br<mgbtjgrfh by th^youtJ^^ 
ojt spring oi ihfi y«ar. ^e /a Chron. xiy. i3» 14, 15^ 
and XV. 10, 11,. 1 a, 131 i4» 15., We have vcttlarecl 
this hint on a paflage, which feems not very clear ia. 
our verfion.' 
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to5 4i£fiOiAR^cnoN of yMSvs csnisr. 

» . ► , • . • ■ - 

^ PsAi-Ji cxviiV. i^, i6, ' 

We ftoke of irjbicing aHd saivBtidH iM in ike 
* taietnacUf^df the rigbHouy : the right kattd 
'' of the Lord dotb vaffianifym Thef rigkk k^nd 
' of the Lard 14 tidlied : ite right ^h0»4 oftke 
Lard doth v alt anil j* • 

' HrOMAN I ^hy ^Oif^pesl thau ? John 
XX* rS) 15. was tht Utigoage-of two atigeLs afid 
•f J<;fus Cbrift to Mary. The Lord h^d been 
'<ruc':fied[. Thtf ihfaat cborch was In moiarDing* 
^hc: cn«ni'««s of chrirrUnity were trlunij^hlng. 
The fiitb at tl^« ^ifcif^s was tottfting. Macy 
liad fet 001 bt* tore dawn ©f day> to give yei>t.tii 
h(?r grirf, to bathe the tomb <nf tier Mailer with 
tears^ arid to reni^r fitueral honors to bim. Id 
th^tifi fad clrciiTtrdaucfs^ the iieaveoa opened, two 
angels cfotbed lu white garments defceAde<i^aQ4- 
placrd thenifclves on the tcirib,'that indofcd the 
•lear depofitum of tbe love of God 10 the.cliurcb* 
At the fixed moosetit, tbf y roHed away tiie (lflO«» 
acd Icfos Chrfft »r#fe frani the grave loadeo with 
tfictpoils of death. Hither Mary comes to (ee 
the dead body, the p^i'retnftfi) of bim, who should 
, have redeemed Israeli Lokt xxiy* 21. and find- 
ing tbe tomb eoipty, abatidons her whole' fool to 
grief, and burll* into fioods of tears. The heav- 
enly me^eogers direl^Iy addrefs thefe comfortable 
words to' her, ffontan, J Why deepest thou f 
Scarcely had (he told them theonfe of her grief, 
before Jefos puts the fame queClion to her, 
Woman ! Why weepest thou ? And to this fan- 
^a^rg^e, which infinoatetb into hier hctrt; and ex- 
• - • c'^tetb, 
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€\itxh%\l I mtj vciitiK^WfpcA fe», fuMB the 
ioUoiil of 1«* fo»< circrf^ emo*«oii of iendefw . 
I»e6 and love, of wliith (ke b cftpabk} he ad40r 

. TbU is the iiigftifiWfy this ir tBc atfc'aiDg, 
objea, on whicb the tyt% df ill 9W cborch an©. 
this day fixci. Thisia the con^fortabfc langqagcv 
twhicb heaven, lo-day, proclaiinw . For fevcral- 
weeks paJI ypn.bayc btcn in tears. ^Tocrr^fiarchea" 
$«te ^ea in. «K>«rnjDg^» Tour eyes baye bt^elcl^ 
M^y fad J^^mciAbcboIy obje^ls* * On the o^e* 
^andi yon have beeo examining your coblciencesi 
;^id your miods have bee;o overwhelined Wfth the 
(orrawfot renicinWaDce of broken refolutlooSy. 
violated vows^.&nd fruiclefs coouni^iiiai}^ Oo 
the oiber^ yon bate feco Jeiiis,. betraye^ by on^ 
difciple, denied by andtteri Foifaiken by all i J[f. 
ijiSy delivered by .prieds to fecular powers, a n^ 
conitinflcd by bis. jod^s lo .die i Jefu8» *»«»>-: 
tn^ as it wrej great drops ofhkodj Luke xxii. 
-14. praying inGethffmiBe i mjEath^r J if 
if be possible i ht thU, cup' pcss from me f M^ttm 
xxvi. 39, and crying on ll^ouBt (^^ilyaryi Afj^. 
God! ifyGoi ! Whj b^uhofi^jonfiUnmel 
ebap. xxvii. 46. JefMS, lying m the grave : thefc 
have been the monrnfalobje^s'of your late con-^ 
temptation. A^^l^ heariog of this tragical hif* 
t^ityt confcience ireinblcs; and ihc whole clHirchy 
op Jering the Savioaf iotomlied> vecps as »f fa!-' 
vation were bflried wilb.him* Bot'Mke coOFagr^. 
thou trtmulbtts confcience S Dry up' thy tears, 
thon church of jeiik QhrilBi 1 ♦f Loofi;? ^hyfeli; 
from^^bc band^rf thy wk, jD ^fsj^ive da«ighter 
ofSioh l**^ Ifa. liu 'S. Uonie,' niy firethren^ ap*. 
proacb the tomb of your Redeemer, no more to 
Idmeilt bis dectfa) no' mors^o embakif hki fiici«d 
bipdy, which 1iath: hot be^n.ft^^e«/ t9 see C0r'* 
rupiiou^ iWl« ii* .^T* b^t. tOjOvMit for joy at.iiis- 
refiirMlioBir To this the prophet invlteth na f&' 
the text $• [[ The ' voice of^ jaejolciog and faU^ 
i ; ' ^" vatioa 
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Uie rtght hand of tht hw4, i^ e^al;$4 * tthe^Figbi} 

I baY<^ (^.^t ^ueflioo^d,. whether c^ plalia, ii^. ^ 

genmT, and t|rc .tcit in paftkfflaK 'rejfaird tb« ' 

MetTiJti. Tti< awcittit "JcWi .tiM^irftood'- Wie ' 

pfilm j)f h^mi '; Mid'tlicrcfore' tiwde HfteV of it!, 
fortn^fly aihoo^ itrcir' :p»*ay^« for Wn. idvtitt; . j 

We iaj^ce jifth the JjeW^,'^ai)3lQti nhfr- vticlW 
^i think 'they afc fa'fef g^cs • than* mtuiy txhf rC 
thiis.* / . tffe whol^' >fiihB • igTtcs^-^th' 7^rfRi? 
CKrif^rani i^s aip{4i«abie tb htCn'is well'a^ i^'Oa^ 
Via, patlictilarly .tli^ fenbVas Words* that follow • 
the/text t *' ni^ ttoW*wbH€b the bwrltleti^ rcfuf. 
ctt, 'is tfecorti* tK,e Wc^-ftont^Of the eoriici'. This 
ii?\^c'^ord'f*(5tfigt^ife marvdlops In bor tytu** 
TtMife 'Pto/^ 9A T^pWariimoufiy.ajJjJlicd'tQ.'thc* 
cilatta'tfoh; in4'0^»t1tuT^i'ly^.to lh9 >efurredioti/ vf 
Jefus ChrlfV: ik tiielhoolcs' of the l*c^ Teftamebu^ 
in;'thc golMeroF^r. Mufthfew^- in thaf of St^ 
^ar^i.^^^n^(^t*^<« Ldke^in th^ book of A^^y! 
lA, the e jtltl^e t^ the &oi»sms/ and la that to rbo 
J^phtliins/ 'tiUt'ft feen^a Dcedk&, methi&kH to^ 
aWrfpf'<6''jfr'bi<; a «»Vti?irroVdUy fledW^ • 

aho'tte> kinB^. 2(na: Vt'^*il1r*«ndiiLM0ui' to fiitxt - 
y'co, '''••" .. ..1 V » •=» ^ . * . • . ■ 

% fhi^TQiH oir;tk5s event oV whi^b the tf *r ' 
rp^Wt ^-n/e'ri^t'. fianio/tie Lord is egcalted z' • 
i^e- rt^bi^iPdhd 6f '(hc^Lord doth x>ah*cititiy» ' 
rlTr^wi Wifl iOft^y'th6. >Vfpl^a^)arftVtj 
whlLhir<r'oCCiifion^ 6ytt : J^^ ^<(ict pf re^ic^. 

rmnhi. ^ ''' '•' ' -^•': '''' • - ■• • • 

1,1% hu oa c^xtfiniAe the c«iclciicfia .<ol the '^tru^h^ 

of'ihe: nefvrrtdiOtt of ijefua €bnft« ^Idfid^lit^ 
4^am i vandr iwhftt .f«rh«f>a .floay.Ae.liA Ufa io«: 
jtitioiif .tf>..«hrtAtfttouy, fflperftitiari pfcctbdk'to* 
citifbiUbut omial&hGisi ft^l .vaUutdiiy^: iJkices^ 



ttio trhvelkr^ pretcucls, tlMit the iiilMbit«9tt ^ 
flie boly land fttll /hew trsVellcrs iSt ^Mitf wbie^ 
tte huiSers refused^ sod- whkb be«ii»e f^ hicd* 
^st<m^ tftkt earner* In order to guard yoa agaioft^ 
ffftCMttyi we wil! urge the argumeatSj wbtch 
prort Hie truth of tbe refofreAion df Jefat 
0hrtA : but Hir order toj^eveot ibiperftHioiiy wO' 
^iH aitrtbttte to each argiitti^t no aMre cvU 
deAce tbae what aAtialty belongs to ir. 

In mooi of lite refiifte^Uofi of Jefot CbriO^ 
we hiAi 1. Frefilnplfom 8« Bpook* 3«'l>enii^ 
oiiftrattont. ' Tbe circlii»ft«oceir of bk bortal m€i 
fcrd fiisie prefumptioat ;. tbe teftiiDODies of tbo- 
tpiAlea fornilh nt witb folne argome/ita ^ and 
tbe defcent of tbe boly Spirit ob tbe obarcb for^ 
•iftieib m witbdem^^drations^ 

1; F^oni tbe clrcumftaacoo of tbe bopial ef^' 
J^fofr Cfalift) I derhre iomtprtsmkptimt km (bvor 
df tbe dotftrme of tbe reftfrreaioiK Jefitf > Chri^. 
died. Tbis it an incootelHbte prbic«p(^ Om 
Wi^mxHi Ht fmiBt fxixtgodktif to qoctloa ilbis^s 
6tNi#|se it on cbrifttaitity tt a repraaabi i - 
. Tbe tomb of Jcfos ' GbrUI wa|: lb»iid<o»pty i^ 
Unrdays af^ b>* death* Tbis ia another hicon* 
feftible ^inctplc*. For if tbe esemtesof ebrif* 
fiinit)r bid ttft^nti bis' bcHy in ttfctr naflifliqs'i 
tbey would c^ttainly have produced tt for the* 
vifin of the nepK^rt of bis reibrredton. Hence 
ariletb a pfefofflptton that Jefts Gbrifl rofo iitotA, 
the dead. 

If the body of Jefos Cbrift wcrr not raifed" 
from tbe dead, it muft have been ilolen away^. 
But this theft is incredible. Who committed it ?: 
The encntiet of Jefui Chtift ^ WouM tbey havo 
oontributrd to his glory, bj^ coOftteuancing a re^ 
port of his refttlTc^on ? Would bit diKiples P 

U 

* Peter Belon. QbferT. Hb. ii. c«>. 83. Belon wa& 
a countryman of our antho'r^s, a phjrncian of Le Mant; 
who travelled from 1546 to 2549. Ht« travels wefa 

pttbliihed 1555. •-*'.. 



PJ4 38< Jtt^iiwt^flijir*^^^ 

Ift. cortaiiv; <,lUyt<oWd.in«w Hu#- Cfliv)ck <hc|| 

lbV>*o1ki C0ui->l©i#»*ntreinbf(rt aft ^ v^iwe ^f.^ 
fiarv^tnt >gb4«^i^ lhi»t|»;^nMSHi^i)i^d;ti«^ihf Jffvfj^n 
Utni ;.fwopb';of:iiHw phftraiftn?vw«ukit.Mwsiy:iJ|-:v# 
dared to nfcfiit jt^nfMt^firtf.^fllw 8fWf»'R<wi 

tar«dn»tioi\ ^\t!i^ Sinh^r^f»,f,M^-i<r<l^ ^W^^ 

,uRuft«M«cc^)W«; t^/rfti^M j^^l^Hftey, ,iJDr|Hd^tJb(% 
defigo of rUSMMblg ^^« ^4|r*; h<IV i:CV>«i4,^Jf> 

afld;. till : pmia ifi»8ei|- thf 9«i<$ V4 i«ft1 J>f^ 4«P^ 

feyt.iSt* : A«iJiifttoe^* *^ - Kh^f . ,mpv0^ tAfCft 0» 
•#fiket: if Ih^y*. iff ro^ awakfl, v^) Q^PaU t^y) 
foSer • the t b^ ' fP bC' .iiaten i| w«9i i ilf )^MFii 

Iwvr: QaiiWri^hey.'toB<rw^<bi»t».tb^ 45j^i!pjf %t#«*..i^ 

away ? How dare they then dej>ore in^isiVivv^e^ 
ftolen. V^ : AH Uie|e^ bow^vey , vce <mljr pfffftitti> 

. Tie teRi8W)«y/pf th»; n^]p%| f|^»j{hc^j« 
mxh orguntenf^i atki'th«r% .a^iergbt. a^Ci^Ar^r 
tionsia ^'\i^^ck gUe|heirr0vifi^<^ ^u^ci^/tlcii^jOi^pb^ 
SeiDfirj^ ^h<s.l|a/Kr^/Ar^d |l?ij,^5Jn4jR^,o^^b<j ,ifii-r 
Bcfffcs : The /a^t they avow, and the agree* 
vtenf • of ^eic evidence: T\ic tndunais^ befo/e 
ihi^b tbc]^ Roo^, and th; «/;»*<?; in whith ihty^ 

r; .V ..-.;. ^, .... .' tofAi - 

• S«rjr* ii. In Pfal. xxxvi. '. : . 
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C»id 'tirey^^^MW' W^ft edify fltoftliwdt 'tn<i ^^^V txi 

iefie^ bf h;* ^V^Hy 'fbr «y ' p4r6^' When' I cqa^^der* 

2ftith&n\f tJo <3irt*p«]/'«^anl' wi<1)obt'rtc^^ to fe--* 
^•Wfiif^'s-^Wheif 3'1cbiiS(icf,V»tlfit;klify were mrati,^ 
'rouglrj''- u •learned men, -and confequently very 

«^«^^^|f». 4^.^^^r/^t ,pv»^il?f .^;f beat. mHKi 

T4i»)appoiafan<le'(1» telilMd; by }i5t*.Al«uk^| who* 




of 

AiMiiyYclMfto x^; ii4vfIt^A»thei^Amo»ppeacii^ 
»fc»f ^ M|jbafti«r fettiiDed '<(tic 4ip)itll|rti9il inr^ve,r 
a]fKi34gftiifVe><Joi»8 ft^U bfti^rf feimy 6f foicilde,'' 

M^t; ixViu^7flV ;St; ;MI* felU iJs.ln.thV flrft^; 
cb^pUf o£.:A&9|vt^«t; tbe!i chii^cli ;i;(^«&%4;:oC* 
*4thm}a% Jtundredf<mdttme»f^ BMonbera^s Stilts .^mn} 



-ef the fiu hmirei^ of wbpm St. Pairt. fpc«k«. 

were i^Galiiefl^ vh^fe;J.9r«i4 Chfift ba4 pretthfi 

i)is goi'pel, and where tl^fe conTerts abpde f ftcr 

hi? rcfurre^oo* The apo(UeCit>jcMotji4/)r<r|^ 

if. vtrn^ 4MeH^ </ ^^m9S4^ i\m uppeaDance is not rc^ 

lated by the c;TaRgeitft8 4 bvt St* PiLnl knew it. 

hy. tra4ttion.* St. Jero« writes, that ia a He*^ 

br«H^ gofpeli attributed to St. Matthew, tailed 

ITie Gospei if tht NtkZartnes^ it was ,:Taid, ^esm 

Christ appeared,4o St. Jame^^ thati. thi$ a>po{lle. 

ha«t9gtpaKlea '«ow neither ^o f^t nor. ^drink till 

^cfos (ho«I(l*rife<£rafD the dead, the divide ^avifwr 

took:bread'and^bfoke=it, to^k wine jia4 fK>ured it 

jont, aad^ &!<). to him, ^at ahd/drinkf for tbt f<m 

i^manas 'Sismik Jr9» ^tbe :4ead%^ St. Pai^I-yet 

. ' addU . 

^* TTwo ot in* loiiQ^s -^p^ftles were named yamtt, 
'The eldtr oFthe two; brother of Johir» was pm to'deatk ' * 
^bf> Herod, A|te kii. a. The oiher, who was Wk 
'€oa(ia to Jefus Chrift, was called the /<pm, the yoiti^gtr^ ^^ 
^pivababi)[y aad lived many years after. It is not cer- 
'^tain which of the two St. Paul meaias. If he meaw 
the/rvr, he had the account <^ the appeattti|^ 6f tHe 
Lord to hhni proM>ly« m Mr. Satfria' taySf^^ tra^^ 
<^ioH ^ If the fattt'it H lUaely, 4ie had it fanviJaBiea 
^mr«|fi<foplii«i.bo>«49» at Jer«(Ue«a;'.6al. j.j(9.. aiHl^ 
^he was living; in the year 57, w^n3t,. Panl wrote thig 
firil cpift^s to th« tCprinikiana: , ; • - 

t t1ie-T;««|)*!, i$f whiai Ktr.^Bfrln.- after Sti Jerome; 
freaks, • ia new loft. Ir was ^piibafaiy ' one of tho(e 1 

npaagkd, tfttt!«(>olait4 eopicis^.tbetmegorpelflCSt.! { 

Matthewt which,, through the <^vidiity of tlio lower 
fort.ofpecmla Jtoknow thjchlAory of fcfkfsCfirifi^ had 
been traiiuribed. i(nd debated; an^^ was handed about 
theworid.^ Icall itni^ffet^ir^bccaiifefM^ pSfftSof ' 
the ihit^o€pe\ Waie om&s^. '. i^otdl' UvhtrnfcUMt * 
heeamie ^Km6 things l^ore ^a^Mfromi xHTik'^gosjM^ a&, 
the hiflfltxof thf) wni|ipn.cafght m adj^Uery. iio^ St •. 
Jphn: JSpr^.^Eccl* hij^'^iV iii,cap^ ^9. and otifem 
Jrowi njiort, is (h^ iboye panagfe tdatWe to Taffiei^ 'fee. 
'Phis book wa^ wr^eiif iii Syriac/ with 'Hebrew eh*#- 
•AMU. St, Jewkn tranittsit^ it ihto^Oredr, nnd I^ainw * 

£mf%. £. H. pb. ST« ^a. Ignatius £p. dhd Smyrnenfev 
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adds f^urthcr, *f Then he wits iec-tt 6f aft the. 
apoftles ; ani| lad of atl^ of roe alfo, as of one. 
horn out 6r^due ^ime.'' *So nameroos 'were tfic 
witncfles of ttie refurro^tion of Tcfus Chrid I 
from .this fa£l we derive a 'fccond tegument ; fb0, 
had the WitnclTds been^few^jt-might have been 
faid, tfratthe bafedcfign of flecftWinl^ the ^hole 

\ cKurth Was formed hy one, and propagated by a. 
few more ; or that fome one had tap^cied he fxw 

' Jefus Chrift ^^ but wh^ St- Paiil, when the reft 
of the apoflles, when Jive hundred h-etbren zndi 
the truth of the fad ; wh\% room remains for 

, futpicibn and doiibt f''^- .; f . ' \ V 

'.[ S^ ObfcVve '"the facii themsehj^s.f '^bttbthej 
Mvo^'^ Had they b^cn wetaphyficikl reafoningsi 
depending oh^ cfhain .tff praficiplcs and' cbnfo- 
-quences,; had they 'been periods of chronology, 
depending on lotig and dimci2t1t calcahittons ^ had 

•they been diflant events, wfarch' could only fiave 
Jbeen^kndwn by tlVcJrelktioB^. of others; their 
rcafdnings inigtrt iTave .VcoVfitrpe^cd';:: ' 5^ 
the/ arc fa^s, Which are ri.q'ueftr6ri,ii^k', whrcb^ 
the witn^ffcsd^clared, they had ^tv with ihetr 
own eyes at divers places,' and ^at feV^ral tinves* 
Had they feen Jefos Chrift? Had they tbuthcd 
him ? Had they ■ fitten attablc, a ritt "eaten with 
hini ? Had they conteTfcd* iNth btm ^? AU 
Xh^fe are ^ueaidht 'c^ fad ^ ft wis itn^ffiljle 
they c^iild be , deceived in thcte.*\f-''^ - ' -^ 
%. Iiexh2iik' tbe/'a^f^em&ni afiftetp'^bfden^e. 

' Thqr al4 dftimi^onny dcpoTed,;t 

rofc .from the'ddad.' It is very extrioT^inaiy, 

.that a gang 6f is ve hundred impo^rtu .(I^ak 

the language of infidels) a coii^Tpsiny, ili whfith 

• • ' * " CL ■ ' ' •" • -^'there^^ 
^^» ,%* ... .— - ' » . 
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*' ^dlt. Vftrii; ^Hi^y- tteme« >«f • AftxaildHa) Sito- 

. .iJetvmSi&^e.^- I tjf liwsiit by ^. nfint^s pfjhe.goippl, ^c- 
. .cording' to St, Matthew, the gpofpel accomitig ^to'jhe 
.Hfbrewf, thegofpel of t\tt fvttlve' apaitieSf ijie 'gfefpel 
oFthjdNkziitcnw. See Lftkfei. lik ;•' ; ' ' 



' K.t; 



• < 






Oiij^ 'Tkc Rcm^t^<iii^o/ Jesu^ ^i^,. 



'3 :ti 



t)icfc .^luft, iQccdi ^<^.;pc«pf9 -pf differeht ca|>aj6U 
.ticif %«d. .tempers, .tbi ..witty . apd^ ' the aull, the 
4tijniid ap^ t^b^ld^ ;U, U.,V.€r.5f fljcapgc, t^at Tuch 

',ty^^r.^yi4epcc, T'msi'.Jv^C^.cWrj is the cafe of | 




,,ed^his|jrct(aide4iropo(lurc ? . 
..;♦ 5* Obfenrc, .tie. triiuntds^ iefore wiick they 
• ^ave ^icknce^ and the innqroursi^le. multitude of 
c.i»ople.;l3|y whdni^l)fir,tcUimpny ' was .examined* 

..iipSi ajd.by ati iifi^nilCJ ^ujmUer of '' people, Wh^ 
wentjmouallyxo.jl^raule'ui ; ]For, my b ret tire qt, 
] iProyideofe fo J Qr/djfi^drthejje cHcuniftances, th^t 
» the teCtimony af the apbille^ might ibe.unfufp^^ 
^.cd^ . Protfiden<;J! coitinficd Jcri^|alcp forty ^y^fs 
j,,^ftcr\t^lTjcWCufi;qaw^^ J-ordj ifeat>U':the 

^ jCi-ff pc^ni;ii^g. Uir*?¥t: ^^^^ .?"^j?^^ ^ ^^ ^ i;r^<^^ -<^/ ^^ 
.tpjtii'of . chh^lianiiy; l "repeat it >gairij then, 
t. tjae ^oitIes^n)«iQtai;ined the refurre£^ion .otjefus 
J ' CV»7« ^before JcWs, te^ore ;PagaiiH be fore ptilbfo- 
j :phec«, , bjcforc Jta|>bff 9jt . bcfojci . courtiers^ before 

in crbrs-exaroinvs^^i wuxHjres^..^n , Or4?r. to lead 
.''^^«5©l*9^•v.fc}fi^o^»J^^«li^^ : .^jd th^ ai^oftlcs 
::ftoi:9C;«ffc|«Jr ^}^^W M; ^?»^(c/jyppce jof a ,prc. 
^^pn<xf^d.plotQetw.eeii the^reWe?^ is |t ^ot nur* 
!: ;% WrU}p,;tbVf. ^i^fb«j(.;wc^c .exaiiiincd Before 
, Ctfth aiPerei^t and cap£^ble;men« fome one. would 

have jdifcoVer^d t^c pre ^ndecl traud? ' 

6. Coniider the plat^gj in voJiich tb^ apostles 
:<'hiii'ertikir:'iGitimotfijif9 ^ Had^t^eyr p):^bli^e^ 4^he 

<reftii-re€ttoii^ol^^ the-Savtbur of the; w^ld te l4ilUnc 




^obtain exa^ informatioiij bad facilitated It'He eC^ 

tabliihmeat 



«4 



The Xeiurrtction of Jfesus Christ. 1 75; 

t^blilhWnt of the rrtor: ' fiat tbe- kpodUi > 
prsached^in JeruTalem, in the fynago^uej, io the 

prtjtonpm 'i Uieyun^oldii'atitl difplayed Hic ban-- 
nera ptthcir malli^r's CV6lV,Brii-fet up tokeils of 
liuTiilory, on tlieWef}' fpot, onVhicb ibtin-' 
fimdus inftrumttit' of hi) fuffb-ings had 'been- ■ 
fctup. ... 

7^. Obrcrve the lintt^ of 'this ustirlotrf. Had • 
the apoRfe» fifftpqfililhidiliis rtffurrfftionTeveral'- 
yca'fs afier'Uic tporta, fcbTcS tliy uSSgnr't fat ii i ': 
utiKeliefwiEln have availedHifelf of the Aehy':' 
but tbree Jaj-i after ite'tieath' of JeTui Chrlfti ; 
they fsid, he' wae rifen "a^ain, and thej- fe-echoeif ■ 
their ledinmiif in a fiil^lar inaiToer et' Pentfccll, 
Vh'^n Jerufiilcni' expefled ibe 'fpread of there-" 
port, and endeavored TO preveofit ; wbils tic' 
eycuof vbeV" eiieriiiti Xinc 'yet rpHii-Ving' wkh* ' 
rage and oadhefi ;"aM'yhile 'CaWary 'wa>'-in(H 
djtl^ with tte >fMd thejf h»B fpili Ibere.' -Qg^ 
iipj^lf^ri xiie fflcft'meafllfei 1*' • Wotrid'tTotthey''* 
hijv^ ^iMf'J till'th? f*r^ Wthe Je*« Iiad~bMit> 

iiatnl pnbiic ftfliwvi; bwJ' 
ilf people 'h'aid betWirfs'atJ 

'lit? iiroflDes, wkirb'fridaifd 

Hid 6riheir*l(P,«(aftii'»«' 

liit'afe pAftilftd W'fo'eJefy. 

,'tVeHCherj^l perjiity, aboutid 

' different trade ^nd prof;f- 

Hon foine pecutikf dece|tti(mt belong'^ Hoir- 

ever, a*]] mankind have' one deti^nih SeceiVin?, 

tlie^aif deceive for'iheir 'owiT intereftJ' Thrtr 

intercity ^ri;' iittiilitelf divtrftfitnl ;' \Jti It 'is inter-' 

en,"however/that always RniinaitM riH 'dccei««f>. 

There ii one intereft of pride; anbthtr of pleaf-' 

lire, a third of proGt. In the caffr before ua the-' 

nature of thlngi il fubverted) atid all 'our li»^ 

tiona of the human heart conlradiSed. ' It mufb 

hfi pre-fuppofid, thu,' wtjereai^'otfaer men gener-''. 

- ■ " ■ -:■■■! ■'"■ ■ ■ '•>: '.' tltjft-' 
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1 So The tUmntctm^ (/ jftim Chria. 

ally facrificfi the in te reft of their falvatios to tlieir 
temporal ioterjc^.t^ apofti«8,.on the contrary, 
iacrifici^d their .temporal intereft witbovit aoj \Xk^ 
ducement irdia . tbe mtitrefl^ pr jTalviititfn ufelf* 
Soppofe, they had been craftily Ttdi during the 
«life of Je£tts Chrid, ioto the expe&ation of foioe 
temporal advaatagesr» how came it to .pa(s, that, 
after they faw their bopea^ bl^.^cl, and' themfefves 
threatened with tW oioft- rigorous ppnifB^eotSy ' 
they did notre^ei^ their Hvea hy c^nfefficg the . 
iinpoftore i la gepev^I;^ the naore wicked a trai^ 
f or », the inpre be trenihlesY alters^ and con- 
fefics, at tjie approach of death. Having he- ^ 
Iraycdf for^.his own iptereft, the. laws of bis conn- 
ti;y, the intei^ells of fociety^ the confideiice of his 
ftil^<:^.andthe pr^idit pf religion, tie jbetray^ the ' 
co,ilipant^Q»of h)9 ifli]}o{^iii^ the accbi^plic(>& of 
his crimes* Hetie» en tne. eontraryi the* apoilles ' 
ptr&ftio their te£liiDonj ti^« d^atl^ and figix the 
: troths they bav( publi&sed with the laft drops of 
their hiDodr . Tfaefe are our a/gamenf^* 

We proceed nov to our i^rmajt^rtral/ie^i. that J 
iSi Aq tM.fl^ra^les,. witt^ vhjcbthe apoftfcsXeal^di * 
the troth pC^ti^fii; tc{U|90j^y. . Imagtn<i thefe v^en? 
erahle ' meis^ ifdd reffing. t hetr \ ad^c Karies tn :t tfe 
day oip . the chriftlaa p^qtcGoft ii[i t^^is langi^^g^* 
^^ You refufe to. hel'ieve tits on our depoGtions ; 
Hve hundred of uv yoir thipk,. are enthufiads, 
ajlinfe^ed with the fame roatady, who have car- 
ried Qor ahfitr^ity fo far %s to imagine that w.e 
h^ve (een a.fi^anf whofQ ¥%. .h^vje pot feen ; eat- 
en with 9 (natij with whpm we. have not e^ten ; 
converfed .with 4 tuan, with whom' we have not 
converfed ^ or perhaps yoU; think us impoClors, or 
take us for mad men> who tivteod. i6 fufier our- 
felves to be impri£bned» and tortured, a.nd crocifi- 
edi for jEhe,fake of enjoying .the pleafure of dc-^ 
ceiving mankind^ by prevailiDg upon them to be« 
lievje a fancifut refurreAion : yoo think we are' 
fo {iupid at to i€i a part fo extravagant* But 

bring 



T%i Rtsurrectian of Jjfsus GihsL i8is 

fetch hither your' dead. Confront us mtk^^ 
i/Ltdctl PmWi^ttty ttid Elamites ; 'kit Ga^^do- 
eia,'l*i)ot«s', Afifii, E^jrpt) Pbrjrgra, Bainphgrlia^ 
kt all natibit^'^tid p^6pk> fendros'foiBe of) tlieir> 
ift1ia(»U^iltlf%e lirlll^eflbf«> lA^aring. ilo the' deaf,: 

' a)Kl %iit t^'ibe Mlidv*w0 wiQ* ntakt the' hinc 
MnW^ %e wifr icallf Mt ^e^te) and^ratfe lb*, dead. ^ 
We,- %«' pttbli<>Vfi8f we •■iifitemecinen^ *e .teal t< 

* Riakerv t^^ ifhtim^ we wi^^ dffeadife.' with aill 
tKe pecvpt^ at't^i^^W^rhl in thi^ir owir in^vages. < 
We: will exp^aiA'prof^hecifS)' c1 acid ate the moft 
obfcure preaid^ions, develope the tndfl fublttoe - 
inyftcrt^Sj Wtfqh y^ Hottoife of Gody precepts forv 
Ibe'^dhdbfti'of 1lfe,':plan]i; -of^nMralhjr ^ndifc- 

''!i^ioif/TAbr^f>eite>aft70V' murre -ftibtimr^ and more - 
advai1t9ge<^usV^%aB th^fp of^our ptiejhrand phi- 
loTdphcrti yeii^baw tlfcoff of Mofes hioifelf. We 
win do cbofe (Htl. We will coinmttni€ate tbjtfe 
gifts to yoij, *i^ vf0rd of nvisxiamy the noord'of 
knovfledge^jaithf the gifts of biolingf' tte :Wi>rk- 

' t^k ^/' ff^iracfesy proppetjr^ discerjtinjg' op spiriiSj . 
QiVfrs^ AiTiifo &l^i6npieti^Tfitriphtatibn:ofi<mgut5^ 

' i GtJr;' xH. 8','ko.'^a:i4'tbefie: lliail* becoanujtihKi^t- 
ed't^oyoB«y^b^Cir t»Vi(itftrX4.'*f ri/r ^. - =:-, 

\'-' 'AH' tfeffe thii^a tb* apoftlts profelTed i att f 

' ibefe procffslhey gilvebfthe»refttrreaibd of Jefiii* 
Clif^ft J « tfjis'jefd* htttt aod raifed^vnp ;.atid. 
fti^ batb"ftcd* ftlrtfb' ihi^, :wbich ^ye- iiowi fw^and 
p^tf^'^'Am- H« 52/ S», ^Tii» eoiiadcr<it*()n!/#r- 

• 'fJHlfofti*|iis%Ub atr amlV^T^ to'tbr'gre:afteft*o|lj»c- 
-t?(In^%3t wi'S'^'circ* flftade ^to tb^ fpf»i!tt6Woikfof 
^y^i'QHf^y %bd^1mgdAcfkli' to bit wbt^lefw^^o- 
iby^ '?»'H6ii?ii it/^fay unbelievws ^ met lines, . 

• *^ tbtrtydfcf' J^fdi bspofed ^ait 'tlvd 'drppfhftap^es 
Of %h a^aferro^^ to^bb piM»Uc eyer^-adsiiftobscfikkd 

• ffroffe'6P*is ef'c^iorf^^? J' if Jjie wre 



, Iraoffigiwled 

• feh-^th*^ Adtititl^lt %«^5tbn>if befoiei^tjcV J iiftcs, 

jtod-T^WiV- ttiie 'Iffiendild to iieareii,, won© ibut 

- JiW dBi^5-la(^lfe^afcefttt; V If W rcfc^agaiKfrom 

i>TT9ri;or --J ■:>-. .^^..g.' ■•-...; - Mb«^ 



r 



182 Tht RcsurtecHon of Jfi^us Cirist. 

tbe deady and appeared, be appeared only to thofif^ 
irtiQ were ioterefted in his fame. Why did he 
not (hew bimfelf to the fyoagogue ? IJI^liy dtd 

^ he .not appear to PHate ? Why 4>d be not (hew 
hiofeif alire in tbe Ansett^ an4 piybli^ affcfablies^ 
of Jerafalem ?• Had be don< {b» 4iT&df Jity wbuld 

'have been eradkatedi and • every one would haye 
btlieved hU own eyes : bijit tlier fecrecy of all 
thefe events expofetfa tb^m to veiy jail fufpicions, 

.'"and gifethpianfible pretexts ,tp crrarS) if errors 
they be.*' 

> We omit many foltd anCwers.'^o^it objec- 
tion I perhaps we may urge tbem .ov fvtoiie oc- 

!^ cafioiiS|. aad at prefent we contend onrleJves with 
dbfirvingi that the apo&les, who attcntd 'the 
refurreCtion of JefusChnf^ Wfooght miracles in 
the prefenee of all thofei before whom, yao fay,.. 

' Jcfti^Cbrift ought to have prodocedhiiDrc-lf after 
hrs. refbrre^ioo. Tbe af^oAles WTOOght mira- 
des ; behold Jefos Chrifl I fee hit Spirit U behold^ 
ht9 refttcrcdiioa 1 ^< God bat b raifed pp. Jefas 
•Chrift, and be bath {bed fprth if hat yo now. kc 
and hear.*' This way of proving ~tbt refurrqc- 
'- tion of'Cbrift wa) as conyiodng as-tbe fiiewing 

'{•f'himrdf to each .of his enemies, would hate 

•r-bfen ^ 4IS tbe expoCiire of his wowidr before 
i xhttOf Of tbe permitf tag of tbeni: to thrufl their 
^'bandyimo bis.fidei would . have been* Yea^ tbia 

•'was' i inore/ao'ffvine^. ivay^ than that wt»al<^ 

' Irivc beeilij for whkh you plead,^ Had Jefna 

Cbrift IbewB bimfclff they |ni|fbt bw; thought 

him a phantom* or a- cooDterfeit > tbey mig;ht 

; have ftippoicdy tnat a refembiance of features bad> 

occafotiedan iHu€on : but what could an no* 

' 'bvlievf f t)ppaftf ftg^inft tbe.^ica^g of the (kk^ 

the Vaifing- of the d*ad,Abe eitpj]fio|a <kf deviJsV 

' 'iheakeriittoB atadjfdbverfion of.al^ nature ? . . 

It tnay be faid» perhaps, all thefe. proo^ft^ if in-^ 

deed they ever exifled^ were coocluiive* to t^m,. 

wh0| it is pretended, faw tht miracles of the 

apoftles I 
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apoftks; but tfaey caobaivoo wHgkt with o^, 
-vhxo liye ieventeen ceotjuries after them. We 
replfi The tDrpsdes of the apoftles cannot be 
doubted without gWiog int« an umverfal fcepti* 
cifm f without eftabliihing this uowarcantable 
principle^ that, we ought to befieve nothing bat: 
what we f^e ; and without taxing thvee (bits* ^t 
people; eqtially tinfufpef^tdywitb extaavagaoce 
otr this occafion* 'S «> • - 

t. Thcyt who call th««{elyer r/Te operators 0/^ 

tbise mirachs^ would be cbargeable with e^- 

tratagaoce. If tfaiey wrought none, tbejr were 

: impoftorsy. who eodeayored to deceive marikind*- 

If they were impoftors of theleyft degree ofcon- 

* inon ffnfe) they would have ufed foroa precaa- 
'.'tiotis to conceab tbeir iin^ftorew ' Bpt ^^e bbiw 

They relate the faftt, of the tnc^tb* of w^icb we- 
pretend no doubt. They (ptcify timot^ places,.- 

* and ciretfmft90ce8* .They fay^ fuch and fucbs 
' fkdt paffed in fitcb - citteS) fiieb public placcS|. 
' fiich aCCcQibHet, is fight of fiicb m fuch people.. 

Thus St. Paul writes to the Gorintfarat». He^ 
d^reltato arfioCtety.of cbri&t.ana in. the city> of r 

^Corin^h^' He ttl!s tbenii «bat they bad rtceiVed , 

'ibira^culbuagiftiiy'aod ceorurca tbcmibrmakifgr 

» parade >f theoi. He Yeprovies them far drvr-. 

'' ing- to dtfplay) each, bia own gifts in tbet^ .pub* . 

. lie alTcmbiics* He gWca tbew fonc rules Jor; 

* tiiHS ri^latioflof their aondud^iAtbiaeafe*.. <*'If, 
' any^ n^an fpeak rb an* un%newii^tengoe»i let itHbe 

' lly ' t#b, or at the tnbft by 'threes and tiiat. by - 

, <^»rre»,aQd let one interpitt. If therebe na^ in* 

'- tcrpreteK?^^^ bhb keep filHice in the^ church. . 

\^l tbe |to^pheta fpeaV two,* or three If any 

thing bereveaM to- another that fitteth by, let: 

* the firft Ibid his peace/' r Gort. »▼• 27', 3^8, Sec. . 
: latk', with' what faee could St. Paul have writ«. 

teji in this inaiixief td the Corinthians, if all tbafe. 

' &'as had Been falfc } ^ if the Corinthians bad 

received neither tbc ^ifts of prophecy^ nor tbc 

dis€9mmg 
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discerning of spirits, tior' divers kinds 6f tongues-^ ,_ 

-nfcr f .:•- ..•::♦. .J . • 

. •' 9» 'tbten€mesofiChtistig,nipm\x^^t. taxed 
w^tb ^xtrav3giince.-« Sinc^,.qbriftiafu 'jjlprrc^ixi 
tAe' flitoiBg. niiracles, tl^at^ t\ieir preacWs' 
:wpaglit'; .agjt fintc.;tb^ir; preacl^s. £t^\^^ l*^ ' 

')Vouid' htntf beeOr v^yf^afy .to ^iifepvpr ibciriro^ - 
poflorci had they bcco impoftar*. I^n^goljf Ja^ 

• »odrcD ifttpoflAr^ prtaci^og'a oew/rcIigipn^Vahd - 
meUt)din9;tb tfo« glory, dfipon^rming it py.sot^*- 

iDetbod; (kould we tajse t,o refute him }. Should ^ 

• lac affirm Vbtt miracles; do not pf oye tfi^ triitb of; 

-ado^rifie ?* 6ll%ttl4/¥t^ :b^ve, lYcpyrfi^: tQ 'R)1ra•' 
•lalti 'agibift; tb«: f^.\id']^ S^cmld .we not app^ « 
*to; ^r »•«&. eyes .?> ^li^'^'d yt^. wani' ajdj th}og^ 

^ vbrdi than: the difft m^le/^ own pronf^on,^ to cotr-^- 
'iNidl*hiai'6fiint^p^re<?' >'^jby^did noi tt)e avoW— 

. ed eiiedtieil of ebrit^UnHyi w,h<3^ eodjpj^Vored by- 
Ibeir pii!^licftlii^ 10 r<^uxe ^^ jake^thfjfe nietW 
m^^h Koflw waa *U>^ il^al ^^.^ V ^'PH^fyVil^^ 

:tg«fc*«eft:'ik«tagoniflH-.^b^t g^pffij^nit j .pyc*' ^fl**» ' 
«BA.irbo& ^riiiifiga ar« i»!<Mirylb^p^a^yc> deqi- 
lwl^ therftfOa : bttt, aUoFiPg.Jt^ pfipij^ri^^^^^^^^ 
'M :ti&r*poBDta:ef :ihfK iSM^g%mex|t8 ig^iglf the tcp- 

^^ufiiBM, *tbafc;chrWiw» 'Mfwii ^J^^^^^^ •'- 
-^'1^ faf4>pi% (tbQ; {4fr*i?94:of ,4*5^,.nwf aptes qjf .^e 
vipofltes/ do ,Wf :»pt. |a35v.|,^.^^€p% j^^cfci^^^^ 

'tiaiiityVitb?aWbrdity.c?i . > ., - .< | ,- ^ . 

.'inidjfioto^ Tbb faf|>46^iffii'5febarg5fh^|fo H?*'^ 

wiiA itude^ cirisi^^ans^ :W>^(^^ eigmrt^ei^ic gos^t^ 

-Wittf txtraVagaftce^ ! Tb^\;ClF«m9apoflf*pf the 

tinth'ofrteligipo, Dop^ .d^pcn(^ on ^; f^ij^'of: 

• jrtoapla alld!corfc^l^»ce^J?^8^^jesgyre^^IYO-- 
; fdoiid adtt^ti^Hi •! a^d, |hei)e^r|e,,. f^9 ^j^j^jc^of ' 
\ tbofe, .^boi pi^tofefe Aipb ^r -fy^ >, !^»^P0| j^f"* 
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not denocftrate the trstb of their religion. . But 
in the dtyy of the ftpoftles the whole depended 
on a fbw plaii^faAt* Hatb Jelus Chrtft com^u* 
nieated his Spirit to bis apoftles ? Do th$ apof« 
tics work miracles ? HaTe they the power of 
imparting miraculoDs gifts to tholey who embracie 
their doSrine ? • And yet this reiigiont the dif. 
ciii&on of which was fo plain and eafy/ fpreac^ 
itfelf far and wide* If the apoftks did not work , 
mtraclesf one of thefe two fuppofitions jnoft be- 
made } either thefe profelytes did no| deigii rtvf 
open, their eyeSf but facrificed their prejudices,, 
yaffionsf edocations, eafe> fortunesi \^t$% . and- 
confciences, witboat condefcendipg to fpend one 
moment on the examination of this ^e^ion : 
Do* the apoiUes work miracles ? or that, on fop-»^. 
pbfition they did/open their eye$) and did find tbe> 
falTehood of the& pretended niiracleS) fehey ye^ 
facriiic^d their prl^icesi and their paffionsj their 
edncatiottSi^ their eafc) and? tbeif honor, ^bei^^ 
properties!, their conkiences, %nd their liveSf to k 
reltgiosi, whtcb wholly tnrned on tbis faUe prin**. 
dple, that its miracles were true* 

Cblleft altthefe proofs toj^etheri my br«tbre^}r 
coiiffider them 10 one point of y\i w, . %nA . fe|» ho w« 
Mttiyextrwagatit fuppofitions moft: be ad^^iMced^ 
if khe Kf«rre£on of bnr Savionr be dirtiied* 1% 
niift befuppofed, tbat guards, who had be^n par'-f 
ticnl»rly cautioned by their officers, fat down t^ 
fleep, and that, however they deferved credit whea 
they faid the body of Jefus Chrift was fiolen i. 
it rouft be foppofed, that meo Mhf^ had b^en iuw 
pofed on in the moft odious, and cruel mapner ia 
the world| haxarded their deareft enjoyments for- 
the glory of an impoftor* Jt ipuft^be foppofed,^ 
that ignorant and illiterate men, whp had iieiw 
ther reputation, fortune, nor eloquence, poffcfied 
the art of fafcinattng the eyes of all the church* 
It moft befoppofed, either that. Eve hundred per^ 
foils were all deprived of their fenfcs at a time ^, 

% or. 
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er that they were all aetcivcd in thcplaincfl mat- 
tm bf h€L ^ ^r that' tlins multitude : oif-. J»lf^ Vfi Vr - 
ii^e^hf<l^ found 'Out chefccrpt oJP> n'fyei' fjoiurM ? 
drft^f t>ieb¥reiV.est or cil^eaJiotbi^r^iaAA.'/0^.\FeiQg , 
z\h%Y9 tlhh fbfin la* thsii^ ;teIHmonyii . : •Itf tBt)A. be . e 
fiifipdn>d,7th«4; tlie.fQafV iicpen cdorU Qf.jucUca- i 
til^ 4;^^ttld nbt findoota Hkadenv bf^-eoAtradi^ip^ , 
in 'a fyat|>abre .jmpondr^.^ .It tpvH ^ber . f0|>po(<d^^ • 
tK^ Hlie r^poQletv i^tnOble nteo in .Other, csafe^ . 
cliofe ' ]$fi*ci(€ty • t;hb%a pf acts, ikfidv t h^ ^ , t«i i^f a . 
n^hkli i»*r*'Clii'Wp(ibnfavotabfc ficr, tjioir, v)^i^,,j 
IVkijffl hi fsf^pdfe^, that minions. ina4ty.(u{reif^^. 
iHfj^n'fbnm'tilitl^):- tort Dies/' .and ' cniufiiMllws, to ) 
if^d ail uiofi^lY*- hi snbd be {ixpfttitif. tt);at ^cq ; 
iHdcffaW oirfclia w«re wVoogbt in.favf^^of fatfi^* 

^ libod;r'br.all'«he{^f«d84Tiuiibr>dei)iedf ^nd.tlicilt 
itinud be>fiippofadvthat the.7apoflles w^re;.idifta^r 
tluif ^ie^ eMnl«r qK tlir»(ltkiut)r; wsete, idipU^ ^(bif 

^ 'EliB-rifg6tif(Hsu*tt«t> pa^c»d^a^a^o£t^lMJtimtik'f 
©f ^-f^ic r<frilf'reAI»n>' olijefua Chrift/ anp.fotcIfiATj 
aifid'fr4p6nc1t^er 'tbftif:abf. difltnlUx^rftqijUOf'} 
it^iirifetb'lro<tsUbebMght0ef|.cf.iho:jexid^lt^^ 
felf. Yea, I de4l»r«, if^ any ihoAg . baft !fl)^]Ki^> 
n9^ VoBlidelfM in hif it Simh; it'iQofkSrmi'.tms 
dbhftdmli^. r "" liefDtid^^nfrtif cncebaerb#Je ^ HAlfa^ 

edrfip^cfd%^ many-^toiioha oDitHlei^ii i^^4t 
ird(1ii]i1^t^aiief>fific^f(i^s; hftir iiiio<]U^pfiiriM|ir 
l^eV^H^t'a)t'>ltbe^j0Ws,^ arid ^i^be .hea't)ief>%rdi4T 
l^dt y\t\i tb this ciidenc^., Butf tliia dtffiQaltjr. 
ought dot tb wtfiken^iu^ faith. In. the folly^- ofr 
fliatiktfid it4 'ft>lutioi¥ ii«s«i Mea aaexapaible: cf. 
. iTny tftVl^' tO' gr«tify?..th«fir pa^Sionsf aod-'to^ftr* 
i«fri4;t*te!S-rtjfei^»dfci»w'- lUrewirbbUeli'df ^tht }tmp' 
wfnd hfefathtfi^ Imotlinoye ^inmderfiil Iban a bunr 
dfed 6tb1b r "{rfienotlittDa;! *whicbV nifore woflot to be- 
hold tLeia '«very ^ay« "woold equally -^ alarin .ug«« 
It is m>f 'in^ fi7rpfi^g'tt]?in the' fliperftitioa^ 
lAneratidd, 'iu.i^hictt; for-maby: agcai, th0.chri.rfx 

'0 
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•4lan world 'hsld that'cTark,. <iMifiiied,j:p%aii ^- 

' itttis,'>AfrijftbtI^ I* k teoLeratlon^ wbttb.waB Cftrfit<i 

fo far, that when nt^tapbyfical ^efl[i«D$!iKet&4irr 

'•^tcE itt Ih^TchddU* '.jijwteoDi an «wbiah;^veiy 

• one \Jught always to 'hivir liber^ty^to'fp6ak bis 
I ppiibloii ; '#ti*n" the^^wenr%HataianaRtng 'whether 
■ 'tWre were afoid In natui<^'whe'tber nature ab- 
' 'liort-ed a iracuub,' whetlifcr tiiatter were, d&ii^yfibicy 

whether thire wei-e 4itdma,«proper|']r£b called.; 

' 'When it cotsid ht pr»l4d, iQt'di%tt^s oEthis. kind^ 

that Artftotlc was of facb ^r ; fooh ;:ui ^ opLnlonf 

-hn fnfal^iblliW wft^^^^i^^^ dM'^ute was 

/" a(t eidi- ThyiltUieIUI£4lf tfe aaidients^^^^^ 

^^fbr^H^^ ^fi^^ik >li6 f dicdolit^ ^ <&e moderM:^ 

-We 'tec? kittg^t «hd prmcev^v^d tl great part of 

-'^-chVHIe^d6i|},>^u6tiiilf^Oi;fl''p]^p$f-7va' to an inferior 

,lpr'^(!/bfteD t^/otisM^is '«ooid of .botb^fenfe and 

'ace. -I^'U'^oit^inorcf iaCbf^^o^^an' t^e im-^ 

idt fkil6'Of ''(!l/ri^9ns» wiw Wtevef iti. an.M- 

■ *3ightcm;d ' apip4ii ;rtd'aayf of fia^fctriej»; Pajfchal, 

: 'amt J^lbrfin^^; j7 >«kfait;aftiVI Cayidgt f^^Cbartes, 

^A^^^hj^, kd IXlirlBrieDcae themfiilTeii belieYe> <tliat 

:^^|neee ^,ibre«df'«^i(hr*^e]r ■'reduce to a pulp 

^ith t1idr t^6ttt«iii)i€fa tlii^ taOe^fwallowtand 

j^^y is ty Iwdy )9f tbeir l^ed'eemei!^ The to^ 

-^ ^o#t' Anfeellcf •ls:ndtfm«retwwBd&-&l j tbatt your?) 

*f pfd^Hl^/tftl l''^'YoQ^^7rofe(»:io/be)tflve tliem It a 

:t jVfdlH^eiCjt', •Ad'a>beir^.lkilii^tO'%tiow tlitft<m>fti'8| 

-' ¥<fultei^fersjr ttftd^dronlcY^c^' onia' £it&c jsverlafttng 

^' tuntfhin^nts fbeVe,'«Qd;aIt&otigb.yo'ttiCtunot.i)e 

'fig^noranH efvyour bdbg 4q t^ ^t^i Hft| yet yoa 

' are a^ ifeafy ^boat futunQ% 'ar if ^ou. had< fiead 

* -yotir'oaiDfcs in'^tbe' book o^Kfief: and.iad.oo>rea« 
; ibn'to ent^rt«^ <6e :ielEiftik>tibt of y^r faba* 

^ tW'fefurrcailin (rf^^^rtrt'GhHfrr I ftaUicuia 

•you only a few m<i^ment» Moget' ifl-^jiiflifyiog^tbe 

\ }byTui AtidlaAiiitidns/Wliiqfi.it. (Produced) ::tf iTbu 

•ibicc of rejoicing and falvatioD) id in -the tabet- 

" " oaclca 
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oaclet of the nghteobs t tlie right hand of the 
LAtd doth Tftlitmly. The right hand of the 
Lord if canlted : the fight hand of the Lpti 
•doth Ytltaatly." 

The thfce melaociioly days that pa^ed between 
' the death of Jefus Ghrift and . bis refiirre^tion, 
were days of trioaiph for the eo<xnies of the 
churchy Jefos Cbrift rifeth ' again ; and the 
chnrch triumphs in Its tarn : ^^ The voice of !«• 
joiclng and falvation, is in the tabernacles of the 
righteous. The right hand of the Lord doth 
^iQiantly." t 

1. In thofe itteianchbly daysf . Atf rf ^ ^r/tffftpi&^il 1 

twer truth. The greateft objeAlon that . was f 

. made agaiaft the fiatisfa^loo oi Jefos Chrid, was \ 

?taken from his ianocencei which is .the fonnda^ 
tionofit. For if Tefas Cbrift were innocent^ 
where was divifie |ttfttce when he was overwhelm- 
ed witk < fuffisriBgSf and put t^ 4ea;th ? Where 
was it^ when. he was «xpoCcd .. td the Anbridled 
Vage ofthttipopttlaee ? Thi» di^eolty Ceems at 
£r(l ind^CTolnble* Yea, rather let all jtile guilty 
perifli ; rather let all the pofterity of Ad^ be 
plunged into hdl ; farther let divine ji^ice deftroy 
-every creature that divine |;oodnefs hath made, ] 

than leave fo tnanf virtucsy fo mech benevoleocei 
and.ftf hluth fiervoirr, bomslity fo profound, and 
aealfo great, wttbout Indemnity, and reward. 
But wlien we fee .that Jefus CbHfi, by fufferiag 
death, difarmed it, by lyitig in the Soo^b look 
^away^it^ fting, by his. Crucifixion afcesded to a 
throne, the dtfEcnlty is diininiflied, yea, it van* 
iflieth away : <> The voice of rejoicing and fa!« | 

ration, is In the tabenmcies of. the righteous* y 

Therigh^ hand of ^he Loi4if ea^alied;* ^e right 
hand of the Lord doth valiantly." God, uA 
it&naie recoacHedi r dif^ne |oAi^ is .fttkfied ; 
henceforth we rtiay go "boldly to the throne of 
grace. There is now no Gondei^natlon to them 

which are ia Ghrifl Jeftf. Who AaU layaof 

"• • •' '' ' l ' . . V ^. . . tiuog. 
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The ^€Sitrr(ct$im of Jesus ChriU. i8a 

r tbiUg to the charge of God's eka? Wbo is 

lid tbkr con^ferM\ti ^' ^€t is »€brift 'tb*t aiea\ 

-Ronl» viuV'4i i32r94« ' *. \ •»*' - t .*.> 

2. In tbofe mocumfol diys tf^cl^//(^ friimphed 

I the ini^f^rdifpUyed^is fyfteio^ittAsitiag^li^ 

fe5^Wgf^$e^ i^,\^i^t 1^^ .?AdUd«ifefs:*J^ 
■Bless :Gpd kni^ dU /** 4^1 fVfnis >ajji<r M*^ ;^ 

Vficked; . ^ #A^ )C/i^ 0il^ id Siciinahian v '^iiitis 

^ : » . So l»ie vlWicai r!|il»let vdukr lilie /MF^^dB, Bri;«si| 
^GodiOaddie/ <xnr :ir}Ltdiui4t^s\i$ikidu.A^Hk^04 gndr 
■dU. j6by'*wHo:beft kn^firvbU «fi&;«i*lS tHWlft if4(«/fei*f 
*liiyiag . ; .thai 4», a Cajrlng^.^td ' Qfi::^vWdMW^ •:«*& : t?^ 
%j'Wj«^ftar.f(>sthe."wc*dTf<M*jih fifftilies./iljli :ipprip|u/^£ 
'^Itwu^nLctud ]90it>^UiTTiKAra»f frlf;p]«iH2rp## ^ t^^*. 
tics onithofe iv}i»*^etffifted iliJ^eAiSc^jeldf ii.Qpi}.,:»n4 
of the p^feSiotfi r«n<l e9DCj(}IentM -Of jii^;|}«)vi490ce« 
even vth^iXt lie ^ fv^BTjBtf^i thf ni ^q> ^^k . HAtf^r 't|:ke |iv^ 
terri«Q5Cftlawiti&5i \*! )^or.r^o«l.« it^«:<rPA f^f ttnl4 
.WecaUiist4ir6 *. /fielrafpsfidk^^Q^SiCII^^ «i'.i^i»^ "tt^ 

This. arts isi!psrd9il«blc.€qiH]Kr tafVe:linv9 nf j^pr '^t^Xpt 
pitt«ty>' bm.vU»At ,»ii i^bWdjly ,to ji^Vfiift^ia It jji^ >; 
If^yourj^ueff^ntr^ffst^nta <1^ .%9t .i}ii4/»(H»V!e.y«|^«;pp fa-j 
tureimesdns can.- !Ypiir'niiJ# is .p^it-M^taiitijiyii* Puf^^ 

4ffi£ne^-i9r it; .Yh« H>|^weiW.Vj»rd.qrigii^|y %.^iM 
to Mett,. l^m^diam} A ad* V^bistt. am^ll^d. tp^^qfti; ^/ 
nusSiuSt to ^CM§,t^% \$, to^aiK Orod;J>x«l*^w4V*fW: 
'bHn. .6riMTMmadl(l«r;sy^<l%(;^t the. ^4r<f%lo«^ honors., 
«bkh.w«i« jpgtld tp.G^, ,ii9«rc of foii^. l<n:^• .^hCf 
ivotoitida of th<5 w^Ole^bP^y 3K?^» .«ne « The .^w i^g -^ 
o&lhfc:hoadsinother:, f i»W5 ,V«ndkig;i9f pip-vUpp^rpsre ^ 
o£<la bodjr JbdjR^iUs tHe ii^tkttfii^, third ; .^ti^ac^aifiexioji y 
tbOjfi^QSKb: M«^itie.H ^»» a. >pttd ^« Wrff, Lex. r 
Iik^tilljdfil JVfiySl MS Cirod ifaifudtr vforibi/ffted,,f^r}le*sei , 

r ' i J •• IT'.'. . • : 
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i 96 TiS^ 1?^ 5ttiTei:<id»^ of jfesus dirist. 

iba^\sacse9fic€tbi'0ndto:ifim. 'that. saeri/tvetH not j 
m is.tke goH^ ^q'i> the ^hncr^ and he, thut^sKocar* 
€th as he that feareth an Qathf Eccles* iz» 3^ 
. / , . Jrfus 

|tai8Ht.is.rend»r«d f taini 'JBcv« ^. letstifee/! before ibp 
I*<>rdf:;:a C^tirpiu y-i^ 13. Solomon kmeted down p^^cajL 
bi$ ■ kfui^ef . , . Tkt henflipg.Qf the Ki|ee bemg a uiM^ 
ioJten^ respect, viiiicli peo|(le |^atd ^ o^e cmoifi&^r.' wHen 
tee} me^, tHe wordnvas transBemM ^ rfais affc^, and 
H pi^)>eri/M/ttltf/2Kiri((8 W. ti^. i€¥hM m^t ad^ 
Rtao «dA(/e him aot. • Tbe famer token 6£ v^p^d being^ 
pai!^i^» the word was alio applied to that : They 
iietied Rebekah, that if, they bade ber farewell, accom- 

Salty i«^ fheiir 'gl»od Wiflwa with ^mfiixbak. * From 
ifo knoNvn «f)ieamii^ eC the «o*d» it was applied to a 
l^fidi4g«f th^ kace wlwreno btieflus; cotdd^be hl.tend* 
ed'; he-msidehir-cameb' hml dotmn, ^Gftn^axif.-xt. 
It wi« p«t <*Maettines<for the-reCped^ that was paid \q 
a magifKraie* Gen. xli. 43. and loroetinses for the ne- 
(xkB, which idola«(Brs pi^d to falfe gods. But to boto 
- $he htee ioi^tt idoi<iintM to deny the e:iktenee of Ged^ to 
yienoUnce his ^uoNkip'f or^ in the foriptare ft.yle» to eurae 
God, td lititepbeme Gpd, k,t,' If I beheld 4he wnicrtbe 
iMim^aMmy^^totaibiktl^HttedmybtMt iehqiddhave 
Med ihe God, that U ak^^ Job xi6ti. i4» 27, ^8/ On^-^ 
3y tW fcope of th< p!i6e« theKelore, can determine the 
pttt^e^ hieantiig of the • word. The word ^wn& be 
rbndef^ ^cireel <^jr, God,' or renotuiee hk ^porsbib. Job 
i . Sf'ii, aad nt mutt be rendered bluet aeknamkage, or 
%betahip him, in vilr.-at.' iThe S>^ttagi«f« after a long | 

farcafticpan'pbrare, lapiidred to haire been fpok^n by < 

jm*ii ymt, ^r^ders ^e^hAifo eipim ti rema pr^ Xnrim 
Mai ^^^tileittai To bring* ojir: meatunr intoU- narrow 
<compa^!t^'' If^^aiicl^i 'Jew h«d tetn>^tL'dumh man 
bend his knee ih tlkfta^etiiktelei or in the f»fi^c« h^* 
woufd h^vf? ihid h^ ^^bttei/ the I.QRD* H<ad he taea 
him; behdl^is icnee at coumi in the ^refence of Solo. 
mon, he would have faid he Uektedt that 4s, he *alitted 
the Kijsp: A lid had hi'feenhim bend Ki s\ knee > in « 
bimscd^Saali or tn an idtAatrcut grove, he would hare 
^ f^id, YMhktsed aninohi or, as the efinbracing^of idola^- 
try W9& rhe renouncing Of the wOrCbt^ 06 the tiruel Qtidg 
hewoyldhaye fatd,:he''CKfjei/ JsHo^lkH. Wei h4v« I 

vArnred this tonje^^O' tO prevent any prejildioes i 

Againft'thcrfin^Hfti'biblev thit why artfe froni tUeiifeeM- - Q 

anglyuacertaia meaning of fome Hebrew woxdi. ^ 



T/U Risurrtciion of Jtsm Christ igt 

Jefot Chrid rifetb from the dead ; << The voice 
. olT rejoiciog and . falvatioD) is- in ' the 4(berbacl^ 
of the righteous.'' The fyftcm of tho- infidel 
finks 8 ^* be fcrrsy not knowing tb^ fsripttires,. 
nor the' power of God^*' Matt. xxit. 29; ' 

3. lotfcofeoifilial ^ayrvy tyranny tfiuMfiifd aver 
the perseverance of nturtyrs* ' - loiioeen«^<^' Was op^ ' 
prcffed, ^ff^' the fewardis ^of >vltt«e fecnied t6 be- 
bu-rifed in' th*<t totlib ^{ hiitif who; aboVe -all others;- 
had dev/Ked- hiriifelf tli it* -Jeftis 6hri(l> l-rfetlr* 
again : ** The voice of rejoicing atid &lvatton, 
IS ifi the tabemaeles of the rigbtcoosw'^ ^he de« 
. figns of the enemtes of innocence aie tW ^tifftr»t« 
cd, aod their- artemptsto dUgjVace pafff]^ fer«e^ 
onlf ito exalte ikt glofy> aiid te^'perfktuaie it^ 
memroty*' Leitbe lyranta o£tbe cborch, thetit't 
rage Ugainft ns ; let tbe gate* ^fhe^^ Iff Ml« »vu'' 
la^tonfoU todeftrdy^ua ; iertbe kings! i^t^fty: 
earthy more furious oftener than hair itfelf) set » 
themselves against tbe rLord and against kfs 
anointedy Pfai. ii. 3> let them fet up gibbefsykt q 
sbciti eqiiiprtgatlejrs, let tbein kindle! ^fire^^toJ^Dm i 
us, and pre(>ateVatki t«:tol-t«re qs ; tbey Ithanw? 
felve^ and all tKelr^cruerinvenstoisy ihaUrerTe- 
tbe pni!|»ofes^ ^f the almighty God : :T-fae\/f^« '* 
Syrian is' only the red of bis^ t^ger, Ifa« %• ik« ^ 
*^' Herod and Pilate- do only Wibat^bis - hand and 
bi^ codii(bl determined before to be done,^' A^ 
!▼• 98« '^G6d kooweth bow to reftraki their fin->> > 
and to fa^^ to themr >8 be faith' to thei ooean^^ '* 
<^ Mitb^rM» iliaft ' thou co^me^ bnt nopfirrthsr ':•'' 
and-here^(b«i^nh7*prolfd'Waves be ftayed," J^* 
xxxviii. 2* . ii r >; 

(4. Fttsalfy, \n ttiofe flltal days, deatb triumphed 
over ' all humwi hvpe of immortal gloiy^ ITie 
deftiny of all believers is united to tbaV*of Jefos > 
Gbrift; He had faid to his difcipleS) because *t 
livsy ye 9hall ' live a/fo,*Jobnr xiv. I9v '.In Jike: 
manner, on ' the fome orinctf te, we may Ca^i It 
he be dead. w« are diad alfo^ And bow^cookk' 



1 9^ Tht Risurreition of jesns CAri$h' 



s hvf^ JlO^ |o iirfi, \f^n i^ho i> oOr. Iifr>|b8d 

Ji^fiiA Chrift lifettjji from t lie. 'd^fl^'^ ** Thm yoire 
of rejoicing'if . ift lh« wb<iri^lcU»vof tJlir right«.i^ 

nity ; dfoiKis An4lIom4'Mpx vf> W^W -t ' Cor* , 

my «)lfef%M«li*#y t fet^ipy Mhiobpw unacr tie« 
^gi^i afield ^glQ ^tletilMBt o^tBf^ of my/ bo^r 

aU .myi r«&ft;9;;iaU J (el, di|%t^ fwef ^ :%wi»y t^e 

ar^ an ffwn^-iOWAi^f'Ul^ Ot»^f 4Mi^ 6« k^ there 

^y^h gHiibiM-Kf itfe ttiMPK9lM|vdf4r WU:K foi^l* ^A i 

my ^oispiliy j^ i^Uii4tw^f c«vi»^Ui>^idi|$f<rk)r^. 
inf ^cfti»<ort in ,d«rgr9ii&^ ';»; If t M^ foH^^^r (a tbe 
f nwVtJbc t>oR€9|y itk«>af€4Ct« tbe,.fMCioi»ft r^m^Uif 
0fitllir.4esif,paH of jnyfflf-$...t»y^c^ve«fe U fM£#. 
pai4«c^ jbit$ (^ 0D«.dcAMkyeji;..f^tMarttii;ai|t^ 

fro(tLthe:d»adJiid ^itf^t^e %#(( 4«nf ;4l^.ffiff*.: 
hi reptiefiBttttWci .b# if: fci^-fiirviy' ^ !i^ i^bM&ifcf' i 
'StM£i^4i»it^ctf th%P iMilil (top*. ;lf Ite %irtf : 

eiKf' mcM' glofioiiA } '. T4»e> tr^mpban't- <»trkar 
o€coii|^ticrart|ibe{b&g»ib'it rend- the aib Id prfti€»». 
of/theMr..f^(^o%99.:tbc:.|>yi»iliidl oalwdijch »lM;ir.^ 
e3|ipl0iu)arcetrai»teitded to.|la{tefttyi.w3w . 

ha^e ,iabd(pad ar^ge^vfra^'iHiuii^ In larinyv btfovi • 
bUxSutbe-^rtiti^iatod it^fiibd .th« rage pi t ^ i.i 
otight /ttot all; tbefc to yield. ip th£: joys that are^ 

occaO^ned.; 



t%e Resurrection of Jesus C^risU^ lo j 

occafioDed by the event which we celebrate to 
da^ ? Ooghc not all thefe to yield to the vi€to« 
Ties of Our tneomparable -Lord, and to hh peo« 
pit's expreflJons of praife T One part of the 
gratitude^ ' whfch is due to beneficiai e^entft^ rs.- 
to know their vftkiey and to be afib^led with the 
benefits wbieh they procure.' " '^' 

Let OS celebrate the praife of the amhor t>fi' 
oar redenipttonf my bitthreti ; lettis calt heaveiv 
and earth to witnefs onr gratitude* Lei an \h^ 
creafe of zeal accompany this part of oar en*- 
gagCBients* Let a double' ^tion of &re from* 
heaven kindle oar 'facrifice '; and with a heart*- 
penetrated with the livelied g<ratitud«, and whlv' 
the moft ardent love, let* each cbriilian eKdaim^ 
**^ Bielfed be the God, and Father of my Lord* 
-J^fos Chrift, whO) according to hit abundant- 
mercy, hath begotten roe again to, a lively hope, 
by the refurredion of Jefos Ghrift'frora the dead,"' 
1 Pet. i. $• Let hinj join his voice to that oC* 
angels, and^ m concert with the celeili al intelli'- 
gcnce$, let htm fing, **-Holy, bolyjholy, is the' 
Lord of holls^;. the whole earth is foil of his. 
glory," Ita. vi. Si L^et the iabernactei^ the- 
rigffUous refdtind wlth*^ the text, the right, band 
of the Lord djah vj^iantty::the right, band of 
the Lord doth validntip 

' Bert it^at melancholy thougfan arc thef<*>l 
whtch interrapt the plea fibres of thi^ d^ ? Wfaofe 
tabernacles arc thefe? The tabernacles of the 
righteous P Ah i my1}rethren V yto be to you, 
if, under pretence that the righteous ought to 
rejbice to-day, yoo rejptCf by adding iia to fin I 
The fefurrcftlbn of the Saviour cf the world,' 
perfcAly affbrtswifh the other, parts of hit econ- 
«ny. It is; a fpring flowing with motives of' 
liolinei^. 6^ has left nothing undone* In the' 
work of your falvation. The great work is- 
ibillled^. JcfoY Ghrifl completed it, when he rofe- 
bom the tomb. The Son hath paid the r^U'- 
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Spirit Iuiih.|>i>blil^e4' llj tM. b)P-vini>ttBi<er^b)iE 

Eut the more preci^^v&Tt^Mf g^iwt ,i^:tj|»e.^Qre/ 
y«ui(Const(fipk<^f i^ W Tbe.iKQrp jftjj^ mittT 

ytu to^fcijUfl^f vow »vl>|ei«i|H. tp.djf<?b<y hiw* . Hc,^ 

by tbic fftOurKtAiOR A<>9)^tK|i <tvB4>?^u^ ».i*fcptr«^ 
o\mvt. in;o Jhf« :b«^D^r. ^Jyi^.lv^ w*gl^* bseik hi? 
ette(»k»« ftod d^lll i:l|cs9 i<k pieces Ukic a] pott^f's^ 

^tfftli" ^o<9< ^* ^ ?^^^* >k^v i^^ttbpO;CBtfr' 

^ mtat^ic r«9^AfjH^^ } ^ Doft ttif^ a^pfOftch. the/ 

ta^hle ^f Jefuft^ Chtift; -wi^b 4tt«rfp^a^tioa9; ta li^e. 

ofckQr.eonimaniQiiSf-aofll: T^Uj^a f{:ili«al«, doth;^ 
npi ill?. iir:t2ie, f^ecii^ ti.rrit oi qur eoou^Qnions 
aod f(pl«ijfinm{?s^ THc repjpcfent^tion vi Jffasf 
Gbriftin xb^ Lord's, fvpper ; certain T^e^bos^ 
fb^t novf . Coi>f«leDC«i ; mi • «n0r(iordi^af y 9ttVa-; 
tigfi ,U>,, tha.npblr|V ; ob]^. »».. /cMgiot^ t tb« fo. 
leiimities th»t beloQg: to ot^f f j^bHc ffAiyajs ^ aq,fc 
fpire us with .^kijDd ^ ^^^oiioa;^ bat.h<l,w .oiteo^ 
d9f:8t^^ devotion, yaiMili; wub.«the obj«Af ^b^- 
pC04uc^dit? Tfo^fe. ftoguft .tymboi^ (l^ttldfot« 
I9W 4h^© ii>ta,thf w^rf^te in tbf world. A v©i<;e . 
&ou)d /ound in.fb'tj^ t^tt ^aniidUx t^Cc tiinpttli of : 
the world J amtdi^/tbe <di|ip^t4i^ fcti^f li. t)ia \i%^ . 
{^9ge tby tn^nd ; aiffid^ tW p^^aCures^ tb^t faiH-^' 
lurc tt)ine eyes ^ aoM.dfi th« gfa^d^4r ;^nd { glpcy , 
nihxJi /tb^u f;aiif«Tk*^to hl^zc jiff^^dr/thccy and^ 
vitb which thou tbyftfll, altbougb^ f^jr^ 1 alwayf^ 
mortal, alwj^s a worm of the earti, always du{^. 
sa^ aflie«| art th« Erft to bc,d%a(shrd; a voice » 
fhpu|d fo.u|id4u tbitiecaHy .R<men>b^r thy ^ye^wilii t 
vremejnl^er tbtiic oatbS| ifm/imbtr thy joys. 

My 
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1^ RHutretdiii i^/^pm (^^^ jgj-^ 

My bret^^cn, jf you be nqt to-njorrow, aod^ 
tU4 tiie »i;tt iird'a fiippcr-iaj^ wbai you ar« to- 
^^Y% we recaU a|t th^ JDOOgratulationt^ all the ^ 
b^edi^fpii)u- add $11 .tb<B deeUrationd ,of joy, 
W;bic;b, «« have; adi^cflPed t«^ you** Ihdead.' of: 
congratalfitii?^ . jIDjH- ou ypur- b«ppincft in being , 
piermhttd^ to approach* Gro^ iff your 'dcyotions^^. 
vfjt willdi^pbre your wici^dneCs lii ^ddi^gvptfi^ 
dy and perjury to all. yo»r Other ei;imes>. Inftead^ 
•I beoedi(£tLOj}| and vovs^ w& will cryv ** ADatb«: 
*rfna» MaraiAdit ; if any. ^lat^'ifoTe opt. the I^rd^ 
Jf(u5 Chrjft^itt l»^ be Aj^aih^.roa,'* 1^ €!v, xvi. . 
23« If any mao who bath kiCTed tHe Saviour be* : 
tctiy^ b\mj ht kim'Sti*^^i^l>^fnf09' M anymaii de- 
file the myft<;ries of ott|r hoTy rflTgioD, lei Bim bt^ 
Anatht^M0. . \i tny^ o^.an " tread iit^der fcwt. the. 
Son of Ood) and count theb^oodtof the c^ve»ant :>: 
an unholy tbingy, Set- biin be Ap^itbema^*' Ileb^ 
x^ 29. Inf^ead of iavitin|p tbee to celebrate the' - 
pfaise oi^ijic author of bitr beings we forbid thee^ 
tl^ pra^ee> fpn it hcomly ^silfjiirthe tt^rigbti- 
Pfalf xxxiiu U Qod% by. oor ihinTfbry, saitU Xiov^ 

to t<iht mjf sovtnmi /fi ^bj- mouth J^VhX* \.^ 
le^ Wlw.dotl],thM^.O)Oiitbiiow blcfr my name^V 
ap4 t]^ bUlj^beme.lf '; now praife mc-tby Crea- ; 
tori^n^, t'licfi dt{a»)e.ny creatprp s now; plil)r^' 
liJh iAy>gofjp^J,^od ttieppfof^nei^ ? , I 
XfjoaJbifi 90|itcftry9 your five agreeaWy to the: 
e^g^^mtnxt iot^ wbicb.yoii^hfiye eotere4. to<i' 
d^y; what ag^y, vhjat :a day^ liybrctbfeoy. ij|, 
tkWdSy I A day i& which' yoU bave^ periforiqed l 
the great worky for which God formed ydui anct 
which n all t&itdefcnret the attention of an im-^ 
mortal foal* A day in which many iaipiirttiesy 
nany calummes^ ^^*y .R^?^*'^'^^^ a^iona^ oaaoyr 
perjuries^ and nany oaths, bave been btiried io 
everlailing (ilencc. Ic is a day, in which you 
kavebeen wa&ed in the blood of the Lamb ^ in 
whi^; y9i|| tore CBtcred into ielloiwiHip with 
' *. God J 



God ; 10 Which foo have heard thefe triamptfanf 
fiieuts in the churchi GracCygrace unto if^ Zech. 
iv. 7* A day in which ^oo have been raised up- 
fogttber^ and made to >sit togttbtr iri heaveniy 
places in Christ Jesus j ^ph.^ ii* 6* A dayi the 
pleaHng remembrance of t^bitrh will follow yott^ 
to your death-bed) and? will en'able your paflOrs 
to open the gates of heaven to you, to coaitnit 
your fools into the hands of the Redeemer whl>^ 
ranfomed it, and fay to yon, 'Bementberi on'fbcb 
a day ypuf (ins were effaced ; remember, on 
fuch a ^%Y JefDs Chrifl difarnaed (fe<ad) ; reineni- 
ber, on fuch a day the gate o^htis^en was opened, 
to you. 

O day ! which the iLoid hath made, let mc 
for ever rejoice in thy light t O day of defigns,* 
refoltttionSy and promifes,^ may I never forget 
thee ! O day of confolation and grace, may a 
rfch eff'ufion at the peace of God on this audito- 
ty^ prefe»ve thy memorial through a thoufaiid 
generatrons !^ 

Heeeive this peace, my dear brethren, I 
fpread over you hands wafbed in th« innocent* 
btoodof my Red'eemer ; and as othr riftn Lord 
Jefus CbrifV) when he appeared to his difciplea, 
faid to them, Peace^ peace te unto you / fo WC|^ 
by his command, while we eelebrate the nitmo« 
rable hittory of his reFurre^tion, lay to yot»i 
^* Peace, peace be unto you. As m^ny as walk 
according to this rule, peace be on t^em, and 
mercy, and upon the Ifrae! of God,'* John xx» 
19,21. Gal; vi. 1 6. To him be ho»Dr and glorj^ 
fer evert— *Ancm ' 
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£p«^ SjVflths i^ri shall not see :, neithht 'siaUf 

* ih^ , §o(f o/.^Jaiok regard iu Und^r$tan4'i jt - 

* tnost .hrutUfamotig thje peopU : : andj^ ' /odls^'. 
vfJUen wil(j,$ 1^ «rw P^ , JBe, that planted the\ 

; iavy sbant^e^notiMrJ S^ytkafkrmed tbt 
^ ait^ iJ^afl \e nofi 3$€ f" Efe^ that €kaistiMh^ 
' jSu l^^ttfiisiail wprJ^ correct f jft> f^ii^ 

', tfachetk mixn kmfliidef^ afylfmt f,^: iniiw f .; 

•etd froor the Jiumth p|C a maPt- ¥ftio ^oipes- tr^vV 
tM (iefesids iu Tbcy aretliie i^v;^ ^09|^iV> Qlt. 
%»t; ?h^J?l«*4 »; 4^e«>»t« Wff. i Mite ffel 

fty odiQiis Bi^ea* , ,.. , .. , . . ^ 

gjiuljiqg their q^ds ]by thj»,;cpitia{KtiQii. pf thejcp 
heansj^and choofiog rather Wa4:ya]^9. the moft)^ 
^lpab(e abAir^iicHtbati to. give the'kaft checl^ 
to the moii irregular. piM»nn. , Heaibo'v ibe.^ 
facred authors treat peopte o^ tUv cbara^ei:*. 
KMy people t$ .fpoti||t^. they/ .have i««t .known 
nie ; they are rettilb.fhUdrcn^/ th^y b^v^,i;i9 m^-, 
derttaacltiig.: The, ogcknovi^tb bU onrner^ and; 
tbe> afs bii mailer *» crib. 4 but Ifi-ael (^oth. t>pt^ 
knowt,my people dotl^ npt 'coofider. Kpfiraim ts 
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ifS- . Tke Absurdity oj 

like a Tilly ^ove^wtthMst hc9rUf O^^n^attirar 
•f vipers, wBohatb WsTrited ^ocf \6 'fiee from the 
wracb to come? O foolifh GMatiaos, who hatb 
bewitched you,*' Jer. iv« H^, Tfa* i. S. H«& viu 
1 Ir Matt*- iiu 7. and Gal» iH«.|f« 

Kot to muftiply examples, Tet it faifice to re- 
mark, that, if e^er tliei«-Wf%<ii^ii, who deferv- 
«d fuch odious names, they arc facji a5 our 
prophet defcribes. ' 1 nofe - abotf>ii^abk men I 
ttiean, who* in order to violate the taw3 of re- 
ligton without rehiorfc, msintam^ that religtott 
is a chimera ; who break down all the bound's^ 
Which* God hath fet to 'the 'wictedoefs of man* 
kind, aiid who'determi'ue, to Be pl^tlinate tnlidel^, 
t&at ibey inay be - perteabli li^crtitfes; Tfic 
jiropiiety therefore, lays afide^ in re'f|fed: \h thein> 
tli;^; chanty, iwhich a Weak lAihd'Wbiild iiient, 
tha\ errs only ibrou^h the nihforttiue of^ '^ b'a'd 
educatioD, pr the ilrait limits pf a narrow ca« 
pacity. <* O ye moft b'rutifli ^mong the peo* 
pde," fays he to them, ** undtrftatid. Ye fools, * 
when willye. be wife?" - 
' Peo|>1e of this fbrt, I intend' td attack to-dayv ^ 
Hdt'that I * jrotnifc ittyfelf moth ruc<^s irtth' 
them, Of ent^rtalp hopes' of ytthiint^g'themi^ 
Theft are; the ybo/^, of whom Solomon fays^' 
*^ though thou ftooldeft bray a. fool in a mortar 
among wheat with a peflie, yet will not his 
foolimnefs depart from him," Prov. xxvVu 92«' 
But 1 im tfndeaTOring to prevent the progrefs or' 
the evil, and to gnaid our youth* againft favora- * 
bleimpreffions of infidelity ^nd Ubertibrfni, which* 
ha vl( already decoyed away 'too many of oar 
young people, and to confirm you all in your at- ' 
tach men t to your 'holy, religion. Let q^ enter 
into the matter. .^ 

In the ftyle of thtfacred authors, particularly 
in that of our prophet, to deby the exigence of 
a God, the doArine^f Providence, *and- the eCDeti^' 
tial difierente between juft^n^ uttjQ(l> Is one ancff 
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whi^l hayejt^jceo.my te3Bt»,wttb )he fbiinecptJit 
yi'VLh tbe£&y*tliir^ gtai. .firtkuhrly with the 
teath,. 9nd fr^m wiU perfxiVe, tb^t the prophet 
i^ooicuiKis thein« who Cay /n ^i&^/r hearts^ there is 
120 Gxjtf^ yntk >tbofe,/vho fay, CroJ hath forgotten i 
/le^ ^fdcUf ,bU JJifffyJ^^^ ity PfaL 

. Xn^iScAi althmigh the lafi of tbefe dodrines 
m^y bcL ipai^tmiaed withoot adaHttiag the firflf 
yettbe ia(l is no lefs efTential to religion than the 
irtt. And althoHgh^A man oiaylbe a deidy. aod 
aa epicureapy withoot beit^ aa. atheifty yet, the 
{yflem of .an athd;ift is fio more odioas to 'God 
ibaotbat of at|i.epicuroaii|..atid th$t of &deif^« 
.A (h^U, tbereforey niake but oqq.maii of thefc 
different meny andy after the example of the 
pruphety I fliall -attack hiis with the fame arma* 
Id order to jufttfy the iltles^ that he gives an in* 
. fidely I (hall attack, 

Im His tafte* 

XL HispQlicju^ .... 

lU* His indocillty* . , 

IV. His Ipg^^syj or .to ijpcaacmore jTOf«^I]^ 
•bis.way ofreafoning. * 

. V. His morality* 

VL . His confcience« 

VH« . His politeBets; •and kaowledge of the 
world, i 

. Id all tbe^c refle&ipns^ wbicl^ I ihall propor* 
tioii to ttie length of thefe ezercifesy I- IhaH pay 
more regard to the genius of our age than to that 
of the times of the prophet t and I^all do tbta 
the rathery becaafe we- cannot determine on what 
occafion the pfalm was cottpofed^ of which the 
text is a part. 

'i.'ifyop eonfider the tof «ry the diCcefnment 
and choice of. the^ peogpley^ !whom the prophet 
%>eaksy;youwUlfee, be*h«d a great.^gbt to ie^ 
«aAiaate then most iruUsb fSdJooiM* WiM 
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^ What difcHcc* -ircbtttt^! Wiijit ffhonlEctMiibiift 
^ iit^the %rmy-i Whtt acclAenW itt tradcit • Wii<t 
^iirtctrtatmy hi ftiefloe 1 'WltJif- Wttferfi^ft fji 
iffcafbre^ Wfiatiu^bnerfn^cuatidn^ ' Wh*t 
Mnconftaflcy ii| richei!. What difappainrdi^jres 
fn pt6j<^as'4 /Whfltt iflfiaeltif ; hi fHcntfmil) I 
What ▼icMltodeff in ^brtupc A ' .Uftfci-ablc man U 
^What win HVippbft 'thee Ond«r*ib tnafly 'ralaM«. 
•iic«-? WlWt'iniflfrafeie cbtoforters are th^ paf- 
^iioaa til thefc*aid pcrrodidf JiftT How inadew 
^tfatril'phlttiib^by Hfelfj h6w itiiproper ts ^'Zieno, 
hoir unequal aire all •biiBttawcrs tcr^be tjfft df 
' caiitiHtg a potor ntttrtal-, When they ^8 Win, 
'*< Mhfoitifnea'^^arc itifcpafabkf*<>iii ftywan ha* 
tOTC. ^No mUti'lhboW think Wnlftrlr '«KeiApt 
^rom any thing, that bclongs to the 'condition of 
■^mahkind. If maladiea he vWcitt, thfjr^ vHl be 
flion ; If. they be long, they v>iH be tolerable, 
A fatal necefKity prevaila over^ all mankii9(i ^ 
complaints and regtets cannot thii^e the ' ordeir 
•f thing*. "K getitrtfOG >^fobt fttonld be fuperior 
to all event*, it -ftiootd defpife a fyraht, defy foi^ 
•tune, and render Iffelfinfenfibie to pain." . Tol- 
erable rbfle^tofnatna book, pUndble argqiheAts 
tn-a pfvbllc anditoiy 4 ^ Bit weak xtit€i\6n^ 
irain ai^ti'fticnts, in a bed of iitfirmky^^ while i 
man' ii'fiJifermf ^he' paitt^-thfc goit, *6r the 
•ftorte*i'*'-- ■ •' • ' 

' Q \ 'ho%^*itp€^ffi^*l<-rtiiigion tb -us In thcii?" 
ftkt^l drcntA(lam»(s ! It %afceth tout iii a 
jtoatmeriofimtety ihoreprdpef to toihfbrt nt- ittv 
tkf titf HeaVieft iiffiiMdnrS * Rdlttofi iklthr to 
yoo,'^^ Oat of the inottth of the Mon Ifltgh pros* 
^eedtith ^H indt|jAdd,*Lifti^ iln Wt •••ffc 
fottkidJi light -andr^^cfelhititt^ airlMfa \ he hiakMT 
{ciKfraad '^re*fcte«i*yril;'^fa;^^^ t^^^hatt 
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ti|«r»^«evil-uM]i4 ctlfv'«i^>'(iM('Lflr(l Inlli not 

]ro«r»i}£:ht' t^«t»«l |piciivair$ .^«^ttr"- ^roiir (iifto 

ftfllijU^Pr^bicii ^{Mttifor ft n*Qii»9Qt^4ii»3r:wQric 
for yo» » fim ^ctf4B»<i|po^i«g .a^ efiernai weigto. 
of gloiy^t' ^ Ci»fu tv^ iZ« Religion.* bi^* jpoii; 
" oqtto.ibMiilfi^ ttnftrHfig^ ;«OAemtHigr.tbol«r|i 
trials Vii^% i»*tp t^ ><»V V choMf hiibilK &r«lkgm 

believe, \\^\ <> t|iet|ri»Pof:y'o«i^^)t^vbeifig0sD64li 
^nore precious tbaotbat of gold, which periHictii, 
nHTl be foond onto pmife, atid hbHor, and 'gMryt* 
«t tbc appearing of Jcfua tlhilft,*' *clja j«*% 7.' ' ' * 
Bot religion is above alljiieceuary in* tlie gfani* 
ViciiTitude, iti tlie ^atal4)blm, tS Which 'att^he'^ 
fteps of "fife toid/1 tneap, iit tlieiiooriof de-itii.* 
For, at ;ietigtli, aftfcr Ve ;hVvfc* ft^lhed \il»to;atl' 
fleafares, <ftcfr we'hVvc fiing'^irelt, dadiscd wfclli'* 
f&Tled W^r, ' tre niifft die,^ ffe. lauft die. Aftd 
whstt, pray, except rdigioni cain'^vppoit a tna\T,\ 
fWilggliBg irith./^e'A'fW|^'o/*Terr()ry .? Job uviii, 
14. A- Toani who fee? bis grandeuic'. at}af(i4, 6ir' 
^ftfrtofie diftribtfted, htVcodtiedidns '^ffolVed, biii'' 
fenfea benilinbed, his grare dog, tli^ wbrtd re*^ 
tiri!»S|cofijMffi9 bfs Uvea liaMini-<fqmhQ,y«i|re 
of Uie £itvft. «^? kisri«|ul>4t«4fIei^ot»^vc«i' tke^ 
horrtble.4i^pc^of^nkiog.ilkta .not!ltif^,.4i9d. Uttr 
dKc^tfl JSpMT of fiaiuiig^^iiiio U>oiM0d»^of;im ^Hgpip.; 

•la fight of tbo^CoraMd^le objedtfi&Uirftlfc' 

yebai4«gff 4>fi»&MKf^^ ie;f^*,wffr. «iiftvUy.,J 

ry. vc^igio% i%ta q^ao^j.b it xJk$%s wliU^ Cw^t^r-r 
eii% tl|obi^t«fe(t of f|]^lHUfli. ; . It it t^, jplwili' : 
difa|r«»thil voft ifMriaciblf Qioiia^*. 1^ ii^ (^at; >. 
w)i4Cbrf«^foOBetb th^moft frieh^l :of«aUt«bh. 
Jcas, ^i^tof Aift' <»b|ea of, ifr^itoii<9 and .jpj^j, 4^t.. ? 

. ."" \ D the 



ilig>i>«KtTcir Mother l»tuigt ^mtlMft Ufe, tMVlHif 

rmw#«t4^<flieiiiti«Ml wm^Jtqr %4iff V9 C&tUt^. 
4lwfM«9i|f«l«.#talaii «Mw^ .FM4 nMi\;%^ 

^ it tha% fvliiclrdttavot. tho «lo<idr hi tte l%ht^ 

Md criet to Ml nui ^fi^Dltentc; BknHi^m^ .nfe' 

Xl* t]^«irinjr taken tbe utibelieving llbcctii^em. 
bis own ipterc)l|.I (ike h^ oh the public iQt«r-. 
e(V, ind| baTiD^ attacked tiis ta(le> and fifccrfl-' 
i^enti, I attack V(s foUcy^ Aa Ix^del k a dtf*. 
turber ox public. poacCt whoi by uodertaklng tor 
fap' tbc^ouadat^ipnf »t icXigiQiit undtrmines, tliofe. 

Mgi<H}' If {dauCblc^ o^je^ioi^s fD,<)]r be .farrocfi 
atgafoft tbift propaSViooi it is becauCe oyj^pDccts. 
riiave bad tbe art of ^iiguiHog it* 'ta explain it», 
ig to Dreclude tbe^fqpbi(utvwbic^ are obj|(£tetl' 
«|ait)ftit» PeroHt ai to tafyd^wa ;i fev csyilao^. 
MorjriprWipfea. , .. * 

pfii|to(lHtfn*ll'tBe'MtlgiMtin «|)e iin^ Tte' 

.tli»;t«ih thefnojiamtot^l ffriaci(ie% tliftt ceipftitiMe^ 
thi 4)ti&' tff»' ttrtue ;^ «a tUt^'HifrnDrlMtf tff tlier 
font, whMttt'fiApktm ^ p^n\M^i l^ wiW eiw ct? 
Wie^^mdlly* «tafi%, thefiiHMilf tte'liit ir« ^riP^Hd^tr 
TeKyfOb' froiw tUtH- tflMfur r Ibi^^MfllfAisi iil)^~ 

If -^ttt tbis ^tmth tb fMfef #ho tVlftHlie^M^ 
to iMiiHtln tty f^ «tet«fet> tfi«fiqi|^ 10 tf#| 
tftlM'i^'Ofa im^ itf^folif Hif»>i«ag«li%^ li«tttr ami > 

hurtful 
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mc^finim mHjJjmWf. wm 



^^fCMN-^M* MiffUft mM» life^i^ tmmf9 

phl<r pimimiipt tA iT) Iter ^M^ m^^ '^itttm-' *ii«^ 
%^t: MT^rCi^ thiMi 9db«A»ir...jm« tAian-v *mii|rv 

i|ipr4 f^d«iftiiM^epji% <• f«ci««yrla. tew^ ity ilH^ 

^ififiut r^4«n, INK 4o iOOt fty^ ^i^ frlitkf)a». 

^Capji^ iomt}^ niMf!f^^ ^«nm^ Slcnitjetf 

t^^rt^lf s% ^itHOk Ai^Ufi" f rftfi 91^ kMM i^dtecfi 
in Tofwe eirtufliAiii^f ftne^titfr ^jAtk ifl^^ifilMt^ 

Jl^r^lh WlM HKT ii^rw^f .^yartPiir,: i i ^nmt 

C^iwIhA bihiEAlifliMift nriiKiM^ii Mill nt^tn wauli^ 

- . - \ lie 
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Klifion io it. That \^ of vWi«e«^ Hi^^i^fbre^ 
viNcliioflly oeAicfiiiiis tutciMllitttieii «fiMM:e, 

sisir 'wifkim f eflf^i0i»,rr«»e -d« not faf,' tlHit^'idl 
ttlhtidt ' Mid* deiAr ^uglit tlteTieff ^r(^' M^ mHiiidbii^ 
fMiffl9tM»<^U Ibfff »^ ^C»^ : jKyr 'ffitft \htys 

fecc»i«rr'!ft«if iNt«%lwiifrt!M^ ymift><irkkMh6f 

iMniiiiiiv K^Uf^fmj^ tit lAfefe ie)m«l»S| ¥^ 

»Il forts of vicei ; and tl^tt men are fb fornMf 
ftiat ttet^ fliCor^rs w«tfld<ifl^cift,' wer6 tbey to 
4iftclicve <Hi¥ d^Aril^^df "the "wxiftotlc^- <^'«ir 
TM^ifof^jCNlMkli^ aUt'ofPrbviikciice)' ^ Allllie' 

tt«r^i«'S)i^f«»/ of « Ph^aioiM^y'^yf ^ Mnf/^l^' 

t^aidMQif ^Ml^lOtl I; <M •thele' «ta1)tpifi} I' l^^p 

ThcOe explamrtlMHr4Miifl(^: i^ttiji^^ »AW^* 
t%iftf%liaPt?^Vi»ol«i(libkfl oait Ai€t<Vd iff^#'*4i^n 
6f«ifalit4li|^«i^ 4n n9tfe<Coid!al> Wdy^j^vwlf taftil^l^'t 

poflii^ ilicF nrlitli^ait^'^ rMKt^' of' i«ll|;i^dH)r "^bf^ -^ 

may d« wittt H^ bl<afet)fei tani'l«l#rN#afit#<ii^fH]ld« 
gittt a f<^ofe to1hs f»^ioiii v'^^elT #ii^dM: eii^pM)^* 

lN9«ali«fcbfl^lii^i<lii^£o{r tM '«lHIIe^%4Mr4i«Mr 
diibfdWrs Wl t4i«{i(^a()li«^^btfr hedHA»itUil'|M4iU^ 

daof4ctl«M^3b#fMmcMi 4|i» 

* »' ^^ be 



be i|Hif|Riifiiti^tl|ir <foiK|y^ 

of fcUgHtfk^ ;jV9r> wpt-illt pM «• aMii ^.#b«|r ' 
tiMB pr^it|»ii of ivUgioQ^cttb wmiM llHi lib^«fM| > 
M ! C# q a» ia^ wpriK okc4ifM«^ Btti it 'iot#i !»»%« < 

retti, to Vcforo^ the poUk, tod to- ikitke a i^ft 
world ^ and,, while, tlie world eoatiooot in, fit 
mrelcfit tkit^ fte^ilB'fi^ a tHooflifid dfeotir- , 

fritairetate^dL'' ^ •' *""" - . **' 

^i»r ttss mm-Ufy bmar fo^filf tfifc ptace of re- ' 
liKion. for wliat ^ worhllf feonor ? ft ift af 
fai^ericaf irirtae ;:aii art, that one ittatt|^<d^fl^hi:* 
of di%aiftiir bta^felf fnua another ;o£<teceHin^ 
f»oliteif ;. of appeariag vtrtuods^ rtttfttf^t tliafl iof^' 

l^oiog a€|«aU|r i<>. V ffo «9ttciid ^^)9 y^^ pf ' 
worldly liOBOr fortK^r, if yon awUie k. cimfift 4ii . 
ihat pariiji oii ^;<mfcieiice, aod V>*t|.ai rr^^ada^ 
of lotfftttfoiv ti<^i^li araio e&^ &rD» aad folkl - 
fbttoda^onaAf virtaa^ y^ will fcid^ mter Uiat 
thU it oftly. a lioe IdeaibC wiat alioiofl ni^body ia* 
ca|>ablo ^^ of). if I may. bo- aUowad to fay fo^ 
that the ¥irtiifS| whtfh c«Bipd£t yoar<4ai»^kw 
idea ol worldly iioooir^ aae tealiy bfaaebet-t^ 
religioii» 

Finally*. Smman iow^ aanoot fbppljr the ^aca- 
of rettgloa* To whatever degwc of (>cr£rAio»^ 
theyiaay be iiaptovad, they will alvafft favoar 
in throe tlHOfs 4rf the ifpferfeftion of the kg iiV • 
Ut^fs^ 

K They: will hfrmperfe^t intMa^ ^afeMoae^ 
Thef may prohlbi^li! todNd, aeiarmoat oNmet i 
but tbey eairaat r^aoh . ivtaed irptgatafrttitt : 
wlMoh are i»o% thr lefa cafkohle of trool^a^ fo 
eiefy ipwr appoariag) left atfociona. - They may 
f6rlMd« mord^'^ tbefft^and adttkev^: hat they* 
caa Doifher {bfhMi avaricr^ angeri rroi^ concopif- 
ceacot They hpiII avajil iorrtbe'pnBferTina andj 

S S '' dtfpounjjl^ 



payment of taxes to tli#tf«#tef~mid'bf de^ir €x> t» 
thl^>H^j^aGCtVtM; iqM^#i^*^<9f i^%ifcil,Wd 

m^Httlf^^ iftiiS l<iitt^ liftt< ybtiNfm *%^iit, t Co- >' ' 
ficftj'^nl* liiirlj^riiuR !nc««s*bfe ''W- wii!il^^r<r* *- 

for nieo may ob without tbem ; the jpfi^4b^^||^ ^ 
whifb-.ihcjjt, itifli^at ^^y .^bf^ iiwf cr«d .i^^n4,t|i?rc 
ar% iomp p.ii;li<^u|^t,,f.a|s^9^ 19, wjtik^i ^fy, ^tlwt. 
4ier<>gjiieji"r9ij»^ tbcJ«,#itt^iorUy»,»>ay ^^4T*»5i^ ^^ 
©«Ju.>tcrcft morf,iU^ iJE^jlw|y,.Cfiifla^%,|»Qd . 

Si fli»air**!%<5>trttt i^bli ¥estrainvi'H^'f^ir ^ 
e'xMrA • TOn^'^j^nyTarft^jj^ltiaftiJrs'-of ^t^ WHtf,' * 
krrtMT -tfcc'ii^ of IVe^iiJg-- tHcfnfelVes^fott'HWon'-^ 
Tiffe U#S''av^iige4i9-6i>'iit>iDfi^»ifTc««t' thief, • 
vbbtt' Ih*^ rtitB-'irf litttig^litid fhcr'fcfarofMrf^atb 
If «ypt^d td f rHlL"©^€*'tKit hott^s, to rob tit of % 
Iriflilig'&ill^: -bet -#ho^ill avei^^ W bf -tBa^ifi.-;- 
ceil^? tWe#cs^ ^Flfvhjlfty 'br^Mbri'n^ n>nlH^ in 

»oas of flattemrS) and in the prologties of portai, 
afs#''«aUdi^^ca[ni^pero>^ Eerotf)/' deffrKgod»; bot 
in4lH4^pn*ptt;4n i?hir<:hiircfi, hi th> prtfence-of 
theO<Hl^ii(%€^lUlt^ tbi»'ifDt»fe/ tnd >h^ fi^rd- 
et W^Ht tW d^»t«W^ei ^f nie A) y 0« e<>o^««orV; 
yoo beroesy yo«i demi-gods, are oftett notbiifg -< 
burcblifNr^ ;&nd^ii»^iidii»t^$; ' Wli^ fMt ^teog^ 
vs saf tholb^ mi^Ay^wlMs «r ^e b^«d ttf ft li««d roil ' 
thocifand il^e^ ra^gii the ^b«k w/iHdf ]i|Ha|^e 
on lie* rtgbt* hand ««d on* the lefr> iii#lati» tbe - 
m€4k facred tigbrsi, mid orerwh^lm -focktf i^itft • * 
injvflUe !««d : ofjprtffi^n f WW. dett? not peri 
ceivetbe tnf«fficieoc)r ef^ifui»M Hm^ms tlila- tr-' 
tick^ amlnbe abfplof^ neceftty ^of :t«ili|fhM> ? 
;/' -^1 - ^ * III. Tfte 



■». * ^ 



LUerthhmHi^minftiihif. so^^ 



III. Tfl^ ifflciel <«aiiMM'^i'fiiM^/l^ ^^ 
ottnoft degree of eztraragaocc, by uooertakift^ "^^ 

ai9iie t<j'(i{»f^f(S til Mi m ^imi '^w^^^mdmiiimify 

Dabble N^o^^ '#fi</| ixt^ptin^ii Aiftrft -nttfl^fllM^^ • ^ 
ha^<^^ tniMitimBf tvMkdA flf9i^rtff1^«wllMr ^ 

Tbtft^'^afgfehme^j^fUken' Mill iMkili«Mi»|fir< tfdtl^ * 
fein, {^VMfrftietli in f a46r •f ttti|lki^«Mi^ 
preflBrn^|i«}9>ii; tff/trve«1 ^ett^HHlfioili^icre^iflg^'^ 

It UmiQkti a jpi^oof,^ TptrHsff^ wtivftv tltatr^ f^t^ ^ 

f&mf)ti^; ilirh«a*i( U'OppotSd t^tlto -tifej^^Onf,^* 
which at! ' * SiibelitVtpy ^ f>litl1bpli»r /> rtto % i& tli^ *'* 
ag%lftf|( ftt^tdn' ' tl^fhhU^tgh^ xWt -ftntn^t i^ 
ratN»nar«maii ^vj^lFtiftt to Abe^tfotildrtl^Mli tf> pttt* '^ 
ratlty of fiA'ra)^,' y«r^tiiiaf«littkf of 'dfi«)bK tt * 
rf{f^eL%l\ef* 4rheri le hatb Ufav«)e^'clnft^aA«f^^** 
l/'fVhen an opiHUmprHiaiU 4n ^ttfiac€1h fl^e^ > 
judk^-^virieiP #itli cU»aVft, naiaA ^%lilit^cf ife« * 
pends on honim' «i)M4cc^ diffsra^^ir France^ Bftdhiir' ^ 
Spain; in -Bltfo^f - ali4^ itf ^ Afta^^cMrdliigf aa<^e 
Sbbabil#ii«^«(e^b^c6ifO<Y]^tia«« llltir kfoo^lM^^ 
or-coM* ;«^tNir hnagiiiafioh ilrMfg^ of Wefk; * 

dice*} ofaaiigti a»klr tbe tH8a» r )m>s toftrtt£t i 
anfl exporicnoe tMMTe^a 'cnrora, whkb «§«• baw 
rendkfeivieBcrablctif ; 3;* W4enjm.o^ioH^U.c0n>»^ 
trofy i^tkmp(a»i9tiM:*t;f mtnm A^HKJttdtecfTilKfe: . 
coi|trooli^«iMtffatt«n% catnap ilka^f-Mf'iMi^". 
dttNKioni' ?TM macieil tii«t<9^ \amm batb.t»^ir<<. > 
coTtfrii^.U^aMtetei ^lrjprtiRO,«ja:ttfi49 all ^ 
bia«»-etideft#ora't(k'^'irtlope' » aMufioo* ''Tfacfc. > 

tbi«jBichftniAMagi!t^tot.;iKtiikoirip», > 

I a^ am^rC) that iomt pretcsd to eoe rrate 
thfs^ arffumeiit bf the tcfiimoB^* 9^ fywf^ M^ 

cicjpt/bifioqaop, aad..l>y: the relauo^v^ -<>^/ femjii i\ 
modern ^nUfp#»iPiiii.ul4 Mg^»i^. J<Ml»'iw ii iii » :n 
«la^ «flpd^^o# i4am ' ifM^^lbii^wayk •'who *«f«; ^ 



;|fid the li^ ol protigMt ferfoiit. P/^t^afkm^. 

tlieir fellov cHisetti. ThKy vooUL ti#t wdmh » 
|i1up«^t]r^^ 991)% Ifa^ werer «ks«^fcw«|} »H;f M^ 
of MtBfviof na Qo4« tllNi iii&i^y afite ig ii ^ j t « 

h liib % ^rli>>ofi ffe)t|^«atf ii it^ftAfAUbH^ tbM 
thtf, «lK» iMin reiMiiifiiitdr th» foi:»ir9 >fr#f|i4 r^ 

wh0«e9tuifi»Wlb ttMun «i«a linlr ^igliv ^i»« ^p ^ 
tbcmt iN«li ^irmrnhm vrimn A «• jtjmacf&i* 

mittdb a^aiiiA'- «- judgment ». fwmdkd oir (blid* 
reafiMtty aiwli *»««d«ei •# aC co«ft'-«s«aBiii«t«Mk. 
Boi^nmlimtyi e^xtiBiaUf iHi iwtliovlt^ii^tMidMi en 
unfMftiif mftfeMtiawsiay eiigbr i^kiniyv to^lWsf 
ooi^Mwadsdir ^g«rd «)}» j«d^ncnt IMrdivleiN^ 
oul foW.f<ealte%*ilidii|0t«ni»i«ftti«tt^'«ildh«i%^^ 

the mon/o0lkby afid tW« JMjr ^ngf^A#*«ni«i^ islr 

*^Mr. SjMsrift'lt>U«irs tlie,rea«rtfl» of tli^ TVeneh vev- 
fio#, Icf» jfffik Jkntavof, inokrhtMh: ThU fsperfcaHf 
agi«lMbHi.tll«M|^ltai, lur tli» ft at uripf ^ ft >»ii i a the 

^o^-fM^^9i Which itiUow a «& adjaAiiMr aa ta»» 



JUbmmifi^iii^jSkUi^ i^ 



Mercmy Trlfmegifttti, * ZorMl^,' ^jHtH^ons, 

AffictthHo fiiflilii^ ms^biffWrb^b'^ JtaMlr 
cieiifeft IttMiv^i^MMMt^'' ^iKi!|>ill^«Mnib'ii6i^ 
ap^aiiioiee a<^6frmf iT iliM^rv ' ~ 

viasif an abftma^iittlmr^ 1Pl0^-ib«ff%ii4* 
art~^'<^¥ttn^ lit ui a afti rftti li i, ^6f ^^Mkt 
fofftbiftr^ tf'1ia#i^^%lP«iMM^bfiMf^ 

btfh% IfB^ ]k«#^fi»'^*ir>iWn^ ^«i^<^^#biii n^ffi^ff^ 
offeodi^^ igamfl^'tbe *t*Dk«^of grammfir^ ^Sr to! 
aSoeiafe fW0^ Mcwi" witMtft IbotlHl^ '^<»i^ 
fctt£i, fao%4a^fe»^ek^ to iulittii tf «bi^iHi^^^ 
ii«fd'e«'ibe« <i|reatelb ^eo^oi^t 'are- ifll^p|«e'<^ 

ly. ,Ye^,9ft.|;^ nv9^ H fo i^r^afopi;aVlA.'as «ot.' 
to prof«ftKtP4^afi^ jv*p4Mnoc,iuaiP Ukes^^f^ a^ 

Cant, x'.' 9. Prbr. XXX. jio. homltian^ brmWW j^ 
homfitiitififpnA\ftithi'i (9tw htijfii* poj»ai! 'ftupidliife^ 
«u iC^ Mnmcmai^ri. 





wi^^v/^ A W»9i noWf 'm S^h,;i^:ajii§9%f But; 

kean He, who tm^afud (He fac^ty p(4tPMNai«t 
tng obje^Sy miift needs Kim&If difccro tbeni. 

Tbe faipe arguroeiit« which the., ftraAure o€^ 



:«? 



^mti^r; .T(bcF4Bl«*%«rr^|MMMi ill tifdte gt^tr 

m^prtUmS iillyft <^ pttWei" tiictfl 'illKife IMut ittfclir 

tent, HI MpliiGH VMlgioMbi^ :UMtMr, «Viofe vaff 
lMdlei,'eli4Vtt^rMsid jfii^'^M^ i4iiif«*6«% j|MdL 
tlhfe'«attMB' 'f^i^t '^Hieil* r^irtil^^ V t^ 

'iktnj fe MMt iiif ^^^tMtfe!»i tiid' -fo piitiCKifl 
lA tbciir' 4M:afetml:; 4Ho«i|t; -^ilif M ttie aWotMr 
fecret fpciDgs in ti^easaiferTei^ irbt«li #ii«h fchte 

ttTt!% hbMei'ht'tHgi^ wftb tbhlfMtii^b^g'lofy' cyf ' 

hii#^il4<by'4iopMl^,^MdeMlittgrtiH:tf tfte detpefi' 
^^MvM«tl tbfl^/; ::>fdlttia)s' c(Mrttiieiit«I toft- 

cvcfh fttt wittf^«aiii9^ ia^pite of- tile trtndhi, t<ttt- 
tdAtrtlir Tdckf« ««» dfreA tf IHr^ptoflkt ftftendl' 
top^tief fni^aO to t fteitftfl^lnkiit dhfkn ? Who 
afn ftfirt%&iht utithot of iH tftefb wdiiuktftt ; 

f«f» tfcnt tn th^fe wwrffer W wbillk ot»e thefr 
cieiifttoiieetd t- SiR^reihe ciraftf ; 6f -tfia?' the Sti«, 
?i«|itr ,«^9^ tr '^^ ^*Mlt IMjr ttfiOv ^^' 



<doyiipip ,ibQ, carl^^nf :.A9fiilf >any .h^i^kL to 

h^ intcreft T^UpUlf iA.|in}r,-cpn4a4l ? . . WUl be. 
- (Wop ta.^xamioc, .wh/^tbfr,l jetain ^i^.4»fcbafge 

l»t ,or..irregnl^i;,-ii|, ^o^hmilyii »aii4^(b. fp. . . A 



hr^iarmits ; wiuiiccof^^nhimif^lf !%ify tbe de-; 
- roarcbea >o|,«a i(w .Hprou^ ^crawlij^^^ J^Qpealb; his 

ci^uij^h^xVi concert, with. tbe. w€^4^4l^ ^wjQkri^ of 
na^re^jdircAVfr .io^jis.,.^ tbo|i(»<^d .^i£[^rt9C^' 
^between ihi^ . rcU^icyis^of ..God-^ i^f ^ ^^^^ tboCe 
oia.JciAg to worm9/ii^thc{;%r\}^,i^lHQ^J^ 

gy/co iotelhgftpt.ii>u|«Ttto as»- ,Ko,.%^Qg;Jiaib 
prwd^, by tea, tho^^i^f^^d. aV^ogkng. dr^k^ aa*. 
by..Ua.|(bPMr<MMl gloriouf '4ciy^t^< tbathe 4)1;^ 
feryeid tbe,copdllAQf< worms.: .biit Godn by;* UJ^# 
thottf^ndglprioiisxecoo^Die^ ^d by .ten ti;|gs«^^ 
fand ylndi^live^aiuihmem^yiiatb.p^ofed jfn a;(-. 
te«aioih'to tbe,coi^||di ^£,'ix;ea«^;.Na )cLng;]batb.* 
in';ide/;i coy^jHip^ . irii^ n^ocma^ biif. God ^atk 
entfBTcd.iwtio.jfojrfna^t ;Witir ^s. N^Jciflft-hatl^j 
comroandfd wiorcpf ta obey hm • ^pt^.G9^.^>/ 
afif9,^«tl|^ of^tnedroiM': obedjejicetobam .-^p 
king canprpcace'eteFnal felicity ,^/rworina, 4 but. 
God CIO. cooijnui^icatp endleU. hai¥i]De£».t^i>s» 



fait mtnfji. is little: aod cbntra^df yttr itsSnialy 
cimtina€U)id ; it woiild be abffordjrUsathe^ bemge^ 
called- tO: govftm a. kvogdom, fhould €11 h43 i:a^- 
pactty witli trtHes e But is this your: notion .of- 
tbe©eiJyi- The dire£^on o£ the fuo, the* gov.*; 
ernmctit of the world, the fdrrtiation .of njyViads-. 
ofbetngi^j whiQh. IWe through .ttflivertal,\iatu/e, 
xfit, >iDaoag€me»t:'of the wh-olft isnlwdfe, -canjjot* 
exbaofl »thai irivc^Uigesce^ who is- thc.objeA.ofr 
oor ttadiM-Mion ajnd pratfc. ■•. WbHeTius *tto>ught» * 
iB^lUde^ iu- ttiek boiibdter» conipdr^, aliiretd.'andd 
all'pi>^bie beings^ iiis xyes furvcy ^vfeiry iodWya«< 
al,.a9 if each iwre thc'ible .objeft '-Qf his . «t»teaf * 

..Thefc atgoi!ttfnj:«ibeittgthi38 ft»tcd,- either <wti' 
infidrcl iBHift-Tt^'knfit^redge^ ,'tjval tb^y,; at le«ftj^ 
render- prpbaWfi-felje- truth of? rdigiprj iti gene<:at,;{ 
afudbof tbia .MieJiiTitar pimcythrf Q$d r^^rdinil 
the fictions*, €f. mfin .'lor.ljic refufetb tt> aekno^l^j 
edge.i^t. • If.'htfVdiifo t<3! ackoowledgelit-l jf; he . 
feci^jj^i^ffi'Tm,. th;»l;a(tl ■ thcjfe\.af^umentsi vefry , 
far. ftom^t'iilng'ifo 4^n>QftftraHojij do fio| event 
ai^ord-: A:pro)jiat)iii*y'i«ifa^fi, oO. religl©«/, tbefl.: 
he Ail an? Wi(i*» gt>dr 5her!^ yemai rts-, n o • ot t>er a rgiU« * 
meiH lo ;pf^8pr«^^o^bi^\,' tiijaiH'.tbjt^of pttr,-pxbphe<,3L 

r4; ermi >qi|a{iia9«:wbfe^%b^r *py unbeliever; cftuld? 
ewr-pierfaadt*imftdlf ./of;,\Ybi%t; bft eo^e^y-ora ^or 
{>cifffviiadi$^&^9 ; that vbi th^t ^e- .a^cwbl^gi^^ ot 
trttthSf^vhjA conttituse.-tb^ feoiy. o£. patijiratre^i^ 

ligta»Tj,«-tba&*lfe iwayyiftfoj^eaaf juftice:-*%^[>jr. 
»«lgl no^y %nd,the>egD|a*i()/^5S^fif4» afcc3npanv:i8g^ 
vwtn^OwWplv.appfac .inr ^ravijdf^fiOir. ;-,t^at.. th&r 
aaaofjplfiftfiieatr 9^ ,PM<n?^?J9ii*s pr-9j3h4ici8&;i chu, 
tte<?5MK'ation5:ofi coputte/s.^ipiracle^a,.; wbidi k^ 
rolat^Mian S|utb«tttiC;^iftpfi^p oCr^c^ubjirjChi: no^j 
I ea«Qi^t Mi^ve, tba^.as^yiafidfl.xdul^ cjy^u pf?.j 

v?tl.'^hMa3f^iC^t^ ^hiftjc,.rbat ^^li^tiw^, W^n ©/, 

arg^^meirt lJo*h ^o% fo;:fnL a probability., agai-nfl-ji, 

i^m ofjflfidcliiy apd aAhc^fw,.;* . ,. . -». ;-.i,^ il 



\ 



t2r4> The Ahurd^ af 

But If the power Bnd tbeifpletidof Qf mifth: 
"force buconfent; if he be obliged to own,.tli«ty 
althoygb ^f av^fbmentfi 4tre not denoDftrathre^ ^ 
iiity a*re, ' hawttver, in his o^iiAton, probable | 
t ben, with tbe pT>ophet, I fay to liim, ti^tt 
.fMost brutish among thepecph / r 

V. Wby ? Becaufe in coaparfirg^ bis logic ' 
tnth bie Mcralky^ (and tbis i»^my '^fth article)* 
I perceifey'^bat nothing btit ar^^excefs of bru- 
talitf can unite t^efetwo tbiDgs. Hear* bow 
be feaf^ns. ** It is probable, not only tbat 
tbere is s'God^ but alfo that tbis God regardeth 
tbe af^ions of men, tbat he referves to hinielf 
^be punifbmentof tbofe, who follow tbe fuggel^ 
tions of 'Vice, an4 the rewarding bf tbem, who 
:Obey the laws of virtue. The fyftem of '^re- 
ligion \% counterbaliDced^ by* that M ' reTigion* - 
.Perhaps ifr«ligioO may he well grounded : bot 
perhaps religion may he (a* In tbis INite of un- 
certarnty, I will dire^ my condu^ on tbe prin* 
ciple, that irreligion it well grounded, and that 
religion hath no foundation, I vfill bt^ak M 
fiecesy ver. 5. (this was the language; according 
to our pfalmid, of the uilbelievera of bia time) 
jt'^illirf^ak in pieces fbtpeopie of God ; I will 
ojjtict bis beritmgti I witl slay tbt t»idotif attd 
the stranger j oti to -fpeak agreeably tor the 
genius of our own tiine, I will fpe»d my life in 
pleafare, in gratifying my fenfuarcppetifea^ in 
avoiding, what would check ttie in tajr tolsrfe, 
in a word) in living as if I.were able to demod- 
Urate ettber that there was no God, or tbat be 
paid no regtrdto the a£lipn» of meh.** Ought 
he noti rather, on the contrary, as bis teitid is 'ift 
a ftatc of uncertainty between both, to attach 
himfclf to that, which is the trioft fafe ? Ought 
he not to fayf "1 will fp regulate my coildli€l, 
tbtt, if there be a God, wbofe exHlenee, iadkctt, 
I doubt, but« however, am not able to difprwuie'': 
JUT God pay any regard to thc^ nAtoos of. tnetif 

which 



Liiertmimand InpUtiiy* £i$ 

wh»«b I quefttooy b»t cannot deny ; ^btf'inay not 
condemn ine«" Judge, ye ckriiliaB9 ! roest 
wba ctn thos brotaUy infult a dark futurltyj 
and the bare pofSbiGty of-thcfe puniHiBients, 
which religion '.detfouneeth againft the wicked \ 
fuch men^vare-the^r sot| eaber the moft feolifhy 
pr tlio mod brutiih> among the people i " Un- 
Aerdand^ ye tnoft brutiih amon^ the people t- 
Ye fools 1 When will ye be wife V' 

VI. I . would attack the conscinn^tot tho 
Hbenin^f and terrify him witb^tho laogoage of 
my^teitt. " He, whoteacbe^ 0ian knowledg^>, 
(hall not be oorred ?" T^at is to f«yi> <> He, 
who gave yoi) lawt^ (hall not be regard youc. 
violation of thero ?" The. pcrfons whom I at- 
tack>' I am aware^ have defied ua to find, the 1ea(l^ 
vcftige of what • it «-• called confcience in thrsn* 
Sut bad yoiL> thorongbly examlaea yourfelves^ 
when yoil fet os : at de&aoce on this article ?. 
Havt you been^ as- fiiocefsfuly as yoo pretend t<» 
ba^ve been^ 10 yoor daripg enterprize of freeing 
yourfelves entirely from the terrors, of con^ 
tcionce? la.tbU light q^itQcittintft. ? This in-, 
iejriar mufter^ doth b«.dt£latc nothing to you h 
This raek-of tho Almightyi doth it never force 
yoo to confefa what you would willingly deny } 
Are yoor knees fo ficnii that they never fmite 
together wUh dread |nd horror f 
. TJie ^oeAton^ concerning tjhc possibility of en* 
tirely freeing: a man from the empire of con- 
fcience» 11 amatttr of fad^« We think we have 
rtaroD for affirming^ that no man can bring bim* 
fl&lf to foch a ftate. Too pretcfnd to be your- 
felves a demonftration to the contrary. You 
are> you decl^, perfedly free from the attackix 
of cpnfcicnce* - This is a fa^, and I grant it '; 
I Uke your word. But here if another fa^,^ 
in tegard to which we ought tcf believe iaour- 
turn, and 00 which our word is worth as.^much 
ts yours. This ta It^ Wc have fc«n a great- 

sum^ber 






ti$ / 'The Msufiiiy^ of 

numbtfr^f Tick peoples ^ ive h«ve attended a gre»t- 
mmiber «f dyi«g people; '^mox^^ tbdfe, to 
whonr, in' tlie <dvrfe ofr o«fr miniftry, we have 
been called, we have met with, all forts of cbai^* 
a^ef Sr We -have viilteii fome, \fho once were 
wh^tyoil pi«»i>f9 to be noW^ people; who i>oaned 
of havingr ^freed thth^felves frdm ralgar errors, 
from. x}st "belief ^04' <i ^od, a religion^ a^ hell, ft 
heaven, and of faying, when they abandoned 
tbemf«lves to the otrooft exteffes, as yoy fay, 
The'Loftfl skalt nof'see / neither skiUi tin God 
of Jacf>h regard ft. But we have never nret 
with i fing^le indiv4daal, n'o, trot one^ who hath 
not • cbntradi^ed' hirofek at the approach of 
death. It is faid foine have dofle'thls* Pof 
our parts, we have never tt)€t witb -any focb | 
we have never attetfded one,* who bath not proT* 
ed by his- example, - that yoo %?iil €ontradi6k 
yourfelves alfo. We have often Vifited tbofe, 
who have «renonfieed ^11 tbeir'^fteina, and bave 
eorfedtbetr infidelity a tlxHifaniidl', and- a tt^ufand 
timet. 'We- bate ' vificed' mafty/tvho have re- 
quired the aid* of that ve#y}'reli£fiod,-'whieh tbef 
bad rSdieilleji. We htit ofteil feei> thofe^^wbtf 
b^ve called Rvperflkioti to aifift religion ; and 
v^bo have toVifed' pafe^ trembled, and^ fiiabetf, «t 
tbe bare %hr 'ef ' 'OQ^r rh&bit, • befend^ they had 
heard the fentenSeS'WhilDMK'G^'preiltHftfieed by^ 
fTti^- vfiotHbs; ftiit ^ 4i^l bo vo> never 4eef» an^ indi* 
vidua!,- no, 'tiot ^ofttf*,' %PbO 'died 'in • bi#<|>i«lelided- 
fbepticiftn t ' It remained with- ycHirto^ account for 
thefe i9i'€i9^ - You Sre* to it>qd4fey W^hetli^ yott 
yourfelves will bt 'm<>re' coura^oils* - It belongft- 
to yiu to examine^ whither you can ' beat thefe* 
dying ' agonieaf tbdfe d^^voorlftg • Ye^ret«j tbofe* 
terHbfe' mi^i^i%sv 'wliieb made y«ttM-predecef*. 
fore iintaytllH ahd*-^dW4ovei' as^bch eowardice at 
death^aiHtb^y fialJ^difdtfiWedbfota^ity iri theirliVe^i 
' VII. P^rhap% yoo hav^ -been furpri«e^, «y' 
bretbreD^, xiM woibat^e refcfVc* the-wcakeft <A^ 



Libertinism itnd InJtiiUty, si/^ 

oor attacks for the ltd. Perhaps yoa objeA, 
that motives^ taken from what is ^MfA palU^ness^ 
aa^ a knowledge of ,tbe nitorld^ can make no im* 
prci&ons on the piiods^ oitbofc) who did not feci 
theforce of our forotor i^tta«ks« It is npt vritb-. 
out reafbn, howeyec, t-bat we have placed this 
I aft*' Libertines «iid infidels often pique them- 
felves • on tbtir if^f^li^f (j^, and good breedings. 
Tbey frequently take up their fyfteat of infideli- 
ty) and purfue their courfe of profaneDefsy mere- 
ly-' through their falfe notions of gejstility, Rea- 
UHiithey thinks toe fcbolafiiCy aiid/fft^t by pedant- 
ry. They imagine^ that, ia order Ao^ didinguiffi ' 
tbenafelves in the world^.tbey 4noft aic^l neither 
to believe nor Xo roaCee* • 

Well \ • :yQ»'ii€complisbedi genti^man ! do you 
know wbat-^the eWorld thinks, of you ? The, - 
prophet tells you ; but it is not otk tbe authority . 
of the prophet only, it is on the opinions oi your ^ 
fellow citizens, . that I mean to perfuade you* 
You are considered in the world as the moit*. 
brutish of mv^i^^ Uud$rHand^ yt most brtk», 
tisb among the peopif / JWi»at is 4» accomplish^ 
ed gentleman ? • What is^ politcnefs and good ; 
breeding 2, Itis tbe# arv-^C accommodating ohe's 
felf to the geiitua of that fociety, and oi feeming. 
to enter into thefentimenu of that, company, io 
which we are; of appearing to -hcnor what they 
honor; of refpeAing what they wcii^tCt ; and of 
paying a regard even to their prejudices, and. 
their weakueffea* . Ou'^thefe priuciplesy are you 
not the rudest, snd most unpoUsbtdOfi mankind ? 
Oi to repeat the language ot my text, are you 
not the most 'brutish amsng the people ? Yoa 
liveam^ng people, who believe a God, and a 
rtlig^qn ; amoag people, who were educated' in, 
tbefe prineiplee, and who defire to die in thefc - 
priociplea ;• among people, wha have, many o^ 
cluem, facrifided their reputation,, their cafe^ and 
their fortune) to religion* . Mbteevxr, you Jive 
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ID a focietf, the foifndatians af wbkfa fink with- 
thofe of rf ligionf fo that -were the latter tmdcr- 
jTiined^ the fortner woohd, tb«rtforc\ be fook.- 
A41 the meroberB'6f focliJty are^ interefled is fup- 
porting thi» edifice) ivhieh yoa are endeavoring' 
to deftroy. The inaglftra^ commands yoo not 
to publiQi principles that tend to the fobverfioo 
of his authof ity* The people rtqueft you not to 
propagate opinions, which tend to fobje^ them* 
to the paflioiis of a magiftrate, wh6 will itnagioetr 
he hath no judge fupenor to himfelf* This dif* 
treffed mother, mourning fbr tbe^ lofa of her on* 
ly Ton, pray^ yod not to deprive her of the con« 
iblatioD, which flie derives from her prefeiit per* 
fuafion, that the fon, whom (he laznenu, is in 
pofTeffion of immortal glory. That (ick man 
befeccbeth y6u not to dHabofe him of an errors 
that fweetens' aH his forrows. Yon iymg man 
begs you wo^ld not rob him of hIS' onty hope. 
The whHe Werld- conjures you not to eftabliflv 
troths, (eVen -fuppofing they were truths, an by- 
pothePis which 1 deny and deted) the who^ 
world conjures you not to ef^^btifli truths, the 
knowledge of which would be fatal to all man* 
kind. In fpite of Co many voices, in fpite oF fo 
many prsyers, in fpite of fo many intreaties, and 
among fo many people interefted in the eftablifii' 
ment of religion-; to a^rm. that religion Is a 
fable, to offpofe it With eagernef^ and obiVinacyi 
to try all your ftre»gth, and to place all your 
glory, in deftroying it : What is this but the 
height of rirdenefs, brutality, and madnefs ? 
^^ Underhand, ye mod brutifh among the peo- 
ple i Ye fools ? When %Fill ye be wife ?» 

Let* us put a- period to this difeourfe* We 
come to you, my brethren i ^Yhcn we preach 
againftthara£lers of thefe kinds we think, we 
read what pa(fe3 in your hearts* You congratuhite 
yoorfclves, for the moft part, for not being of 
the number, for detcfting infidelity,' and for. 

refpe^ing 
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refpe^ling^ reltgtoo. But (ball we ttll you, my* 
bretbran I «»How odiotu fiN»ver the men-are^ 
wbom we have deferibcd, we know others more 
odious iiill. There is a reftridron in the judg-^ 
inent, which the prbptiet fofms of the firft, when 
be calls them in the text', The most foolist, and] 
the most brutish among the people ; ^nd ihtrt 
are fome men, who furpafs them in brutalit]^ 
and extravagance. 

Do not 4hiok we exceed tbe .truth of the roiit- 
ter, or that we are endeayortng to obtain your* 
atteotion by paradoxes*' KeaRy* I. fpeak as I" 
think ; I think, there is more iugenuoufnefs, ajid 
even, (if I may venture to fay fo) a lefs fund of 
ti^rpitodein men, who, having refolved to roll on 
with tbe torrent of their paffion8,'.eodeavof to- 
perfuade them (elves, either, that there is no 
God, or that be pay-a-no jregarc^tp the anions o£" 
men ; than in thofe* wb^,- believing tbe^xiftence^- 
and providence of Gad, live as if they believed : 
Rtither* Infidels were, not «ble( to fupport^ in 
their excelTes, the ideas of an Hijurcd benefadtor, ■ 
of an angry Supreme Judge, of an eternal falya« , 
tipi) . negleited^ of daring hffll, .a iake burning 
nvitif Jire. and. brimstone^ and fimoke ascending: 
up for ever and eve r^ RevVxxi. 6. and xiv* 11; 
Inprdej to give their paifions a f^ee Ccope, they^ 
found it ncccffary to divert their.' attention from* 
aU thefe terrifying object, and. to efface fach' 
(hocking truths from their minds. 

Btit you I who. believe tb* being of a God. 1 
You \ who belie.vc yourfelves /uodvr. his eye^ . 
and who infoh hinievcry day witfaourrepeiitsnce^ • 
or i*emorfe I You ! who 'believe, G6d .holds, 
thunder in bis hand tofcrufii dnners, and yet live . 
in fin I You I who- think, there are devouring - 
flames^ and chains- of dark nefv*^ y^t t>refumpw ; 
tuoufty brave their horrors ! You 1- wbobelieve 
the tmmortalky x>f your fiiub^and .y6t>occ«py ^ 

youil'clves 
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v|Mirfelvet about notbiag bnt tbc prefebt life ! 
Wbat a frosx 1 Wbatoi braaeoiroDt it youbs ! 

YoQ c^nfiitr a revelation proceeding from 
beaveni an4 fopported by a thoufand authentic 
proofs. But, if yoar faith be well groaoded, 
how dangerous it your condition \ For, after 
all| the number of evidences, who atteft the re- 
ligion, which you believe, this number of wit-- 
neffet depofe the truth of the praAical part of * 
religion, a< well as the truth of the fpeculative 
part. Thefe wittieffes attel(, that ^< without' 
liolinefsi no roan.lhaHiee <tbe Lord ;'' that *' nei-> . 
tber tbttveS) nor covetooe, nor drunkards, nor re» 
vttersr ^^^ esitorttouerS) ftol! inherit the king- 
dofi of->God,** Heb.. xii» U.^1 Con vi. 10.. And • 
confe^uently, thefe evideoces- atteft, that you 
thieves, that' you covetous^ that you drunkards, . 
that you revUersy that you es&tortloaersi (hall b^- 
excluded from- that bap|^^ manfioo. Bo yoa • 
reje€l this propofition ^ Glafs yourfelves thcR • 
with inMelt. Oontradi^^ nature \ contradict • 
confcience ; ^contradift the church ; deny the 
recovery of ftreogth to the lame ; the giving of - 
Hght to the blind ;i-.tbe raifiifgof the dead ; 
contradiA heaven^ and earth, and fea, nature, - 
and every element* Do you admit the propoG* 
tioB } Acknowledge then, that you muft be 
irretrievably loft, uotefs youradeaa be reformed « 
And renewed, unlefs you renounce the worId>^ 
that enchants and fafeinates your eyes«- 

This, my brethren, this is your remedy, ^ 
This is what we hope for you* This is that,- 
to which we exhort you by the coinpaffion of 
God, and by the great falvatioo, which religion 
prefents to you. Refpe^l this religioa. Study 
it every day. Apply its comforts to your for- 
rows, and its precepts to your lives* And, 
joinifig promifes to pirecepts, and precepts to 
promifesy alForc your chri(liaoity« AiTare yoar*. 

fclveiy 
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felves, then, of the peace.Qi . Ood-in this life,, 
and of ft participation of his glory after deaths 
God grant you this -graee l-t-^AtneiK 
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S£RMON IX. 



BARMONT OF RELIGION AND 
CIVIL POLITT. 

P&ovcmM xiv. 34. 

Righteousniss exahttb a Naiiom^r 

X O propofe naxiinspf civil polity', in a re- 
ligioDS aflcBibly, to propofe maxims of 'religion ^ 
in t political affembfy, are two things, which 
feem alike fenfeiefs and iroprodenti* The chrif- 
tian it to often difttngniOiad. from tb6 (Utefaao, 
tbaty it would feemy..tbey«»were oppofite charac^- 
ten. We have fatten lately tatrgbt to belie vci 
that Jcfot Ghrifti hy^ giving im an idea of a fo- 
ciety. more nobk than any we can form opoo^ 
earthy hath forbidden na to prevent the miferies 
•f .this ftate, and to endeavor to procore the glo<. 
ryoftt.. Itbttfa^heen faid^ that idngdoms and- 
fiater .cannot he elevated wit host violating the 
lawiof-efvity^and infringing the righta.c^the 
ebiirch». 

How general foever thia odiona notion may^ 
have been, hardly any one hath upearcd openly 
to avow it till of late* The impuoence of plead* 
ing for it was referred for onr age, for a thtiV* 
tian admitted into yonr provinces, chenihed in 
your bofom, and, O'.fhame of pur churches ! ap- 
pearing among proteflant refugees, as the devil 
formefly>pf«^nted blrafelf before the Lord among 
the angelB of God.*- 

We propofe to-day, my brethren, to endeavor 
to unravel the Tophi fms of this author, to (hew i 

you 

• Voyez Bxrle, C«)nti|i«at. de» penfees divers. 
Ton^ii. pag,..5^f. 
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yovk. the agrecdbept of* religion ^ with' cWil poLIty^ 
and toeftftbliCh this propoiicioii^ .that aa there is 
nothing in rdfiglon to «o«iit«padl >the ddign 6£ 
a wife fyfieia of civil poll t)i, fo there i$ nothing 
in a wife fyilcm of civil government to counter- 
9£t the detign of the chrifttan reUgion. It wa^ 
the wifeft of all kings, who taught us this lefTon. 
He fpeaks of iht^ txaltatwn of a luu ion, and this 
is the end of civil polity* Hie f peaks of rigbu* 
ifusnesSf and .this is the defign of religion, or 
r#hert this is religion' itfelt. He affirms, tbftt 
the latter is the fonndation of ttie former, and 
this is the ngreement of religion with civil gov> 
«ronient» Jt is rigbuousnessy faith he, it is 
rlghuousness^ that txalUtb a natwtu 

Tills proportion of Solomon needs both ex- 
plication and proof 4 ant this difco^rfe is in- 
tended to furni/h both« 

In oar firit part we will ftate the queftion, fix: 
the fenfe of thefe terms,righteoufuers,' exaltation!; 
we will fet aiide the various falfe fenfes, which 
^ccaOoned the opinion that we intend to oppofe ; 
and by thefe means we will preclude foch objec- 
tions as may be made agaiaft^jur dodlrtne* 

In the fecond part, we will alledgf t(une>arga- 
ments in favour of the proplfiHtion conUined in the 
text when properly explained, and /fo. prove that 

righteousness ejftalteth ajiatioru 

• • 

This nation is «xilted, my brethren : but, al- 
low me to fay, it is not by its rigite^iuness. We 
liave not therefore chofen this text to create an. 
opportunity lof making cQcaroiums on you : but . 
W€ treat of the fubjeft in order to £xyonr atten- 
tion on 'the. proper means of preferving aod aiig<>' 
menting y^ar tlevatioa* Happy if out defign ' 
meet with fiicceis ! Happy if we contribatct 
thoogh not according to the extent of our wi&es, 
yet according to the ntmoft of oar ability, to the 
^loff of thb fiau 2 - 
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L We juft new. infinuatedytlttt^ afehe faKe/ 
glolTes put upon ibe ihaxioi of the vife man were. 
the princi^ai catiCet •e€ our back^ardnefs to acU. 
mil tbe trinli of it« It lis, tfaoreforey ihiportaiit. 
to lUte theqoeflioii clearljr. ^ 

I. When we affirm that righteousness and 
religion in general, (for it wottld be eafy to proTC 
that the word ri^hts&usness in- tber text is to be 
takenin tbii vague ^ibnfe) I fay^ when weaffirm 
that leligion exaltcth a nation^ we^^da «ot .ineao> 
Aicb' a, religion as many tmagtoew WeingeDi^ 
on fly a<cknowledgey'and w-ould ta-God the whole. 
wm-Iq acknowledged ! that neither the religion 
Off a cruel man, nor^tbe religion j^f a fuperfti- 
tiotis perfon^ nor tbe i^aligion of an entbii&afti 
can exalt 4i nation. 

How can the religioii of a. crwe/ roan -exalt a 
nation? The, religion "of fdch i»en is too well 
known for the peace, of JEurope. Such - as tlicfe, 
undei* pretence' of devotion, cut a free courfe 
for their own black and inAexible pafllons. 
Thefe arm tliemfelves with "the civil fw'ord to 
dfeftroy alt. who doubt the trurfi of their fyftema ;* 
tney put viol^ocp 'in the place of dcmonflrationj 
and endeavor to. /cTtablifli the gpfpety'as it it 
wer^ the Koran of "MoJi^mmed- bV force and con- 
• Thefe, char^dters, as I iutl now faid. 
are too wdl known for the peace of Europe. 
Even now, wbile I ipeak, I behold ' many, who 
have fufi^cedun^r fuch cfiiehy,'.Ji|id have o^ 
po(«d tlie ftroflgeft-ar^mmitagainflit*: :No, ray 
bcftthreirptlus is a est the Tcdigton 'that. aBfl/tft^^^ 
a. nation.. : Booh ..&..»ligaoi> .di^pinpiiLatcs .. Aateai* 
ruiAj comraecce, and ts:a oevec-i^iUog: Source o£ 
civ'il wan ;aiid .intefHiiQ. xBMcmotjoiM. - Tbo re*, 
ligion^ of ^4vhich ;xc Hpeak) isf a kind^/ patient^ * 
gl^ntle :r6tigi(tf>/; :a rd)glan, tfie ^gxbnid charao 
ter of vwbichv is: forbearance)^ IknevoXeoetj and 
frat«piial/*L6v.ci.; atreb^on ioiadcai; t^o^ivvorand ' 
hcrcfy : bat which; however^ ^itiftfit]id;ecrooe-j 

• '* .' I OttS 
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,4)0^ and the heretic ; a religiop, which exerts 
itfeif to eradicate falfe do^jfes { biit which 
leaves, each at. liberty to ad jVthe truth ; a re« 
ligtont which hath no otnK fw^rd than the 
svford of tbe Spirit^ nor any other weapon than 
that of the word* 

How can the religion of a supersSitJous man 
eyalt a nation ? It makes devotion degenerate 
into idlenefsf it increafeth the number of eccle- 
.fiaftics, and fo renders many members niVlefs to 
lociety* It wades, in pre tendedly pious founda- 
tions, imraenfe .fums, which might have con- 
tributed to the advancement of arts and fctences. 
It generates fcruples in the miflds of ftatefmen, 
and fo retrains the exercife of thofe^ne facul- 
tieS| which God created for *the good of the 
ilate. It puts the cafui(\ m the |jhce of the 
prince, and the prince in the pSace of the cai^ift, 
thecafiiKl on the throne, and the prince m con- 
feflion at his feet. No, my brethren, this U not 
the religion, of which we f]peak« The religiont 
of which we fpeak, is oppofite to fuperflitioo* 
It is juft and folid, requiring us to *< render un- 
to Ca&far the things that are C« Car's, and onto 
Ood the things that are God's," Matt. xit. it. 
It prefcribes bounds to fovercigns .: but it re- 
quires cafuiAs alfo toknow ;their place* 

How can ..the religion of an enfhustast coo- 
tribjute to the exaltation of a nation I The foul 
of an .enthu'Gad is always agitated with vt'&ons 
and reveries* He iocelTantly thrufls himfelf 
into the company of the great, in order to infpire 
them with his own fpirit, and to breathe into 
them the foul of enthufiafm. He sndeavors t^i' 
animate governors, called to watch over a .date, 
and to. condudl the people to national happinefs, 
with his wild fchenes. He is always talking 
of extirpating the leformationi and thundering 
excommunications againft thofe, jwho do not en- 
ter into .his extravagant proje^s; bis anathemas 

TiT arc 
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are as extravagant and wild as the projed^s tlieni- 
icivcs. This is not the religion, of. which we 
fpeak. The religion> that exalteth a nation^ is 
derived from the treftfures ot. the Divine Intelli- 
gence ; it was formed in tW mind of that ^Su-* 
.preme Spirit) lUom w^hom wifdom proceeds, as 
the dream iiows from the fpring : and not in { 

the ideas of. a difordared brainy nor in the dreams 
of a vifionary. | 

We wi(h you to ta^e religion and righteouf- 
ncfs in thc/rup fenfe of the terms. This is our 
S.r{i elucidation* This is the firft precaution, 
•that muft.bc ufed< to underfland the (late of tbe 

.queAion. 

.2. We do not mean to affirm, that tlic.tric 
religion is fo ncceiTfiry in all its dodlrines,/and 

.in. a// the extent of Us precepts, that there are, 
no inflances of the flouri filing of fqcieties, which 

• bgvencH bqen v^holly regulated by.it. We'ac- 

^knowledge th^tTome focieVies of men^ who^ave . 

'<l)een only partially governed by -its maxims^ 
have enjoyed long and glorious advantages upon 
tbe theatre ©f tic world,; either becau.fe their j 
falfe religions, contained fome principles, of rec*. 
titude in common with* the true religion ; or 
becaufe God, in order to animate fpch people to 
pra£liCp.. fonje vi/tues, fuperficial indeed, but, 

'iipwever, neeelTary to the being of.focicty, an-, 
nexed fuccefs to the exercife of' them ; or be* 
cjiufe he profpered them to anfwer fome fec#et 
, defigns of his wifdom ; or becaufe, finally, rec- 
titude was never fo JFuIIy edajblilhed oni e.arth a^ 
to preclude injuftice frpqi enj.oyiiig the a4van-i 
tages of virtue, or virtue from fuffefing'thc 
penalties of vice. However it wercy we allow 
the fa^, and we only affirnot, that. the inofl fure^ 

^ethod* that- a nation can takp to. fupport anj. 
exalt itfclf, is to follow the laws of rigbteoufnei? 
apd the fpirit'of religion., This is a lecond clu-^ 

^Culatioii tending to Itat^ tficaaeftion clearly. 

3. W« 
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3i We do not affirm, i\i2Lt\i\e^iry particular 
case religion is more fucccfsful in procuring 
fome temporal advantage than the violation of 
it ; fo that to confider fociety'only- in this poipt 
of Itghti and io confine it to thi.s particular cafe 
indepcbjlfntljr of all other ^TrcumflanCes, re- 
ligion yields the honor of poftcrity to injuftice* 
"We allow, fowc Hate crimes have been fuctet^- 
fill, and have been the fteps, by which foroe peo- 
ple have acquired worldlyj^loryi^ We even al- 
low, that virtue hath fometlmes been an obflade 
to grandeur. We only' afiirjn,. that, if a nation 
"be confidercd in every poi^rit. of light, dnd in all 
drcumdances, If alt thing* he weig'hc'd; it wHl 
be found, that the more a ffJciety.praWfe Virtot, 
jthe more profperity it will enjoy. We affiirnj, 
that the more it abandons itfeltto vice, the liiorjc 
talfery will it tboner or later fuffcr ; fo that thfe 
very vice, which contributed to irts exaltatioiiy 
yi'U'produce its dcftruftion ; and the Very vir- 
tue^ which (^eros at fir ft to abafe ft, v/il), in the 
tifia, exalt It to gtorj^. "This Is a third chicSd^- 

Viom ; ' ' ' ; 

• 4. W^ do nor mean by cxaltatiori, tBdisoridf 
etevalibn^ at Which worldly ftcforrf, or^ rather ty- 
rants, a fpi re. We acknowledge, ^at',1f fy^ rx- 
olting a nation be underilood an elevation ex- 
,'tcnding itfclf beyond the limits" yf' reftitude, 
'an elevation not drredted by jufticc and good 
faith, an elevation confifling' of the acquifitions 
of wanton and arbitrary power, ah elevation 
obliging the whole world to fubmit to a yoke of 
iftavery, and fo becon^fng an executioner of di- 
vine vengeance on all mankind ; we allow, that 
in this feDfefX(7/(ot/>n is not an effe£^ of righte* 
cusness, B\Siti if we lindterftantf bv" ^*o/f jn^ a 
nation whatever governs. With getitlencfs, negb- 
ciates with fuccefs, attacks with couragb, de« 
fends with refolutioti, and cdnftitutes the faappt* 
tiefs of a people^ whatever God always beboldb 



228 The tiarmonjf of keUgion 

with favorable eyes | if this be what m meant 
by exalt ing^ a nation^ we affimi) a nation is ex« 
alted only by righteoufnefs. 

5* In fine, we do not afiBrm, tb.*t the profperi* 
ty of fuch a nation would be fo perfedl as to 
exclude all untoward circumftances* We on'^ 
fay, that the higbcA glory, and the itioft perfect 
happinefs, which can be enjoyed by a nation in 
a world^ where, after all, there is always a mix- 
tore of adverfity with profperity, arc the fruits 
of righteoufnefs. Tbefe elucidations rouft be 
retained, not only becaufe tbey explain the the- 
fis, which ive are fupporting, and becaufe they 
are the .ground of what we fiiall hereafter fay : 
but alfo becaufe they ferre to preclude fuch ob- 

Je£kions, to folve fuch difficulties, and to unravel 
bcb fnphifiDs,' as the author, whom we oppofci 
urges againft us. 

One argument againft us is taken from the 
abufes, which religion hath caufed in fociety s 
but this obje^ion is removed^ by taking away 
falfe ideas of reiigion. A feCond objcSion i« 
taketi from the cafe of foipc idolatrous nations, 
who, though they were Ortngers to revealed re* 
ligioHi have yet arrived at a gieat height of 
worldly glory : but this obje£tton is removed by 
our fecond elucidation. A third objf d^ion is tak- 
en from fome particular cafe, in which vice is of 
more advantage to a (late than virtue : but this 
objection falls before the manner in whicb we 
have ftated the quedion. A fourth objedlion is 
taken from extravagant, notions of glory : but 
this obje^ion is. removed by diilinguifiiing true 
exaltation from falfe. Finally, an obje^^ion is 
taken from the evils, whicb the. moft virtuoos 
focieties foCer, and we have acknowledged, that 
this world will always be to public bodies what it 
is to individuals, a place of niifery, and we 
liajre xu>ntented ourfelves with affirming, that the 
moftOvltdbappinefsy which can be' enjoyed here, 

hath 
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hath righteoufneli for its caufe. The narrow 
Rinit*, to which wc «re confinrd, will not allow ^ 
!» to carry cmr rcfieAions any forthcr. They, 
irowcvcr, who meditate |>i*ofoundiy on the matter, 
wili eafily perceive that ail thefc obje^ions are, 
if not khandanfilyrefotedy at tealt fofircienUy pre» - 
eluded hy out escplicationsi 
' We will now proceed ' to (hew the grounds of 
tlic tnaxim of the wife man. We wiU open fia: 
fources of refle^^^^i^ras ; an idea of foeicxy in gcnw 
eral ; the conftituilon of eaeh governnfient in par* 
ttctllar; the fixture of' arts and it;ieoces; the 
tondUift of prbvidente ;- the promises of God him^ 
felf ; and the hiilory of all ages. Tbefe articles 
make op the renSainder of this difeenrfe. 

11. I. Let ns iril form an idea of society in . 
general and eonfidcr the motives, wbi'ch 4ntlvced ^ 
manicind to ant«e themfelves in focietf , and to file 
themfclves in one place. By doing thiS) we (hail 
ptrceivc,*thai rigbtemtsness is the <yr\ly thing that : 
Can render nations happy. Every individual hath * 
fnfioice wants ; bat only finite faculties to fuppty 
them. Each individtial of mankind hath need of 
knowledge to inform, him, laws to dired htm,, 
pr^operty to fupport him, medieine to relieve him^ 
Aliments to noorifh hrm, Clothing and lodging t6 
defend hitnfelf againfl the injuries of the fealons. 
How eafy Mrotild it be' to enlarge -this catalogue ! . 
Simiiar intere*^* form a limilar deGgn. Divers 
men onite themfelv^s togetherf inorde^ that the 
Induftry of all may fupplythcwants of each. —^ 
This is the origin of focteties ar^d pubiic bodies 
of men. 

It is eafy to comprehend^ that, in order to en- 
joy the bltflitigs propofed by this afleroblage, foiw 
fixed maxims mull he laid down and invitol^ibly 
obeytd. It will be neceffjiry for«all;the members 
tof this body to confider themfcWes as namrally 
equal, that by \\vi% idea they may be inclined to 
nfford each other motual fnccor. It will be nc* 
'^ U 2. eeffary 



* * 
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ceffaiy that tbej (hould be fincere to each other, 
leil' deceit fhoiild (erve for a vail to coocea] tlie 
fatal defigos of 'fome from the eyea of the reft. It 
will be neceffary for all to obferv« the roles (d 
.rigid equityt that fo tfaey may fulfil the contrads 
which they bound tbemfelvet to perfoiniy when 
they were admitted ioto thit fociety* i^ will be 
neceffaryt that eileem and benenolencr fboold 
^tve life and aftion to righteoufneft. ' It will be 
neceflary, that the bapptoefs of all (hould be pre- 
ferred before the intereft of one; and that in 
cafet where public and private iaterefU clalh, the 
public good ihould always prevaii. I twill be ne- 
ceffary) that each {lioold cultivate bis own talentSi 
that he may contribute to the bapptnefs of that 
focvetyy to which he ought to devote bimfelf 
with thtfntmoft fiticerity and seal. 

Nowt my brethren, what can be more proper 
to make us obferve t be fc rules, than religion, than 
rigJiteousntss P Religion brings us to feel our 
natural etjuahty ; it teacheth us, that we origin- 
ate in the Came duft, have tbe fame God for oor 
Creator, are all defcended from the fame fit ft pa* 
jrent, all partake of the fame mifenes, and are all 
, doomed to the fame laft end. Religion teacheth 
us fincerity to each other, that the tongue (hould 
be a faithful interpreter of the mind, that we 
(hould speak every man truth with bU neighbor^ 
£ph. iv. 25. and that, being always in the fight 
ef the God of truth, we (boold jiever depart from 
the laws of truth* Religion teacheth os to be 
juft, that we (hould '^ render to all, their diuess 
tribute to whom tribute is due, cuftom to whom 
cuftom, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor | 
that whatfoever we would that men (hoold do un* 
to OS, we (hould do even fo onto them," Rom. 
xiii. 7. Matt« vii..l3* Religion requirethvs to 
be animated with charity, to confider each other 
as creatures of one God, fubjedis of the fame 
king) meibbera of one bodyi and heirs of the fame 

glory. 
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glor/« Religtoo reqoiretb ut to give op privatt 
iotcreft to pubiic good, not to see A our ovm^ hit 
tvery one another's wealth ; it eircn requirctb ua 
to lay down ourlhesfor the brethren* Thus bf 
coufideriog nations in tbefe primitive Ticwsy it it 
righteousness alone tl^tit exalti, them. 

2m fiut' all this is too vague. We proceed 
next to condder each form of government in par* 
ticular* It is iinpra&icable for all the mcmbera 
of focietyi on every prefling occafion, to afferob!« 
together and give their fufftages. Poblic bodtta 
therefore agree to fet apart fooie of their noabtri 
who are accounted the foul, the will, the deter* 
mination of the whole* Some nations have com* 
mitted the fuprenie power to one, whom they call 
monarch; this is a m'onarchical ilate. Others. 
have committed fupreme power to a few of their 
own body, called magistrates^ senators^ nobles^ 
or fome other honorable appellation ; this is a re* 
publici called in the fchoois an ariitocracy* Otb* 
ers have diffufed fupreme power more equally 
^among all the members of their focietyt and have 
placed it ia all heads of families ; this is z popular 
government^ ufually called a democracy* Society 
gives its authority*^ and privileges into the bands 
of tbefe petfons ; it cm rods and empowers them 
to make laws, to impofe taxes, to j*aife fubfidies, 
to make peace or declare war, to reward vinhe» 
to pun lib vice; in one word, to do whatever may 
be beneficial to the whole fociety^ with the feiiei* 
ty of which they are entrofted. 

If we confider tbefe various forms of govern* 
ment, we fhall find, that each nation will be more 
ot lefs happy in its own mode, of govertmig, wiQ 
more or lefs prevent the inconveniencies to which 
it is fttbjc£t, according as it fhall have more of 
lefs attachment to religion or right eousness* 

What are the particular inconveniencies of % 
monarchieal g ^verninent I In what cafes is moo* 
archy fatal to ifac Itbcrt}^ and fo to the felicity^ 

of 
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of a nation ? When the monarch} inftead of oiak; 
log the good Qf the people his fupreme law, fbf- 
iowA nothing but his own caprice. When 'he 
;ihinks hi'mfelf vefted with fupreme power for his 
own gl^ryi and not for the glory of his kingdom'. 
When, by ftretcbing his authority beyond its law« 
Ibl boundS| he endeavors arbitrarily to difpofe of 
the lives and fortunes of his fubje£ts« Whcii, in 
order to avenge a private quarrel, or to fatiate 
bis third for a glory,froip which his .people derive 
DO benefit, he engageih then^ ^n bloody wars, and 
facrificetb them to a vain and imaginary gi'andenr. 
When he wades the fubftance of bis people in fu* 
yerb building^,. in es^ceflive e(nbe)Ii(hnients, and \ 

HI fumptuoua equipages. When he impofes on 
them enormous .tributes, and exorbitant taxes* 
When he is inacct/Iible to the wjdow and the or- 
phan. When he gives hinjfelf.up to indolencC| 
and doth not (ludy the wants of his fubie<^s. 
When, though- he appropriates to himfelf the 
advantages of empire, yet, in order to free him* 
fcif from the. fatigue of governing, he commits 
the reiiis to a- rafh cpunfelloror to an infolent 
favorite. When, be entertains Toch an idea of 
l^oyalty as one anciently foMned, who defiied- 
h a right to do whatever we will with impunity ;, 
fuch an idea as that, which a mean flatterer gave 
of it to Alexander the Great, Do as rnany un- 
jiid a6\ions as you will, impoverifli your Tub je6\s 
by exa£^lons, ' extortions, and rapines, to fatlsfy 
your luxury and ambition, it is all right, if is all 
lovely, becaufe you chopfe to have it fol* When, ^ 
inttcad of being the father of hi« people^ he 
fitlves to be the executioner»,.likc that • brutal 
Omperor, who wjftied the Ro^nan empire had but 
one head that he might Rrike it off at a blow.f 
Tb' fe are the inconvcniencics oi the firft kind ^of 
government. In ' * 

* Plutarch ad princip.'indotSt. ; ' ' ' 

* ,^ t Sueton. Caljg. chSkp. xxjt. ' ' ' : 
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In what cafes i^ the fecond kind of govern* 
meet hortfol ? Is it not, when any one of tbe 
magiftrates, inftead of coniidtring bimfclf as a 
fingle member of the aiTembljTt aims to be at the 
head of it ? When be intrudes into office by 
Snifter means. When he nfeth bis poweri nor 
for the public good,^ot for the advancement aod^ 
g)ory of bis own family. When he is mean 
enough to fell bis vote. When be ingratiatec . 
himfdf with a number of feditioos people, in or* 
der to form^ cabals, and to engrofs fupreme po«^ 
er. When he doth not take pains to inform fatn»* > 
felf of tbe merits of a caufe, before be deter* 
nine it.. When' be affociates coHeagnes witbr: 
bimfelf, whofe incapacity is intended to be made- 
a foil to bis own abilities, inftead of calling ia . 
men more able than him(etf to fopply his owft- 
defers. In fincy when be mahet bimfrlf J4idget 
in his own caufe. 

Let us obfcrve, faftlyy when % popular govern^; 
inent becomes bortfuL Is it bot when, by- a* 
mere principle of levity, laws are made attd uii* 
made by caprice 1 When, nnder pretence -tf 
equality, a proper deference to foperior*^onder« 
fiandrngs is refofed ? When intrigoe and cabal 
give efied to evil connfels ? When a powcrfifl. 
fadlion opprefles the vinuons few ? When pop* 
ular liberty degenerates into UcentiouAiers an4 . 
anarchy, and when the ambition of many be- 
comes an evil, as enormous and fatal as the t]r*- 
ranny of one ? Thefe, and many more, are the 
imperfe^ioos of thefe three forti of governments 
Need we to take up your time in proving, that^ 
all tbefe ills are moft and bed precluded by re* 
iigion t Do we not all recol1e€b fome fcripture 
maxims, w-bicb would reftrain tbefe exceffcs ? I 
need not, therefore, multiply quotations to prove 
this point. Is not each of us convinced, thai, 
if we thus coniider nations in regard to tbe forms 
of their government| it is r^bteausnes^ alona 
tfaat cxalis them I' - S. Qut 
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3* Our io^me wiU appn»r in a clcai^r ]^ht ' 
^11,. if iv£^pxo^r<d to ;eacatnu>e the liberal, 'arts 
findscicntieS'^ Tfa?: »ai^ a focierjr foUo,ws tb^ 
4f trii- of., religioq, . th^.;n9re4 will reljI^iQo. cheriik 
^Jlem »Ddeii.tt9 i6ftering.,w\ng« ;. Jurupf^ttUnc^ 
viJIfl«iir4liv^ca!ui^.Iaii(.wiU ^ dtfe^ng^gcd froa 
Ikflifaeif^tyi^wlHph p^Fpetuatqi afli^ontieil ; b&. 
itaufe covfifeUor^^ill ^ead iione but juftxaofes. ; 
«nd 'bcca<|f<^ j:iMg^ ^.ill n^v;er fufl^r theisfelvc^ 
4o.bc: QArruplied: by i^r^ST'ti^ m&ic^ ^//n(if tip :V^^ of 
^e-pfis^ir b(|t . wi^. .aV*lf^^^cci4e^ accjoiding, tp 
4be {pirit of.ibi^ i««if:^j^}4 t^ ^i^tatfut^ 1^ cqa* 
ibbttpc*:. t 1 ... .V ...• " :;. .. -...-..^ .,, . : -. 
A Tht mtii^a^' cftm '^'^Qiovurlftif l^ogfotc the fol- 
«licmwill Dp!t4e#rmkdHbf* ^^Scer^. the . oj^f rr wi^ 
oot d«fra«)d tbt^ltildi^f .j be^uCe bofb will^gp 
anoo the arti»|H}Pd| iP<M^c^>] to oi^taJQ the.jfavQr of • 
^J?CU<^ ig«|i»«r,|>o|ii,;b#t,,fq;irfeafe Qoii ; Wattfo^ 
being.prepared-' to die by an »itlcipa;e/i,r£pei]^ 
4ffifi9» itb<!>tr: ;aNi^ v4U notr^t r^f^ipe^ b^ -tbe 
/cartotftlliiig^.j^tfttbf hands. pf aq angry God^ 
JMcta£6y 4boi^dtMi^ hfiv«unQgte^ed.to ^xkociliaxe 
^thetjbwr^of C<id-bef^e' a bactle;». t^^-.iKould.be. 
^KhTtiadffdt «ven.ifi xhahc^t ^ .lt,;.tlvat,tJb<^ bed v 
Iwif-. ce filo^Ce lliw w^U*beap (i|ircHarg9..tbe d»- j 

Jttt £^i tbeM* .o§^ I ^heroas wben . foldmrs feel 
-tii«ircoiiicienp«« tiEig^;^(edv when fQV^f^ the div- 
kbaKgc 6f tbea^tiUer^ of til|eir.e^eipie$i tbi^y dif* 
.eovcr ef^raal -fl<iiB^&,^bco vbey lef. hell opening 
4iader:tbeip fe^e,. and. ;be horrors of ^ternsd puii- ^ 
ilhrncDt .fucc^ding thofe of the field of baulci 
they., will «^«iay« fight with relo£lancef and en- 
deavor to avoid fottu(>4 .mifiery by ile^iiig away 
fromprefieotdeattitf ! 

In a viituoss; H^te^ .^opipierce mW tkpunttif be- 
icauifQi- jk^mervGbant,. always fpc^ki^ig the tri^tb* , 
^and dealing with go9d faitb, ]willaxtra6l gene-ral 
credit and cooEdence ; always following the 
,*ulc9 of wifdom and.prudence, . he,, will never en- 
•gage ii) rafii under ta Jet ngs^ which ruin famiHev 

and 
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rand fulrYcrt^ hole boofes ; ii^t4)eit)g atirtiiatedl 
^Ith avarrce or vain glorjr» 'h^. wiW not fird ac- 
qlrii-e richjes by rnjuftice, *tfd next waftic them 
V^ltfa indffcretioTr ; d^pendit^ on thd bloffiTigsF tit* 
bisaveny all M»^ labors -wtK be- enlivened' with' 
CDirrage and idy. . * ' • 
• Itifuch a (tate,Ctf;vm/iy Vilt^ourtfh, becaiifii 
each, burning -with zealforthe glory of God, 
v^ill carefully ciiltivsit* -a fcrent^, which hath 
God for Its obje^"; 'becatifc, berng.^frec frotn a 
party fprrrtf he* will'retelvfe Vhe truth, irh^tevcr- 
Iranid may prefeht it tt> 'lini ; Wcaofe, by'rcJfei--: 
ring^'r^ligioTi to^i<« chJef'erid, JrewiUnotf fpeml- 

-Ifis !cfe iri xht pdrftfit ;o^ trifles ; bccaufc, 'full of 

rZCAlfar his falvation, he oprill be attctftive to eve- 
ry itep towafd's'lt ;: becairfei riot being enflavdd' 
-to' his pftffioii'sj he ' w\i\ ttotrbe* <nrvelopicd'in the' 

. dark.nefs jjrodaded by tfiem ; oi^, to expnffs my- 
fltf i*tl rfie Fan^tfage.of fctipture, bccaniCj by do* 
iHg tit: iff HI bf ^hdy^ be Koilt -knoiif v^tber fueh/ 
•alid i\\'c\\'tto^irhtes cormr from the* SopremeJBeingi * 
or ffo^tr the preacher onlyV'John vij. 17, 
''The tnethanicaL arts will -floiirrfh ina virtu-- 
H^tis (tate, becaiufe tfirey, on whom ^ God hath n6t^ 
w!low*d"gemus: equal tb ttie^'inveftigation of ab-* 
Ora£l fcienc.esi whom 1ie*batb fitted for lefs no* 
blS'ftatYOni In fociety, .wiU*-Rlf op thofe ftattons 
with the^0tffloftc3rit,<a"rtd will be hap^ Id deriv-* 
itrg ''f i*om'' tft^'fiich ' . adv Si otsrges as they, produce. 
Thus a jufft. not Tan of arts -and fcieoces opens *to^ 
vn a cRiifd foirce of arguments to prove the truth- 
of oUr'.text. , • 

^*4.' Thte do^ribe 6f providence opens a foortbi 
as* otlJiefs have obftrved; TThe condoft ofprov?*'' 

.^ dpnce, in regs^fd to publrc T>odiesj i^ verydifirerk? 
^Tit frotn that, which prevails tn the cafe of in- 
dividuate; In tegard ' to the latter, providence* 
1^* involved in darkhefs* Many titnea it feema'' 
tocondetnn virtue and crown tiijuftice, and t^i- 
leave innocence to g;roaii in fitenctfy and to en^ 
• •' -' power 
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power guilt to riot and triumph in pobUc* The 
wicked rich man fared sumptuously every daj^ 
I*asaro& desired in vain to be fed with tbe cruntSs 
that fell from bis tcble^ Luke xvi. 19, 2 U Sc* 
Paul was executed on a fcaffold* Nero reigned 
on Csefar's throne. And to fay all tn one word, 
Jefus Cbrtd was born in a ftablCf and Herod lived 
and died in a palace. 

Bat providence is direAed in a different meth- 
od in regard to public bodies* Profperity in 
them is the efied of righteoofnefst public bap- 
pinefsis tbe^ewar^ of public victuCf tbe< wifeft 
nation id ufuaUy the moil fuccefsfnl^ and Tirtue 
walks with glory by iier iide*^ God fometimea 
indeed afllAs the moft virtoons nations j hot he 
.doth fo with the defign of pnrifyiog tbemy and of 
opening new occafioi^s to beftow larger benefits 
on them. He. fomfttimes indeed protfpers wicked 
!nBJtioas4 but tbeir .profperity is an .effort of his 
]p«iief)ce and Jong fufferingt it ia to gtre them 
^imet^prevcottheir deftru^lion^ fjretf aft^r allp 
;asl faid before, profperity ufually follows righte* 
^ufnefs tin -/public bodies, public bapfjinefs is the 
reward ok public virtue, the wifeft nation is the 
xnoA'fucceisful, and glorjr^a geBeralJy . connected 
tWtth virtue* 

They, to whom we are indebted sf or this -re* 
^'l!e£tion, have grounded it on this.reafoo. A day 
will come when Lazarus will be .indemnified, and 
tbe rich man punifhsd .; St. Paul will be reward- 
ed, and Nero will be confounded ; Jefus Chrift 
^ill fill a throne, and Herod will be covered with 
ignominy* Innocence will be avenged, juftice 
fatisfied, the majefty4>f the laws repaired} and the 
rights of God mainuined* 

Butfucb retribution is. tmpradlicable inregavj 
to public bodies* A nation cannot be pumOied 
then as a nation, a^^rovince as a province, a 
kingdom as a kingdom* All different forts ,Qf 
government will be then abolifliedf Oncrindl* 

i^dual 
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^^idttal of a people wilLb^ put iii poffefEon of 

. Uglory,' while another Win;be' covered with (iis^mb 

■Aud'confitfion of face. *It ftiould fcedi,' tben> thj?t 

.providence bwea to its ow» ^Te€lttude- thofe titii'w 

x>i vengeinte, in -which it p&a rs -all its wrath oil 

^wicked focietiei, (ends' therii plagiiesi war*) farai- 

Ines; and other -cat aftropliies^ of which hiftory- 

^ives us fo many memorable examples.' To place 

hopes Altogether 6n worldly poUcy, to pretend- to 

xJeriVe advanLtages-from VVc^, and folo^ found the 

happioefs of fociety ojt 'the ruins of relfgloil arid 

'virtue, what is this but t<> infult frovtdfcBtetf— 

Thil ia to- arouse that power againft * lis^ ^^Inch 

ibooer or later overwhelms and con fipunds vicioi» 

•^ocicttes. 

5. If the obfcurity of the ways of providence, 
*which ofually renders doub'tkjl the rcalbningsof 
•men oa its condu^, weaken the kft argument, 
>ict'*tts proceed to corHlder, in the hejtt place, the 
declarations of God bimfeff on this article. The 
' "whole twefity-eighth chapter of Deuteronomy, 
all the blelfings and curies pronounced thett, ful* 
ly prove our do£trine. Read this tender torn, 
plaint, which .0od^ formerly roade toncernritg-the 
irregularities of his -people.- -^^^ O that they were 
•wife, that they unBerftood thw, that they would 
cotifider their latter end 1 . How Ihould otye-eh^dB 
a thotifand, or two put ten thoufkhd- tQ iSiglrt ?^' 
xbap. X5cxti. 29, 30. Read the^edling wbrd^i 
n^hich be uttered by the mouth' of hrs prophet, 
^ O that my people had hearkened unto me, and 
Ifrael had walked in roy*ways'! ^I- ftiould foon 
have Tubdued their^enemie&, and turned- my hand 
agatnd their a4yerfarie3« Their time fhould have 
cndufed forever.- ' I tfltotild .have fed theni alfo 
with the fibcft if- the whe'ar: and with honey out 
of the rock (boiild' I have fati^'Bed them,*^' Pfalm 
IxxxU 13, Sec. 'Read ihe noble promtfes made by 
the mintflry of Ifaiab, *' T-hus faith the Lord thy 
fledeemer/ the * Holy One of Ifrael^ I am the 

rV • •. .Lord 



I • 



isjB The Tfarmny of. Rc^im • 

» ■ ■' ■.'-",-♦•■ • *. ' .' » 

^JUord' t{))r,6o4 which. te«iph€tb ^hee to,prQphi;^ 
^hicb. leadeth thee bj? ^t^ wj»^ thou.(h6olde[i'jgjdw 

>^ that ihou ! kM^k - ^i€;skskfiiifd to niy commaod- 

rjncot&l tbejn||^4-K4^y p^iK>e hfcfi as.a rivery and 
xby ngibteoufQefs as the wavt^ of tfae^jrea^: t^ 
.feed aIfQ.h24' been as the fand^ and ^hy nat^ 

'fftiQurd pot have been cut off, nor d^ftroy^d from 
.b^fpre. uie,**.xbap*' xlvi«,;»J7;, :&.u ..Rcad'tl^e tci>- 
rible tbi-eatfoLngs denousioed i>y the propbet Jere- 
t|i)(ab» ^rThofoghvMpDes and SaimieK (load befoce 
JJi^f . y^ (9y ini«id could not be .toward ^bis peo- 
|>{e : c.^ ttncni out pf my '£ight9..aadrlet them go 

-ibrtb* -And; it^all come 'to'pafs, if tbey fay uo* 
to tb^e, Wbitbcr (hall we. go^ fort b ? then th^ 
fb^lt tell tbemt Tbu^* faith the^ Lord,. Such aa> are 
jfpr. deatbf to- death; ■ and fuch as are Jor the fword, 
;to the Cword; aud fych as arer for. the famine,, to 
4 bf^ famine ; and fuch as are for the captivity^ to 
tb^' captivity. And I. will appoint /over tbem faiir 
kind^) faith the Lord ; the fwprd toJlay^ and the 
iiogiito tear, and the fowU of tbe heav^eoy^od the 
beads of tbe eartb| to devour and deft roy* For 
;who^ (b all hav^ pity pppa thee, . ,0-J.erafi|lem ?^ pt 
.who fiiaU-hemoao theef ? or wbo.flialLgo alide to 
sdk how thou doeft ? Thou h>ft forfakea roe, fai^ 
the Lor4^ tbou ari ^ne backward: tbereforei^iil 

>Z ftretclij, puti fny baind agaip& tbeci and deftroy 
thee; lam wearyofrepentingi" chap. xv. l,(kc. 
The lauguage of our text is ^reeabk taall tbtfe 

^{Tagef ; it is rigbteouines&f faith the texQ it 
i&ngbteoofnofs il^^t exalteih ^^mdtht^. TM^ 
Cod fpeakt; moreover, thus be aAs, as yre &aii 
ihew you in tbe next article*. • 
^ C .^ ' The' history . pfdUl ^« afiords os • atiotber 
dafs^of arguments in defence of ^our dodt^i^ 
and fo proves the truth of it by experience. 

Had ever preacher a widef or tiiore fruitful 
field than tbisy which opens tooor view in this 
.|)art of our difcpurfe ? Sball we produce j^ou .« 

Jift of Egyptians^ P^rfian?) iV^yn^o^i and GreekS| 
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Of' 1^0 IS an 3 who furpaiTed them all ? Shall we 
Ihew yoQ all tbefe nation^ by tiims exalted as 
tfity Vefpeded righteoufii«ri»v^i' abafed as tbey 
DCgleAcd it ? 

By wTifat myfierious att did aftctent Egypt fab* 
fift with (6 much glory diiVing a period of fiffcca 
or fixtieeo ages I*' By » bencvblencc fo cxtenfive, 
that hiy 'wb6 1'cfofed to r^fiertl the wrc'tcbed»^hci^ 
Ht ha^ tt in hU power to afUfl b^tDf wa3 hlmfslf/ 
])Oiii(hed with death : by a juUice ib impartial,- 
that their kin^s obliged tbc j-Udges to take atf 
qa^rh, that rheywpoid nev^r'do any tning againfb* 
ttcir ow;n cpnfciences'^ though. they, the king'J^ 
tbTcrofelVes, (fjodld'cbmmand tbem : by ^u avcrv 
iron to b^d pHnies, fo E^ed| as to di:ny them cb'e 
honors o/a fotrcfalr liy inTariaWy rendering to 
tiierit public praifc, even beyond the grave ; i*6r 
when an E^pttao died, a- feflion was held for, 
tlj? d?re6t pfiijWe ofHnquiriog hoW he had fpen$= 
his life," fb that all the rcfpeft doe to his mprtvorj* 
xni|^Kt ht pattf ^ by entertaining fuch juft ideM of 
ttie vai^ty'ofl^ife,. ats to confider their boijfti «i^ 
i!fiis* jn*whi<^ they"werc;'t6 4pdg« as it WereJoniji^/ 
fSij i mghtf and thetr fepulcres as habitatiotos, ifi 
wbich'rthey were to abide many ages, in which, 
therefore, they united all the foltdity'and pon^p 
df ^rc hi tenure, witneCa their famous pyramids : 
by a life fa laborious, that cVcn their araufenvents 
W^re adapted'to (Irengthea the body, and improve 
the inind : by a readiatfs to difcharge theii' debts 
fo remarkable, thartfaeyhada law, which pro- 
hibited the borrowing of ihotiey, except on con- 
difiQn of pledging the body of a parent for pay- 
ment, a depoiit (o venerablie, that a man, who 

•deferred the redemption 'of it, was looked upon ' 
wi^h horror :/' in one word, by a wifdoro*fo pro- 
found, that'Mofes bii^Ceif-t^ renowned iu fcripv 
ture for being learned in 1^0 

■ . '■ ' . '. ^; •• By 

* biodor. Sicii. lib. i, fe^« 2< Herod. !ib. ii. 
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Bf wbtt marvfllptis inetbod ^id the Perfianar) 
obtaiixAicfa a difliiigDUbed place of honor in an« 
cient bidory ?* By confidcring falfcbood in tbc 
moft horrid l>igl^ a^^ vice .tbc meaoefl and moft 
4i^gnkCc£\}Vi by ,a ijobic generofity, conferring-, 
flavors 00 tbc nattonsj they conquered, iod lcav» 
i^g tl^etD to epjoy allfh^ cnfigps of tbeir former 
grandeur i by aoaituTer^al equity, obliging tbcm«- 
felvcJ to publifli fbe virtue* of their greatefl cncr 
mics f byobfcrving, a». an inviolable fecretj flatc 
aiiTairS) fo that, toufc, the language of an ancient 
authori neither promifes nor tbreatenings conldL 
extort iC) for the ancient jaws af the .kingdom 
obliged. tbem Xo bt filfnt .pnder pain of death :. 
by a decorum foregulaCf ^hati^eens^and all court 
Indies quitted tbe tabl^;as jpon.as ever the com- 
pany, began to Uy aGde moderation 'm drinkipg : 
by religiQuily recording noble. a£\ioDS|' and tranf-, 
«»itt|ng,thenjjita poCierity in public regiftcr^ : by 
eduipuog their .children ib Trifeiy, ibat tbey were 
taught virtue, fis pther. nations were taught let*. 
ttnt . by difcoycring ,no .^rief for fucb youths as 
died uneducated. ^ The children of the roya] fais- 
ily.wereputi at fourteen years of age, into the 
band^ of fqur of;tbe wifelt and mod virtuoas 
flaftime^. Tbc firjj. taught the in the worfiiip of 
the gods ; the frcpnd trained them op to fpeak 
truth and. pra^iife.e^uityT; the third habituated 
themto fiibdqe yg)ujp:uouiiiefs, to enjoy rfal.Iib« 
city, to be alway^; ^rinces^ and always maders 
of tlKwfelves and their. own paflions ; ihefourtjti 
infpired them witb* courage,^ and, by .wchin^ 
them how to conMnai^d the at (elves, ta^jgK tbcia 
how to maintain ^Qmipion pv^r otber^ C:-i 1 

"We pqrpofely omit, -.tlic.-noblje and vir^pbus ac- 
tions of the Affyrians, and Medift^ the Greeks, 
and othei* nations, who wer^ tbc glory of the 
ages 40 which they lived. But let uis not pafs by- 
ancient 
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• Herod, lib. i. iii. Plat. Alcib. i. 



an^ Civil Polity. «4*- 

ancient Rom« : Was erer nation more exalted ?♦* 
One e^reffinn tff C»Ca* wiJl give es a j«(t notion 
of their exCetletice^ Cicero recomnrended a friend 
to bim, -and this wks his anfwer : In regard to 
Marcos Fiirkis, ^Ht>my0u biaw tecximmtnd^d to 
jne^ I will tHUke ^im king ofO<fuh If you bavs 
any other ft itiids yt)U toPsh to ba^ promottd^ yoit 
may eoinmnnd wr.f Bin by ithat unheard-of 
prodigy drd old Hottte, v^ytrvpoftd at firft of no 
more than three t hiSti Tan^ inbtibi tan ts, carry coRt- 
qucft in left thati ft* hufidrtd.yeanao tte enth 
of the earth ? ' Thus tpeakfr the Ei»perop Julian^ 
By vhat itnpenetrAk ftcfet did tteis confufed^ 
tnixtore of tagaboiids and thieves become tk remt4> . 
nary; of heroifrh ;atod grandentr \ By a wife docii* - 
ity, fo that even ktbgk. fometimes Co.bmittied to . 
the advice of tndWiduak^ witnofs Tulhi* Hof* 
tiHoSy w^ho dui-fl bot decide the caftc of Uoratius, , 
ba*t referred it to. the people :|;by an obferva«». 
t'toii of> the law fo ftri^, that Brutus condemni*- 
ed his two fons to die by the hands of the pub- . 
ire exiecoti oner, for. having liAeoed to th^ am:* . 
bitious propofah tih the Tarqoins, who were ~ 
tonfptriag to etift4Ve the citizen^) and .renmount . 
tbe Ihrdnc : by a frogiality. fo gre&t, that focb , 
ihten as Curius, Fabrj^ins^ Regulxis, jEtiiilius, 
Baulosy ai^d Mtttnmius, tb«fe great deliverers of 
the Roman people, were (^en to. feed» their ow^ 
cattlej to cuttivate their l^nds^and to.live with, 
but pomp and parade : . by . an excellent econemy, . 
fothat Atillos Regains, who comm^^nded a Ro- 
inah atmy iti Africa, demanded Ieav« of. the Sen- . 
H'te to go home and J^rovide for the: wao^te of hh 
fitoily, frohi whotn A da>* laborer had ftolen the 
Working tools iiM iti tuMvating his eftate of 

* ^dntaign de U'grandeur Romaiuc, lib. ii. chap. 24, , 
'- + Ciccr. Sp^tft. Ml'fftiAii. lib. vii. 5. Some copie.*-* 
read not ^uritis. but M. Oriius. See Sp?ixihelm iii *) c 
Cxfars, page i^i. 
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feven acres ; a rcqutGtioi} fp^ juft, '.that the Sen* 
. ate -engaged to buy tools^ to c^tlttvate hu land, 
and to fupport bla wife and chjUdren at the pub*- 
lie charge i* fo tar did tbcf, carry this virtoe^ 
that the elder Cato» feturpkfg from Spain to 
Italy^ fold his horfe to fave the, (;harge of freight, 
and ufiraUy, when he tvavene(J, carried bis own 
knapfack, which contaiiie4 .. all hi^ travelling ne- 
cclTarics : by. an ardent .{oine; far the, general 
goody fo that every, thing ,waji refcrved for the 
public : teviplesyt bath)) fo^d^t a^u^t^Mtia^ tri- 
»mpha! st^ches, all were, fppej^b, lyben the ■ natiom-* 
el glory was in view,- as!. all tl^ipgs for the ufe of 
individuals were plain : by .ap }^ivtr averfion to 
ufelefa braTcry, fo that they cofiSdered io^ a. light 
equally mean, the general,, wbo.expofed hts per- 
fon needlefsly, and him, who avoided danger^ I 

when the public good rendered i^. n^ceffary for 
him to expofe himfelf ;t by :a fcropuloos cau« 
tioD not to oHdert!*ke^ unpft wara ;, to guard 
Agaioft which, they had; a college at Kgroe, 
where it was coolly exaroined, whether an in- 
tended war were jnft or onjuft, before it was 
propofed to the fcoate and the people 4 *>y an 
unfuTtai^gntablc averfion to # every fpecie of 
^ military vnfrtJfl^, To - XH% vLyciua . M^rcius, (my 
brethren, how. ought this idea. of Pagan heroes 
to cover fame with confiifiony who. oftcntatioufly 
afftd to play the hero in the chriftian world I) 
Lucius Marcitts,! fay, having deceived Pcrfts, 
king of Macedonia, by giving hiia falfe hopes o£ 
peacct and having, cpnqueredhipi by this ftratv 
gem, was adjudged by the. fenaite. to have vio^ 
lated the Roman law?, and to have .fwerved from 
the ancient cuftoros, accondit^ to which it was a 
maxim to conquer by valor and not by fraud* 

. If, 

• Liv. Epitotn. lib. i«. Montagne de la parfimonic 
des an'ciens, lib. i. chap. 51. 

t Selluft dc bell. Catil ix. 

\ Coll. dcs feciaax. Dion. Halic. lib- ii. Antif. 
Rom. lib. i. 32. 



Mni Civil P6B^4* Hi^ 

If, having ihewn the caofe of the profpcrity 
qf doci>nt nations, wd were' to" inquire into thii 
rrafons of their decline ; were we to compare 
the Egyptians under their wife kings with the 
Egyptians In a time of anarchy, the Perfiaoa 
vidlorious undent Cyrus, with the Perliant ener- 
vated by the Tuxuriest of Afia, the Romans m 
tlherty undeir the Confuls, with the R'omans 
enflaved'by their Emperors, we fhovld find, that 
the decline of >ach of xhefe nations was owing 
to the prafticc of 'vices oppbfittf to tHr virtues 
which bad caufed its elevaition : we (hould bt 
•bilged to acknowledge, 'that vain glory, luxury^ 
voluptttoofoefs, difunioni envy, and boundtefs 
ambition, were the hateful nieans of fubvertfng. 
Aates, which, in the height of their profperity, 
expe£ke*d, and in all appearance ju(\ly expe^cd^. 
to endure to the end of tliM : we ihould-bis 
obliged to allow, that ibme* exoc^Tes, wfaieh, in^ 
certain circumflances^ bad contributed, to exair 
tht£t nations^ were, hi other cir€U|Bibcce% thf* 
means of, ruining them* 

Tfue, a iniilu'i iqu i impelled Csf^r to elevate th% 
RepubBoof Roti^e to a pitch as high as it is pofii« 
ble for ii^man '^randeut to attain* Armed for 
tbe defence of the Jlepobltc, be fought for tt^ 
though lef< for it than for bis own gl«iryt anddif- 
))2ayed, we grant'^ the Rpmais ragk in thclurtbeft 
parts of Afia, rendered Gaul tributary, fwelled 
the Rhine with German blood, fubdoed thp Brit«^ 
ons, ^nd made all the Adriajtic coafts refoundtbe 
fame of bii vi6tories. Bat. did not: the faree aro-^ 
bitiott impel hino to cxciKe . a /ciivil war to arni' 
Rome againft Rome, to cover th« Pharfalian fiel4 
with carnage ind foak the, ground wfth' Roman 
Mood, to porfoe the Mattered remaijis of Pompey'<t: 
army into the heart of Africa,, to giye a queen^ 
or rather a proflitute, the kingdom of Egypt, to 
reduce the-£r(l and mod free of all nations to a 
fiate of meanncfs s(nd Servility beneath the 'mod 

' ' - ^ • abjeft 
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%Vjc£kr of tDtnldod.? Fof,^ wy brethren^ vhzt 
verc tbefe Hboans after they bad loft their Tfber- 
ty, aodgiveik themfelves op to abfolute mailers r 
Tbefe, RomaiU) wl^> had givei> the univerie |aw « . 
tlheft Rpaai^ dtizexi3» evea the cneanefi- of t'hem, 
wbjO wo^l4 have ftbougbt tbemielres difgraced had 
tjbey mixedrtbtir bl^od with tbat &JP kin^s; tbele 
Romaiiii once (b Jealoua or^eir 1iberty3. have w^ 
iu>t feen tbcfc very peoplt un^er their eroperora 
fiibaik to TaiTalaflT^ To a» to, become a fcandal even 
tb /laves ^ jQfaii)i^tt8 ftauerersi 9ii.^»>t they; ere£| 
vltars t9 Claudtutft Caliguta^ . and Hero? /Did 
not Rqdi« hear one jc^t its citizens' addrefs this 
ttm^mgr tP the hit of thefe moaners ? <* tihoofc^ 
Cebc^ w^itplac^ you vill amop^'the immortal 
Ipods* Will yoo fway the (ceptre of '^optter, or 
^ovut the chariot of A^oIIo^ There is not a M 
dflityt w]K>will^JiQtyieio his empire to yoQy and. 
count it van fanQoer to re.%D ip your favor.f- 

' Bat'w ik neteffflry) to ^ote- an6teiit •hifl«iry, iq . 
^^of ef *wliat Hft have advanced, that is, t^at the 
fame vicesy which coDtrib«ite at firft to c^alt 4 . 
Kaiiorn ill tde end cauie its deciine and ruin ? 
Thtie li^AUAfioHvt in faroc ol whicb all tbkgf . 
f^m t^t^mifeifc general and. laftinfr pijpfpitrV^t 
I^ h^^an^dvi^ta^eouis fitua^ioei, a' Irojiful A|il|. 
a teifiper«tfr''clrifi»«tei an agreeable ftHlety^ «» 
^fy ttcc'els, tv iliatnai 'gciien^iity^ an ioimtttble 
indt^ttty, 'fd^cl^ {>efHetr^tjbn in council, heroictl : 
cbi\f^ge\n wafy. Incredible foecefs in trade,, foi^ 
p^Vihfr deift^rivy in- arts^ ' indiffintable r^t^atien . 
in fc^^iix^e^i '»\i amUblei toleration \a TftU^ooi 
fcvirHy bf^ndifdi ^ith-^WBCtnefs, Iw^etiiefa ^emperi ^ 

■ Ddek tif »S' vkiion pafs the' boi?odr ? ♦ At fit^ - 
It acqtri^e^ lidvasita^s tnorfe Wian nature t^ 
«H h^d'^ten ' tt. )The Voundleft ambsfi^ of 

f .This fermon w'as preached in 1700. 



^1 . • 

and Civil Polity. ' ir4^^ 

the monarch infjlires the fubjedls with a noble 
pride* Authority^ eftablKhed by defpotical pow* 
er, eAfiaves the judgments of all to the will of 
pne* A treacherous policy at fir ft ifnpofes on 
neighboring flatfs. - Troops, impelled by a raHi. 
Talorat£nft» furmo^unt all.obllacles. Toleration 
is baniftied, the prince takes the place of God^ 
himfelf, and exercifes his prerogative^ Violat- 
ing the faith of edi£ls, procures iome prefent ad« 
vantages* An infattable avidity adds fortrefs 
to fortrefsy .city to city, province to province, 
kingdom to kingdom* Bat where is divine prov* 
ideflMBc ? Wb«re is the truth of our text*. 
rigbteausiieis, exalieih a nation ? What pitch, 
of grandeur can veTigioh obtain for a people, 
which cannot be obtained by tfther means ? 

S^p* The objeAion made ta oar do£brine 
demonftrates the truth of it* The ambition oi 
the -monarch, commniiitated ^to hia fubjcStSf 
will there produce alt the fata^ effiet^s of ambi- 
tion* Dikpotical poweir,' l»4rich en^aved thd 
judginenta of all to the abfolttte wtlt of! one^ wiH 
caufethe judgments of all to redrft the wilfof 
onet That deceitful i^olicy^ which . took neigh* 
boring •'ftates by furpfise) wiH infpire th^m with 
diflroft' and precaution* Troops hurried on hf 
rtfcnefs win find out that tadinefr *if the h^h 
foad to defeat. Toleration difaltowbd will dtfi 
affe^ tbcf hearts of faithful fubj^^ts, and indoftry- 
will flee to fbreign cliines^ The violation of 
^i£ls will deftroy confidence ici all tftc public 
inftruments of government* An tnfatiable avidw. 
it;^ of tcnitotiiil acquifitlons, ofpolTcfling forts; . 
cities, provinces, and kingdoms without num* 
Iber, will require more attention and greater tiU 
penfe than any nation can farnlfKc A. ftate in 
this condition, will fmk under the weight of its 
own grandeur,' it will be attenuated - by. bein^ 
ejtpanded, and, if I may nfe fuch an exprefHon,. 
impovehflidi by ita abondat^e* Each paifion- 

put 
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fax in motion will g^v^e a {hock peqoliaY-to itfell^ 
and alj together yr^\ unite in 'one getierafl tlotr 
^taltp ttic cdi$ie,. which they- had crrcled. A>' 
prince, by becoo^'uig ani obje^ of the adttriration 
of the wofjc}) ncfcoraes at the fadie tin^e an ob- 
]€&, of jc.aloafy^ fufpicion^ and teVror.. Hente 
(^001^ ,civiL cornmouqni ind l^re^ti, wars* 
Repqe!^the forrDinj of feig^es, and/ dec|i-^on- 
certcd ptols. ^enCc morraJTity, ' fcarcUy, and 
famine^ Hence he airen a ftd earth - iir* cone trt 
again ft a fhi^c, th^t fcemcd to defy bojii earth 
sCnd heaven. *^Hcnqe. an eternal ejic^ifnt^e tp jof" 
ti.ry^^rovicle9ci jn all fiiitXrc ages j fmd tcderooh- 
fl^atc tp t^. mpft oS.ftihate the doltfifio oftlie 
te^t) Uiat ionly Vie^itude'clQ procure 'Atfaflanti^t 

sj^fy.-' '",:•;" ;■; •,. ■ . ■ • 

TBii^ ii»rtbff)lQ» ym hnjTie £t^f ieii|t|f e(jiaUi/h. 
td oar propii<;f> profo^iofii^i . jkf^- w« .i^B^ji ;^mQL 
\toa(i^g»itn«fH&>..^y #«<*.^»«.*^%ie iiiijgc^jeji % 
bfr^^iviig iBdtt'lrfiercJi^n^r.cf ^^p^ft s^^jtb^u ^ wl?<» 
iMfYh itirkcil tiie 4^l9lNle(l,fMlitr t(? i^^tH^it.* . Hi^ 
#iw o^.of^tf»4vi««f>^0nAi9)|^, yh^niiMif^K^ 
|ftrilv» tfiiBnIllt f rciff rv^ ^^19 (aUHcp^fridi^iPlb 
«id^wh«(irop|»o&t9 ^ti]^B|^<^9af^.i|^av( »« 
ifridoubti . wheKfb'ff /tfl/f4^6f J^ M^ ^i^Mrc 

^'iiraiia^vcdiipc^feailf 9fnF^l^f P^ thi^i»m 
Waund, He wkas »>gife»r plbilofc^er, ^b^ ko<?K ^X^ 
10 difilfigmfii'/tmiti f rQ|8 jr#}fc^ood,.i$Mr, |^c^ c«^}4 

<M> CQofc^iMftQf^i ; CHI) ^ht oijier iy^iv^ ^ w^f, 1^ 
gstofct |foplliftti> ai^iript j^UfJ^eywnf ,^0 :jc^{q(9^ 
t.rij%l>^ wiM) DU^febgiod, .t4 wjf^ priiii^ipli^y a^ x^i 

letrned'ftftd of hoepiaf t% hlyjiig pr9$'tf4 iPU^bif 
tke labofr p&«it^«i|-T a^^^'fn^fer i>>^H e?cft«^f? 9I 
bis »wn great ii^iirc^«' tfi^fiiuHh^i^ vi^V) )iS9<¥l^M^ 
»r affe&fpg to WMfitftrsnf, pf t^.Bvqft -P^H^^PPW 
fjwngfs, , •d»aotijjg5 9rg«8ienf% ^kJj^.iftMl i>e^^* 

: ■' * Mn'Bayle/ 
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^i^bpflfand' times refuted/ in{lrtaVtii%* bb'jcftroni 

i whictithei grei^tcll nbyic^' in^tbe fchools doHV nqt 

- liayc. mch^jbhed without Wiifh I ng. Oh the ohe 

, Jiandt attacking the ,gf eat<;ft mcti, ppeoinga wide 

■ fieli f*or i hem. to labor ip, leaidinjg them into dcr 

vious and' rugged pWtlis, andV if not' going beyond 

theipi giviujg; tliem.a worlH. of pains to, keep pace 

3ffvtb.bitxi.: bo the o'tjicir band, qtidtlpg the mean- 

, <{l gCiniiifcs, iJfierVng a pfofufibri or in^.cnfe' to 

thetD) bibt,ting His' wntin^d with, nafnes* that ba& 

5 never been pronounced by learned Ups. Oh tlie 

. ofMiband, free, a'tljpill'in appeanuice, iVbm every 

, difpbfitibn cohiiVWy to' ttitf fjpiirit^ df the gofp("j^ 

„ chafte in. bi^. 'ma hbe'rs, grave In hii xonverfa tion, 

tcii»f>*r'ate in bi$^ diet, 'anB.' -aiifterief in his ufual 

CPU/ fc o£ iifi ; pn the oiIict, ^rhptoyli^g . alt tbc 

'acuteqefs of his* geiiiiis to ojpjjbre good inblrat^ 

ind to attack chaftity, tnodefty, ''and: \aU xtfter 

chriflian virtues. .Soroctlnfcs a^ppealip^' to it 

Vribunal pf tlie * mpft rigid' orthodoxy^ deriving 

arguments from the pared iburces, and quoting 

. divines of the moll unfurpeSed'fouiidoefs ib tlie 

/faitb : at other times, travelling in the liigh 

^towi oir\itr^t\cBf revolving, the obje'flions of aii-' 

cient'LereSarch^i fbfgiiig tliem'new armori anil 

, UQitihg \n otic body tbc errors; of paft ages with 

. thoife of the, prcfttit time. O that this ro'aii, who 

'Was endowed' with^fb m'any' talents^ may liavb 

Kl>e<jn fqr^iyeh by Ood, for the bad .ule be tbade 

cf them t lilaf that 'jfefus, whoni he' fb cffteli 

. at UcJked , li aye expiated liis crimesr ! B'u t, t hougli 

ctiarity .i^nftriaias'us 'tp libp^^aiui. wi(h for his 

jalvajtion* the' honor of pur Koly rsligioii oltlig^s 

us bpblipjy^tb d^flar^ tba(t he -abnied' his* owln 

liTii^TAwidiii^y to prbteft. before heaven aii^'e^rtfa 

-that we 4ifpvfi him as a memt>er' of^our refoffmeid 

churches, abd'^tfaat ^wp (hall always cohCder'a 

]>arto{^.b!s 'tvritiqgsas a fcandal to good' meoi 

^D^ as a p^ft'of tbe «burch,> 

<4Y'« jctiirh to our^pn^jpheta XeVus einploy'h 
* '^ few 
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"few mooicnts in ' reflect ing on the truths, we ba^^ 
lieard. Thanks be toGcid) my brethren, we have 
t)etter mean^ of Icnowi^g the rigbttousness that 
'. exalts a nation^ and more motives to pra^ife it, 
than all the nations^ of >^f)6fe glory wie have been 
Jiearing^r They had only a fupeir£cialy debafed, 
confufed knowledge of the virtues, which conflU 
' tut e Cub (lantial grandeur: an^, as theyhefder* 
^ Tors in religion, tbty mud necelOTarity have erred 
in civil polity. ' Gody-gldrybe'tohisiiame ! hath 
.•«-j)laced*at the head of oor councils the inoft petfe^ 
legiilator, that ever ^eld the reins of government 
vin the world. Thislegiflator is'JeTbsTEiirift. Hrs 
i^kingdom^ indeed, .is not qf this toorid, but tbd 
jrules he has given us to arrive at that, are proper 
'to render us hapoy In the prefent ftate. >Whea 
-lie fays,*5f^A y& first the kingdom bfGod^ and bis 
vrrighteousnesSf and ail otber tbings shall be added 
'tojou^ Matt. vi. 33. he gives the command, and 
mikesthe promUe to- whole nations: as vi^tl as to 
^ nndivlduiils. 

Who ever xarried* To f ar as this divine legHlator 
'•^ ideas of the virtues, of which we have been treat- 
«ing in feveral parts of this difcourfe," and by 
:.pradliling wljich nations are exalted- P Who 
ever formed fuchjuft notions of tliat benevolence, 
'that love of foclal good, that gene rbfity to cne- 
iniesi that * contempt "oT life, tbar wifdmn, that 
veneration tor noble exploits, that dociKty anfl. 
frugality, that devotednefs to public -ufe, that 
diflance from falfe glory, that magnantmity, and 
all the other virtues, which reiidefr. antiquity ven- 
erable to us ? ' Who ever gafve fuch wile in(lruc« 
'tions to kings and fubje<^s,' magifVrates and peo- 
ple, lawyers arid mefchants, foldiers '^tid'ftatef- 
jmen, the world and 'the chiirtfh ? . We* knotr 
thefe virtues better thiil any other i>eople in the 
Vbrld. "We are able to iarry our glory far bc- 
*yond ' Egyptfaris and.Perfians, Aflyfians ani 
.*}JMcdcs, Lac<?dc«onians,' Atheniabs, and Ri^ 
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mans ;,^if not that fort ofgloryi which glares 
.abd dazzic&, ^ at Itaff that, WhKch^' makes nranquil 
and happy,' ?*iid protQres:a^eHcity- far more agree- 
able than' alt' the pa^^eatitry df heroifm and world- 
ly* fplendor. 

/ Chriftians, lejt qot thcfe be mere fpcculatipns 
. to us. l^et us endeavor to reduce them to prac- 
tice. STeVef let u^iuffer our political principles 
* to clafh witl) the •printiples of our religion. Far 
" trom us, and far fr^^m us for ever,, be the abomin- 
; able maxims of that pernicious Florentine,* who 
' 'gave ftatcfmen fiich fatal lefTons as thcfe: :A 
prince, who would maincatnhts digmty, ought to 
learn not to be virtuous, when affairs of (t ate re- 
quire Uiita to pra£iU^ Vice ;' he ought to be frugal 
With bis own prtirate =fo^tiii«ie, . and liberal with 
• '^ pbbfli?. money ; hs^ught never tokecp'his w^rd 
to' his oiVBdifad vantage ;. he ought not fo much 
id afpiref at vrrtiic as'at the femblance of it ; he 
ought to be' apparently merciful, faithful, fiqcere 
' ind religious, but really the d^iredt Oppoiire ; that 
he canqot poffibly pra<Strfe -w6at are aecounted 
Virtues in t3tliermcn,< bec^dfe lUeCeflity of ffate 
',Wfll often bbllYge'hihi' to'rfAH:ontrary to charity, 
huflianity ahd-'Wligion-; he ought to y^ield to the 
vafibus'chtfnge's pf foriufte*, to do right as often 
as he ckn,"birt not to-fcruple doing wtong w))en 
iieed'YeqUirts^^ITay againy far^ from us be thefc 
abominable rnaxrms i Let us obey the precepts 
of Jefui Cfirift, and by fo doing let us draw down 
bleffings ' on this natron ' more pure and pei«fe6l 
than tbofe whkh we now enjoy, • ^ . 

The blei&ngs we now enjoy, ahd which provi- 
dence bedowed on tis fo abuntfantly a few days 
sgOtt Hiould ii)fpire us with iafting gitatitode ; 
however, roy brethren^, they are not, they, ought 
oot to be, the full accompliQiment. of our Wilhes. 
. .. •. . W' . . •. Such 

^ Machiavel.'Princ.^v: xvi. xvii. ' * 
. f At the battle of Rl^tnilles, May 23i 1706;- 
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fiodi laurels at we afpire atf ^^ sot gathered a 
£elds of battle. Tke.patb to* that etnioence, to 
^htcli we trarel> h not>coiRered'«KiUi Hainan gore# 
^he acclamations we love^ are tnot escited hf 
^arsy and rumors of wars, the clangor of armai 
and the fhoutings of arned men* , 

Were car pleafiire,; though sot of 4lie poteft 
toTty .perfe^ in 4ts.own kind) we fiioold experience 
41 rife in happinefs.1 J^ot^can weenjoy our viGto^ 
r*es^ witboitt moorning iorrthe miferies whicli 
procured them 1 K^ur tpiomphs indeed abafe and 
x:onfottnd our <eiieinieS| and mak^ them lick the 
^uft; yet ttiefe very triumphs prefent on&dai^k 
iide to OS* Witnefs the many wounds, which i, 
^iould mt^ce a point of not opening, wetv it^ot 
a relief to monroei^ to bear of their fufferkigs ; 
were it not eq|iittable to declare to thofe, (Whofe 
ibrrowa have |>rocured our jay^ that' we fenkem- 
ber :tbero, that we are concerned for theiny that 
we iympathiae with themi .that we are not fo tak* 
en up with public joy aa 4o fpj^et private Woe* 
Witnefs, I fay, fo many dcfolate •houfes among^ 
tiSto WttneCilhis mourning in which fo many of 
41$ appear to-day* Witnefs tfaefe ^e^ionate Jo> 
fephs, who -lament the :4eath of tbeH- parenta. 
Witnefs th'ele Marys and Marthas, weeping at 
the tomb of Lacams* Witnefs thefe diftreffed 
Davids, who weep as they gOf ' and exclaim, O 
Absalom^ .tny^onJ 4r^ son Absalom I v>ould God 
I bad Mid for t bee. t Absalom^ tny son^ my 
soni 2 Sara* xviii. 33* Witnefs tbefej^ackels^ 
who make Haroa echo with their <:ries, refusing- 
to be Komfortedy .ietaufit tbcir children are nor, 
Jer* stxxi. IS*/ 

. My 4ear brethren,' on whom the hand of ^od 
is heavy, ye forrowful Naomts, ye melaoclioly 
MaraSi vfitb whom the Almighty bath dealt, verj 
bitterly^ Ruth u 20» we Aare your griefs, we 
mix our tears with yoursy we feci all tbe blows 

thot 
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that ftrikc yop. O fatal tiftory !* O^Uoodygto^ 
ry t you art not fi'uits of rigkteousWeUi 

Chrtfti^o^y if our jby be mixed,^ it it b'ecaofir 
ouv rigHteousntss W mixed. Eet os not fearch* 
fot ottr misfortanes in any other caufe. Let U9 
dO) ^hen any thing is wanting to romplete our 
joy,' what the ancient people of God didy wbeifv 
ever they were conquered; The oon£fregati6it 
mii aff^mbled, the ephod was pot on, the oral:)e 
was confuUed, inquifitton war made fVom ttibe 
ta tribe, from family to family, from botffe to 
h6ufr, from perfon ta perfon, who it was^ wWcfer 
&ti h^d caufed the Ibfs of the vi^bryv or the lofs 
of a regiment, and when hie way difcovered he 
W3fs put tO' ^<*ath. Joihua, after he had met witli 
A repnife before Ai| and h^d loft thfrty-fix mt n>. 
rent bis garments, and lay on his face upon the 
earth before the ark of the Lordi In like man- 
ner, let ufl, my brethren^ at the remembrance of 
idfei^ed coantries^ fields of battle covered with 
carcafts, riv^fv ofl>lood dying ^he foil, coofufed 
heaps of d^ad and dying fellow-creatures, nellir 
glbbei of fire flying in the air, let as exa^ihe 
•uffelves. Happy, if, as in the cafe jntl now 
mention^, only one criminal couldr be fouiuL 
imong many thottfands of innocent perfons ! 
Alas I we are obliged, on the contrary, to lament, 
that there is hard^ one' innocent among thou« 
fands of the guilty*. ^ 

Where is the Achan, who imbitters the glorU 
ons and immortal vi^ories, which God grants to 
Ifrael ? What tribe, what family, what hoofe, 
Ihall be. taken? Is it thb magiftrate? Is it the 
people ? Is it the paftor ? Is it the flock ? Is 
it the merchant ? Is it the foldier \ Ah 1 my 
brethren \ do yon not hear the oracle of the Lord 
anfwering from the terrible tribunal ercAed ia 
your own coofciepces I It is the magiflrate ; it 
ti tht people ; it is the paftor ; it is the flock ; ift^ 
<f the merchant ; it is the fofdier* . 

It 
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It' li'ihzx^mag istratCf .yth<Xf, being xequi red. to . 
harve ^Ivt^y^. I>efdre bis eyes that Qody py ^iotn 
kings reigrif and that thrdiie,.befoj:q ,whicb the 
greatcfti rnpn'atchs of the w^rla mu (lie judged, i« 
d»3S9le4 trU^ his: own gx^n^eui:^:gpye.rned.:by a 
worytly pbltcyf .anrd hath, more at hear.^ tV enforce. 
th6.ab%fv4iH>i} of bis ofwo 'capiricioiia.iDtrder?,$h?a 
thofo fuUs of -eternal reAuu<ie| <ii«ibicbr£ec.u^^ *h^/ 
fafetytand hap^pinefs.of a nation. • ' 

it -If jtha^t peopUy who,, -inflcad % of., confideripg ' 
the felicity ^of that nation ivkose.Gdd isib(^iLi>rd^ 
are att^mptiog^ toi be happ^^ ind^pejijdent^^ .o!f God i , 
chtfofiog-rajtfher tp: Cacrificc ,to Mine! cbao^r^ ib?*^ 
to him w.hoi i» the huppy Gedy and wjio.^iont; ^M^v ' 

penfes pc(>f|Bereus:au(^ adverse cb;cumtiapcei« .' '\, { 

It is Kh^K iit\ini St fr^ wboj iufteai ofconfipipg^.* 
bis attention to the difcbar^^^ of^aU the.duties of ^ 
bh office, performs only fuch- par,ts as acquire him . . 
a popular reputations $iegleding.pnv^vc^ duticiSt. 
fucb as friendly fand affedipq^itc^ remouftca^fipe?^^ 
paternal ad viee» , private ci^rii ie^^ f<?C!^^'^ .y liTt?^ ^ 
vEhich :cbara£teTize the truej^gsmiAersof. ll^..goT« , 

p^* \ : - ^ : •••■ ; . ---': " ,.,.'[ .-., -' 

* Itia that CQ^gregati(m% .whi«b,- ipfteai jof , rc-*^ 
garding the -word di1*p«bfcd.by» »«'|t*-tbc ;WtJrd^«ilr 
Gcd^ licentiopfly tur&SfaU publ^ mipiftrsltipiia'^ 
i ntoiridiccile, and onderf r«ju©ncc pfi^jngeniiltj^ a^d . 
freedom of thought, encourage^s, jn64^l4jty 'and ir-.; 
religion ; or, at beft, inwgfnefe't4)»jt.;rcJJgipn;-€on. 
fffls ittore ill bearing and k'f]o.v^ing thttn'm pfa^io^ . 
and obedience. • . .' ' r ' 

It is that soldier^ who, ithough be is always 
at war wit'h death, marihing tbrough/ fire and 1 

flames, bearing nothing but tbe fou:n45>jf warlike 
iftftrumentVt:ryinjaFrto him ^iiht* loikd'and dread*., 
ful vdice, Tettifember, yau;musp'4ic-i :yex. framesj 
a'roofaliiy of his awity atfd: tmag?|iPSi ^bat h'n 
pii^feflHlt^ fb^ proper inrqt£rtf.' to rip^l'tne^ifii to^ 

obey the maxims<of:thetg0fpel,jfe(vea jtP.fr^c fa^n?. 
from all obligation to obedience. 

Ah! . 
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Ah ! this it isj which ob&orcs our brigbteft? 
triompbi ; this ilains our Iturdt with blood ; tbis> 
excites lamcntationsy and nixes tbtm with our^ 
foDgf of praife. Let as fcattef -tbefe dark, clouds* . 
Let as porify oar righteoafnefs in order to porify^ 
oar bappinefs.: Let religion be ther bridlC} the 
rol^ ibt foal of all oar cpoocUs ; and fo inajr it: 
procure us oaaltetable peace^ and unmixed pleaf-- 
nre ! or rather, as there is no facb pleafure on« 
earth, as tinpeffe^ion is; a <bara£ler ei&ntial ia 
human afiairs^ letns eleVate oor hearts and minds. 
to nobler objfdsi let as figfa after haj^ier peri^ds^, 
and let eaeb of as feek true glory in the enjojr* 
nentofGod. God grant -at this grace!: T^« 
him be honor and glorjr for ever^ . Amen» 
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r ' PftOTERBS xvi«. 33. ., ,.. _ _ 

*^ 
t • ' * . . 

ITe ^4^1 ruhth his spirit* is belter than He that 
I . . : . . taketb,a cttj., ... , 

'1 Vr £Rfi W to jodgc of ibVfe Woitls by the 
"firft i ro pre flions they mirke on tT^e Avind^^ «v4'iboald 
place them among fuch hyperboliciA'propofirions 
as ioiaginatioi^ fornix to color aiid e«oe«d trotb* 
The mind on fonoe occafions. is fo ftruck as to 
magnify the obje^ in conteiDplation. The more 
fuicepcible people are of lively impremona, the 
more fubjeft they are to declamation and hyper- 
bole. We fiod thtfe maxims fomctimes'neceirary ' 
in explaining the facred tftrthors. Were we to ad-- 
here fcruputoufly to their words, we (Iiould ofce& 
raiftake their meaning, and extend their thoughts' 
beyond due bounds* The people of the eaft fei« 
dom exprefs themfelves with preciHon* A cloud 
intercepting a few rays of light is the sun dark^^ 
ened : A meteor io theair is the powers of the 
heavens shaken : Jonah in the'belly of the h(h is ^ 
a man down at the bottom of the mountains: 
Thunder is the voice of Jehovah^ powerful and 
full of majesty^ dividing fames offire^ bi%iking 
cedars of Lebanon^ making Syrians skip, ati 
stripping forests bare : A fwarm ofinfedls is a 
nation set in battle array^ marching' every one on 
his ways, not breaking their ranks, besieging a 
city^ having the teeth of a lion, and the cheek, 
teeth of a great lion, Joel u 6. and ii. 7/9» 

If we be ever authorized to foWe a difficult 

text) by examining the licenfe of hyperbolical 

ftyle : if ever it be necefTary to reduce hyperbole 

to precifioD^ is it, not f^ now in explaining the 

i text 
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.text before us ? 'He that- ruUth bh spirit^- ts 

better than he ibat takeib a cit^» Wh at jdftnfc'fe 

can there be' in comparing a tnan,- who byr^fl^c- 

xioxi cprre£ts his pamons) with an hero, -vho, in 

virtue of c,Qpcer\ed plafns, great fatigue^^'fpenditig 

days and' nights on riorfeback, furtiiounl1t)g drfil- 

culties, enduring heats and colds, "braT^ng a' va* 

'riety Qf dangers,^ ^tlatl ^rrWc«, by tharcbi«)g 

[through a (ho we r of (hot darkening the air,' to cut 

'tjiroqgh a rqixadrdn, to fcafe a wall, and to helfl 

^his fliig in a coViqoered 'ci^y ^ ■ 

But hbweyerjdft. this cbtiiriicntarynaay' appear, 
ypu will make iib^ufe oCit.hcrc, nrilcft yoa plate 
' chriftianity in the exercife of* eafy virtue?^ ' aild 
' a f ter the example 6f itiift ^m^n, accommodate rfe- 
ligion. to your paflibns ir(tead.of refoVmingyOtir 
.paffions .by .religion*' E'n'deaVir to forra'prinf^. 
.'pies,, refill fa(hion and tuRom', eradicate pirejudk^, 
' t undertake the cbnque'ft of ycfiirftlf, carry' fire arid 
.*fwprd into the rodft fenlible part of your fciriii, 
enter the lifts with ybur dariii^^fin,- morti/yjbnr 
mernbers nvbjcb are upon eartb^' rife 'above fit(h 
and blood, nature, afid ^If Ibve, and, to fay all 
. ^h 01)6 word, endeavor to rule, 'yviir spirtl ; and 
,yqu will -.fini)*, that Solomon hath rigoroufly» ob« 
vfj^rved t)ie laws of p/eci(ion, that he hath fpoken 
* !th.e language of logic and, not of' oratory, tnd 
' that there. is not a (haddw of hyperbele or exag- 
geration itx this proposition,. Hi'tbhtt ruletb his 
4piyitf is better than be tbat tdketh a city* 

But to what period (halt we refer the explica- 
tion or tlie text ? We* ^ill make ' meditation 
fjupply the pUce of experiehcfc, and we will eftab* 
lilh a truth, which the greateft Jja'rt of yo6 ^i^ve 
pot jcxperiencedf ^nd which 'perl^apa you ni^ver 
will experience,; This Is the defign of • thiaf dif. 
cpurfe. Our fubiefl is true hcroifm^ tbe real 
hero. 
'^ . I eptex into the hiattfer. The yfor^ btrolsfn.it 
'ioirowed of tlie hiithens. Tticy cailed thdfe 
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nea bcroett whom a refnaioder of vaoietiy and f\ 
religion prevented their putting into the number j 
of their gods, but who for the glory of their ex- 'i 
ploitf wer« too great to be enrolled among mere J 
men* Let os purify thiB idea. The m9n,.of | 
whonv Solomon fpeaks, he who ruUth Jfis spirit^. l 
ought not to be confounded with the reft of 
mankind ;, he is a man transformed by grace, 
one, whO|.toafe the language of fcripture, is a< 
partaken of tie. di%ine. nature. We are going 
to fpeak of this man,, and. we will firft defcribe 
htm, and next fet &rth his> magnanimity^ or^. to 
keep to the te3&t, we will firfi explain what it is 
Xortde the spirit f nnd^ fecondlfi we willprove^ 
that he J that ruiethhis tpirii^ ii. hisiter tiim hie^ 
that teketh a city. If we proceed further, J t will 
only be to add a few reflexions tcadin^ to con», 
vin^ yoD, that yon are all called to heroifm ;. 
J that thene is no middle way in religion ;, that 
you muR. of neceffity, either bear the (baoe and 
infancy of being mean and daftardly fouls, or be- 
. crowned with the glory, of heroes. 

1. Let OS firll explain the worda of the. text,. 
,to ride the fpiritm Few. words^ are more equivo-- 
. cal in.the lacred langusge than this which our. 
, interpreters have rendered spirit* It is put \n 
' different places for the thoughts of the iafW, 
the pa0ions of the heart^Xht emotions t>f"tf«ffje|. 
phantoms of tmaginatioHf and illufions of cmcu-^ 
piscence*.^ We will not trouble yon with gram* 
matical didertations.. In pur idiom, to rule, the 
spirity (and this is precifely the idea of Solo^ 
mou) to rule the spirit h never to fuffer ones* 
fjclf to be prejudiced by falfe ideas, always- to fee 
, things in their true ppint of viow«; to- ivgolate 
; our hatred and our love, our defires and^oor inac- 
tivity, exaftly according to the knowledge we 
liave obtained after mature deliberatibn,that pb^ 
je^s are worthy of our efteem, or deferve. otir 
averHon, that they are worth obtainlngi or prtqp* 
4gf. Jg be ncglefted. ' But^ 
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^ ^atj^as thi'a mannet ot:fpeuking^^i& ruh phdi.i 
4;/^i(y/V, fuppofes exercife, pains^ labors, and refin- 
ance^') we pug^ht not to confine qurfel'^es to the 
g^neraKidea which we have given. We confidcr 
mart ill three bointai of light ; in regard to-.bi* • 
nattrVal* diff omii^ns ; in regard to the' ofaeje^s- 
fbiat-fuirbtin'a hjro^ 'and In t^gard ttf the habits 
wliicih/^tf^hiith cohtVafted. ^ ■ :! • ,» . 

"'!'. Con'ftdtr xBe nutural dispositions of mail«- • 
Man, as fbon-as tie is in the w^rld, findk hitii- . 
felf the ilaye oF' hfs heart, inftead of bein^g i»af»- . 
teV of it. I hiean, ilhatinA^ad of a natural facile • 
it)' to admit only what ift- true, and tor losnsibBl}^ r 
wfaat is'iniiable^, bb feejsVl khow^ not whstV'fi^* 
tetior pdwer^ • wHieh difpofcr4 him' to truth' and 1 
virtue, an.d cbneiTiate^" Mm to^'Vlcer aud-^^lpv.; 

hiddV . ^ ' .' ' ' '-^ ' 

' I ain ttt g6ing to agitata the ^faniDus qfueftloiii' 
of free-will, nor to enter the lids vrtth thofe* i 
ym& are noted in the church for the lieTefyfbf 
denjrlng' the' dbftfin^ of humah depravity, ytaoro 
■Will f repeat srt! the • afgumerfts, ' good kmi bn4i*3 
Ti^ich ai?e alledged igaiiift It.: ' If thcr« b^ avfub»: 
je^y^'ib which we ought tbhaveiio iitSpHcU £aitfh^r* 
either ib thofe who deny, or iotfbofe Who z&rih ;: 
if there 1ie'i( fubjcii, in the 'dlfeuffion »f ir4jich,^ 
they . who embrace the fide' of* e^rbr advaric©^ 
truth, ind \hey 'wh'o ^'mbrifce fhft^fide of trwth )^i« ■ 
vjince falfehoods, tliis is certainly thfe fubje©;*. 
But; wbVill not litigate this dodirinc. We will: 
alfedge here only one 'pfoof of our ifiitiitat'de*^ 
pravity, that ftiall be' tilken from e3<periente,i 
a\id, for evidence of this fatat truth, we refer 
eath of you to his own feelings. 

.I^^virtue Wbe pradtifed ? Who does not fcef^j 
as.fooi^ as he' is cdpabte of obferving, an^inward' 
power of rcfiftance ?* . By virtue, here I UBdcr- 
Itand ,an univerfal difpofitiob of in jnteUigent 
(bul to devpte itfelf to ordcri and to regelate Hi' 
fiondud as dfdet requires^ Qrdrr demands, ^ti^aiv 

. whca 
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when I fufer, I flioold fubmit^ Itiyfclf to tbe 
mighty h«od of God, which afitdl me.- WbcA J 

I «m in profperity, order require* me to acknowU 
edge tbe bounty of my henefaftor. £f I poffc&. 
talentr fuperior to tfaofe 0f wy neigbtor, ordci^ 
reqiiiret me- to ufe them for the giory of him 
fr»nr whom I^ reeetved them*- If- I am obUgedi 
to acknowledge, that my . neighbor' hath a. rwber 
endowment thanl^ order re<|i} ires me to acqniefce 
with fubmiffioR, ai|d t» Acknowledge with ho* 
miKty this difiSrrence of endowment ; fliooId I 
resole With iofotence, or difpnte throngfa jeahNif|t 
or feIf<^ove, I ftould a6l di (orderly* 

What 1 affirm of virtue} that' it is a general ' 
dHpolrtioni that I affirm alfo in regard to an . in* 
d»(polItToii to lirir Td^void ¥t^ is to de^^ 
alike from every thing cohtrary to order, from 
flanderi^nd angei^ firom^ indolence and viriuptn^ 
oitfnefs, and' fo on. 

. He, who forms fuch ideaa of the obligation*^ 
Qifmeo, will have too many reafons- to acknowl- 
edge; by his own inward feelingi and experience^ 
that wc bring into the world withns p.ropenfities 
hoftile and fatal to fuch; obligations* Some of ' 
thefe are in the body ;. others in t|ie mind*. 

. S<»oe are in the ttufy^ Who Sa tberer-tbai 
find»ifl bis^fenfeay. that fupplenelk- and readinefa 
of compliance with a volition, which is itfelf di* 
reded by Jaws of order ?. Who does not feel- 
hiscoQlVitution rebel' againft virtue ?. f am noC, 
rpea king now of fuchmen as, brutally give t6en»-~ 
fplves op to. their fenfes, who confuH. no otbcp; 
la#8 than the revolutions of theirs own miiKlr, 
afid who,, having abandoned for many years the 
government of their fouls to the humors of their 
bodies, have loft all dominion over their .(enfes. 
I fpeak of fuch as have tbe moft fincere defire to 
hear and obey tbe laws of order. How often 
does a tender and charitable foul find in a body^, 
fiibjed to violence and anger, obllacles agaiofr 
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tthe txerctfe of itsxbartiy and undernefs? How 

often doe* a foul, . penetrated with refpe^ for the 

4a ws of ptirityt^End in a .body, rebelUous againft 

this irtrtne) terrible obftacles, to which it is in a 

tttnaer •'Cpnft rained 4Q^4eld .? . 

. Dilbrdcris ootoifly in the body 4 the Hr0t</ is 

'in the Oiiiie condition. Confult yourrelves m 

'4^ard to *fuch virtues, and vices as are, fo to 

<peak, altogether ipisitua], and have no relation, 

or a ^vei^ <diftan^<one, to natter, and yoo will 

i£iidiyoo brought into the world an indifpolitton 

'to*fiMne of thefis yirtoes, apd an inclination to .the 

«4i|ppofit« vices. For example^ avarice is one. of 

tthefe ffnritual vices, h,aving only .a very diflant 

Hpelation to maittes* J. do not •mean, that avarice 

does not inctine w toward fenfible obje^s, I on* 

ly fay, thai it 4s paffion lef^ feated in. the -materi- 

ft] than in rthe *%iritiia1 ^pftrt of man.; it rifes 

•rather ont of rededtons of th^ mind than ont of 

•inotionsof the body* Tct bow many people ,are 

^^orn forcltd:^ .people always inclined to amafs 

«ioney, and«t^ whom :tbe bare thoogfat of giv« 

ing^, or parting with .ftny thing, .gives. .pain 4 peo* 

pie who proves by the very, manner in which they 

exerctfe the Uws of ^generofiby, that .they are 

rftfittipally todtned to -violate them -; people who 

-never giv« esceptiby .condraint, who tear away, 

a»it were, what ^bey bellow on the neceffities 

H>f the poor '4 and who nev^r cot off thofe dear 

Smarts- of themfe(ves without (.aking the mod af- 
ift^ionate leave of them I Envy and jeatoufy 
are difpofitioot of the kind, which we call -fptrit* 
Ha). They have their feat in the foul* There 
are many perfoos, who acknowledge the injuftice 
and bafenefs of -thefe vices, and who hate them, 
and who neverthelefs are not foUcient mailers 
of themfelves to prevent the dominion of theniy 
at leafl to prevent a repetition of them, and not 

' tofind? fbcnetimes their . oK[n mifery in . the prof- 

^ferhy of other perfoos* , 

Ai - 
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^' As ^e feel inovr confttttitian ob(Uek«: to vav 

' tue, and prapenGttet lo vicc^fo.wc.per^ive alfo 

' inclinationis to errois and .ob(lacIe« ,to trujh. 

Tbcfe things areclofely coatie^led. ^ for if we 

find within us natural obflacles to.-virtoe^ wc fy^df 

for that veiy reafoO) natttral ob&acles to: truth 4 

and if we be born with propenfitie^.tO vic^y. .Mp« 

are born on that very accoant; .pronei to. error. 

Strldly fpeakihg, aU ideas pf vice inny, be refer- 

ted t6 one, that it to. error. .Every, vice^.-evfi^ 

' irregular 'paiHon- openly or tacitly im plies a: falfe- 

hood. Every vice, every .irregular, pa^on. tOr 

* eludes this error, tiiat a man, .whogcati^e^ bis 

paflion, is ' happier than he,/Who. r^rains and 

^moderates tt* How, e^rery jaaat qodgxng > ia ^i« 

' tnsmneV, whether he do fo* openly or covertly, 

takes the fide of error* If.'we^btf then OAtur^Uy 

ihcltned to rdme'vices^ weace tiaiturally ioclined 

'to <fo me ^errors, I mdan, to adoDit that. fal£t prin« 

«cip1e, on ^hich the irifegular paf&on. efiabliCbeth 

Ttbe vfe« it would commit, thedeCireof gratifica* 

tion. An impaffionate .man. istnot. .fcee to dif« 

ce rn truth fro m *f alfefaood,' at : . leaA, .he caoiiQt 

without extreme coaftraint' difoern ibe ooei^oio 

the' other* H^ is intllhcdvtoifisc.'bis^mind.. on 

iyb!itever favjors his pafilion, ^changns i.t8:.ni^ti»re, 

and difguifes vice in the liabit oC .^virtue.; and, 

to fay' all in'onb word," hti is iinpetled.to £x his 

mind on whatever makes truth appeat falfe» and 

falfehood true. ' " ^ . .:.... . 

/ I con d ude, the el ifpolixii^o of rrniiqdi :aS. > w^icfi 

•Solomon fpeaks, and which ihe. defcribiis. by .rvi- 

iti^ tbe spirif^ fuppofeslabotjxoriftraint, and ;e»- 

ercife. A man, wbo would a ttpiire this noble 

difpofition of mind, a man, who \vould rule^bis 

spirity muft, in fomef fort, re«create lumfelf ^ he 

finds himfelf at bncd, if I maybe allowed tOifay 

•fo, at war with* natiir<j7' his bodytmilV- be form^ 

ed anew ;:'his hum^Ors^ and his .fpiriis .ittoft be 

turned into another clMiniiel ; - violeDee.'rouft be 

ilonc to all the powers of hxi foul. ' L 
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8* Raving cooiidered man in regard to bis 

gfkfi.xo HHrrQun^ing c^ee^s^^ S^^r^ yon will ob.* 
•%%im% (eoQiid^xperuioQ ^f SojiosipaVi woxds, Bp.^ 

dikfilof /cvideiM»8 ipf tii^t ^yerciris, labor, fm(| 
cojiftrjiint, vbich tfqe lieroifio tqp.po({ps« Socrety: 
i« c^mp^ftd^^f-ilsani^ fnc^Biiesi wlio feem to be 
tiiuii|[^ fains tQ JDcrepire tl^ofe 4iffi.^ultie», wbich 
mir fuitorai difgpTiiiQlis j^fipppfc agaioipi truth a^j 
^rtoe4^- • t- . .^.••• 

• ..JSjUnine t^ ivremb^es of . .this , fojciet)r ainong 
vto» (Iv6 'are appoifflied (o ; Uye, c^ufiiU.. their 
Ueas,. bear their copvprfo^ipfl, yttxgh their rea- 
Ibnings, and you will^nd almoll every wherct 
fj^fc. jodgOKnts, eRratrS;0Hft^S9 '^ndpfc^udices s 
prtfttdiceaof bfrxh^'ta^Q from :eur^ ^ref^ts> ,tbe 
BonVs whtffjichki.a^.thc people ;»w) nrade tb(; 
liahitsy in irhi0b ve.wcr^rWSiapp^ll'jo our cra4les < 
-prejmnce't of tducatipHH tai&en ineta thejnailcr^s^ 
M'wbom tbCicarfs.of our e^ieft daysvas com- 
niiitacdf ifrotir foiyQ falfe ideaS|, vrfaicb they fa^ad 
jailirilieAifi tbttr'jTQ^tbs apd fro/n pther ill^fions 
^htc^ tlicy h^. treated tbenl^reUes;: pr^udicea 
^countryt tafc^ tttm tb« genius of the p^c^ic 
•flwtog.wbpih we ha,»c . iwd, apd,.fo ,tp fpcak, 
hotel tbe-inery s^r ^^ .hzyp {[^reat)ifd : prrj^dicea 
pf #^n^o0, utftetifrim. ovr ^^echyU, iicqm^Jth^ 
dlTiqes we have goi|(v).ted» J^om tbe^aflbors, faj 
aviuw.we haveJbeenj dtjrejledy frpos; th^.|e€t wc 
lfave<mliraciBd^. prejui4it;es tt)t ^^ienjoUbipi ,^en 
-bpm tke QOftne^ioos^wc ba?e |iad> a^d tl^e com^ 
I^Bi^r we: bav«')tep&2 -pr^jpiidicci ^f trade ^i:^ proi* 
feffiooi takeo^Sronn i^^e /QieLcb^nical arts. ve[ hav^ 
followed, ortha i(b(Nf4^ £;ic^nc^.8- W^ iiaV^, (iudy 
wd- s ,pre^»dwa (^ f»t%^mt takca from th}t c^nj. 
itimia 0t life in wtlk^ we baj^e^eeoi either among 
ftbe fici^te Off the poor. .iTlji? is. pnly.ji "fmjjjl 
ftttft.ef:ihe eaqaiaiA>F whicb error ia conveyed tp 
«i* .>Wi«itii^(Ul;|rim.ttr[ aj^as^a si[ake| wbatjp'aina 



.■ ■ I 

;^t . Christian Heroism. 

lAuff he take wltb hirafelfi to preferve bimM 1 

iftoxsx conttgioi), to .|Mld his fooltr^perpetuallf-Nl \ 

. .€f Qilibrtum, tOvkeep ftll the £^c$ of error fimri I 

and ioceCTantly to mftintaln, .amidfl fo" manf i 

jprcjodices, that - freedom i&f j««gnietit, wbfdi j 

weighs argumeilt againft. objeilton) obje^kum 
.agaiQft argament^ /whUh deHberatety examtntt 
Jill that can be advan«ed in favor df a prdpofi* 
' iion, and aH that can. ^be^ fatd agaittft^it, whtob 
. coo&ders an objcfi in every point of view, ani 
which maket osrldetermkic only as we' arecoii- 
« ilrained by^the/ irrefifltble authontf, and by tbe 
,foft violence of trutb> deroonftratiop, and evi* 
, dence ' ? 

Ki the oMn, whofiHTOtttfd 4S8, 'iafetitate^is by 

their errort,- Co they d«cey us into vice ^tbek 

. example; In all places, .«lid in sill «gos,\virtM 

.had fewer partisans than vice t^ in 4H.jigefl aid 

>sn all placeiy the friends of^irtoe we^e Cff^few lo 

(pomparKbn of the partisans of '¥ioe, * that the 

faints com t^lained, that the eattth wts not kibib* 

.ited by men of the firft kind, afid tb^t chewbole^ 

world was occupied by the lattdr, **the godly 

man ceafetlv ; the faithf ill fail frbin ainong the 

chHdr^n of men. -The LonlHobked down froai 

teaveii upon the children ^fni'eii^ toffee if Aei« 

were any that did onderftfta^/ '<«i'nd 4eek 'Gotib 

They are altgone tffide,' tb<^ are aftogother ' b«« 

come filthy; there i^ ndne that doeth good^ iio 

iiot one," Pfa1;^ii. i; and xiv. % 3% An exag- 

gera^ion of ' the prophet^ I gratit, but an * exags- 

jg^ration f6r' whidh ifhe frntVeffMity of^ haniaa 

, depravity ' bath gpven too Much ^cca&oti«'*'>Caft 

your eyes attentively on tocibty, you will be, as 

vor prophet ^as^ aftoniftiftd -at the mat number 

of the partisans of vice ; yog Wflibe troobtedi 

a^ he was, to dtfirngdifh iii the crowd any friends 

'of virtue ; and you will find your(blf joclinedl^ 

TftjTi as'he'faid^ tl&tUnoM tbm Uoitb jpod^m 

But 
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But bbw difficult is it to retiff exatnplei^lha 
^.ruh tie spirit ainoitg fvrch a nufiphierfof tjji; 
iNiiitJi) .wbp ajifn only^ -to enflaVe. it I la order to 
f«fiil example, .WiQ mi|rt^im:e{ra|itly oppofe tbofi 
•miiitiifal iBcluis^t^s^ whici) urge us to imitaUonl 
^Po rciift <e|umipk,'.':W« muft not fufTeT ourfelves 
.ta be d^i^^d ^eitber with tbe nurober,^ or tbit 
i^^lidor ofrfiycb m ba^9 placed vice on b tbrboe* 
.To>r4ifi(kej(»fnpk#'W«i»a(l biave perfecUtioQ» and 
jiUtbe inponvenienccfSr to wbicb worldly people 
J9*9rec. fajl to ^j^poft {;beit),- «bo refufe to follow 
J^lbf&fi dojvn^ tbt pfcftpict;* To reflft .exalDp]^> w^ 
int^ft !#?« viKMie f«r viriucV;fait€|fc /fb'fcfift cat*- 
iim^ we: mi^^trai^jfpoir^ purreivc^s into anQ|ber 
>w<>iid|;4magia« o^wfclvenbr 9i^o^g, thofe^'boly^focicf 
.,tipM»^wbp^,fiirrot^Gtd'-^tbf ^b^osf of jl . boly. God, 
.w^ ^mi^Q. btft-esc^Uepcies tb&.Qon|iiiuai matter 
jofs-tbeirador^upn^and bomaget ai^d.wbo % at 
.tbe jy-iljii^paikWhisJtiandi^.tl^e firft breatb oCbi^ 
ilMMKbf . ;Wbiat'a* Wtprk) id^ hat.a.difflciUt W0jr|t fof 
.yoOrK^or mort^VwbPic eye.8 ^fe ^iw^yitirii^^ 
Mm^i .t|i«:efti^tb, aDd.f?hom y.oiM'd^f irivftTpnita- 
Jif iupd iinran9»oii9table iweig)it il(cej(^ntl[y. cajcrica 
A>WDi«?ardl, .., f : i, /,. ... 4^\//,j/. '■; ./. . 
i; . $. ,, .Pi&ally,<.we . iRuft aclw^owledg^ ..wnatt Jabdc, 

..paios^^Dd refiAanc^jt tbe 4ifppA^i9^« P^jrt^V''^ SoU 

pm«D fj^a^) re^ttire^ if ifc contldec.jpan' iq ' re* 

ga^d to tbe baiits wbil^ be.^t^cprtir^^ed, As 

jpoo an we enter iota .tbe worlds we £nct^urrelvea 

.impelled by PUf f»atui^!ipropenuties,«{lant),ed'wii|i 

Aht 4ii> of por paffions,^ .and, as I juft ^o\y faid) 

•feduced by tbe. errors, and carried ^.a^rfiy, by i^re 

examplesi of our companions* Seldom 19 tbe £rtl 

yeara of JilCf do we furmount that natural bias, 

.and tfaat,<^power of ^escample^ wbich. impel.' us to 

falfe bood and fin^ . Mod meh.^i}ay.e jdone ipdre 

srdls pf vice tban o^ virtue, confei^iieiit1y>, in tbo 

courfe of a certain number of years| we cpntrili- 

gi|ie by pur; way of living to join.tojhe depravity 

of nature tbai wbicb cornea from ecercife and ha* 

bitf 
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Hrqbttyd to^ eraditteie t))e' teft>its wincb liftire taken 

i^offdSpn of Hti*i Wttat 1 ttflci 

frff frbod a i^affiob #lii4lf'k«bt»% ati tlifc aratoe^ 
of tb^ fjsina, and hbil t<i fadtlitit^ aeeefo b)F itfcailt- 
of the bddy F Whtft a taft« tb nmi* awafiraiH 
tlie tatteninj^ htfSigi^f attd ft^ockig^ folkitatttini 
of coticbjftHceiifee ti»itg atet^oilied to ^ratifici^ 
tion ! Wtiit a edk; ^hm we «i« olil^i f» 
frake t!ife ^i^ttil c^m ilh \he H^tiMt jfikt 4t 
life, and to ItiBdMe' M t^eiojr, (iilioiii we litKt 
t>ee» altrayaiiM^ib* ibdnMer ^ Ufi€l0fM?ralffa^ 
affd'wboifi tircfiil^Tirr dtlrft'attatlr^ Whfcn-lie hadoft 
mher ai'tnt tteiW nrhfH We a^t^ tti ^v^ fito,' «iii 

il^odght' i^roj^r tcr'^!}ot<f I Strtlt Ubor,' fuoii ]MiltfK 
^hd cbdfti^allit, litilft h^ <^X|tef^ef»<^9 «lbe 'wefOh^ 
the avt 6i Ht^^ hU spifivt^ Ktt# tlwu/^ »i'^ 
have ^i^^ahifd^ thi^ aifj^bttftoihi^f^filfekid, }e%m M^ 
iigo the place which U due to htm who Iwtir kw 
leaving ^U^h a^^ idea ^ reiil 'h'eri^ifitf, WeiaiDft 
A\fpHf the gfaiid^or t^ rt, aiid'(iro¥e tbe^pNi^ 
i\ii6xi 16 itij tttt, m ^ic^ rtOifh k^ Mj^Viff ^. 
betttr ihnk kk'thi^^dJieifid iil^. > -^ ' l 

11; Fo^ tfiri ^r^flfi^f k I*- iM ^tefHBkif tb 
'obfervcf, rbs^n'by hmmi'faHe^ Wi^fS^i S«>totlMl^ 
do^s not uiVaii'a d^ait, whtr ff^Wf ^HH:i{il«9 (tf ^ 
toe, to de^Hd. bii doMtry^nd ten|^di>^ -h^^rdii 
iis life aiicf libfrfty in tf jfifft VNfr'l kJ tH« Vm^, 

^sbiieabdtUe'f^ffieman. ' Soh^ofthi' '^it^hdi e«ffl^ 
^dieroft; ^hbi!4ej if i ilbkj ti^t^M ihyf^lf io, 
tfpoh y\ik<it'itt ^Vi\I boi^^Qcrffs ^ H6 tbtift^ ireM»e% 
tutb ai'tbl! Wdrtdtcobffderr^th^. ....... 

* IJ^rtbieir \i \t^t^t%Vf fM-^i(biy to fix f h^ bomA 
^i\iH ^riHIf 'tstt^^^n^ U 4^t^k* Me -HA 
ruitth bis spirit^ is betisr tbun be t^kit taketh a 

citjik. 
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citjt Th< fenfc is cafily underftoodi ingeher^I, . 
, if figoifies, tbat he that ruietk bis^irity dKcoyf* ■ 
er 8 more lortltiidei more magnanimity, and more 
courage^ tliat he b'atb more juQ ideis.of glory, . 
and is morfe woitby of efteem and praife, thafe tbdy 
who are called in the world conqoerorff and htf- 
roca. 

We will prove this propoGtion by comparing r; 
the .faerq of the world with the chriftiatibero^and ' 
we will coi]ffine the comparifon to foiir articiei t 
Fbrft, the motives w^ich animate *lhem : fetoni^- - 
ly, the csqiloits they perform i ' -.thirdly, the cne- 
siiies they attack; and laftly, the rewards they 
; .^taia. He that takeib a ciiy^ is anim^ed with 
^ tnotives mean and worldly, whtch-:degta4e an hi- 
telltgent fopl, even while the^ feen9i<. to elevate tt 
. to a pionade' of graadeur and glory- i but be that . ^ 
ruhih his i^irit^ i^ animated ; by. ukrtiyes gratid^ 
; noble and fuWiro^ > every ^«y foitcd-W-tlie^xcfel- 
iesce of our itature* He that rnleti *fflj spirit^ . 
is capable of all the exploits of hifh, tbqt'taketb^a 
ti^ : but be,%hat^'takeih a ehy^ isobttapableof 
tbcjexploita ,of hijn ^dt^ruletb.bis spirip. ^.He., 
that takethta 4/{^»>attacks;:.an.eiAterior enemy, no 
whopvhe hiEtb no. atuclnnerit : ' but /re thatruleth 
his^pirit^ jit|]MkV an endii j^ Who is !^ear .to hkn, 
* and liith.xBe'grg^atncfs of foiil to* turn* his arms 
agaiod bimftlfV - In Sfinct 'bt^ thkftaTtefb a 4:ity^ 
. is.crojifncd, bnlyvby idiot^,'.wiiQlb^e>il(y Joft no- 
tioAs of graa4e4lraad heroifni r h\Xt b^HSai^ruhth 
. hiispirJt^yixW Jbe-xrowncd with tfie^Uands of tb» 
onjjy jufi a(ppjairef).-and dif^enfeV j^ gfoi^yl-^Tfilefe 
..are ij?ar t Jtks pf faperiority, which ^jW^h^HHan 
, hero iiai^ over the- falfe: hero i^ Ruf 'fourcer of 
, pfoofs ,to ef^ablilh tl^e propofftion^irf'oar'textj xll^ 
. ,ihal ,'ruleti'^bis ipiritf i> belter Jbtin Se tbdi tak-^ 
phjacjiy.. .^ ' *^ 

l.^liet lis confid^r.fhe m()ffvr^,wnith'^animafe a - 
^ xeotqueror that takefb m r/^, and the motives 
\ which imixBat^.a man "t bait obiuiii fw/cot^r'i/^ 



tt£6 CHirMav^ Heroisms 

^4pirii : the mp'tiyes ox Hk trbi b%rt), Witff tWtf 
poiivcf of ttK falfc IjcrcJ. tVlfit are the nibri^s 
; of a faifc bcrp ? . WKat fpirit ariVtniitfes him, *^Wa 
. he undertakes to conquer a cifV ? TWrs h 6«c "ti 
Ibe ^eftibns "^bich iinful '^aipidnd li'ite itloft ob^ 
fc|iTea«. Troth hdi^uiled in epiftles dtfSictiror^i 
. mi in profane euIog^uiiiBi yba tometiHiel^ m relifir. 
- ^OQS ilifcourfc^j J T>8 majefltf of 4 tfaoriots 
, ^eneraU xifi glory of a codQuVrori "tft'e )>ompGf^s 
titles of yi£iori arbiter of pcafce,' irbitcr otii^ir, 
. liave fo ftaszleo us, an8 \fi fom'e foh'fo pertened 
the power* of out; toul, th^t %k taiftidt fbrm ftiRr 
:.fotton« of this r^bjeh* Hear bore hattire, for- 
, vcrly fpeakini^ %y the mbuth m a ttatidn, who 

^. were; the more wife jfor fiot ^cihg eivtfis^d bjr the 
injuilic^eiof fSxii hws ari3 cuftdmi. I fpcalt 6f Hho 

[ ancicnt^Scphiabs, I'he j^o)l f^Moife rit^et bf 6i- 
tieafao!^ to th^tr cabins and t^iftftiU He hid 
. ajreai^ . fub^ued bis feIfow*€ititen^ itid Itftgh* 
bors.^ ^Already Thebes ind Atbe^s^ Thfacc ind 
Thcualy,b%i fubouUcd .to Mir intiSi * Alrea^, 
Greece. b!e^B|^ too fmaUa fpbere of a^ton for himy 

' be bad, pnctfated eirch iteto t^^fra, tftiflr(^dtlic 
lampuVjt^byj^i^ rWer^^ wbere^ he fteii^ (fit titjn- 

« died i^outand men^ reduced XSiirii ahS Jud^, 
maae war wUb Barius and tomjdifred hiin; pf^r* 
forined jptpiQits roor^ tbiin ihnibaii, ai^d in f^t 

• of iu^e». bcfiej^ed and tooTc T5rrfe, tbc tnoft 
famous^ Ge^ recorded in ancient bKVory, riib|a* 
g^d tfie l^ardi^ and 'Badrt^ns, attained nie 

. mountains ptucafoi a»d C)k4s. aid^. In « woM, 
conquered inor^ aonntries, knd eii&ayed niore 
people^ thin we eah d^frribei or' eVeii nx^ntfen 
wtthin the iioiitt allotted to thU elcerclfe. Tto 
nan ariiTes in Scyt1ii#* 1^ Scytbiant. ienjt 
deputies to \Avsf% who tbmi addsefied 1dm. ^ Had 
the gods givers you a body proportioned tO' yoor 
ambition, the whole ^niverib irould faa?e b^A 
too little for you : ^ With 6nt Hand* yoti ^i!l 
liave touched the eal!> ^nd ^tth the other the 

w«ft, 






.^ » > 



. wt^iadf. o0t'C0Btf^ wiih t^jf^ybij: ,wooId JiiaiVe 
Mlewed tto/mvaDd .baye fcen wbere^be hidtet 
Jtimfell.. W.bat«;?e^faii af^Ci yon arc afpiring^ 
what yott cab sever 9btjiui» From . forppe. ypii^ 
Toil iiit<r 4^^ ^ >fi4 iroin Ada back you run: 
again infio EwppiBt and bavtog enilaved ^U man* 
lani^ yov^ tuaojl- riverf, and forefis^ atid wj^d' 
•beafts. » Wbat, bave yooto dp vitb ua ?;' \?fe 
Jiave Jieverfct £oot Iq ypuir. Goon^ry. v May nof^ 
ft pe^Iby. living u) a, defep%; be aliqared to be igm 
aorant of idio ,^^, are, ^n4,^TK}iexicc yoq come ^ 
You boaft of having exterminated robbers^ a^d 
yon yonr&lf Are tbe.grejjiteft robber in Ite woAd*- 
'Voo have ptUagfd and .plundered all Jiationti.and^ 
BOW yott cotne la r6(>jr& of our sattte* ^It is jon 
^aiftta fiHyottc b#r>ds^.£pr yon are aW^ys )ib 
feareli of fiifli prey* Of w^at 9&; are yiour 
VoonAefft richer eiu:ept to irritate yp«r eternal^ 
tliirftfi Yoo aicrthe lirft man, wbo cvereypefi- 
eneed.fuch extreme ^vif^pc in the midft of fupk 
abundance. . .AU yQM havej ferves. only 19 majco 
jfou.dcSre w'tth more.&ry what jtim have not. 
If yeio be &..Gody ,dp good |o ibankiad :. bat iF 
you he.dBlf a0..infi(gni£icant aorrati tbtnk 4>f 
ipiiar fnuiarei and rfmemberi tlnit It is a great 
f«ll|^..ta «cGiip^ Ithingsy whi^b ^.ake na ibpget 
mnMUu^** TbeCe afc tfa^ mo^iv^y wtiieli api* 
•mate, t be beroea of the world j tfaefe are' the fen* 
ttnestar wibich are di%«ifed under' the fine names 
of gfonf^aaloTf groatneis of fouly herDifm* An 
tin&ttabie aridity of richesi- .an tofincible pride, 
a ihoundlefa. ambftiqn» ,a ^ta) Ibrgetfulnela of 
viha^si what oUgbt lobe, and wibatmaft>e 
li«rea&er#. , . . 



The motives of 1111*, irhdr: aadeavors to rendea 
' fiimfelf mtiftcTof his 6wn botrt, are Uve of ^r* 
* d^r, dcfire of firee^oor irttin the Ommrj ot l^e 
' jhiffiDnis i (ioble fimfiefii af foal, which admiu 
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* gpintns Cttitios, Ub. vit. chap. 8, 



,ft68 Chrislifin Heroism. 

ODly wbat appears troe, and loves ooly what «p. 
' "pears lovely, after' (Wjber and' llhrtoos dslbsflMs; 

In this ^rVt vi6#9 ^^^y ^^ advastage is wboliy 
' in favor of ^^ikj fiM nikf^h-his sfiMt, Js thHitt 
' ffcwi 5tf^j ihat tdhtb aifkf. ^ ' i • . 

S; Compare, in the ieoood pUcei the exptoks 
. cfhim that ruletk.hi^ sptriti^^'ub the expioita 

•fhini^ that takttB a citjm He, . who is • capable 
' of ruling Hh spirit ^ is^apahle of lull that <t great 

and noble iif birhi thai; taktth- a city-: . hot be^ 
'ibai taketb^ titjj* ni not' capable of all that is 

l^reat atid'uT»|^aiiiiiiolta4n>- iiat, tb&t rtdetb his 
' sph*h. I will explain -inyftlf* 

What is there great and 'magoaminoas in a 
' hferb x\AX takMha city I Patience to cndin-o 
' fatigoe, to {^trnoont difficulties, to Coffer cotitra- 
'tdiClxott t intf«*pidityiD ^tbe noft frightfol dao* 

g^Vs': ''prefencfe^of niiad io the «ioft vibleat and 

p&tilfuriex^rcrfhi : < onfhaken .firmacfa in figlit 
' of >a nUfhi^ terrible dtfblDtidli* < lliefr are <^f. 
** pofitton^'t'f faitfid, 1 isvaifrt, which feem to elevJite 
' mab vboore bmnhnity :-<but. a^ cbrtftiaa hero is • 
* capable^ (ff ^I W\%s Ifpeakliftcefelyf aod witboot 
'' a figure. -'''A-mt(n, wt^ hath 'obMioech a religijMiS' 
^ freeddffa 'i:fF%1t)di^ whb' always-- prefervts - thh 
' liberty ^'wWal^ayS Wtfigtis good and*. evil, .who 
' ^li^vc^ onfy-whlet -is trde, and doev^oaly what.it 
' right ;''fpbo^ hafh*« aflWays< hir «ye npiw bis dotft 
' or, aisj'tbe pJTalinift'eXprefethitv' who 9ti9 the 
' LoriTahu'd^s htf^ himi ftftb^roiao is capable^ 
' iiterallycapiible^^f'iill yOu^adoitreriiia worldly 
; hero." No difficulty difcoopages hmn, im- oiatni* 
'^'diftioftd^reoDCert^'him, 40'fatigae ^dpi hftB,no 
' ^datygirs afe^igbt^ htitf) nd patfi init .-be >«aa bearriio 

appearance of d^ath (bocks him into;.paleiiflCs^ | 

1 and-fcari aodJ&^ht* • -Oar woineo and cbildreiH 

out. conf^fTors and mf r^rs, have literally per- 

I fortsed greater ei^oita of fortttade, patience, 

( a;oorage» aad conflapcyi in convents, prUbiia, and 

^Qgeons, at flakes, and on fcatfolds, than Aide* 

andera 



Cirhiiim ^emsm %^ 

aiMkfft «»d. Cfi6f« in 1^1 tiktir Imt. And where 
if tiM hf r]9 nf tkiir wwi^irbd li»lb, perforqsed i((» 
iMPf jiAi««4: qC tofwor find niagiuiDtotKy in 
iffget^aftd b«||le8, i» 99t qt^feffora have for tbi.i^ 
^^^^n m ifaMfi the |r>^UIes ^ The forpp^ 
iv««e fii|i|NN^t^ by. ttet ffr&QCc ^. tbi»iiu«d9 of 
fiitiie8t«> tbe Utter h«jl «o ^lUtors btat Go^t 
and thw «W4 cpo&kiKf i» Tbe cbriftian bef» 
i»^a|i%b|e. tk&t Q0 M Umhc U *greMt in tb^ hero qf 
tbe iVttrU» Bn^ tbe m^rUiif bero tii inc^iyable ^ 
9mrfmaka$;' (aO^ «i|dQi|t at^.thr dirii|iap bero' 
l^rfprms ^ and be knows pe rfedly^ tbat bis ber<^ 

glory* , Try Ibo Orei^r^ of a. worldly bero. Sf^t 
htm to; c^oteiMl fritb apa^^^n* Yon williboji' 
fifid . tbii msm% imriociMe befoi^et fobdued i^t)r 
flai^ryf.aiid flMne* He, ^rbp wat 4rm and fe^r* 
left IB iffifi of ;^ oi|«.i)f(|Bf,.3|t,(he£raQdof 
^aililbe inftriftneMH boiBoayef f^elfle^ mc^m <tdft 



Melt^ledr Vr » Wo«««ir »n4 . encbantiog j^UCL. 

4fiHDpAiitdefta«t tbe Pl^ltftiflei « M QaliJMv m^ 

irtea^gni U pftio^ .. SompfiMi ^xma awpiy tbe jB^tj^ 

#faM»4 IHK Stam^pfon fiqiu W^ fbe we^i|t 

«( Ue OM Cpnfoality^ .Hrnxfifif (eefi^ b%hwaf 

Job l»i» feo QMbtt^ end i^MoSert t^ fobdoe : H^t 

.^ cmnoi refift i«i|iiirit]s* . We find hfi* oi» ve^* 

Mliont»ol Mitii|iiky..e^fyiiig air ti^ant.9fs l^ 

ift0nldefir«»^emUofiL of ri^lbptpbofiiefsi ftoopin|^ 

tnto^tr.thoc omnoriby b«ifdoo, .aa^ letting bit clob 

ftll from bia haodi> . Tlfefo iai tberefpre^^ no dec* 

^tmaaliioii|MiM> bppetjbole in pur |H:opofitioo r tbo- 

ahriftion'Jktro ia^fMdlle of . performing all tbe 

fffieat aiaitfna p a fft i a m cjt by tbct bero of tbe werTd. : 

tel tbfe bfTfo of jibe wo^ h ii^apiible of per* 

Armiiig riitb.nobte;a£liiMia.a^ tbe cbrintan hero 

performt r and ift this reipr At ^^ J^f rtdUb bU j 

: 3* Compare fe'm». iha$ fuAf$i <^ oitjj mth 
Am thatnditb hi^ spirit M ri^^rd jtp t)Mt en^ 
miuf whom tbey attack, and yoo will find in th6- 
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ktter a t)iird title of faperrorityiOFer the forn)ef7« 

'mf, who is^ a 'ftYaiy^r, ^mel^yft^fi - ddi«ot to litim 
Th^ aiohitidnf th^tfiilr^At^^-fDot^ )«tve*'fio4'MA 
^fbr' comp^fiton* ^^nd-^p^^^aiffif ^9#»«ld«dfcbc cdl 
%tit obfain^ hi? cn^^ do ^'iiMttfer 'to ^tnr' though 
^ way be Arewcd^ Vrfli rM dyibg^wtfd'tfM dtad^ 
•to* bbtaitr^thttf hc^ 'trirrels ^0¥«r mooAttim^^oC 
.%eads, and-varnrt', aod*^tftfcafe«. ^%e> toifeuklK 
'crui paffit^tisj'whith tyrtnnize *oY«r<<ldte,' Mftifr ibe 
Vorc6 of ^nature, ' 'sitid dealba • fii A- io the cHcs •€ 
^' thotifand >ili(^fabl«^wt^oiite' ft<<riited^to llAt 
"Mite/^ '* '•' ' • *!'' •' ^ '""' >•• ^ * ^ f •• : r »'..- I <* 
''^^ Tfie Trtchtyf»^Hdm'»l*e- «hi1(tlatf '>0oiiibtt«; k - 
^ owii'^'liejirt V^foi* R^ ilt^i^fi^^r toitartlv|il» - 
*tdU7Jfiigaihft4)iiirfMf; ^ He litaft fof^Mdl^lMlmi- 
^enti of felf-loire '\ he'moBffbeeom^ Ms^Htti '€m^ 
;>catiHi)er,* iittd,'to ufetheftleaf Hfid-inifMffiMa of ^ 
^Tefds f:brm,^he'ttMraa?ilally4(;^ ktmi^fis >•' 

*derto^iHcl^^*^hfcir'hfei^ri tn^foMde'^tliatrfit. 
'fiVdi, 'pr6p(nV ^lfe'^<Mc<t<^1im as-freelMD' ^ 
^f CDlfy. JeroV€lMft^i«^^*^rdagMlb tbecMk^K 
\!^; whi^li'tbe 'itMMS^^niif! tfmikrgb^ ulio'piRS' dn 
**ihi; fpirit 6f^ enii^mtf ^ •'itBd'Ii«k» tibt> kai 



r«K^fm<Mffte.'' die 
VritWsof^ pfgao%p6eY»H>r'^phMbf>b^^ «nwe 

4batr tbia r 'IftMy*inim^iH^tmilt^flmw^im 

"' Not thiit tbi« i« Vitlrratff |if«6|lcaMe,iivot^tlMvt 
^an euD^ f/ist ofT/hifbrfff,- not that -^rdiffoo re^ 

qtiires iH to* faertitee' to- itt ^flrat • unrieet tbe d^ 
"ieiic^'aivd happihdfs^^f ^mir liHtiMie <i • oh fM €08- 
'trary, (Iriatjr %'akitlg,Mt tl ^^wh'fdi 'OMlitt'W 
•pttt'^ff or wiiy'vr{\it ti; great * tfifd^'WDble'^in . ov 

cffenc^'; h^ ia iifcj wAkh VeqtA*c»i*»>'t»tfatnfice 
'bor true- hai^neft to it* K J«^ Chrift ex- 

prtfFea faiinfelf in thistfmnneri ittsbocftofe^whtn 

* ' ■« • nfcMifc ■ 






't3iristian ffereimi ^ft 

W poffeff^ with a piffion^ ii isJn^orporated^ 
.vHyi U^w^r^f «ilb'biiEDiklC;*itifeeoii.s*,to biro eiTea- 

tial'to h»8-C«licUy^;,.C¥jqry»'thiiig.trotfbIe$, ait^! 
^ ftv^ry. U^^ fpiti^iin on the rack» vtbeQ he c^aai^ 

»ot gr^^jHit ; .wiibaut gratifying bis pai&Q% 
r.hi§ ioGMl bath IH» taftey^flofwcrs ao fmi»U^ pl^alm«s. 

po pointy .^hci fun -is dark^ X«cii»ty ^iCagrecablcA 
.4ife itfelft hath no cfaarnis* To attack a reigo* 

4|]g pai&oo is iO: de$^ self s 2iod.li€re, is. t'h< pfh 
, 4ien^ of ^Cf saints, j tbis is the . eo^mjf whqflu 
.%kc, ^hnfii%n attacks^ t^s is ths .ws|r,,is(bich Im 
' w^g^th. .H9*f tremuWos jinxd ^ealk J6 tj^e . h9flS^ 

V whfD il^ tpocfai^th a fword , to ,h£ plunged i^Ui 
^jie'a lOiv^Q lyofom 1 Love of .order, tcmh, amid 

^^irtuepfuppoft a^'chrii^ian heifO io thU .'2(Iai(iik 

V 4<efpei»ato undortajkiiJif. . :»-}.* /,, 

r 4> : III ^qi5y)€OB|pare,4^^>j'^A^^/;M/W4 ^^.^if^: 
fSyVtUikhim^iiat.k^sf^^ii chy^'m regard vta. ^^4 
^.acclamations with which they arr .aif^^piHUf d| 
90d rhf ^mttiM^ prq^a^^ fpr ^^eoi. .^l^l^o arp the 
li^^orir* of tb^fe ^ acclamf tiofiA, t-wltf^ %^hich tho 
Ikir rn(ail^ds,.tbie pr?iife.pf .^Qrldl^^hcroes'.?,, ,Thf j^ 
'^C copnierfj ppetfi,pan^gyri(U«, ^Bu^^wbat 1 aic^ 
|p$9pl((,'oC«&h}%.'pr4cf jt^JO 4i^y;pcrfons» jv^ .enter* 

t»i|i ji^ft «^lWD8rof^lo^v4 ^n«l> if ^h«?y, bc^ja*^ 
tfc^y €W«r^%«:npfgbi.^<>^^ifi«ak out ^? How cag 

H'fiiiiljwMly dovoM4 t9.,<;hcvwlH;>p4 9?pr|c9 9f 
« com^oef oi^:f - r bo w ^ can ' a i^eital creature,., i^hp 

^JUafacs .a oMirkct* of eoloew aitd ^^praifes) wbioh 
k^ reUft'io<th«.|)igheft bidder.; how, can a brutal 

•"^Goldiery^ideter^iriiiie what h worthy 9l'praife;or 
4»lam9'^ ».J« it:for fuch p^pp^.t/?:diftribm^pri«af 
'^'glo^r ^ad toaiffigc^.beroes. thcir<|ra^.k;| . To^bf 
ti^llWfti'^^pQ^iypk^^f this/iart. Js ,.a jihamp,; ,tQ, h^ 

"i<roifit«dl^ th^r ^^odsan infamy.^ •:•*,: r -f.> 
' .t£leva|ef-<pkvate.thy nscditattqnt cbrifVia^n ibul^ 
' life ii»^ ..tbo Majcftyof .the .Great < .Suprcpiet 
•Think* of itinsitr. fy^Wmti IoteUigence> • wl^p^ . VA^tifif 
in his. offpflCB cyctyjtljipRnobte '?fvi Jfu^iroci 
Goflilf ippUtc Ood/ furroanded with angels ancl 

-trchangelfi 



narcbangelt, cjierobims and feraphhns* _ He«r tte 

^etiiiccVtsi w^kh bappy^ ^pities pe^tformf itt'hii ffo- 

<ry« Hear tbem pehfetTsteiA, * r&viiied;' '€harfll«i 

with tbe divihe' beauties; citiiig flight l(tidd«3S 

-«« Holyi holy, holy,' it tht Loird ^bf Boft^ ti« 

Urbtfle earth it, ^11 oi hta~|;-loryj Bleffing^ aikl 

^fory, vlfdcro, and ^hanlcfgWing^ hoiior^^iid:ik>Wi* 

tr kfid might be unto oortGod for ^eraii^6veiv 

«6reat' and maryellottt mre thy ivor&S| 'Lord God 

Alroi^hty 4 jirik and* true aretfcjr iir^ys, tboo 

King of Aimts. Who lEall^t f<rilr tb«#i e' 

4<ord^ and ^iorffy thy imine ?^'' ' Thk 1>eiiig, f^ 

ffetf^Qv t^hisbm^^fbwoHlAlf prai(M^<tbi«Heiiig!i 

40 wdrtby of ortrlaftrngjpraife,' thii'^ ie,'i»h« 

^tll pronounMi ap<m -true -glory ^ this-tt he» wImi 

.•ilrill oon^pote the cojc^givm of aR ^w^ afptrd at 

4t ; tt|t» is be, ^o wilt ofie day ipraifi^ la the 

ffiic'e (^ betren nitdeartb, iH ^hofey mho ftall 

Siiav« ^fDttde'^tfae^^olile coi^tfMbi'^bl^ ire fia^« 

*^ecn.iliefeibiii^« 

' ^im^MeitloB finlcs ^QDifer tii^ iveiglit df thia 

'"^v.hjK^y'MOi this objea is too Wight for ejrea 

^Nke^oors s Wt the nature <ff tfacng^ doth not 

< depend oif our fsjcolty .«f iee ing tieib. A$ GodI 

« taifi o^'t4k conibats moire than biimani ib'lie £ee$ 

^tt<i ftipport ok by ^^rdl^d*«f melt thati be^ 

^^ati regards* ' Tel,' it ir the Sof»rettie'-^^daig« it 

Is bcf, vhxji ^Ul (me day d9fb-»hnt6'ihiB -p^alfeai 

*WMch dYe doe tio fbcli/aNr bt^e^triuisj^hcsA o¥«r 

''^emfdlves. 'Wliat a fjpe^ade I what' <& profl 

-ft^i Yes, ebrHlran <thab]^On^ afein* tbchi haft 

refiftedBefh a^d^ilbod, Hfter thdti h«fft 6eed triett- 

t4'at.afbpl% m4nkthd;.aftei> thbii tiaft Vtfli the 

hrce bf trib1]{itt^ tfttr ihbv^ hk^ ttftde tbf life 

biie perpbtiikl '^nrt^rtyrdo% thofii' Ibtlt 'dye ' eatled 

forth in.the^ pf^f^tice'df inett 'iii«^ -^n^eh^'tbt 

tearter of the world fbaif feparl^ fite'fftfm the 

idftmd ; thefe he Will 'Kdd/efs t6 th«e this laa* 




m^ 



VhrisHan Hemm» , 4tj^ 

^his day makts to all wlio fight under his (land.^ 
zrd^ 'he that ceei^ometh shall sit down in mj 
sthroh<0 Ah ! glory df worldly heroes ; profa»« 
en^Goiniums ; faftidious ittfcriptions ; proad tro« 
|>liie84 brilliant but corruptible diadems*; what 
are -you iti compsrifon vith the aeclaroations 
which await 4he -chriilian hero, and the croWns 
"which God) the -vewarder, prepares for him* 

And you, mean and timid Couls, who perhaps* 
admire thdfe triumphs, but who bave^iot the am« 
bition .to drive to obtain them ; you foft and in- 
.dolent ^fpiritS) who, without reluctance, give up 
all pretenOons to the immortal crown, which 
t^od prepares for heroifn', provided he require no 
ac^fount of your indolence and effeminacy, and 
fuSer you, like brute -^bealls, to follow the 'firR: 
^inftin^s of your nature ; undeceive yourfelves« 
I faid at the beginning, you are alt called to 
heroifm ; there ia no midway in rdigion ; you 
nuft be covered with (hame and infamry alon^ 
with the bafe and timid, or crowned with glorf 
in company with heroes. The duty of an in« 
telligent foul is to adhere to truth, and to ^fdl« 
low virtue ; we bring into the world with ua ob* 
ilacles to both ; our duty is to furroount them i 
'Without this we betray our trtift ; we «do not an- 
ffwer the end of our^^reation ; we are guilty^ and 
we (hall be puniflied for not endeavoring to ob* 
"tain the great end for which we are created. 

Xiet this be the g^eat principle of our divintt|r 
and morality. "Let us invariably retain it. Lee 
usnot lofe ourfelves in difcuillons and refearchea 
•into the origin of evil, and into the perm'ri&on of 
the entrance 'of Hn into the world. Let us not 
bury ourfelves alive in fpectilations and laby« 
rinths ; let us not plunge into abyffes, from 
which no pains can difengage us. Let us fear an 
ocean full of rocks, and let an idea of the Ihip. 
wrecks, which fo -many ra(h people have made, 
Aop u8 on the (hore. Let us coafider thefe queC* 

Y tious 



:fl^74 Christian Heroism* 

s 

tions Icfs with a view to difcover the'perfe^iOBS 

.of the Creator io the thick daiknefs, under 

which he hath thought pfopcv to conceal theiDt 

ilhan in that of learning the obligations of :a 

creatore. 1 do not mean to decry thofc great 

geniufeS) who have treated of thi« profound fuh- 

JeA. Their works do 1 honor to the human' 

jiiind* They are eternal monuments to the glory 

■43f a reafooy which knows how to collefi its 

force, and to fix it felf on a .fingle ohjed ; but, it 

Js always certain, that we ca.nnot arrive at clear 

truth on this fubjed, fixcept by means of thou- 

fands of diflln^kions.and abftra^lions, which rooft 

^f us cannot make* This fubjed; is fo delicate 

«nd refined, that moft eyes are incapable of fee- 

iogit, andit is. placed on aji eminence fo fteep 

and inacceflible, that few geniufes can attain it* 

Let us religiouily abide by our principle. i 

The duty of an intelligent foul is to adhere to I 

truth, and to'pradife virtue^: We aM born with | 

a difinclination to i>otb. .Our duty is to get rid ^ 

of this; and without doing fo we neglefl the ob- 
'ligation of an intelligent foul, we do not anfw«r 
the ead, for which we were intended, we are 
.f^uflty, and we (hall be puniQied for not having 
anfwered the end of our creation* 

Let us confider oUrfdves as (oldiers placed 
rrouud a befieged city, and having fuch orfuch an 
enemy to fight, fuch or fuch a poll to force* 
Y-ou, you are naturally fubje^ to violence and 
anger* It is fad to find in one's own conAitu^ 
tion an oppofition to virtues fo lovely as thofe of 
fubmiilion, charity, fweetnefs, and patience, 
^roan under tlus evil.: but do -not defpair ; when 
you are judged, lefs . attention will be paid to 
your natural indifpofition to thefe virtues than to 
•the efforts, which you made to get rid of it* To 
this point direct all your attention, and your 
-ftrength, and all your courage* Say to yoorfel!^ 
^fais is the ,poft| which my ^[eneral intends X 

Jhottid 



Ctniaim Heroism* "^^^fS^ 

ffiould force ; thU is the enemy I am to fight 
witb# And be you folly convinced, that one of 
the principal views, which God hath in preferv- 
ing your life, is, that you (hould render yourfelf 
ciafter of this pafSt>ii« You, you are naturally 
dffpofed to be proud* The moment you le^ve 
your mind to its natural bias, it turns to fuch 
o}>je6t4 as feem the moft fit to give you high 
ideas of yourfelf, to your penetration, your mem- 
ory, your imagination, and even to exterior ad<k 
vantages, which vanity- generally incorporates 
with the pcrfon who enjoys them* It S^ melan- 
choly to find within yourfelf any feeds of an in- 
clination, which fo ill agree*. with creatures vile 
•ftfid miferabk as men* lament this niisfbrtune ^ 
but do not defpair ^ to this (ide turn all your 
attention and all your courage and (Irength. 
Say to yourfelf, this is the poft, which my general 
would have me force ; this is " the, enemy, whom 

* he hath appointed me to oppofe* And be ftilly 
V convinced,, that one of th<? principal, views 'of 

* God, in cpntiouing you . in tl)i> wqrldV is/that 
^'.ypu may 'irefid this paflioh) and n^ake yourfelf 
^ fsaQer of it* ' ' " 

Let us, all together, tnf brethren, endeavor 't<r 
' rule our own fpirits. Let us not 'be difmayediit 
thegreatnefs of the work, becaufe. ^rMf^*" fs he 
that Js in us* than be that is in the i&ortdl 
Grace comes to the aid of nature* Prayer a[c- 
' quires ftrength by cxercife* . The pafflons, after 
' having' been tyrants, become flives in .theit-.tufn. 
The danger and pain of battle varilfh,' whel) tjie 
eye gets fight .of conqueft- . How inco;nce}vayy»' 
beautiful is vidory then I God grant we roiyi 
obtain it T To him be honour and glory. for ever^, 
Amen* 

... . . . • . / 'f 
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GENERAL MISTAKE Si 
Romans isXu 2* 

Be not conformed to this world* 

KjfP all the dtfcourfes delivered in this p»!-- 
pit, thofcy. which defcrvc the grcateft dcfcrcnce,- 
andafually obtain the leaft, are fuch as treat of 
general miftake^. What fubjed^s require greater 
deference? Our defign io treating of them is to 
difltpftt« thofe illuHons, with which the whole i 

vorld ie familiar, which are authorized by the \ 

inoltitude, and which, like epidemical difeaf^s^ 
inflicted fbmetimes by providence on, poblia 
bodiesi involfc the ftkte, the chorch» and indi* 
iriduals* Yet^ are any diftourlea lefs refpedvdl 
than fuch as thefe T To attack general niftakest 
isf to excite > the dif^eafare of all Who favor | 

tbeiDi todifguft a whole auditory, and. to acqujlfe 
the iDoftodioas of all titlesy^I mean that of pnb«^ 
lie cenfor* A preacher is then obliged to chooft^ 
either lierer to attack fuch miftaliesas the roniti* 
tode think fit to authorize,^ or to renounce the 
Advantages, which be nay promife hiinfelf, if Be * 

adapt his fubje£ls to the tafte of his auditors,^ 
mni foueh their diforderis only fb ftr as to acconw 
l&odafe their crimes to their conftiencef. 

Let MS not hefitate what part to tale* St* 

. Paul detBrnines us by his exaa^pte* Bam goings 
to-dayt in mitation of this apoftle, to guard yoa 
againft the cocks^ where the many are (fiipwreck* 
edf He -exhorts ««, ip the words of the text, not 
to take t&e i»9rii ior a model ; the worlds that 
is, the crowd, the multitude, fociety at taige*^ 
But what foctety ibath he . in view ? Is it that 

}Af womsoi BoniCi wbifili ht defcribes as extreme^ 

ly 
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\y depraved in the beginning of this cplftle ?: 
•Does he fay nothing of bnr world, our- cities -and 
provinces ? We are going to examine- this, atid 
1 fe2r I fhall be able to provt to jroui'that oor 
moltitade is a diangetoiiy gvicle to fhewus the 
^ay to heaven ;. and, to confine ovf^felves toft 
few articJe«, T fliall prov6 that^theyare bad gi:ride!i' 
to diredt u^, firft, in regard tb faith ; fecondlyv. 
in regard to the worlhip^ which God reqq ires off 
us ; thirdly, in regard to moraUty ; and lafliyy. 
in regard to the hoUr of deatbi'- In 'thefe four 
views I fliall enforce the' woipds of inytext, Bk/ 
iwt conformed to tbh ^iaorlcL Ttii< if the whole- 
plan of this difconrfe.^. 

!• The^ nwltitode is-a bad guide to dire^ oiirv 
faith* We wiU not i introduce here the famous » 
controverfyi on this queftion, whether a great 
number form- a priefuroption in favcr*of ^any re- 
ligion, or whether untverfality be^ a certain evt-> 
-dence ofthe.tiiKs^cbriflian church ? How often 
h^s this q^efttsn been debated and determined I ': 
How often have we proved again ft one communi- 
ty^ which dUplays- the number of its profeffors < 
with fo much parade, that, if the pretence were 
well founded,$it would "operate in favor of pagan- 
iftn, for pagans were always-moire nnmerotti than 
chrifttans 1* How ofjpn have we^ told them, that 
in divers periods of the ancient church, tdolafry 
and idolaters' have^ been enthroned in both /the 
kingdoms of Jflidah and ICirael I. How often have 
ire alledged, that in the time of Jefus Chrift, 
the church was defcribed as a iittie^ocA^ Luke 
xii. 32." that heathens and Jews were all in 
league againft chriftianity- at fifft,' atid^that the 
{rofpel had only a fmall ntimbet of^ dilcrple^-^ : 
Hbw often have we retorted', that for wbole ceflr 
tnriesi there was no trace, no fhlidow, of the 
opinions of modern Rome, I ' But we will hot ap*- 
ply burfelves t6 tWs con troverfy- to-day, by fix- 
ing your aueation on the fophifms of foreigneirs,> 
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perli*^ we might divert four eyes from yosr 
own. i by (hewing you our triumphs over the 
•vain attacks made on us by the eheipies of tkei 
' reformat ton^ perhaps we might turn arway yottr^ 
attention from other more dangcrouS' wounds^ 
which the reformed themfclves aim at the heart 
fit religion* When I fay the muhitude. is a bad^ 
guide in matters of faith, I. mean, that the man— 
iier,tn which mod men adliere to truth, is not byk 
^rinciplesi which oughttto attach them to it, bi^ 
by a ipirit of negl^ence and prejudice... 

Ic is^nafmaii worlc. to. examine the truths 
when we arrive at an age capable of difcuffion* 
The fundamental points of religion, I grant, lie 
in the fci^fptores dear and perfpicuous, and witk^^ 
Ml* the comprebenlioa of^ all who cbufe to. attend! 
to them t- but when we pais from infancy to 
manhood, and arrive at an age in. which reafou. 
ieems mature, we £ad ourfelves c>overed with a. 
veil,, which either bides obje^s from us, or di£f 
figures^ them* The public difcourfes we have 
;heard in favor, of the ft^, in which we were 
educated,, the inveterate hatred we have for al(. 
others, who hold principles oppodte to ours,, the 
Irightliil portraiUr that are drawn before out 
eyes,, of the perils we mu(l encounter^ if we de^ 
pant h^m the way we have been brought up in^ 
the impreffions made upon us hy the exam^et 
and decifions of our parents,, and^ mailers, and 
teachers, the bad tafte of thofe,,wbo had the care 
of our education, and who prevented our acquire 
ing that mod oobie difpofition, without which it 
is impoiOGtble e^r. to be a true philo^apher, or a 
real cbnftian, I mean,, that o£furpending our 
judgment on fnbj<^d« not fufficiently proved t 
from all this arlfe clouds, that render the truth 
inacceffible, and which the world cannot diiSpate* 
We do not fay, that natural talents or fitpernat* 
itral affiHance are wantinjg ;. we ane fully, con^ 
f luced that God will MT^r give up to &aal error, 

any 



'ftiif aM wbo does all io bis power to onderftand: 
• the truth* Bat the world are in(;apab)e of this 
TN^ork. Why ? Becaufe all the wocld» except.'^. 
few, bate labor and meditatioo in, rcgsird t^ tl^ 
fubje^lsy which refpe£i another life :. becau^ a|l' 
the world would choofe rather to attach them-- 
felvea. to what regards tbeir temporal intereftf^ 
than to the great intereil of eternal happinefs :: 
becaufe all the world like better to fuppoCe the 
principles imbibed- in their childhood truev than- 
to inopofe on themfelvea the taik of weighing 
them anew in the balance of a foond and fcvere 
reafon :. becaufe all the world ha«e an»iB»inci^ 
ble ayerfion to.fuppofe, that wbcs tbey aro aiw 
rived, at manhood, they, have alrooft loft their 
time in. fome refpcds, and thai whcA they leavo- 
ichool they begin to he capable of initru£lion» 

If the nature of the. thing cannot convince 
youy that the multitude continue through negll* 
gence io the profeflion of that religion».itt. whicbr 
.they were bom, experience may. here fopply the 
place of reafoning^ There is an iDfinite variety: 
of geniiifca among mankind. Propofe :o an af^ 
fembly a queftion, that no fyftem bath yet decide 
ed) and you will find} as it Is ufually faidj as ^an|[ 
opinions as heads* 

It is certain, if mankind were attached to a 
religion only becaufe they had ftudied it» w^ 
ihould find a great number o£ people forfake tbat^^ 
in which they bad been brought op, for it is imf^ 
poilible,. that a whoU iociety fhould unite ia ono 
point of error, or rather^ it is. clear to a. demon* 
firation». that as trutb hatk certain cbaraderf 
fnperioc to falfebood, the temples oi^ idols would 
be inftantly deferted^ erroneous fe€ls would bo 
iboo abandoned, the religion of lefus Ofarift,. the 
only one worthy of being embraced, the only 
one that dcferves difciples, would be ihe only 
one embraced, and would alone be receivod by 
0iL finccfc difciplcs of truths 

Do 
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Do not think, my brethren, that this rcflcdion 
concerning that fpirit of negligence, which re- 
tains rooft men in a profeffion of their own rc- 
'Hgion, regards only fuch cortiwunion* as lay down 
; their own infallibility for* a fundamental article 
of faith, and which prefcribe ignorance and blind 
'fubmiflion as a firft principle to their pattiaans, 
for it is but too eafy to prove^ that the fame fpir- 
it of negligence reigns in all eonimmiities*- 
Hence it comes to pafs, that m general fo few 
chriftians can render a reafon for their faith* 
•Hence it is that ^ople are ufiially better furnifli- 
'ed with arguments to oppofc foch focieties as far« 
'rOtirid them, thajT wUh thofe, which cftablifb the 
fundamental truths of chriftianity. If then you 
'follow tbedire^o'n of the multitude in the iludy 
^f religion, you will be condoled by a fpirit of* 
negligence, prejudice wiH be held for proof, rdo* 
'cation for argumetit, atid the decifions of your* 
'parents and teachers for infallible oracles of' 
truth. • ' ' • ' . N 

IL The mdltftude is » bad guide in regard to 
that worskipi Which, God requirethof'us, they- 
idcfilc it with a fpirit of. fuperftition. " Soperfti^- 
tiotr 19 a difpofiition of i|>ind, that inclines us to. 
tegulatfe ^il* parts of divine wdrfhip, not 'by jaft 
Aotions^of the Supreme Beingj nor by his rela- 
lidtfs to us, nor by 'what he has corrdefcfended to 
re^peal, but by our own fancies, ^ A' fuperftitiou* 
tnan entertains fantaflical ideas of God^ and ren- 
tiers to him capricious worfhip j. he not onfi^- 
iqnently takes himfelf'for a modd of God ; he 
thinks; that w:hat mod refcmbles himfelf, howev- 
er mean apd contemptible, approaches tiea'reti t6 
JjerfeftibtT. ,Wc affirm, this^difp6frtidn:'is' ^laiotl. 
urtiverfat,. :* ,' V " *..-....' 

* it would ht ncekkfs to prbrc this tu yti'u,* my 
brethren, in regard to erroneous communities. 
Were {\iperf!1tion baniflied from the world,^ we 
fiiouhi not feie mcoy who are made in the image 

"•••"■■■•- * . ' of 
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•fGod, difgrsce their nature by proftrating tfiem-- 
ftlv^s before idols, and marroofetSy^fo as to render 
religious honors to half a block of wo(Sd or ftone^ 
the other half of which the]^ apply to the meaneft 
purpofibs z we (faould not fee a crowd of idola- 
' ters performing a ceremonial, in which convtc* 
tion of mind hath no part, and which is all ex* 
tern al and material : we ihould not fee a con* 
courfe of people receiving with refpe6l, as the 
precious bbod of the Saviour of the worldj a 
few drops of putrified water, which the warnrthr- 
of the fiin hath produced by fermentation in the 
trunk,of a decayed tree : we fhould not fee pil- 
grims in procefSon mangling their fiefh in the 
ftreets, dragging*, albng heavy loads, howling in 
the highways, and taking fucb abAird pradlices 
fbrtbat repentance, which breaks the heart, and: 
transforms and renews the life. You will eaGfly 
grant all this, for, I have obferved, it is oftea' 
lefs difficult tQ inf^ire ypa with horror for thefe 
praAices, than to czcite'tompaffioQ In you fbr 
fuch as perform them. 

But you ought to be informed, that there are 
other fvperfUtion^ Tefs grofs, and therefore mote 
dangerous*- Among us we do not put a worfliip 
tbfolately foreigv ta the psrpofe ki the plice o€ 
that, which God bath commanded' and^ exemplifi* 
ed to us ;^but we make an eftimate of the feverat 
parts of true worfhip. Thefe efltmates are regli« 
la ted by opinions formed ' through prejudice or 
paffion. Wh»t beP: agrees with our iDclinationa 
we coniider as the effence of religion, and what 
would, thwart and condemn them ytt think cir« 
cumftantial. 

We make a Tcruple of not attending a (ermon^ 
not keeping a feftival, not receiving the Lord*ii 
ftipper ; but We make none of neglf£ttng to vifit 
a prifoner, to comfort the fick, or to plead for the 
opprefTed. We obferve a firi£t decency, in our 
ad^ioua- affemblicsy while our miniften addrefa 

prayet 



iffa ' General MisiaieSi 

prayer to God^ but ive take no pains to accom^^^ 
. pany him with our minds and hearts^ to unite- 
our ejaculations* wrtb hisf to befiege the throne 
of grace. We think it a duty to join our voices 
withtbofe <>f a whole congregation, .and to fill- 
our placea of worfliip with the praifes of our Cre- 
ator ; but we do not' think ourfelves obliged^ to 
onderHand the fenfeof the pfalo), that isr fong^ 
with fo much fervor, and, in the language of an 
^^aie^ to sfng^ 191 thunder standings lC»or. xiv.- 
15* We lay afide innocent occupations the day 
before we receive the Lord^s fupper, bu^t no foon* 
, cr do we. return from that ordinance^ than we 
. allow the nsoft* criminal ple^fures^ and- enter up* 
, op the moil fcaodalous iBtrtgues. Who make 
thefc miftafccs, my brethren?! R it jthc few? 
Benoteonformed'tojhist&orldj in rega^rd to the 
worfliip that God reijuires of you^thc multitude 
perform it in a fpirxt of fupe-rftition., 

Ill, Keith^r s^re the: many a betjtjcr guide in 

. regard ta n^plit^-.^ jHerc:, liiy bretliren, we are 

going' more particuUrly to. de^ribe \\px clafs of 

^^aiikHid^^»moi^g.^bi<fh we ^iye,;ai^d ^f which we 

. 4)ttrfeives are z part*. ^ ^ Indeed, the portraits .we 

\ *f?.fiP*?S/^odraw wijl not hie flattering to tbetnf^ 

-^ for jo (lice requires, .that we QK)uld defcribe men 

.as tb^y. are, noVas they pxetend to , ^* . In jorder 

J tocxa^pcfs, let us qooiriier tbem .fepRrately aod- 

^ aparu Fir ft, in regard to t^et maftcrs v^ho gov- 

. ern them. Sccpndlyt >n^ r^ga^d; to .the profel^ 

. iioTJs, wbicir. they ^xercifr. ^Tbirdty, ih regard 

- to fome maxims generally receivedl . FourthFy, 

^-in regard , to the rplendid..*^ions»- which they 

celebrate. And laftly, in regard to certain dccU 

.five occaliotis,jtbat.ltke touchftones, difcoveVitheir 

principles and mptiives.^ ,' . . 

K Con fider mankind Tn regard to the masters 

Iwbo.govcrn them. Hep I congra.tul^tc.nnjr<lf 

^ on the happinefs of fpeaking to a free ppopfe, 

. among whom it is not reputed a. crime to praife 

wtat: 
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i^tet i« pJraife-wortbyv and to blame what de- 
vlcrvcs blame, and where we. may freely trace the 
charadlers oP fom« men, of whom prudence re« 
squires us not to^^ fpeak.cvil, no not in thought^ 
oo not in the bed chamber, left a bird of the air 
fhcM carry the - voice, and that which hatfo 
wings .fiiou id tell the roatter,">£ccles. x. 20* 
Is It in the, :pal aces of the great that humility 
jreign5, humility which fo well 4)ecomefr creatures^ 
who, though crowned and enthroned, are yet in- 
:iirm, criminal, dying creatures^ and who, in a 
few days, willtbecome food for woril]s,yea, per- 
. baps vi^ims in the James of hell ? Is it in the 
^palaces t>f the great that nprightnefs, good faith, 
aiid.fincerity^ reign, ^yet without thefe fociety is 
nothing but a banditti, treaties are only fnareS| 
,>and laws Cobwebs, which, to ofe a well knowa 
^^xpreffion, catch only wea4: infedls, white the 
rfree and carnivorous break through ?, Is it m 
-the palaces of the great that gratitude reigns^ 
that lawful tribute due to every motion made 
to procure our happinefs? ^Is it there that the 
rfervices of a faithful fubjeift, the labors of an in- 
defatigable merchant, the perils of an intrepid 
'foldiery, blood Ihed and to be Ihed, are eftimated 
and rewarded'! Is it there that the' cries of the 
wretched are heard; tears of the oppr^fffed wiped 
away, the claims of truth '^amined and.graated? 
jIs it in the palaces of the great that benevolence 
reigns, that benevolence without wh-ich a man is 
only a wild be aft ? Is it there' that the youn^ 
ravens wbicb cry are heard ^nd fed I Pfah ^xlvii* 
$. Is it there^that ^ey attend to the bitter 
complaints of an indigent man, ready to die with 
hunger, and who a^s for no more than will juft 
keep him alive ? Are the palaces of the great, 
feat9 of .piety and devotion ? Is it there that 
fchemes are formed for the reformation of man- 
ners ? Is it there that they are grieved for the 
>^iction of yosepbf Amos vi« 6* and take pleas* 

ure 
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urc^ in the dust and stones ^ Zhnf iP(aL-ciK 14* 
Is Jt there that we hear the.prmiree of the Cre^ 
atarido they celebrate ' the flcen^pAfiioa of the Re« 
^leemer of mankind :i 

What ideas are excited hi our minds by the 
vnames of fucb as Caligula, Keroy Diocletian, De* 
cius, names' deteftable in all ages ? What ideas 
•could we -excite in your minds, were we t9 
"weigh in njuft-balance the 'Virtues of fuch heroes' 
as haTjB been rendefcdiamoas by the encomiums 
«gtven them \ ¥ou would be aftonifiied tt» fee 
that thefe men, who have been called xhc deligbu 
-^f mankindj twuire- often deferved execration, and 
ought to bexonlidered with horror. But I pur- 
pofely forbear, and will not; put in this lift all 
that ought to be placed there^vtliat <k to fay, all 
thofe ^ho have had fovere%n power, except a 
. ^etyfew, who, in comparifoa, are next te none, 
and who are, as it were,^oft in the crowd among 
'the reft. And yet the elevation of kings makes 
^heir crimes inore communicable, and their ex« 
amples mere U:ontagious ; their fins become a 
filthy vapor<tnfe45ling the air, and fliedding their 
malignant in^uence all over our cities and faml* 
lies^ lightning, and thundering, and difturbing 
the world. Accordingly, you fee in general^ 
that what the king i& in his kingdom, the gov- 
ernor is in his province; what the governor is 
in .his province, the nobleman is in his domain ; 
wl^t the nobleman is in his domain, the mafter 
is in his family. The multitude is a bad guide, 
mankind are a dai^gerous model, confidered in 
regard to the mafters who govern them* 

%. Confider the many in regard to divers pro* 
Jesshns* What is the profeflion •of a foldier, 
particularly of an officer of rank in the army ? It 
is to defend focletyi to maintain religiom, to be a 
parent to the foldiery, to bridle the licentiouf« 
nefs of arms, to oppofe power sgainft injvftice, 
to derive ;frpm all the views of deaths that lie 



<«oef i^efore him« motive^ tQ prepare his accounts 
toVo^^acc'b^ort* hfs jddge.^ But*' whaf is t^ '^ 
xotttfda bf a -Ttfldicr? Is !t not to brave focW* ^* 
ty^? ^sit*ot*^ro ti*aih|)Ie ttpbn^Teligion^- Is ft'' 
*ofeW'fct'>'e3ditiiffl*f8':of**dcbkuehcr3rj liccnttoof. ^ 
nefS) ^nd vengeance ? Is it, not to let out' hw* * 
abititfes, ^nd to facrtfice? his hf^ to* the ^ moft 'am- 
bit1t>is»*deEglii,^attd to the liioft bloidyetitc^prizct ^ 
'Ot|iriftCes,J -Is' it ' hdt^^to ^ociillidnr hiwftlf'to * 
-ideas of dea th ' zni Jo^^cnt,' till be^ l:ai>ghs ai ^ 
bcfth; tO'ftHSe ill Vettiorfe,' and to extirpate * a^I th* ' 
:€ears, Which fiicfcohjcd's '•naturally^ excite in tHc ' 
xotffcitnte* efflrrtrerottrfl"? ' 

Wtfat if the^ofefion of- a judg^e? It is to *' 
bavt no^rcgaJrd to the 'appearances of 'men'^ *tU'* 




go'th/OBgh the tnoff'-fadgoiti^/dfetaik- 61 proofs 
ind objcmoris;- Bbt wh«t is bt'ttHi the ^ondua; 
of a judge-'f'lB'it notto be fttuck Witb the 'e«. - 
tei-lbr diflferene* Of two p^irtie* -'apptftriwg' before * 
bi&i?. U \tndt to be inactcffible fco ifbc poor, to * 
intent crad fefefv^i atfd intisrterabje dd^ j^s ? U * 
it btft to grovel' in ignordnce^^aad to hitc'ftiidjr"' 
andrUborf ' . ■ 

WWati*\btf ptofeiRon of a m^n ieatned -in tbe^^ 

>law ^ It' is- to devote - his fervic« only to tftrtlr ** 
and juflice, to p!e«d onfy;*di good •tauft,*to* affift H 
even thofe; tvho jcdntroi reward iis'li^of^, - Wlirft ^ 
is tbif catidvtdt'bi -cotirrftl f'*'ls Ft trbt'tb^fupport ^ 
bo'tb the true ,aqd'the fiHe,- and.^to tn^tVlrr 'by \ 
tuttif bocfr Juftieer^'and^^nl^ohy*^ Is-+t titn to * 
adjud.his e^drts to his o>rn glory, or^q-'^bji <ii»* 

-«nt*8 abflity toppa)f ? • ' ^ ^• 

WbatU rhtf prtfcffidh' oP' «i i^refrantt »IVW^ 
to^dettcft^fatfe- freights amtl tncaftires, tcr pa^^ his-^ 
ducr, and m^rei^ tc^'fcftihd'^his fortune' oEr/faHt^?'* 
Wdd, frittrf, and ^frei^jtrty •* But^wlfat •fetb^feotr^M 

^dua Wk meVcham ' f fc' i*^ ubt ^tb ufe ^ftife ^^ 
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weights and rocACbres ? I3tt^1l6tt0 cfaeajl't%e . 

tft%te of Us dues ? Is it not to.iDdalgtf an. infik ! 
tii,blc avidity i Is it not to .^prich bimieU' ktf « ' 
telling untroch$, by prtdififig iraiidt) by, uclng. . 
. J"alfc oaths ? 

* What is the proteAon of ,a, ininifter ^ It ii 
•to devote htmfclf wholly to trhtb.sQd virtue, to , 
^et tbe,vrbole church an example, tOf fearcb ifito 
JboipitalS) and cottages, to relieve the fnifertes of 
the (ick and thepoor^ it is fto dete^qplne'bupfejf 
M bis ftudies^ noc*by what villaxi^ire hin> repu-^ . 
Nation for learning and eloquence, but ^.ti^bat . 
^Ul be moft ofeful to the people^ over . ^Inua^ 
is fet ; it is to regulate bis choice of fuj^jcd^i. not . - 
hy what will make biofelf ihi|i«, >^ut.^y^wl^t 
^tU moft benf^fit the pe^le jmi6ng;wJbo<n he ex- 
^rcife^ his miuiftry.; it » to t^e«as Mfitk case 
4)f^a dying perfon in an obfauire.J&iioUyf iyii^g pn 
A bed of ftraw^ loil in oblivioii .and : iilencey jsa rof 
Itini, who, with an iUuftrioas uaai^i lives amidil 
£tver a^d gold, andibr-ivMm the laoft o^ignifi- 
ccpt andpompoos funtuVbonoiw will be prepar*^ 
cd,| it is to cry ahvfiyto lJ{ft up kh maiceUic a 
trumpity and 4tep ,tbc .people theur ir^n^^A* 
,jsionSi and tbe.bouse ofrXsr^e} their sins^ Ifa. Ivyii. 
1. Mic. til. 8. and ,2 Cor. ?• i6« 4t is to kmw 
.fta man after tbejlesh ^ben he afcends itfae .^l- 
pit) boldly to reprove vice, how eminent i^^ver . 
the feat of ^it mjty be. .What is Jthe ufual coo- 
dtt£l of a miniver ?*— O God ! Satiet not int^ • 
judgment with thj s^rvantsj for'%oe cannoi an* . 
\svferane cotf^lzmxofa tboiuakdj PiaU cxUii. . 
J. Jobjx. 5,/, : , : , 

,3« Confider the liiuHitude in regard to fome 
^general mH^ipis^yihxch ^htjr adopt* and hold m 
;ruies and appr<>ved axioisa. Have, yen read, in 
tbp'gpfp^l) tbe following, maxi[|n& I Cbarity bc« * 
^ins at home* Toutb is a, time^ci pleafore* It • 
;is allowabte to ,kill time. ^^ fliould dot; )ire^ 
^fixA, to be iaints. SUnder is the filit of convert 

fatioa» , 



Gineraf ^sfaHs. 
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{IttoOf We mutt d^ as other people do. It Ts 
' tfnVorthy 6f a man of honor to put' 4p^ an af- 
frbitt, A gehtlemiin 6nght to;* aveirge birtirelf* 
' Ambitioif i» the vice of gtcat fquls* 'Providccl 
we commit ifo gteat crimeS) we* foflSctentlyi an- 
fW^ por calliirg* Impurity is art intolerable 
-vice in a wdnratf,"btrt it ii pardonabte in a man.* 
It wouia^'b* tafy- to" enlarge }hii catalogne. 
Which of thfef<^ maxtrosf pray, doth not fap foifte 
trf'thefifft' principles of' the religion of JeCti* 
f!Hrift> Yet, which of theft; maxitns is" not re*- 
' ceived ffl (bciety as a fundamerrtal rule of ac- 
tion, which- wtsfhoold be accounted fii^giilar atid* 

* yetohnt to tttndvrmn ? 

4fi Confider the multitude in regard to 'certain 

-actions^ trnpUch fitej- tavisb praise and lOrite^ 

ektdntiumt/ 'WeiSto not mean to fpeak' atpr^J*- 

etit of foch crimes as the depravity of' the world" 

' Ibnietimee Celebrates tmder the notion orjberoical 

I irdions. Our reie^ion if of another kind.- I« 

* ft pretty clear, that depravity is general, and pie-- 

* tyiii th<5 poffeflion of a ^cry feW| when pcrfons 
- of fbper€cia1 knowledge ane praifeA for the depth' 

* «f tfxetf' underftandingy and when fuch at perfornt^ 
' ¥ery fdiall atid ioeonfideraMe anions of virtucf^ 

ire confidered as the woodeft of the world*- 

' Somettoet 1 bear the world excUiHiy what be<^ 

iievideoce t What liberality ! What generofiw 

' ty ! I inquire for the evtd^ncet of tbefe virtues^ 

/ on ^wbieh fach lavi(h encomiums are bedowed i 

fexpe^tofind another Sf. Paot| who wlsbtdf 

Mmsei/ accursed for his iretbrsHf Rom. ix. 3/ I 

' hope to- meet, with another MofeSi praying '^o be 

blotted^ <mt of the book, of life, rather than fee 

his nation perifh, Exod. xxxii. 33t Bm nO)* tbi» 

^ boaAed generofity and chtrity it that of- a roan^ 

who diftribttted'to the poor, on one (blemn oeea* 

lien, once in his life, fuch a fiira of money- as h0r 

expoods every day in prodigality and fupdrflutty*. 

* It it that of a matitwha beQowt on all tlie mtOK 

beir^ 
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'i%S General Misialtes. 

>l>cr$4Bf,Jcfiu*.C!j3ei(l,..^lii*pft ,asL,ntfieh^ as^bc^dges^ 
;;itii .tbf maUi^f a, ^ffo^m^ or the harpefs jpf a ,))oife* 
1 I'iieai^ t he ^^ot^ d. ^xaI a tm in. ^ ip e <; r rc^milajs c^s^ 
,. wKBt.^siiB;Ofdii|ip L What. t^ocUirn^fs i . I igqu^ire 
^fpr/xhi«rJ^ii4pr,.veajousQ' g^ne roOs * friend* 1 .«• 
^.pe(£t^t^£qd.iCach .aip pr^mai.as Ibj^ve feea 4c- 

V, fuph.-f « ^oe , in ;ibck^y. , i-t^ppc . at ii^aft- fa '^e 
} ORf (;|;aQH>le'Of«a fi:i€nd,. ^^yip& toua 4ying' tnaii» 
..appoint ;q3e , your -jtJbtcntor^'aod leiiye «ie your 
, chii4r(tt( to bfiQg. ppt.anc) y/>ur., widow ao^proi^^e 
j, fpr* |Bat;iipi « If.ltnd , oqihiogftot. Uie;i'riei)4%<{^ 
of a man, who, by improviDg. tbe. fqrMnc ,af ao- 
, p^b€T, «.auiai\s, vbe jCjbii^f ; adv^tagea t4>-hitpfeif» 
. I hcfr jtbe . Mtorld .^xdaiimp § in certain ckc^- 
.' ftancrs,ywbat vIrjMie i ..What j^ity I .Wbat, a 
ymaSihtxoit^ iapitly. I ^^gain.X>iqlc.for (tbe^* 
J jcdi .9f.^he<r& eticQii)i)iipa. Ilu^ptsto f/e«^i|icl| a 
: .-woman^a&.SoIomo^ Mi>?igM^d|ar moj^ber o£.a<fBjp- 
. Ily^r wbo,ll^k«s be« .iMauftf^^b^olc.of ppdt ^d 
r K^r i^bildin^ p^utn^ /^, p^ty,.-^t u^ I mi^t 

,'til«ips^i^,pf«^-1ir^l^y,, ; AU r't>c^ -^WHH?lrt^ 

^'for «accl9kDi»»gr#s Uf ? y4r|MP« •?h|d»i^.iC|rrif4ito 
; H»#iiigbift«ipirifc»J ,Are ^b^ftf lA^ ff^^giMt 
i,^({>rrs<of^reJfigtrtJi>.?> A4<» i- tMy >»"«tbfeo,. Wjp!^ 
J p*?ac,nba?ii£Wrji(«iftirafp^a »bQ |;tfy^4$mff e. iP'.libe 

. i^gr^at;(ie4ttb jof^'^ilb^^iQeQriiD'fbcfiHr^rkirS^e Uiire 
, .iMojmiicbrboaftiin^ ^f^ym^ ;ir>?ifl,tWi»o .t^a.«9ly 

: ?i5*v€f04ifid^r m4^\i\^'Mi rffga«df^^fCefj^aipf4Af<- 

fooo falfe ideas of ova{tUt%y wben our virtue! 

have 



Generid MUiakes. d#m 

• * , • *■ 

hsivc not been bropght to the ted. ^c imagine^, 
' 19C incline to be pattett) ciement and cMritaoWi- 
. i« c«re& iwhere ^t are not triedi where neither our 
fortune, t)OF> our reputation) nor our hoUqr^ lire 
affe^cd : Imt the momenta ;[Vrolte ia aimed at 
any of thefei the coontefiaoce cbangef^ the brain- 
fermentSfthe mouth foams, tad we breathe noib« 
tog but * hatred and vei^emrce. Nothing h more 
•ommon atnong ut than to talkitlghly of jul^ice) 
%o deteftsax»d ccn(«re itiiqi»ity, and to engage oor«- 
£tUe> imokblyy to*follow fueb roles of equity as 
are- marfeedioot in the diirinelav* 1«| any isaa 
bring, an »^to» againftot, with reafoo or witb- 

• •ut, and aH^tlwfe ideas vantihi weiodanily be*- 
«ome famtUar* with the very vkes, to wbi^ we 
thought we had an iQvtnctble'atrerfion* We dif*^ 
^ttifeour eaufey we- fuppre fa unfavorable^ ctrcutn- 
ftaaces, we impofe oo^oor eonnfol, we try to taJce 
c^fco the judges byi^ furprifc^ .we preteod ta mdiec * 
great mattefs oithe iaaporcanoe ofi&or rankf the 
worth of owr>na8ies, the credit of our lamilie^^ « 

* the tone of our voices, 4iad^ all thf» we wi& 'to 

' nicorpprate in our eaolSik- A'4i&i»tere(led fpirit- 
is alwaya the fui^je^i of our- tttmoft mdfi\iratton 

' Mdpraiie. A«g«nerous*a»aii i» tbei admirfttioU' 
of all jmaoluDdi his noble' adiiioat unite all hearts^ 
and every mao ts eager to give facb '-anions their 
d«giiiiy^^dpnii(o':-bot no foonef<ha«e we a Ut* 

« tie buftnefs 'to do, in which A¥e' have no kind of 

• mterefV, but difintereftednefs appears odtoua to as, 
sad magnanimity feeroe-to .o« mona pr^^per fo* a 
her# of^a rommue than for a man living and n€U 
iag in fociety,: and^oecoos a£kton& appear to ut 
Bsere cueaturts^)! imagination. O how little doea 
the oittltitude defiervc oo&fideratioB' ii^crgard to 

- manners i. ' ^ . / .. 

:' iV^ • Komore':oughtih«y'tobelantiated'tfi*re- 
' IjMi. to the mannfsr, in whbab«tlieyAfUfi'<i6ra»orJ^. 
Heva >I forefee, my^ bmthrcny yoti will all fide* 

* Willi ^>oe('aiidther ^aint^.ouf doA^rinci and th&t 
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2 go General Mistakes. 

* » 

r we fhall be ^Itged <to >bUme' both >p»rfi«M -mnd 
** t blags ftboist >6ftiig: people ; rfadi «« «are idf'migf 

• fttfib at furrounid^tbeiiiy^ibftli'ai iVi^t 'tbeoi ;^ iia 
rlhert) all are ia diforder»ifi tite etffe jbefiore us* 
' Almoft every f^rfoi^t^t ^ies is i;an«miaicd* jif 

•ibe light of chriftiamitf hail 'tM»t-tb9Hibci(^4«i^oa- . 

tioB, *we (hould have €lIp<i^0««O"W>ib fault ^^ftud- 
« ^ro^s and de>£edTcKsl«» £acb.boQ£isr0f «ie(i#tti«g 
^ echoes with the pf^aifet cff the deadY j:H9oe .o£-bis 

• iooks to Wains' • he afvea ^re'lbrgotiieiiy i»ot a A^^ 
^ not {me^eul^eiaii iiaitb^efcajpcd iMrtict* TTberfu- 
- neral'toiivo^rs of fierfmis xbe inoft laioiBidlf , ¥fhd(e 

beaiirrbAd been «be'ni6{V4ii»rdcl^cd inoii^ are«Il ^ 

• iitteriDi;^ •i^ationsvin^pvanfeofi^the dead, ^or^mt 
'parta,' 013^ bvethren^ wcy ^ho >bate "feeft^avf^r^oat 
^tittflfiber-^fickrpeo^leT i^liU«n4ed<iiiaiiy ifi tl^ir 
4}«iirg hdurs, »we freely. granti-t-hiat tbe £alY«tH>a 
of manyo^ »hf ID •h tpfofa^ble* We rl|suite b^^y 

' feeff'' oire , «i^iai^ lalvatiea. tve qifhe ii«ijmr« j^ t 
4 how fiild»fD hive^tpe beeo. ifTciiocid ao. f»y« fvbitie 
' ^e fwW'lticb ipebplei expirre iMterifig j|be> larngua^e 

• of the mol^ emioe At faints in fcriptiire^.L«/-«9i<|i> 
fii»tf detufbit^f tbefe rigkte^m piDople, ^^dvifS eur 

» /ajfYfi^^tf -/Md thetr^l fNumb*/Nxxuf« IO* i »■ > > - 

i will give you a'Qi0rtilft.oftgep«fal'nii£ialKs>,9n 

Mhis fubjea. ,- ' ' . . 

The firft miftake i$:thi»« ;Mbft<4^ckftpeof»lt ftre 

' iilgeiiiofus to 4i%uile tlie dai^r/ctt^tlbeijivi|lQ|f#« 
£tif»t effnfi^'mfcfi la JiM mfdrtf. :WheiiiBwn» a 
dabgerovs illnelis attt<}ka..yfl]ii24^e awa«e oft your 

• * coadittofi) and let each fay to bbaoieif} Ilha9ir«ot 
'loftgto litre^ atlea^this f|»ay be my AsKKtlfnefs* 

( ^My btethret)^ Hhi^'fupfm^iioii >^»iMiifr «a(bb(ao* 
c^ablei we areiddtnleid«i}§ev«f £ei«g.^fiCQ^r«4by 

thinking death at hand, for the numbeHefa aoci* 

- dentv to'witidi' we imI esDj^^M^ juAifylhe jtbaugbt 

^•^-^k 'thtPte^ci)r>ilhi4ge«tnav«agaot9^nMy, m ^t^^ 

iirg that licknefs 'added .^o, all.Mtfsek t ^eWktts 

renders {be neat apprdach ^ dofltb/liigbliyifprwb* 

aWe ? i i. ^ . 

The 



General T^iitikts. ^^i^t 

The fecon^ miHake i& this* Moftdyii^gjeotfje 

.fttt <rff the ri^gialjitvon lof tlicir<teiTipoF«I iiffairs too 
!Jong. Me.j^Qt Qf>r\fuKmed JtQ tj>is ,Vfi)irldm You 
,,ib.ou]4.Uke p>tfeja9 /rais better models both tor 
,.re»Aws .of .aflfccXionf and. re^^foos ot prudenjce. 

True ,dffedi(»n ;4to ajamily engage 9 >i mab to ^pfe«* 
. €;l^de.id /ayor of jib he.iri fpcb troubles aivdjli- 

vidona^M are the ia^^ar^bJe ^cpnf^ueojces of !an 
. U|idiyt46d or. isferpkx^d •eAaje, l^r^eitce,, too^ 

i¥Ul fc^?^c,^j;batj?WCfa«r^iniJs are a)>^^^^ 
; ^bout teiD|>^i afiaji^ a,a^uiajD^,i3faa i^jill in. 
, U«4c.Jto.d|{l^rb ^Hf ^eyo^ian* i)aft^t,>ait i(ill. 
!,tbe tUi3ij,j»Qn?ep^; /io fet|Jc\,jrojQr aJBT^irH^to make 



.y^iwiy*es>ffijpljy aboijt.the !ft%tp ,of yotir: CPH^V 

>^^dVet|?jMlh^ay.jtc^jtoti(ilf,fiAi^]( |ii^e )>j?cn in 

^bc yorl4/I l^ave J^at^jif dcy.Ott^d pi^c .wh^Ie,.,iyv 

• .StPt 4^y9ti9iO • ' *»act l:.4\3ve ,\becp ^ ..nacmbcrjofe- 

the.«^r«b».l b;|vc o«pn .<ji:cr<;il(i;d about itf^^rs 

M^fMfb ipweft .t^ wl^9>e iVciejy J .. ijjut^pow tjiat^ 

, |.»a4WX^W|tA.jhq cijd p£ n?y Ufe, .nowi ani jHjfpL 

. 'MW -^t ^t* itbis w.prld> Dptw tbat I a^jn gojfpg^ 

. i^i|frc.( fl^^I b>v9 -pg f^qrc .por^hn far fi^rUn. 

. ry« wMjd/ci^/f, intt^i:^Mpt.,iBy faprifipc no rnorc. , 
. . .,Xhi^ tWr^ miftsijce ^ tbi?. :.MQft 4y»»g peofle 
..|J^)»3il ff2^4iAg foi* <^c:ir |t)in{(ier3 tU{ th^ lall 190. 
. fi!^tk%^ ,Xb^^.*''foid'^ve susjdo yipjjcncc .10 ,tjbe 
. )ajKf%9f .ji^a^vrCf tbfly.fet ^^ .tpe^hoiV; trun-ks,, ta 
, anftfit^l c^nc^Cesi. ;t9. R^i^pare jl^ib.aiid bopeslbr 

; .4hoq}d ye .dpiay }, If tbi^. any, tbingr pdiovs.ia 
. ,.9iiK; q4«i(lry i . ^e \ do not Vi^g dea f h aiopg 

.^i|b i|9i..ife;dQ4u>;:haili»n \tfi ao^r^ach ;^ if^e 
, 4^nQf^^ti VJ»?.:JWfi«"Wt^pf /(igd ,^aWft yop* it 

il^^ot with a deugn to terrify yoU| but to free 

you 



y 



sgsr General S^istakeu 

ypu from tbewy and to pull you cut oftJie firt^ 

• Judc23. 

To thcfe I add a' fourth* miftake. MofI dyt^g 
people' thioV it a duty' to tcU tUcir paftors of e*- 
cetlent fentimentS) which li>d<*rd they have »ot, 
and they are' afraid to' dftcovcr their defrdtsk 

' When death makjes his formidable a|>(>e«raiicc 
before thetn, they think religion re ()uf#es tfaem 
to fay, they are ^«f<c wiifing to diev W« dttirt^ 

' fay theyi to dtpart\ wh^n, a1»» ^' all their lieitrea 
arc to make a tabernade \n the world, lor «>' i*< 
goody they think, lo ^tf there^^ They trcaible at. 

^ the coining of Lhrift, and yet tticy cry> £7(W«f>-, 
I-ori ^MK^, eom^ ^icklyj Ah' !' A ftoJ "tonform^ 
ed to this worlds ppcn^thy^ heart that It may be- 

;> Known, difcovtr the niaia^ie»of'thy fbtil, that 
we maf ^(>p*y ftfcff remedies as are ptroper* Doh 

* not imagine you will ac^irejftch nhstttnema attd'. 
emotions as niiott ofnhe firft brdkr had foy^ taHt* 
ilig their 'Ungu age r kot* imbibe tbtir i^rinei- 
ples inyoUir 'mind, and thei^ tempera in yoQ:fY 
lickrt, before you make ufeofthetriangoege/- - 

The 6fth mitlake if this* Mo(l' dying people** 
' "f^eaU to their miniftersonl^ io tit& prefcftce of ^ 
' gre^t nattibterof^attenianta, and'mo% attead^sts - 

interfere in what mrniihrs fay on tlioffc eccafibdi* . 

Be not conformd' t9 ibis worldii Two reafois ^ 

may convince you of thet^eetffityof befUgalooe*. 
' The fii^ regards the pa(kir»: Sorroutioifig at*- 

tetidants divert Ws attefitToo fronr^ho fick per— 
' fen. The fecond, reganls tire fitk perfon htm« 

f^If. Would it be jofV or k'md to five b'fm 'tli« 

^ teAions in public ? What ^wbu)d yOu have 

y vs, in the pretieq.tfe Of a hufbaiid^iay open the iiw 

' triguer of ao Immodeft wife^ ^nd eodeavorte 

'bring'herto repent of hei- FaftrvToiffmH^ by con- 

▼idling her of her crimes ?' Wdojd yoo hmve ii« 
; reprove, the bead of r family. for the iniquity that 
; bas difgraced his long life, ift t!if prcferttfc iff' bis 

f^n f Would v%)a have ua exhort a dying m^» 
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' CeHeral Misiihs. - a^^ 

to malt^ rcftitutioa of Ws ill-gotten nfr^aTth, ^in 
tUc prefcncc of an hungry htir^ ^hp alresfdjr 
,^lota bit ey^t, and fatl^t«s bis. foii} wUb hopes'ofl 
^ fucccflioD ? VVTere we cafuifls . dfier the'Hoimur 
, f^Ihiobi'dTd we compel confcieDces to FetealTe- 
' crets to -usi which^ ought- to %e cobf^^fiedf^to ixbd- 
^ alone, djd we interfere with your JaiDiliea'aiid' 
\ propemesi there woald.be fbme ground for'your 
. fcruples : 'but while we deSre nothing .but* to 
^ exonerate your eoofci en ces, and to awaUen/ybur 
, fouls to a fenfe of danj^e'r, before you be plonked 
\ into.anabyfs of eternal nyifery, refpied biir con« 
.^6ty and condcfcend to ibbmit .to our b){tru£tidn« 
^ To thefe I add one^miftake more. iSifbCk 2y« 
. tng people truft' t4K> much to their mtnitl^rsi and 
J t^ke too Kttl^T plains tliemfelves to form fbch itfif- 
^ pofitiont as a 'dying bed req,uires» 'Sc not ipnm 
'^firmed t9 tbisvforld* It is :not,enougfci to have 
[^exterp^lhelp to d).e w;^]| we^purfelves miifi con* 
]^ cor ID tb?^ g^f^i ^rk, we. inuft,^^ by 'p^^^ 

* medit^^tyoiii by €re.querit re ftCjfti6hs,^*«ny by'ftn* 
..Wt,prW,i^i.fopportVip-f^^ ITttdV titvi tajft |t- 

* itaVk^apd ;t1|^ilsj^t ttel^^tt'B^nd'to ,^e Vo^^fof 
^^ our faUati^* It is tro^^ rlb^^lnfirmitles of y^itr 
^'>d^Uoaiwin )i#c;&'yaiir/ipinds« .Tand ' will oftfcn |o» 
^VfOft y^r tt^iipfl^f^Tutc$ y b^t .no • niatticr,. 
"^ God 4o|fa' not v<^ire«0X'«' qying p^ribn c6nntrct<- 
^ ,^d^jfl)Mitatlpnt| aqciu-jii^ T,<ji^^fis,>r^cire ^nd 
; |o^al:pf^yei9» l^r oOf 6|b,one tt^^f, bnr «ja^u* 
.^ Utipo .df your. fpul[ tp &oa^,o4e fcsioui wj(h rif- 

.Jn^'from^ ibc bot^oo; pf y.por bcijrt wiU He ' higj^lf 

/e&eemcdj>y jlie Xof:^*. *p^. will draw down.mtw 

^ ^Tors up^n you. . ' , ^ 

^ ToQoo^iUide. .tlio ,«(|DlfttJDde If a bad jjfuide 

in regard tO:l'aith, in.r^ffard to .maiioersi and ;ia 

regard to ^epartipgout of this life, A wan who 

d^fircf to betf^vedyr Oionldf l^e i^lwayaupoo nis 

guard, left he ftiould be foiled down th« ^orrrt\t i 

^ be otigbt.torCf>inpi|ciin'hisc]ofett,or rather. in his 

^pfcience, a religion apatt|fuch'is it» nottbaft 

. ' of 
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, •f.tbcchiHrcp ofthcworlcl, bufthatof tbe &\^ 
•iple^ of wtrdoiji. Be not cgnfqrniid- to tSis^ 

■ foorldm . ' ". 

I fiaifh Vith two rc&eAions*. I' addi^cfff the 
fisft tpthofe, Who derrve'froii) this diTcourfe na' 

; cof)fequenC£| to dire^ tb<^ir kdioifs : and the* 

*, iecond to fuch a» refer it^ it« tfue de{%n* 

* Firft^ 1 aMrefs myfeU to you who d6 not» 
iraw any' corl(equcnces' ffoni this difcooffe ta* 

. i^ifulate your actions. ' Y«ou have fccn a portrait:* 
^ of the inultitndV* X fuppofe yoii acknowledge 
1^ the irkenels, iand acq;tiiefce in the' judgiheht we 
" have tnaoe.' It (eerris, too in any -proofs and dem- 

onilrations- effablith this propodtiotu the inuUi-' 

J tude is a.' bad guided N6W; y'oiS 'rtiay /follow 

. wHicb cxampte you plcaftf. "Tod' riiay.'mafce your 

choice bctweci* the maxiifevof p^ftfs Cnrift and^ 
', tlilfe ii)axims of the worldT; But'we'h^ive a rights 

toreqi^ire one thing of you,whkb y6u cannot- 
\ ref^fe us Without i»j&(lice, that ii, .that grant. 

* i^g the genitss of tljchiuTtitode;,' wtVen /y6d arc* 
, tbld you ate dc ftrdyi^i^ y otirfel v<!S| you ' Ao pot- 

'i R*^^*^?^ to Tfave fcfatcd W by rep!yin|^, we con» 
^ ou^ ourf<$lve8 as tbe world dcve«; dnd every' body^ 

4des what yoif cohddibn ' iiif lis. ..Tbi'nks Be to 
' 6od, your prbpdfition \i n6t ftriai^ tifiic ! ^harilt' 

be to €rod| the tule bath fome exceptions ! 't'here 
^ are many regenerikte fouls^ bidden perhaps ffom 
'the eyes t>f mei^r b^ut vifiUe to God. There are 
' ei^eji fome faintsy wJio fhine tfjtbt fight of the 

* whole Worldf, and who,'to' dfe'tbe exptei&on of 
Jtfus Chirift,. arc a c/«j ^y^^ dn a. bt% M*tt. V 
tAk What then, you «ever call your eyes «n 
the mod illnArlouaL Qbje^s^ 'm tbas world II t)0' 
you reckon for nothing whaValohe merits obfer^ 

* vationin fociety, and** what eonftitmes .the true 
glory of*it t' Have yoii no. val'u^ for men, ..for 
whofe fakte the world fubfifts, and fociety.is pre- 
ftrvedr 

However^ your propqfilidn i^ indirj[>atabYe In a 
. ' '' " genetat 
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General Mistakes. ' ^m^ ^ 

^?f^eral Tenfe, and wc,afe obliged to allow it, for 
-^ur wHole'ctiCcourre. tends to elucidate and cilab- 
tlitOi the poiot.. Alledge this ^propofitioo^ bpt do ' 
Dot a Hedge' it for the purpofe of oppoling the 
ceufares you have,h?ardi of of getting rid of our 
rcproofs> By anfwe^ring in this manpcri yon give 
vcis ao.jidirantag^ ever yoii,. you lay a foundation 
vhich you mean xo deftrdy, you do not. furriifli' . 
ryourfelves with a. ibield againfl your minifters^ J 
ibut you yourfelyc^ fuppiy theiD./with .arms to 
^ound and deftrby you» * Wbyvdo we declaina 
^agaiodvyour c9ndii&i .W^at do^wemc^O wheQ * 
. ive reprove -yooriway «f livis^^ - oKcep: to cbn- 
evince.you that It is' n0t anfweirable to the cbrif^ 
?tian cbara£lQr wbi^ib you .bear? What do we 
Clean, except th«t y^o. break' tbe yows made for ] 
syou 10 yx^ur^apttfqi, and which 'you yqurfelvea 
.liave often rat^*£ed. at the XpFd*8-tabl^..? Wh^ty 
Jn one wor^, except ;t hat ypu do not obey the laws ^ 
.4>f the gofpeli But' what, can you advance 
.«Dore proper tp (Irengthen the teflimpny, which ' 
^^e bear ag^indyoO) than that which you advance 
*to wealcen i.t^tbaV.% thiat^yauUve as tbe wocU ] 
;Jiyes. 

'All the world, ^fay yop^ condu€l therpTclvcs as 
'^e d9| arid every body 'doc% wharyou ccnfurc us 
ifbr doing. 'Butall the world condudl themfelves • 
•^^badly, ,all the world yibl^te' the Tpirit of religion^ ' 
• all the world attack the maxiins of Jefus Chrift^ 
all the world, ran in tbe broad road of perdition, 
all tlie ivorld are deftroy^ng tbeniTelves, and the 
apoQIc €3(h6rt8 us .no( to take tlie world for an * 

' . i ' '. • ' . ■ . . • ..." r 

cCXWipl^, .. . . ^ 

'Secondly, I ad^refs myfelf. to, ^a, wlio (Jn* . 
<<erely dcfire to appjy this difcoqrfe to its true [ 
defig^.. 'I gcanty tbr road . oj^ned; to yon is dif« ' 
:<ficult« . 'To reiid the torrenti to bravie the roolti* , 
^tndc, to ftc one's fdf like Elijah alone on the . 
Xoi;dVG4e,.. aodf in • this general apodacyy in j 
9^icfa Vf hfift'ua fo oftca finds' bimfelfy when T 
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'dej^rptto fa4:nfice« all to. his datf^ tQ rep^HeA 
iso'^ivts of attachment to it, '^his U one .of the ^ 
jK>b1e[l eSorU of cbrlftiaa heroifm^ 

However, after all, it wbtild argue gn^t. pa* ' 
♦riiity . to magnify oor' ideas of tfci crowd, tbe 
many, the nrvuUicude ; it would be chii^idi to be' ' 
too much ftruck with thefe^ idcas,^ every bodj^ ' 
thiqics, ih this oiknner, all the' wor^d a^s thus* 
1 affiruJt that t rut ^ ind vtrtvenhave lipire parti- ' 
«aV)$ than error 'and vice, and] ^God dath more 
^iifplples ' than VSat^h. Wfiat «lo^^ou call the 
crpwd/the m'aay,* the 'nmitityde ? *' Wliat do you 
mean ^bf all the world? "^hat:f' Vou and your 
co«tp:^nioQf,' ^diir iamily,',your acquaintances, 
your fellow citizens, the ihhabitiints c^ (liis globe, ^ 
to which thc*Crcator hath cod&iiedyou^ is this ' 
•wbat you call ali'the W4irld'> What Ht tie tie fs ' 
-«ri4c*U2 ' Gift youT ^es on ' th^MiUle ^nble 
4iilf| occupied/ by a few ^thoufands of tnts, lend 
atbem'tnteil^ncey.prqpbEe-t'o boe of Vbefc'inic&V ' 
-mother maxiins th^n '-thoiTe'of his fellows, ^eochort' 
"liitn to have a little more ambition, than to occo- 
'py; * V^y. *rts^.rccpiible fpace; upon ' that mole 
bilV; animate him to ^form projedl^feore'tiobte 
thap that..of cdlle^ing a few gr^in^ ,<>f xom^ aqd / 
then put into th^'moutn df thii' little" cn^roct the 
iame pr,etea('t that you,mak<^ ufe 6rto pa ; 1 IliaU ' 
Walonie, alL the world tbndu^ theinfelTea.io an« \ 
otfi^r manner. " ^Wbold yod ttpt pity rbis infeA t" ' 
Would not he ^Pp^.s^f hibfe contemptible to you \ 
•fof hiamca^o aiviTpintlefs Ideai, ihan (hr' tli^ di^ 
luiniitifcbcrs'of Kis bodj^ ? Wduld ^oU pot Took ' 
Vtxii difdrin ^6h aii aiit', thVt iiad lio Other \fiibi- ' 



tion j^haa that of takjpg fora mcideL other Jt^fe^ '''' 
about liim, 'a'n'dE ilreferridg thelf ''approb'ation^ be- 
fore that of m'si^lfmd,* ^hO bbfdi a fartlcin* bigi 
in the fcaif^^if ttic worldt * M^. WtWn, 'giVe .' 
what eolorV'you . wyi'^to.tUU.itii^g^ U Is ** 

however ce'rti^ that you ii^pUld* for* '{i^foft ideas 5 



els* ' Such id^as of happincfs as yoo traortp'iffiii 
"Vitt ^o pn)portiba tb his facaltiet* Is anf' cm* 
- te^t tapa^fof tottiie; to Vc Htltinhf hyAhe' ci^. 
•'i)»il^ d^xht fearHcd ? iltii a'n^bt forfe jilaniJbf 
fl«gn abd'-'battic);; tbC f^xtder^fnfdf fti»fibfe^f 
-fhft ^f, 'wlnth ekpligiluW «i4^^^Mv «i^ An* 
•which* ^h^ Urd^ 6f tfce -iiK)ip!d^>!F*arittc '^hfir 
^cpofc'lbifd thie?f lWc«> ''^'' ^' '^ 

j It4i#-;Jrdo,H^h6 h?vib1*aY inyaniwrf of foiil, . 
' wbtitfb yiii jttft now;pt!fed hi an am; ' Yooinhab** 
Mi xttjcViiifif p^vtfieoi^- "wbicfaj'edikitjiifed witb the 
^t€fk ^tit^ irofl^' refbmble 4h« Use of. mot^ liillt ; :, 
iilk'^i^^^ob^'ixfi^flifiibilAiig in tbtifpsitT^n 
^cff'tbis AHIiiaife l^oet, ki whiefr ot^ wbrks '6f > 
'tfieX:>«ftt6f ate^g^i v^oir citep on-caAll mftt 
1 hafidftH of men moch left in comparifon with 
the thoufand thovfands of ether intcUigences 
than an ant hil) is in conparifon of mankinds. 
Yon have intimau relations to thefe inteltigen* 
ces ; youy like tbem^are capable of great and - 
noble fvnAions i like thcmy yon are capable of 
knowledge ; like tbemt 7^^ ^^^ ^^ to know the 
Supreme Being ; foo can love like them ; yon 
can form tender aoU iftli€ite: |:onne€kion8 as they 
can ; and like thejB|. ipu are;deftiBbd to eternal 
duration and felicity. ^ ^ y 

Do not fay theni I (hall be alonoi nobody liTet 
as yon would have me live. They are the men,^ 
who forround yon, thatare noBody in comparifon 
of the intelligences,, whom I propofe to yon for 
examples* It ill fntts infignificant men to con« 
Cder themfelves alone as in the centre of divine 
benevolence^ and as the only fobjeas of a mon- 
arch, who reigneth over all exiftence* ■ HcsiU' 
tethupcn tbe cinhofthe ettrtb^ whence' the itu 
habitants appear to him- as j^rassboppers* He 
inngetb princes to notbhtg^ he considereib tbt, 
judges ^ tbe earth os canity. He sbali Uow 
vfan them and they shaii witberj and $he vrbirU 
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. ; .Bi^jn c«]<ftul'tBte)><j|p)ncc% feraffauu bsnk 
■ tot ^*f^ '*T<V >PS^ tMcbtji ia ftieDBth, maffcA. 
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